Critical  judges  to  meet  Howard 


more 


By  Frances  Gibb  and  Richard  Ford 


THE  Home  Secretary’s  tough- 
er  sentencing  policy  will  lead 
to  more  murders  as  rapists 
and  other  violent  criminals 
decide  that  it  is  not  worth 
leaving  their  victims  alive,  one 
of  Britain's  most  senior  judges 
said  yesterday. 

Adding  his  voice  to  a  chorus 
of  judicial  dissent.  Lord  Justice 
Rose  also  criticised  Midtael 
Howard’s  proposals  on  mini¬ 
mum  sentences  for  some  of¬ 
fences  as  an  undesirable  fetter 
*  on  judgre’  discretion  to  tailor 
/he  punishment  to  the  crime: 

.  At  the  same  time.  Lord- 
Donaldson  of  Lymington  and 
uord  Ackner  renewed  their- 
eriticistns  of  Mr  Howard's 
sentencing  ideas,  which  wQ] 
be  outlined' in  a  White  Ifeper 
in  die  Spring.  And  on  Satur¬ 
day.  Lord  Justice  Rose  is 
expected  to  spell  out  their 
misgivings  to  Mr  Howard  in 
person  at  a  private  meeting 
with  some  thirty  judges,  police 
and  probation  officers. 

Such  meetings  are  held 
regularly  by  the  Criminal  - 
Justice  Consultative  Council, 
which  Lord  Justice  Rose 
chairs,  to  discuss  problems  in 
the  justice  system.  The  Home.: 
Secretary  has  been  invitedto 
this  Saturday's  gathering  in 
Northampton,  and  judges  are 
expected  to  make  their  views 
known. 

Yesterday  Lord  Justice  Rose 
told  The  Times:  “Mandatory 
life  for  a  second  offence  of  rape 
will  mean  fewer  pleas  of  guilty 
and  more  murders.  You’re  not 
going  to  plead  guilty,  if  you 
commit  an  offence  which  car¬ 
ries  a  mandatory  life  sentence. 
And  so  far  as  more  murders . 
are  concerned,  rapists  will' 
think  that  they  may  as  wdl  kill 
their  victims  —  there's  no 
point  leaving  them  alive  if  tfie. 
sentence  is  the  same.” 

The  Appeal  Court  judge, 


-  Lord  Justice  Rose  ::  ■■  - 
.  “fewer  guilty  pleas” 

who  made  his  comments  yes¬ 
terday  ip  a  personal  capacity, 
also  complained  that  :  Mr 
Hbward’sjrians  for  minimum 
sentences"  for  repeal  Burglars 
and  drug  dealers  “deariy  fet¬ 
ter  judges*  discretion  in  an 
undesirable  way  ”, 

:  Lord  Donaldson  agreed.' 

.  Speaking  an  BBC  Radio  4V 
Today  programme,  he  de¬ 
scribed  Mr  Howard's  plans  as 
faiHy  extreraeand  said  that  - 
penaT  policy’  '  should  not  .be 

-  “formed  on  the hoof .  Sentenc¬ 

ing  decisions  in  cases  erf  seri¬ 
ous  yfolmt  crime  were,  taken 
by  professional  judges  arid  he 
regretted  any  attempt  to  Emit 
their  discretion.  ’  .  . 

“If  their  hands  are  .  tied  so 
that  -  whatever  the  tircum- 
.  stances  tbey  are  obliged  to 
pass  some  mmimurasentenoe, 
then.  .1  think  there  wQl:.  he 
injustices  and  I  think  in  due 
course  there  win  be  a  public 
outcry”  he  said.  ' 

Lord  Adcner,  .who  has  re¬ 
tired  as  a  few  lord,  added  that 
the  Home  Secretary  knew  flat 
his  proposals  would  not  reach 
the  statute  bo ok  before  the 
election.  “Mr  Howard  is  play¬ 
ing  politics  with  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  justice.  He  is  saying 


to  die  Opposition:  ‘Look  how 
tough  we  are  on  crime.  You 
'  are  not  as  tough  as  we  are*  and 
thereby  hoping  to  achieve 
"•  political  advantage.” 

.  Reform  campaigners  also 
added  their  voice  to  the  sen¬ 
tencing  protest  Paul  Cava- 
dino,  chairman  of  the  Renal 
Affairs  Consortium,  said  he 
had -not -spoken  to  a  . single 
judge  in  favour  of  the  plans. 
“Senior  judges  are  right  to 
oppose  tiie  proposals,  not  simr 
ply  •  because  they '  restrict 
judges’  discretion,  but  because 
they  will  create  serious  injus¬ 
tice.”  he  said.  -  • 

But  Mr  Howard  insisted 
that  his  main  .  aim  was 'to 
protect  the  public.  “As  •:  it 
stands  at  the  "moiiient  :if 
someone  isn’t  sentenced  to  life 
.  imprisonment  they  can  be  ~ 

:  arid  are  4-  released,  even  when 
everyone  knows  that  there  is  a 
great  risk  that  they  wfll  go  out 
and  commit  another  rape,  or 
another  violent  offence."  he 
said,  “My  overriding  objective 
is  to  protect  the  pnbfic and  to. 
belpbwM  a  saferBrrcain."  . 

■  Mr  Howard  also  said,  that 
he  intended  to  get  the  propos¬ 
als  on  to  the  Statute  Book 
before  the  election  but  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  that  might 
norprove  possible. 

Tne  plans  could  lead  to  a 
huge  rise  inthe  prison  popula¬ 
tion  —  some  penal  groups  say 
by  as  many  as  30000  —  and 
officials  are  already  .looking  at 
electronic  .tagging  of  minor 
offenders  and  fine  defaulters. 

They  are  also  fludying 
whether  electronic  monitoring 
could~be  used  instead  of  short- 
jail  (amis  arid  for  sotne  motor- 
in§  offences,  including  drink- 
dnvirig.  A  pilot,  scheme 
Unking  tagging  to  a  curfew 
order  is  operating  in  Norfolk, 
Greater .  Manchester  and 
Reading. 


Michael  Volina  practises  a  3Syard  kick  in  New  York  after  lessons  froma  professional 

The  million-dollar  kick 


from  Quentin  Letts  in  newyork 


A  NEW  YORK  man  will  win 
$1  million  this  weekend  if. 
during  the  halttime  break  at 
an  American  football  final,  he 
executes  a  single  place  kick. 

Michael  Volina,  a  35-year- 
ohi  unathletic  police  ser¬ 
geant,  won  the  opportunity  in 
a  draw  run  by  the  Heishey 
chocolate  company.  He  will 
have  jufl  one  chance  at  the  35- 
yaid  kick  during  the  half-time 
interval  at  Sunday’s  Pro  Bowl 
game  in  Hawaii.  If  the  ball 
floats  between  the  posts.  Ser¬ 
geant  Volino  will  pocket  the 
money.  If  it  goes  wide,  he  will 


return  to  the  103rd  Precinct  in 
New  York’s  Queens  borough. 

The  trip  to  Hawaii  means 
he  will  miss  a  promotion 
examination  for  which  he  has 
studied  for  a  year.  The  exam 
is  hdd  rarely,  but  his  col¬ 
leagues  were  in  no  doubt  that 
he  should  head  west 

“Every  guy  I  work  with  said 
to  go  for  the  mfllion."  said 
Sergeant  Volino.  who  has 
confessed  to  nervousness 
about  kicking  the  bail  in  front 
of  millions  of  viewers. 

He  Ins  taken  lessons  from  a 
coach,  who  has  advised  him 


to  take  a  short  approach  and 
address  the  bail  with  a  toe- 
banger  stroke.  Rob  Andrew. 
England’s  model  goal  kicker, 
recommended  a  slow,  deliber¬ 
ate  run-up.  “Fix  your  eyes  on 
the  piece  of  ball  yon  intend  to 
hit.  Don't  look  up.  someone 
rise  will  tell  you  if  ft’s  over.” 

Sergeant  Volino  said:  “I’m 
very  accurate,  but  only  from 
15  yards."  At  a  practice  before 
reporters  he  succeeded  (just) 
with  one  kick  out  of  12.  Before 
flying  to  Hawaii  yesterday  he 
confessed  that  his  kicking  leg 
was  a  little  sore. 


Porton  Down 
LSD  trial 
was  farce 
for  soldiers 


Bv  Michael  Evans,  defence  correspondent 


SOLDIERS  who  volunteered 
to  take  part  in  secret  chemical 
warfare  trials  in  the  1960s 
were  dosed  with  LSD  tablets 
that  totally  incapacitated  nor¬ 
mally  fit  and  highly  disci¬ 
plined  units. 

Some  officers  could  not  con¬ 
trol  their  men  because  they 
were  laughing  uncontrollably, 
according  to  Ministry  of  De¬ 
fence  documents  that  were 
declassified  yesterday. 

The  trials  were  carried  out 
by  the  Ministry’s  chemical 
defence  experimental  estab¬ 
lishment  at  Ponon  Down  in 
Wiltshire  and  were  intended 
to  determine  how  LSD  and 
other  hallucinatory  drugs  af¬ 
fected  troops  and  whether 
there  was  potential  for  using 
the  drugs  in  an  aerosol  form 
against  an  enemy. 

.  The  11  files  from  Pbrton 
Down  on  the  trials  were 
released  yesterday  by  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Record  Office  at  Kew  in 
Surrey.  They  describe  three 
operations  codenamed  Mon¬ 
eybags,  Recount  and  Small 
Change.  None  of  rhe  volun¬ 
teers  were  told  what  drugs 
they  were  being  given:  the 
trials  were  monitored  by  doc¬ 
tors  and  all  were  given  medi¬ 
cal  and  psychiatric  screening 
before  the  tests  began. 

In  one  test,  a  drugged  troop 
commander  who  was  alter¬ 
nately  laughing  and  retching, 
cried  out:  “This  is  getting  too 
much.  Why  doesn't  somebody 
who’s  sober  take  charge?" 
Earlier,  the  same  troop  com¬ 
mander  had  accused  a  radio 
operator  of  insubordination 
because  he  was  “talking  gib¬ 
berish  and  whistling  down  the 
handset".  The  officer  did  not 
realise  that  the  soldier's  be¬ 
haviour  was  due  to  the  drugs. 

During  one  operation  in 
November  1965. 13  Royal  Mar¬ 
ine  commandos  were  given 
doses  of  200  micrograms  (a 
microgram  is  a  millionth  of  a 
gram)  of  LSD  (lysergic  acid 
diethylamide).  Five  minutes 
after  taking  the  drug,  they 
became  progressively  more 


disorganised  and  incapable  of 
taking  orders.  LSD  is  one  of 
the  most  potent  drugs  knuwn: 
a  "normal”  dose  would  he  25 
to  ISO  micrograms. 

Major  J.  L  Rickcurd.  who 
monitored  the  exercise,  con¬ 
cluded  that  rhe  whole  unit 
would  have  been  annihilated 
by  modest  enemy  action  with¬ 
in  an  hour.  The  men,  he  said, 
were  “out  of  touch"  and  un¬ 
able  to  use  equipment. 

None  of  the  Service  person¬ 
nel  who  took  pan  in  the 
experiments  appeared  to  suf¬ 
fer  lasting  damage.  Most  were 
able  to  function  normally  after 
24  or  -IS  hours,  although  many 
admitted  to  feeling  depressed. 


COne  junior  officer 
found  difficulty  in 
controlling  an 
entirely  unjustified 
hilarity? 


In  one  of  the  files  in  is 
acknowledged  that  only  one 
subject  in  the  history  of  medi¬ 
cal  experiments  with  halluci¬ 
natory  drugs  had  died,  and 
that  was  an  elephant  which 
had  been  given  300,000  micro¬ 
grams  of  LSD. 

In  Operation  Recount  in 
September  1966.  Iff  men  from 
the  37th  Heavy  Air  Defence 
Regiment  took  pan  in  an 
experiment  that  involved  an 
hallucinatory  drug  culled 
T3456.  One  junior  officer  was 
afflicted  with  frequent  bouts  of 
laughter.  He  complained  that 
one  of  his  drugged  men  made 
his  laughter  even  worse  when¬ 
ever  he  approached  him. 

“The  junior  officer  found 
difficulty  in  controlling  an 
entirely  unjustified  hilarity  in 
spile  of  the  presence  of  his 
commanding  officer,"  one 
technical  file  from  Pbrton 
Down  remarks.  During  the . 
same  experiment,  the  battery 

Continued  on  page  2,  col  5 


£900  windfall 
for  millions  . 

Alliance  &  Leicester  is  to  seek 
a  £25  billion  stock  market 
flotation  next  year,  a  move 
that  will  mean  an  average 
£900  payout  for  its  three 
million  qualifying  saving  and 
borrowing  members- Page  23 
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Let  Nolan  decide 
on  pay,  says  Labour 

By  Arthur  Leathley  and  Auce  Thomson 


THE  Labour  leadership  last 
night  aiinouncedtiat  they  Will 
accept  -any  changes  to  Com¬ 
mons  salaries  recommended 
by  the  Nolan  Committee 
Some  300  Mft  have  hacked 
a  parliamentary  motion  caH-  : 
ing  on  Lord  Nolan’s  commit¬ 
tee  to  review  .  MPs"  and 
ministers*  pay  and  to.  reborn-, 
mend- changes  within  three 
months.  At  Prime  Minister’s 

Questions  today,  Mr  Major  is  • 
expected  to  face,  a  barrage  of 
cross-party  pressure  to  refer 
tiie  issue  of  pay  to  Nolan.  Ann  - 


Taylor,  the  Shadow  Commons 
Leader,  said  that  Labour 
would  accept  any  recommen¬ 
dations  of  foe  Nolan  Commit¬ 
tee.  insisting  that  it  was  time 
for  salary  increases  to  be  taken 
out  of  MPs’  hands. 

However,  Paddy  Ashdown, 
the. liberal  Democrat  leader, 
criticised  MPs  for  wanting  to 
increase  their  pay  and  said 
.that  the  current  amount  Was 
“a  perfectly  acceptable  sum”. 
Many  MPs  say  that  the  annu¬ 
al  ritual  of  7. voting  through 
tbeir  own  salary  rises  has 


“You’re  right,  money 
hasn’t  changed  you” 


damaged  the  reputation  of  the 
Commons. 

MPsbtdcer.pageH) 
Leading  article,  page  19 


55  killed  in 
Sri  Lankan 
lorry  blast 

FIFTY-FIVE  people  were 
lulled  and  up  to  1.500  were 

injured  when  a  bomb  de¬ 
stroyed  the  heart  of  Sri  Lan¬ 
ka's  capital  yesterday  (Vijitha 
Yapa.  writes). 

Three  armed  men  jumped 
from  a  moving  lorry  outside 
the  Central  Bank  in  Colombo 
and  began  firing  at  random. 
The  lorry,  packed  with  4401b 
of  explosive,  crashed  into  the 
entrance  of  the  bank,  a  three- 
tower  complex  only  500  yards 
from  President  Bandaranaike 
Kumaratanga’s  office. 

Tamil  attack,  page  15 


Royal  snooper  "ashamed’ 


A  RADIO  enthusiast  who 
allegedly  taped  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  speaking  on  a 
mobile  telephone  said  last 
night  that  he  was  ashamed  of 
what  he  had  done. 

Neville  Hawkins,  47.  who 
lives  three  miles  from  San¬ 
dringham.  the  Queen’s  Nor¬ 
folk  estate,  is  said  to  have 
recorded  the  Duke  speaking  to 
a  'woman  friend  about  family 
matters  shortly  before 
Christmas. 

Yesterday  Mr  Hawkins, 
who  has  been  suspended  from 
his  job,  was  questioned  by 
police  for  90  minutes. 

Intentionally  intercepting  a 


By  Emma  Wilkins 

telephone  call  can  lead  to  a 
maximum  fine  of  £5.000  or 
two  years  imprisonment 
under  the  Interception  of 
Communications  Act  (1985). 

Norfolk  police  said  last 
night  that  Mr  Hawkins,  a 
hospital  maintenance  worker, 
had  contacted  officers  about 
the  alleged  tape.  "The  constab¬ 
ulary  can  confirm  that  a  man 
has  contacted  them  regarding 
the  taping  of  an  alleged  tele¬ 
phone  call  made  by  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Edin¬ 
burgh.  Police  inquiries  are 
continuing,"  a  spokesman 
said.  Mr  Hawkins,  who  lives 

Continued  oo  page  2.  col  S 
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After  the  sharks,  a  clammy  invertebrateisciittles  in  for  the  kill 


If  anything  can  scupper 
the  Tory  fightback,  it  is 
David  Shaw  (C  Dover). 
Ever  since,  two  years  aga 
Tony  Blair  began  surfing  a 
wave  of  media  adoration  that 
Mother  Teresa  would  envy, 
your  sketchwrrter  has  been 
wondering  what  could  be 
more  nauseating  —  and  look¬ 
ing  forward  to  the  moment 
when  surf  hits  reef. 

Finally,  last  week,  the  reef. 
And.  after  the  reef,  the  answer 
to  my  question:  a  spectacle 
just  as  unsettling  —  the  cir¬ 
cling  of  the  Toiy  sharks.  Then, 

Kinnock 
bails  out 
Iberia 
for  £440m 

A  Staff  Reporter 

NEIL  KINNOCK.  Europe’s 
Transport  Commissioner,  an¬ 
nounced  nearly  £440  million 
of  public  aid  to  bail  out 
Spain’s  national  airline  Iberia 
yesterday  —  but  insisted  that 
Brussels  was  committed  to 
phasing  out  airline  subsidies. 

Mr  Kinnock  said  he  had 
approved  the  move  only  after 
slashing  the  amount  of  aid  to 
the  airline  and  winning  strict 
concessions  to  ensure  no  trade 
distortion  with  competing 
national  airlines  elsewhere  in 
Europe.  Nevertheless,  the 
approval  of  another  massive 
amount  of  money  to  ailing 
Iberia  is  bound  to  irritate 
British  Airways,  which  has 
gone  without  state  interven¬ 
tion  and  believes  it  is  time 
Brussels  made  the  rest  of  the 
industry  face  up  co  open- 
market  competition. 

The  deal  is  Mr  Kinnock's 
first  major  political  decision 
in  his  12  months  as  Transport 
Commissioner  and  at  a  news 
conference  in  Brussels  he  was 
determined  to  emphasise  that 
he  has  granted  the  aid  only  to 
save  Iberia  from  technical 
bankruptcy  on  die  basis  of 
stringent  commercial  criteria. 

He  has  cut  back  the  scale  of 
investment  by  almost  half  and  ! 
forced  Iberia  to  sbed  business 
as  part  of  its  streamlining 
efforts.  Mr  Kinnock  has  spent 
months  negotiating  with  the 
airline  and  agonired  over  a 
detailed  study  by  independent 
experts  before  concluding  that 
some  subsidy  could  be 
allowed  to'  -  help  with 
restructuring. 


yesterday,  scuttling  up  the 
Dover  beach,  something 
clammy,  invertebrate  and 
quite  unspeakable:  Mr  Shaw. 

Come  back.  Tony,  ail  is 
forgiven!  David  Shaw  some¬ 
how  succeeds  in  being  both 
menacing  and  craven  at  the 
same  time.  Pasty-faced  and 
wearing  the  perpetual  smirk 
of  the  classroom  sneak,  he 
reminds  us  of  the  sort  of  boy 
who  could  jab  you  under  the 
desk  with  the  sharp  end  of  his 
compass,  then  point  at  you 
when  the  teacher  asks  who 
has  yelped.  When  an  Opposi¬ 


tion  frontbencher  is  in  trou¬ 
ble  at  the  dispatch  box;  Shaw 
leads  the  barracking. 

When  a  Cabinet  Minister 
wants  a  backbench  crawler  to 
lob  him  an  easy  six.  Shaw 
leads  die  bowling.  He  even 
cast  aspersions  on  the  Queen 
Mother’s  judgment  when  her 
devotion  to  the  white  cliffs  of 
Dover  ted  her  to  express 
alarm  at  their  possible  sell-off. 

David  Shaw  has  the  appar¬ 
ent  courage  of  those  with  a 
hide  so  thick  they  honestly 
dont  know  bow  their  beftav^ 
lour  looks.  Yesterday  he  led 


POLITICAL  SKETCH 


opposition  to  a  Ten-Minute 
Rule  Bill  (a  piece  of  political 
kite-flying)  put  forward  by 
Labour’s  John  Spetiar  (War- 
ley  W)  to  regulate  the  funding 
of  political  parties. 

A  reasoned  case  can  be 
made  against  the  reforms 
Spellar  proposed.  Shaw  did 
not  make  it  He  twisted  his 
speech  into  a  series  of  re¬ 


marks.  each  ending  in  “just 
another  example  of  Labour 
doing  one  dung  .."at  which 
point  like  a  pantomime  dame 
leading  the  kids  in  an  audi¬ 
ence  chant  he  would  conduct 
the  Government  benches  in  a 
chorus  of  T and  saying 
anotherT 

Why  do  the  whips  encour¬ 
age  this  sort  of  thing?  The 


question  tugged  our  sleeves 
twice,  yesterday.,  for.  before 
Speilart  fold  Shaw’s  ex¬ 
change;- 1  had -watched  Ques¬ 
tions  totheScottish  Secretary. 

Labour  Pariy  poiitics  is  like 
a  quiet  ftabm  m  winch,  from 
beneath  half '.a  dozen'  cush¬ 
ions,  chafes  and  ^cupboards, 
and  if  you  wait  for  a  complete 
hush,  you  chb  hear  the  gentle, 
regular  tickof  ittatf  a  dozen 
timebombs^  yAt  least  two  of 
these  are  in'  l tie  Scottish 
comer,  and  they  relate  to  the 
Opposition’s  forthcoming 
manifesto  pledge  of  a  de¬ 


volved,  tax-raising  partia-  ' 
raent  The  one  bomb  is  what 
die  Tories  call  the  Tartan  tax” 
on  Scotland.  The  other  is  what- 
the  press  call  .the  Midlothian. 
Question:  why  another  elected 
assembly  for  an  already  over-  ; 
represented  Scotland,  arid 
nothing,  for  England? 

Everybody  knows  -these 
questions  are  potentially  ca-_ 
lacrtitous  for  Labour.  Nobody  "• 
has  foe  least  idea  how  calami¬ 
ty  can  be  averted.  Bu  r  becaase 
Tory  MPs  and  propagandists  .? 
keep  banging  on  so  mindless-' 
ly  on  die  subject,  journalists 


hesitate  to  get  in  on  the  act 
■  Englishmen  like  Mr  Shaw  are 
sent  by  the  Tory  whips  to 
shriek  “Tartan  tax,  tartan  tax" 
Gke  mindless  parrots,  to 
winch  ministers  reply  “Ahso- 
-  lately  right,  absolutely  right" 
In  these  circumstances,  the 
rest  of  us  hang  bads. 

Just  because  . a  mindless 
parrot  can  repeat  a  question. 
:however.  does  not  mean  that 
the  question  Is  unimportant 
The  Scottish  Labour  Party  nr 
losing  its  sdf -confidence  and. 
yesterday  afternoon,  .  you 
couldsenre.it; 


Hurd  says  Europe 
won’t  be  ready  for 
monetaiy  union 


h 


Labour  loses  90 
members  over 
Harman’s  choice 

By  Jill  Sherman,  political  correspondent 


By  Phiup  Webster,  political  editor 


DOUGLAS  HURD  support¬ 
ed  the  postponement  of  the 
European  single  currency  yes¬ 
terday.  warning  that  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  press  forward  on  the 
present  timetable  could 
jeopardise  the  European 
Union's  achievements  and 
threaten  division. 

The  former  Foreign  Secre¬ 
tary.  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  pro-Europeans  of  the 
Thatcher  and  Major  era,  is  the 
latest  European  statesman  to 
cast  doubt  on  whether  mone¬ 
tary  union  could  ever  happen. 
He  urged  the  German  Gov¬ 
ernment  to  propose  that  it 
should  be  delayed. 

"I  do  not  know  whether  it 
will  ever  happen."  he  said.  “I 
do  not  think  it  will  happen  in 
1999  ...  I  do  not  think  it  will 
work  out  in  the  next  three  or 
four  years."  He  added:  “The 
Germans  are  in  the  best 
position  to  say  that  this  was  a 
perfectly  honourable  and  good 
idea,  that  its  day  may  come 
but  that  the  timing  of  it  now  is 
just  not  working  out" 

Mr  Hurd's  outspoken  re¬ 
marks  came  as  the  British 
European  •  Union  official 
sacked  this  month  for  his 
attack  on  monetary  union 
delivered  a  savage  parting 
shot  at  Brussels,  claiming  that 
he  had  been  treated  luce  a 
suspected  criminal. 

Bernard  Connolly,  writing 
in  The  Times  today,  suggests 
that  he  was  sacked  from  his 
job  as  head  of  the  unit  moni¬ 


toring  the  European  monetaiy 
System  for  a  political  “crime" 
and  that  his  offence  had  been 
to  get  things  right  as  the  past 
few  months  had  shown. 

He  claims  that  he  has  been 
subjected  to  a  smear  cam¬ 
paign  and  says  that  his  sack¬ 
ing  gives  no  encouragement  to 
those  who  hope  for  greater 
openness  and  realism  on 
European  monetary  issues. 

“The  past  few  weeks  have 
seen  an  explosion  of  comment 
in  practically  every  EU  coun¬ 
try.  from  politicians,  bankers, 
academics  and  industrialists, 
on  the  impracticably  and  dan¬ 
gers  of  the  Maastricht  process. 
Are  we  now  seeing  in  Western 
Europe  the  beginnings  of  an 
awakening  on  monetaiy  is¬ 
sues  to  match  the  earlier  poli¬ 
tical  awakening  to  the  East?" 

Unless  the  glimmerings  of 


Connolly:  sacked  for 
a  "political  crime" 


realism  on  the  Continent  so 
Car  seen  only  on  the  fringes  of 
power,  penetrated  to  the  core, 

“the  whole  of  Western  Europe 
win  find  it  hard  not  to  sink 
further  into  an  economic  mire 
and  a  period  of  political 
resentment". 

Mr  Hurd,  interviewed  on 
The  World  at  One  on  Radio  4. 
said:  “There  is  a  danger  that  if 
the  single  currency  is  pressed 
forward  on  the  present  timeta¬ 
ble  it  will  begin  to  unravel  the 
things  we  have  already 
achieved,  like  foe  single  mar¬ 
ket  Instead  of  bong  a  leap 
forward  to  unity  it  might  turn 
info  a  retreat  info  rather  bad- 
tempered  ■  division."  He  op¬ 
posed  a  softening  of  foe  con¬ 
vergence  criteria  and  said  the 
Germans  would  never  agree 
to  it 

Conservatives  keeping  a 
careful  eye  on  Brussels  noted 
yesterday  that  Britain’s  opt- 
out  from  foe  social  chapter 
exempted  British  firms  from 
proposed  EU  laws  guarantee¬ 
ing  fathers  as  well  as  mothers 
at  least  three  months  off  work 
after  childbirth. 

Ministers  meanwhile  tried 
to  make  their  hypocrisy  • 
charges  against  Labour  cover 
its  European  policy.  Malcolm 
Rifldnd,  foe  Foreign  Secre¬ 
tary.  told  Tony  Blair  fo  back 
British  industry  ty  jettisoning 
Labour's  commitment  to  foe 
social  chapter.  • 

Bernard  Connolly,  page  IS  Clare  Short  leaving  the  NEC  meeting  yesterday 


NEARLY  ninety  ^  members 
have  resigned  from  the  Lab- 
r0ur  Party  over  Harriet 
Harman's  decision  to  send  her 
son  to  a  grammar  school,  it 
emerged  last  night 

Labour  officials  said  that  89 
members  had  written  to  the- 
party’s  headquarters  during 
thepast  week  saying  they  were 
resigning  over  her  derision. 
Several  backbenchers  said 
they  had  received  letters  from 
members  threatening  to  quit 
and  predicted  more- resigna¬ 
tions.  However,  party  officials 
later  said  that  U01  members 
had  joined  the  party  in  the 
past  week,  matching  the  re¬ 
cent  average  weekly  rise. 

The  figures  ,  were  disclosed 
as  the  labour  Party,  which 
has  about  365,000  members, ' 
derided  immediately  to  ditdi 
its  policy  .  of  all-women 
shortlists.  The  party’s  Nat¬ 
ional  Executive  Committee 
(NEC)  voted  not  to  appeal 
against  a  tribunal  ruling  that 
its  all-women  .  shortlists  for 
parliamentary  seats  breached 
sex  discrimination  laws. 

The  derision  followed  legal 
advice  that  the  party  couldnor 
be  confident  of  winning  an 
appeal-  A  statement  from  the 
Labour  leadership  also  ar¬ 
gued  that  foe  time-consuming 
appeals  process  Was  a  "dis¬ 
traction"  in  the  run-up  to  a 
general  election.  However, 
foe  NEC- agreed  to  set  up  a 
working  group  to  examine 
ways  of  increasing  foe  total  of 
women  MPS. 

•.  Eleven  COTStituenoes'whjdt 
were  drawing  up  all-women 
shortlists  will  have  to  rerun ' 


their  selection  processes.  The  "J 
NEC  has  uif^  nine  constitu¬ 
ent  fl:hoj^  to  win  to  draw 
up  a  new  timetable  for  selec¬ 
tion  immediately,  so  that  they 
can  have  candidates  in  place 
as  soon  as  possible. 

The  remaining  11  seats 'still 
fo  select  candidates  will  wait 
until : .  the  working  group 
reports  next  month.  Officials 
riazmed  that  aD  35  women 
who  had  been  selected  under 
foe  quota  system,  and  en¬ 
dorsed  by  foe  NEC,  would 
remain  in  place. 

Officials  said  the  working 
group,  headed  by  John  Pres¬ 
cott.  foe  deputy  leader,  would 
look  at  ways  of  encouraging 
those  stiD  selecting  candidates 
to  choose  women.  However. 
they  emphasised -  dial  any 
diktat  from  the  NEC  or  any 
new  mechanism,  would 
breach  the  tribbtial  ruling. 

Ms  Harman'S  derision  to 
send  her  son  to  a  grammar 
school  was  also  raised  ar  the  * 
NEC  during  Mr  Blairs  report  * 
to  the  meeting.  Ms  Hannan 
derided  to  repeat  some  of  her' 
speech  to  the  Parliamentary  •-< 
Labour  Party  in-  which  she 
regretted  the  embarrassment  \ 
she  had  caused  the  party. 

In  a  40-minute  debate, 
NEC  monbers  agreed  that  the 
party  had  to  unite  and  im¬ 
prove  its  presentation  before 
foe  general  election.  Robin 
Cook  is  understood  to  have 
emphasised  foe  need  to  "hone 
down  arid  shape;  up  policy 
and  presaitatiqn". 

Fifteen  suspended,  page  10 
Letters,  page  19 


LSD  troops  I  NHS  trust  chiefs  1  Royal  tape 


Continued  from  page  1 
sergeant  major  was  so 
severely  affected  that  after  the 
exercise  he  removed  most  of 
his  dotfaes  and  sat  on  his  bed 
“wearing  only  his  under¬ 
clothes  and  a  seraphic  smile". 
Two-and-a-half  hours  later  he 
complained  of  feeling  “tensed 
up"  and  he  was  sent  to  see  a 
psychiatrist. 

In  Operation  Recount,  foe 
object  was  to  see  whether  there 
was  any  interaction  between 
drugged  and  undrugged  men. 
The  experiments  showed  that 
foe  control  group  of  un¬ 
drugged  soldiers  (fid  have  a 
positive  influence  on  those 
who  had  been  given  LSD. 

However,  in  the  end  foe 
Porton  Down  experiments  ap¬ 
peared  to  produce  no  practical 
results  because  foe  authorities 
decided  that  LSD  in  aerosol 
form  would  not  be  effective. 
Evidence  showed  thar  absorp¬ 
tion  of  LSD  in  the  air  was 
poor. 

When  only  small  doses  of 
LSD  were  green,  foe  soldiers 
were  able  to  maintain  reason¬ 
able  discipline,  but  over  sev¬ 
eral  days  thrir  capabilities 
became  gradually  more  im¬ 
paired.  One  file  records  that 
T34356  “is  a  most  powerful 
incaparitor  even  of  highly 
trained  and  motivated  infan¬ 
try".  With  a  dose  of  200 
micrograms  communication 
between  the  soldiers  became 
“chaotic'1. 

One  file  says:  “By  the  time 
the  recipient  (of  information) 
had  been  woken  up  enough  to 
realise  someone  was  talking  to 
him.  the  speaker  had  forgotten 
what  he  was  supposed  to  be 
saying."  Men  waited  aimless¬ 
ly  around  the  exercise  area, 
exposing  themselves  to  enemy 
fire  “in  total  disregard  for 
cover". 


receive  30%  rises 
in  pay  explosion 

By  Jeremy  Laurance,  health  correspondent 


PAY  rises  of  up  to  30  per  cent 
have  been  awarded  to  chief 
executives  of  NHS  trusts 
amid  signs  of  a  salary  explo¬ 
sion  at  the  top  of  foe  health 
service.  The  average  rise  was 
7.6  per  cent  in  foe  year  to  last 
March,  more  than  twice  foe 
3.2  per  cent  received  by 
nurses,  according  to  a  survey. 

Sue  chief  executives,  had 
rises  in  total  remuneration  tif 
more  than  20  per  cent  (along 
foe  highest  '  paid  over 
£100,000,  including  bonuses, 
and  benefits  but  enfolding 
pension  contributions. 

The  figures  amie  after  dis¬ 
closures  that  consultant  sala- . 
ries  are  leaping  above  NHS 
pay  scales  as  trusts  compete 
for  specialists  in  short  supply. 
Psychiatrists,  anaesthetists 
and  paediatricians  are  com¬ 
manding  premiums  of  up  to 
E20JJ0Q  above  the  NHS  maxi- 
mum  of  £52,440 

Unison,  the  largest  NHS 
union,  said:  The  public  Will 
regard  many  of  foes?  in¬ 
creases.  bonus  payments  and 
other  perks  as  quite  unjustifi¬ 
able  in  relation  to  foe  treat¬ 
ment  handed  out  to  hard 
pressed  health  steffit" 

Philip  Hunt  director  of  foe 
National  Association  of 
Health  Authorities  and 
Trusts,  said  the  salaries  of 
most  trust  chief  executives 
were  modest  by  comparison 
with  the  private  sector.  “It's  a 
very  tough  job.  Where  there 
have  been  large  rises  it  is 
partly  to  do  with  a  judgment 


font  they  have  taken  on  more 
responsibility." 

The  higest  paid  NHS  chief 
executive  identified  in  the 
survey  by  Incomes  Data  Ser-.  j 
vices  is  Mark  Rees  of  Brom¬ 
ley  Hospitals  NHS  Trust  in  | 
southeast  London,  who  re-  i 
ceived  £101,000  in  1994-95. 

The  survey,  covering  250 
trusts,  about  three  .quarters  of 
the  fetal  in.  March  1994, 
omitted  some,  such  as  Guy’s 
and  StrTboma^s  izt  London, 
the-ilargest  in  the  country, 
b^wtuse  they -did  not  return, 
raspes.  of  their  annual  ac-. 

:  cctaits.  The  total  earnings  of - 
Tim  Matthews,  chief  exeextv 
tiveof  Gay's  and  St  Thomas&jj 
were  £107.000  in  1994-95. 

The  .highest  pay  rise  of 
per  :  cent  was  awarded  ^ 

of^Gnunpian  Healthcare 
NHS  Trast,~takmg  ins  total 
earnings  to  £97,000.  .  . 

The  highest  paid director; 
foe  survey  found,  was  Dr 
Willie  Harris,  medical  dir¬ 
ector  of  St  Mary's  Hospital,  - 
London,  and  a  consultant  in 
gefuto-urinazy  medicine  who 
earned  £120,000  in  1994-95.  Dr 
Harris  said:  T  am  qurte 
delighted  if  I  am  at  the  peak  of 
the  pay  levels  but  1  think  you 
will  find  other  medical  direc¬ 
tors  who  are  higher  paid  than 
I  am.  My  pay  is  an-araatgam 
of  my  NHS  salary,  a  higher 
level  merit  award  and  . man¬ 
agement  pay." 

-  MPs  bicker,  page  10 


Continued  from  page  1 
in  Ingddisffiorpe.  near  Kong’s 
Lynn,  was  taken  to  his  local 
police  station  yesterday  in 
apotice  car.  but  officers 
emphasised  he  was  not  being 
arrested  and  was  acawnpany- 
'  ing  them  voluntarily.  . 

-  After,  he  was  named  in 

yesterday •s  Sim,  Mr  Hawkins 
was  suspended  from  duties  at 
the  Queen  Elizabeth  Hospital 
King’s  Lynn.  Richard  Vo* 
ning.  chief  executive  of,  the 
King’s  Lynn  and  "Wisbech 
Hospitals  Trust  saidr  “As  a 
hospital  trust  we  expect  abso¬ 
lute  confidentiality  and  high 
standards  of  discretion  train 
all  our  staff."  -  . 

Mr  Hawkins,  who  is  mar¬ 
ried  to  a  nurse  and  has  two 
children,  is  alleged  to  have 
tried'  to  sell  the  tape  for 
£50.000  to  The  Sun.  7he 
newspaper  said  that  it  had  not 
paid  him  any  money. 

A  scanner  ‘costing  £200. 
possession  of  which  is  not 
illegal;  can  be  used  to  intercept 
signals  from  old-style  ana¬ 
logue  mobile  telephones. 

-  Modem  digital  telephones  are 
more  difficult  to  track. 

The  Duke  was  said-to  have 
been  using  an  analogue  tele- 
phbne  because  of  poor  recep¬ 
tion  at  Sandringham. 


□  An  industrial  tribunal  hear¬ 
ing  (report,  leading  article, 
Januaiy  19)  concerning  a  male 
typist  found  unequivocally, 
and  not  cm  a  technicality,  for 
the  respondents,  Office  Angels. 

□  The  Right  Rey  Francis 
Walmsley  is  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Bishop  of  the  Forces,  not 
the  Anglican  bishop  (report, 
yesterday). 


Gummer  blocks  Royal  Opera  move 


By  Marcus  Binney 

THE  Royal  Opera  House  has  suffered  a 
new  setback  in  its  search  far  a  temporary 
home  during  rebuilding  at  Covent 
Garden.  John  Gummer,  tint  .Environ¬ 
ment  Secretary,  yesterday  announced  a 
public  inquiry  into  the  plan  for  a 
temporary  opera  house  beside  Tower 
Bridge,  which  secured  funding  this  week. 

This  put  to  an  end  hopes  of  completing 
foe  temporary  venue  before  Covent 
Garden  doses  in  September  1997  for  its 
£214  million  renovation,  and  makes  It 
unlikely  to  be  used  by  the  Royal  Opera 
and  Royal  Ballet  companies.  -The  jplan 


was  initially  threatened  when  the  second 
potential  tenant  of  the  Tower  Bridge 
building,  foe  Disney  Corporation,  with¬ 
drew.  Bat  Credit  Lyonnais  had  found  a 
speculative  investor  willing  to  take  the 
nsk  of  finding  future  tenants. 

Clive  Timms,  financial  director  of  foe; 
Royal  Opera  House,  said  last  night 
“Credit  Lyonnais  told  us  this  week  they, 
were  in  a  position  to  go  ahead  with  foie 
financing  of  the  project  Some  £26  mil¬ 
lion  was  potentially  avaflablcto  cover  the 
acquisition  of  foe  land  and  foe  costs  of 
constructing  and  fitting  out  the  building. 

“We  are  very  disqrpointed  but  not: 
surprised.  The  schetnchad  the  fuILsup- 


port  of  Soufowark  council  and  there  were 
no  formal. objections.  But  oar  planning 
advisers -say  Mr  Gummer*?  intervention 
could  delay  foe  projectl8  months."  • 

•• .  The  proposal  had  die  support  of  the 
Royal  Fine  Art  Commission  and  English 
Heritage.  In  a  letter  yesterday,  however, 
Mr  Gammer  told  foe  council  he  wished, 
to  take-  the  planning  derision  on  tint 
proposed  opera  house  himself  “in  viewof 
tite  sensitivity  of  foe  site  nert-to  Tower 
Bridge- and  the  Tower  of  London-.  The 
promoters  of  foe  scheme  are  now  likely  to 
consider  withdrawing  tt. 

LaBoh&me  anniversary,  page  32 
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frantic  fight  to  save  Leah 


By  Michael Horsnell.  • 

'THE  parents  of  fiefo  Betts 
told  an  inquest  yesterday  of 
max  frantic  attempts  to  keep 
her  alive  as  she  slipped  into! 
coma  after  taking  an  Ecstasy 
tablet  - 

Raul  Betts,  a  fbrtoer  police¬ 
man.  and  his  wife  Janet  sat 
holding  hands  as  they  told  the 
inquest  in  Chelmsford,  Essex, 
of  Leah’S  collapse  after  taking 
the  tablet  at  her  I&h  birthday 
party.  Mrs  Betts  said  she 
knew  something  was  wrong" 
when  she  saw  that  Leah’s  eyes 
were  enormous,  “Hke  some¬ 
thing  out  of  a  horror  film" 

Dr  John  Henry,  consultant 
physician  al tGuyV  Hospital* ‘ 
national  poisons  information 
service  told  the  inquest  that,  in 
some  cases,  people  who  took 
Ecstasy  found  that  it  reduced 
their  ability  to  deal  with  water 
through  their  kidneys.  Water 
was  retained  in  the  body,  die 
blood  diluted  and' the  brain 
swelled.  Leah,  who  had  drunk  • 
several  cups  of  water  quickly, 
was  effectively  .  brain-dead 
within  15  minutes,  of  first 
feeling  ill. 

Dr  Henry  said;  “If  Leah  had 
taken  the  drug  alone  she 
might  have  survived.-.  If  she. 
had  drunk  the  water  alone  she 
might  have  survived-. But  the 
effect  of  the  drug  and  drinking 
the  water  were  almost  certain¬ 
ly  responsible  for  theJadneys 
not  passing  out  foe  water  and 
caused  the  blood  to  be  diluted 
and  the  brain  to  swdLr 
Mr  Betts  said  thatfoe  had 

Thief  says 
partners 
murdered 
yacht  crew 

By  Bob  Graham 

.  IN  ANTIGUA 

A  RAID  on  a  British  mffliaq- 
aire's  yacht  wiridited  ,tq  the  • 
torture  and  murder  qf  four 
people  was  yesterday  describ-; 
ed  to  the  HighyrGourt .  in. 
Antigua  by  one  otthe  kiflds.  '; . 

Donaldson  Samuel was  one 
of  the  three  men  who  slipped 
aboard  foe bSft  ketch  asit^ was. 
moored  overnight  at  the. -is¬ 
land  of  Barbuda.  -He  ^has. 
admitted  manslaughter^  and 
was  giving  evidence  as  a" 
prosecution  witness. 

Rex  Mackay.  QC,  for.  the 
prosecution,  described  Vthe 
killings  of  fan  Cridland.,33, 
the  skipper;  Thomas  :Wff- 
1  tarns,  22,  the  deckhand,  and  : 
Kathy  and  Bill  Clever,  the 
guests,  as  a  “savage  and 
sadistic  e#ecutian?Y  ;  .  - 

Samuel.  .23,  has  -.changed, 
his  original  ptea  of  not  guflty. 
to  murder,  to  an  admission  of, 
guilt  to  manslaughter.  He:' 
daimed  he  ahd.Meffansan. 
Harris,  23,.  add  Marvin  Jo*- 
seph,  22,  planned  “to  get  some 
money  at  gunpoint  It  was  all 
Maivm  Joseph*  idea.*  V~-'. 

Samuel  told  tbe  awnt  how 
he  searched  the  Challengers 
cabins  and.  found  a  video 
camera  andasm^anuxmtof 
cash.  “At  that  fime-1  waspav 
my  cnvn.  Thecrpw  wore  sitting 
around  the  table  when  I  last; 
saw  them.  sjffl  alivt  i  w^S; 
ready  to  go  bo*  because  w*.- 
had  finished  whatwe’d  crime, 
for.  Then  when  I  went  ba  ck;  in 
they  'were  all  dead.  Shot  fry-, 
and  Marvin.”  :  '  _ 

Samuel  yesterday  deniecf  in  . 
a  .heated  -exchange  with 
.Clement  Bird,  for  the  defence; 
-That  he  had  changed  his  plea 
because  he  wanted  to  escape  . 
the  death  sentence.  Samuel 
claimed  it  -  was  because  he 
played  no  part  in  the  killings. 
The  trial  continues.  . 


Leak  Betts:  collapsed 
after  drinking  water 

;  collected  Leah,  an  A4evd  stu¬ 
dent,  from  her  Saturday  job 
an  the  afternoon  of  the  .party 
and  had  returned  with  one  of 
her  friends,  Sarah  CargEU,  to 
the  family  .  home  .  at 
Latchingdon, 'Essex.  “She  was. 
a  bit .  on  edge  -waiting  for 
people  to  come,"  he  said. 
“They  didn’t ;  arrive  tiotil 
8.30pm  and  from  then  on  the  - 
party  went  cm .  perfectly, 
normally.*-  .  • 

Sarah  said  mastaternent 
that  she  and  Leah  had  Ob'- 
tamed,  four  Ecstasy  tablets 
from  a  friend.  They  figd  taken 
foe  drug  together  op  about ' 
four,  previous  occasions.1  but 
were  told  that  the  latest  pdls 
were  stranger.  \‘  . 

The  girls  derided to  swallow 
a  whofe  tabkt  each 'at  about 
7.4^wn  as  -foey  warted  for  ; 


guests  to  arrive.  "1  fdi  differ¬ 
ent  from  how .  j  -  had  an 
previous  occasoos,  bit  T  still 
felt  fine."  Sarah  said. 

During  foe  course  of  foe 
evening  Leah  had  drunk  a 
Malibu  and  a  Bacardi 
Breezer,  but  steered  dear  of 
her.  usual  drink  of  vodka. 
Sarah  said  die  saw  Leah 
smoking  a  marijuana  cigar¬ 
ette  during  foe  course  of  the 
evening  and  that.  Leah  had 
said  on  a  couple  of  occasions 
that  she  had  wanted  towel  her 
lips  with  water. 

Ax  foe  end  of  the  evening 
Leah  went  upstairs,  complain¬ 
ing  of  feeling  thirsty.  She 
asked  Sarah  to  accompany  her 
to  foe  bathroom.. where  she 
drank  six  or  seven  .cups  of 
water,  erne  after  the  other, 
before  screaming  out  that  she 
had  &' “terrific  headache  and  a 
funny  feeling  in  her  legs”. 

Ax  .about  1230am  Leah's 
younger  brother,  William, 
called  Mrs  and Mrs  Betts, 
who  were  watching  a  video  in  1 
the  kitchen,  to  come  to  Leah’s 
assistance.  Mrs  Betts.  Leah’s 

stepmother,  sakfc'Twent  up¬ 
stairs  and  I  foundher  leaning 
over  the  wash  ‘basin.  She 
turned  round  and;  whqt  1  saw 
her  eyes  X  knew  there  was 
something  wrong."  v 
.  Leah  vomited  then  cob 
lapsed  with  her  legs  wrapped 
around  the  door.  “At  this  time 
rite  was  still  coherent  you 
could  still. hoMLa  conversation 
with  her,”  her  father  fold  Dr 
Makphn  Weir,  the  coroner. 
“We  tried  to  put.  her  into  the 


recovery  position  to  lessen  any 
damage  she  would  cause 


Policewoman  was 
gold  courier  in 
£3.5m  VAT  scam 


B*  Tim  Jones 


:  A  ,  POLICE  Officer  ' was  fouxid 

pohcomtoi  in 
a -  E2D.miUion  gold  smuggling  ‘ 
rmg-^DjdeGibnorer25.acted 
as  .a  .GDttrier  dbring  _at-  feast '. 
■  four  trips  to  Bdgium  wfthher 
fofoer  to  buy  hrnluim  - 1 
-  Gtbpore,  whohke  her  father 
Michael  -  G£bfoore.f53.  .served 
'.with  foe  West  Merda  force, 
will  be  sentenced  m  four 
!  week^time.  Herfafoer  ptead: 

!'  ed  gmltyat  thestartbf  thetriaf 
-*  Grown 

L  Court,,  wret  London,  of  .con- 
spiring-wfot  ofoers  fo  evade 
:  EL5.  rfoiBipri  ofVATnii  the 
importation  of  gokLUe  will  be 
;  sentenced  tomorrow.;. 

The  scam,  masternimded  by  : 
J«5EvahKanda.  a  jeweller  froiri 
Birmingham,  involved  buying' 
i  three  tons  of-gold- fo  Belgium 
-and  Luxembourg,  where  only 
-tip  fo.r  per  cent  fo  tax  was. 
payable,  and  'smuggling.- the. 
ingots,  valued  at  E8.000  each, 
into  Britain  in  cars.  '  •' 

• .  The  gold  was  fold  by  jewe¬ 
lers  .adding  VAT  at  V7S  per 
j  ceot  ard  iiettedfoe  ga^  £35 
infiBcsu  which  has  been  recoiv-  > 


Gftmore  helped  father 
to  smuggle  gold  bullion 


.  ered.  Although  Customs  iden: 
tiffed  foe  '  gang  leaders, 

.  Gilraore.  a  probationary  of- 
'  freer,  was  unwittingly  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  arrest  oLhexsdf 
arid  her  father.  j. 

The  .pair  "ean^itilTthri- 

-  attention  at  foe  .jrtxthbntiesy 
oc^.  aftei^  iMinare'  imKtecf 

-  that .  threats  by-,  a -  former  ■ 
boyfriend  to  expose  her  gold 
smuggling  activities  should  be 
reported  to  police.  He  >vvas 
arrested  for  attempted  black- 

-  maff  but  the  staiy.  he  told 
police  about  otfc.  of;  their 
ooffeagues  anda.foifocr  mem¬ 
ber  erf  the  "force  left  them 
amazed,  the  court  was  fold. 

In  evidence,  Gffmor^'  of 
Bridtenorfo/  Shrc^pshire.  said 
she  had  gone  with  her  father 
totbeQwtiircmlwtonlyto 
keep  him  company.  However, 

.  customs  investigators  found 
foat  on  foe  trips  she  collected 
gold  for  smuggling. 

-  Midiael  Gfimpre  admitted 
24  snuggling  runs  during 
whkh  be  brought  bade  over  a 
-fond  of  a  ton  qf  gold.  He  said 
he  Irecaixfe  pari  of  fo&  jring 
>  because  be  was  farir^  finan¬ 
cial  ruin  after  foe  couapse  of 
his  business.  His  .  partner, 
David  Fta.  a.  solicitor,  who 
;  was'  also  involved _wifo‘ ^  'the 
gang,  committed  suicide. 

‘Surrinder  Kumar,  a  jewd- 
‘ler,  of  Sutton  ColdBeJd,  was 
alto  found  guilty  and  will  be 
1  sentenced  later.  Police  are  still 
hying  to  find  Jeevan  Karida. 

As  she  left  court  after  bong 
granted  bail,  Gflraore,  who 
has  a  young  daughter,  said 
she  fotmded  to  appeal. 

The  law  an  gold  in  Britain 
has  been  changed.  VAT  is  no 
longer  paid  qa  bullion  but 
trnly  from  foe  point  at  which  it 
is  turned  into  jewellery-  Cus¬ 
toms.  say  this  has  almost 
entirely  eradicated  gold  smug¬ 
gling  fraud  within  the  EU, 


& 


One  word  from  coach  huts 


They  carried  her  to  her 
bedroom.  “She  was  dawing 
and  screaming  at  me  to  help 
her,"  Mrs  Betts  sakL  She  was 
suffering  excruciating  stom¬ 
ach  and  head  pains,  saying 
her  skull  fdt  as  if  it  was  on  the 
point  of  exploding. 

Mr -Betts  said:  “She  was 
screaming  at  the  pain  in  her 

legs  and  the  pain  in  her 
stomach  and  screaming, 
-Mum.  please  help  me' " 

Mrs  Betts  said:  “I  had  just 
got  through  to  ambulance 
control,  and  Leah  suddenly 
stopped  breathing.  1  shook 
her.  it  was  like  everything  was 
m  stow-motion.” 

Mr  Betts  said  he  pumped 
his  daughter's  chest  until  she 
regurgitated,  forcing  him  to 
stop.  Her  heart  continued  to 
beat  and  his  wife  kept  on  with 
resuscitation  until  the  ambu¬ 
lance  and  police  arrived. 

Dr  Weir  recorded  a  verdict 
of  accidental  death,  caused  by 
non-dependent  abuse  of  Ecsta¬ 
sy.  At  the  end  of  foe  QCknihute 
hearing,  he  said:  “I  would  like 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  stoicism 
and  strength  of  character  of 
Mr  and  Mrs  Betts  in  the  pari 
two  months.  1  can  only  hope 
that  all  their  efforts  to  bring  to 
foe  public  forum  the  dangers 
of  Ecstasy  will  -be  listened  to 
by  people  who  expose  them¬ 
selves  to  this  dangerous  drug. 
Even  if  it  prevents  one  mare 
fatality  Leah's  death  will  not 
have  been  in  vain." 


Paul  and  Janet  Beds  outside  Chelmsford  Coroner's  Court  yesterday 
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Celine 
police  in 
plea  to 
hauliers 

Eh'  Bill  Frost 

DETECTIVES  hunting  foe 
killer  of  Celine  Figard,  the 
French  student  whose  body 
was  found  in  woodland  just 
after  Christmas,  have  ap¬ 
proached  22500  haulage 
firms  asking  for  help.  Mw 
Figard.  IQ,  was  last  seen  ai 
Chieveley  service  station  on 
foe  M4  in  Berkshire,  accept¬ 
ing  a  lift  from  foe  driver  of  a 
Mercedes  lorry. 

Detective  Chief  Superin¬ 
tendent  John  McCammoni.  of 
West  Mercia  police,  said  that 
letters  being  sent  to  firms 
contained  descriptions  of  the 
lorry  and  driver.  “I  am  appeal¬ 
ing  io  haulage  operators  to 
study  these  and  to  lei  me  know 
of  any  individual  who  may  be 
of  interest  to  us.  We  have  a 
DNa  profile  nf  the  man  we  are 
seeking  and  have  started  ob¬ 
taining  samples  from  lorry 
drivers." 

However,  hauliers  claimed 
last  night  that  police  had 
failed  to  take  up  offers  of  help 
from  the  industry.  One  said: 
“A  lot  of  us  were  keen  to  co¬ 
operate  but  the  police  failed  to 
come  back  to  us.  It's  more 
than  possible  that  one  of  those 
who  wanted  to  help  may  have 
vital  information  that  could 
lead  detectives  to  the  killer." 

Police  needed  any  sugges¬ 
tion  that  detectives  were  slow 
to  react  to  offers  of  help  and 
said  that  the  inquiry  had 
initially  been  in  the  hands  of 
another  force.  “Her disappear¬ 
ance  was  treated  as  a  missing 
person  case  until  we  found  the 
f  body.” 


WANT 


At  Abbey  National  we've  extended  our  range  erf" mortgages  even  further  so  voo  can  find  the  ideal 
one  for  you. 

The  choice  for  Home  Movers  includes: 

•  A  Fixed  Rate  of  5.29%  53%  APR  until  J  1st  May  1998  combined  with  a  2% 

Cashback  of  up  to  £4,000. 

•  'A  Variable  Rate  mortgage  with  a  discount  of  2%  until  3 1  st  May  1 998  combined 
wifo  a  2%  Cashback  of  up  to  £4,000. 

•  Or  a  5%  Cashback  of  up  to  £6,000  with  our  Standard  Variable  Rate  mortgage. 

We  alto  offer  a  range  of  other  fixed  and  Discounted  tforiaWe  Rate  packages  including  special 
offers  for  our  existing  mortgage  customers  to  provide  even  more  help  with  moving  home. 

ft  a  easy  to  find  out  which  of -our  mortgage  offers  suits  you  best  by  talking  to  one  of  our 
experienced  mortgage  advisors.  Just  contact  your  local  branch  or  call  us  free  on  0800  100  800. 
MorkUy  to  Friday  8.00am  to  9.00pm  or  Saturday  8.00am  to  4.00pm,  quoting  reference  A3S3A. 


If  NATIONAL 

The  habit  of  a  lifetime 


I--  .out  of  ' 
£  when,  faced 

}  ii  wifo;  a  foot  You '  .have 
*  -  ;  cwainiy  .  lauded  yoorself 


_  ,r' ;  Fsfc  .supporters V: of  tKe 
,  :.-«foqS.  m  Mefksham.  WHf 

r  ft  a  Bot;' 

§  L&  coach  ftmakes  b«fc- 

f"  ..  fog  tedkar  onfers  jto  foc 

",  .Pe&^  Mowday,  foe  head 


1 '  Taylor  turn 

;ati^wbenlte  was  En^ahd 


:  :  Every'  'time* someone 
started  rCro&  ChrisT.  a 

-  flock  rf, Christophers  eras-. 

erossed  foe  field  Hke  scatfer- 

mg  billiard  balk.  ; 

An  unhelpful  compfica- 
.  tion  was  ttofoe  viriting 
team  also  contained  five 
Chretitoher^  whirii  made  it 
“a.',  yery.'conftisnig,  game* , 
aecordhtg  ,to.  Chris’.  Need¬ 
ham,  Kk  AJoeritfs.feft  back. 
>A t-'flSs  begmning  dF  the 
indmea  few  tieotile called  out. 


v  also  10,  foe  keeper; 

•  shouted.  ‘Chm''  rally  loud 
once  and  abont  see'  people 
sbqiped  and  tucind  round." 
The  match  ended  in  a  - 0-0 
draw.  x: 

'  Mr  Mowday.  the  coach 
and  xeferee  .as  .weD  as  head 
.  of  the 405iptqni  schppl  said: 

boys  doite1  well  ‘r-seach 
Chris  desexved.httplace. . 
It  is^qnite  remarkable  foat 
we  should  have  v  so  many 
Christophere  at  foe  idtool 
aod  that  sa  many  of  them 
should  be  gbod^t  footbaiL" 


pUR  HOaE  I?  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  D0  H07  KEEP  UP  REPAYMENTS  ON  A  MORTGAGE  OR  OTHER  LOAN  SECURE!!  OnTt 

to  In  lmpri>.fag  «n-»er^io^iM-Buvr(wdd»»otri!or  alb  to  Abbey  Najoail  biirci.  Thf  aiw  5 Fi»d  R*ir  iw  Mi  rv,™™ —j.  ''WIT. 

tswlomEM  raovteg  borne  «i»  do  not  wtadj  hw  »  Monger  «<A  Abbey  Nitkoul  rad  where  tbdr  deport  evrert*  2V*-.  Other  pudurn  neiUble  denend  an  "ri,h  m  to 

offer  rduex.  See  to  bfwh  for  drttif*.  Far  ihr  ahon  fixed  Roe  then  ii  J  ooo  ndiandabk  hnoluv  fct  of  AJS0  ud  rtmolrlkin  rouit ufcepbcr  he  JI  7MfJ,i,L,i.!T  4q»ort  and  term  «er  which  the  tpeujl 

mot,  taie  placrby  ^.96^  offer.  end  ^  be  ^Wt^rn  «  tnv  Hcnr\  ,  condiUoo  ofZCLe,  ^  ™abtc  ***  tod 

Ifjwtrtdtch  Awn,  *e  Ptart  «-e  brf-*  dwaJofU*  fined  period  or  «r1u*  from  ibr  Suited  Variable  Rate  tktt  wJL^pU  ahex  dw  ^  WimWr  5.3001 . 

«n**=ned«-  repaid^  be  pndb.  Dde^med  «WJto»*U(«cepl  pwmrmmt  a  repayment 

'Vvtotde  Rate  renvolly  7.  S*S.  ’M*3  3I.S.98:  a  ample  (male  and  fonafr)  who  curremF.  do  not  haw  a  nwrieaee  with  Abber  National  iww,  _  c“fI'Pir  (or  *  d>«™tint  no  mir  StanOud 

porriiMe  price  of  £60,000  wmd  ora  2S  j* as.  3t»manMr  <«««  pmiB  tf  l!S).»  net  <d  Ux  rtfieC  tdbn  the  Sad  t4<J  000  Wbri"E  fur  »"  «ul«nneiit  mortgage  of  t.40.000  nn  a 

tH.TTM J  todmlea  I17S  to^eetton  fee,  itode^hinUn*  fre  riurpi  i,  redemptive.  (.117.(0  legal  l^SLoel  niamau  «  i58  «  S  ammmt  pa«bf 

ton.  i2aL4B.Nn  ha.  been  taken  rfrty  db^Tto  tomrJrntm.  hTZexunple  w  Sfe  11 "  Z7'‘!%  ^  Ml 

apnmtottO  ibe  dfactHmt  derived  srfll  be  made  iftfe  M*rig.gr-«i  redeemed,  mwrin)  tram  nriahte  rate  term,  nr  a  capital  mmnrnt  fexcent  nmul  “  tnOT“-  *“*»  ■»«**♦  repavnirttw.  A  chifw 

5?^*  fZr&Vto**'0  *c<fiwoaW  »  Rlrd  lUepariagr  >  Aargreqohaieotlo  dw  Cadduri,  ncriwd  wtUhcmXir^i  «««*-  ro"rlPfc'  Wore  J1.S.2WJI. 

adnore  md  >  chaise  oeerthe  policy.  AH  EouS  to  an  and  «hurion  Kid  are  ant  mtUde  to  peiwu  uder  18  wan  of  w  iiui™,,  vj  "T8^  w  polin  f..r  the  amount  nf  d>r 

m  cemtoeara.  p»^.  whkWr  w  toweej-  We.r«p^e  d*  ln  be  m«rrd,  U  Botimumd  thnrart  m,  we  ..  ^  "T«dred  If  d«-  loan  r.crrd,  7iS  the  properly',  «luat  ton  [nt 

JUnoimet  at  time  rfffipgto  pr«c.  -A.  .  p^emagr  nf  *e  pnrcW  price  or  vahrtioa  rtttotr  U  Wri„«  tpouBtmxie  aVatbUe  on  r™** 

pentoo  Uto  md,  AUqr  Jtalonl.  *r  UmWH.  Conjde  «mhol  -ri  The  habi,  ^  Mb  ,»  mrr,  JrT.. 

M*7  tvatmiuj  pic,  Abbry  ^  ^  w  Uadnn  „W|  «L.  Uru.eJ  Kingdom 


the  TIMES  THin?gr>a,»  PPDPTT^Y  j  &g6 
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STUART  MARTIN 


i 

:  >C 


'•?  f  in; 


”  -Dalva  Alberce 
ARTS  CORRESPONDENT 

teSw*  and  ad- 

Jectors  have  been  astonished 

S'  "*  discovery  that  Edgar 
Degas,  the  IftlHsmiay  mas-. 
;er.  painted  dozens  of  his  most 
unportant  late  works  with  his 
nngers  and  thumbs. 

They  don’t  particularly  lik* 
to  be  told;  their  pictures  were 
painted  with  thumbs/v  Rich¬ 
ard  KendalL  fihe  leading  De¬ 
gas ;  scholar,  said.  His  findings 
will,  be  published-  by  Ihd 
National  Gallery  to  coincide 
with  an  exhibition  on  Degas 
opening  on  May  22.. .  .. 

“It  has  shocked  ■collectors," 
he  said.  “You  should  see  their. 

.."P*?-  crumble:  They 
don't  like  it,.  It  sounds  a  very 
20th-century  thingto  da" 

“Flngerprini”  pictures  in¬ 
clude  _  Dancers.  PinJc  arid  ■ 
Green,  a  masterpiece  fiom  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  in 
New  York,  Woman  at  her 
Bath.  fromToronto,  and  Blue 


Degas  a  self-portrait 

D  oncers,  from  the  -Musee 
d'Orsay,  Paris.  In  ffiatpicture, 
he. said,  fingerprints.  can  be' 
detected  across  much  of  the 
surface,  particularly  in  the 
background,  foliage,  “bnce 
you  see  them,  you  can’t  see 
anything  but."  he  said. 

Although  jainting  is  literal¬ 
ly  a  hai^-onactivily,  Mr 
Kendall  said ,  this  aspect  had 
been  pwriopRed by:  stfwfajre. . 


scattering 


He  made  the  discovery  while 
researching  ZJegos  Beyond 
Impressionism,  an  exhibition 
of  the  artist’s  late  works,  for 
the  NalioaQal.Gallcty. 

That  thfs  is  the  first  Impor¬ 
tant  show  devoted  to  this 
•  period  would  have  surprised 

Degas's  contemporary  Renoir, 
who  once  said:  “If  Degas  had 
died  at  5Q,  he  would  have  been 
remembered  as  an  excellent 
.painter,  no  more:  it  is  after  his 
fiftieth  year  that  his  work 
broadens  out  and  that  he 
really  becomes  Degas/v 

Mr  Kendall  said  that  since 
-  the  last  Impressionist  exhibi- 
' tiori  of  1886,  Degas’s  career 
L  had  been  shrouded  in  mys¬ 
tery  "He  virtually  stopped, 
■exhibiting,  allowed  only  dose 
friends  into  his  studio  and  it 
was  even  rumoured  that  he 
had  become  hhnd.  Though  he 
.  lived  for  n  further  three  de¬ 
cades,  the  pictures  and  sculp- 
-  tures  of  this  late  period  haw 
remained  an  enigma,  little 
-r  researched  and.  largely  . un¬ 
known  to  the  general  public." 

;  Degas  turned  to  the  technique 
in  the  ISQOs.  wtan  he  was  in 
his  sixties;  '.  . 

.John  Leighton,  curator  of 
19tihcentnry  paintings  at  the 
National  Galleiy,  said'  the 
research  would, transform  an 
image  of  Vegas  producing 
exquisite  pictures  with  dcMcale 
brushstrokes.  After  the  initial 
'  shock,  -he  smd.  people  would 
.appreciate  that  these  pictures  - 
brae  the  most  tfirecl-traoe  of 
the  master,.  ■ 

Mr  Ka^iall  suggested  that 
Degas  might  h^e;  been 
fewmg  the'^xampleof  Titism.  • 
thti  Mih-cenfuty  .’.  Venetian 
whagm  '  be  is  kntiwn  to  have 
admired:  While  Titian'S  crai- 
tempScaries  mtapre«I  &iL 
ger-painting  as  a  sure -sign 
thatthemaster  had  finafiy  lost 
WsmarblesDje  said.  Dias’s 
imagination  was  fixed  by  it  i 
“Hewas  alechnical  anarchist.  i 
Pissarro  onci  called  him  an  i 
‘anarchist  inari1'/’-*  ■  « 

Others  whose  prints  have-  i 
been  studied  fcy  art  detectives  1 
include  Ttinier.  Mr  Kendall  c 
said,  however,  that  the  extent  1 
to  which  pegas  USed  his  was  i 
umitoal  and  he ,  mad  e  no  r 
attempt  to  disguise  them.-  ’  -  . 


Identical  twins  RacbeJ  and 
Laura  Boyce  recovering  yes¬ 
terday  after  the  same  fife- 
saving  heart  operation  at 
Southampton  General  Hos- 
pwtaL  The  girls,  aged  three, 
were  born  with  a  heart  mur¬ 
mur  caused  fey  a  narrowing 
of  the  aorta,  the  main  artery 
leading  to  the  heart  (Ioanna 
Bale  writes).  Their  condition 
was  detected  shortly  after 


Heart  surgeon  sees  double 


they  were  born  but  surgeons 
derided  to  wait  until  they 
were  older  before  operating. 

Robert  Lamb,  the  consul¬ 
tant  cardiac  surgeon  who 
performed  the  three-hour  op¬ 
erations  ten  days  ago,  said: 
“It  is  extremely  rare  for 


identical  twins  to  have  the 
same  heart  problem.  Al¬ 
though  they  may  look  the 
same  on  the  outside,  normal¬ 
ly  twins  vtiD  be  different  in 
their  physiological  make-up, 
but  when  we  did  blood  and 
heart  tests  on  Laura  a«i 


Rachel  there  was  no  way  we 
could  tell  them  apart.” 

The  girls  returned  to  their 
borne  in  Tadley,  Hampshire, 
yesterday.  Lee  Boyce.  30, 
their  father,  said:  They  have 
been  incredibly  brave.  Laura 
and  Rachel  do  everything 


together  and  can’t  bear  to  be 
apart.  When  they  were  in 
intensive  care  the  doctors 
drew  curtains  around  their 
beds  bm  the  girls  made  them 
pull  them  back  so  they  could 
wave  to  cadi  other.” 

Mr  Lamb  said:  Tf  we  had 
not  done  the  operation  they 
would  have  suffered  serious 
problems  and  probably  have 
died  in  their  teens.” 


Parents  sue  health  trust  over 
death  of  babies  in  hospital 


A  .HEALTH  trust  is  being 
sued  by  parents  whose  babies 
died  after  an  operation  for  a 
heart  defect. 

The  actions  follow  the 
deaths  of  nine  babies  out  of  13 
who  underwentthe  procedure 
-to.  Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. 
The  operation  was  performed 
cm  babies  bom  with  the  two 
main  blood  vessels  going  into 
tfie  heart  transposed.  The 
surgeons  switched  them  back 
in  a  single  operation.  The 
tobies,  all  under  a  year  old, 
died  in  a  five-year  period  to 
last  March.  The  death  rale 
was  piore  than  twiqe^  the 
national  average.  J 
/  The  trust  suspended  the 


£1.3m  award  to  father 
challenged  by  insurer 


procedure  for  11  months  and 
brought  in  a  new  medical 
team  after  concerns  were 
raised.  The  ‘  results  of  an 
investigation  were  published 
yesterday,  showing  that  from 
1990  to  1995  the  Bristol  cardiac 
team’s  results  were  compara¬ 
ble  with  similar  units  else¬ 
where  in  Britain  —  except  for 
the  two  surgical  procedures 
that  had  caused  concern. 

Mr  Robert  McKinlay,  chair¬ 
man  of  the  United  Bristol 
Healthcare  NHS  Trust,  said 
that  a  "small  number  of 
parents  were  involved  in  legal 
actions.  He  declined  to  say  if 
the  trust  would  be  contesting 
the  claims.  "All  the  children 


operated  on  were  all  seriously 
ill."  he  said.  “We  wiU  be 
discussing  each  case  carefully 
and  sympathetically  with  each 
family." 

The  trust  has  carried  out  100 
operations  in  a  new  unit  at 
Bristol  Children’s  Hospital. 
Previously,  operations  on 
children  were  part  of  the  heart 
surgery  unit  at  Bristol  Royal 
Infirmary.  Only  two  of  the 
new  team's  operations  in¬ 
volved  the  “switch"  procedure 
and  both  were  successful. 

The  board  said  it  was 
confident  that  sufficient  steps 
had  now  been  taken  to  ensure 
a  very  high  standard  of  cardi¬ 
ac  surgery  for  children.  j 


A  FATHER  who  was  awarded 
record  E1.3  million  damages 
for  post-traumatic  stress  disor¬ 
der  after  his  two  daughters 
drowned  in  an  accident  should 
not  have  received  a  penny,  the 
Court  of  Appeal  was  told 
yesterday. 

Peter  Vernon’s  children  died 
when  a  car  driven  by  thdr 
nanny,  Katherine  Bosley, 
plunged  into  a  river.  Miss 
Bosley  escaped  but  Mr  Ver¬ 
non  and  his  wife.  '  Prue, 
watched  from  the  bank  as 
rescuers  tried  to  save  Philippa, 
7.  and  Theresa,  3.  A  friend  of 
the  girls  also  died. 

A  year  ago  Mr  Justice 
Sediey  said  at  the  High  Court 
that  the  accident  in  I9S2  had 


destroyed  the  marriage  of  Mr 
Vernon,  53.  from  Tetbury. 
Gloucestershire,  changed  his 
personally  and  left  him  a  help¬ 
less  shadow  of  his  former  self. 

But  the  insurer  of  Miss 
Bosley,  which  is  liable  for  the 
award,  argued  yesterday  that 
Mr  Vemon  became  ill  not 
through  witnessing  the  events 
but  because  of  ihe  grief  that 
any  parent  would  fed  at  the 
loss  of  much-loved  children  — 
for  which  no  damages  are 
recoverable — and  subsequent 
events  such  as  the  collapse  of 
his  manufacturing  company 
and  a  head  injuiy  suffered  in  a 
car  accident. 

The  appeal  hearing  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  last  ten  days. 
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Gummer’s  U-turn 


spells  doom  for 
the  ruddy  duck 


B\  Nick  Nuttaxl.  environment  correspondent 


HUNDREDS  of  ruddy  ducks 
are  to  be  shot  on  lakes  and 
ponds  in  Britain  after  a 
rethink  by  John  Gummer. 

Two  weeks  ago  The  Times 
disclosed  that  the  Environ¬ 
ment  Secretary  was  to  aban¬ 
don  plans  to  cull  ruddy  ducks 
after  English  Nature-  his  wild¬ 
life  advisory  group,  gave  a 
warning  that  it  would  be 
costly  and  might  fail  to 
achieve  its  objective  of  saving 
the  Spanish  white-headed 
duck  from  extinction.  Mr 
Gummer  was  also  worried 
that  animal  lovers  would 
object. 

But  yesterday  it  emerged 
that  Mr  Gummer  has  over¬ 
came  his  resen' ations  and 
decided  to  press  ahead  with 
the  cull  after  being  persuaded 
by  conservation  groups,  led  by 
the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Protection  of  Birds.  They  ar¬ 
gued  that  a  cull  was  needed  to 
help  stop  mig rations  of  ruddy 
ducks  from  Britain.  Ruddies 
have  been  taking  flight  to 
interbreed  with  the  threatened 
white-headed  species  in  re¬ 
gions  such  as  Andalucii  con¬ 
servationists  claim. 

A  Department  of  the  Envi¬ 
ronment  spokesman  said: 
“Mr  Gummer  believes  the 
public  can  understand  that 
this  is  necessary  to  conserve 
the  white-headed  duck."  The 


Environment  Secretary  has 
written  to  Viscount  Cran- 
brook.  English  Nature’s  chair¬ 
man.  ordering  the  cull  as  a 
priority.  Mr  Gummer  told 
Lord  Cranbrook  that  he  want¬ 
ed  a  two-year  trial  to  start  this 
spring. 

Chris  Harbard  of  the  RSPB 
said  yesterday:  “We  would 
have  been  dismayed  if  the 
decision  had  gone  the  other 
way.  It  would  have  thrown 
away  three  years  of  research, 
it  would  also  have  sent  the 
white-headed  duck  to  its  death 
before  we  could  have  discov¬ 
ered  whether  we  can  save  it.“ 

The  regional  trial  follows 
research  into  how  many  rud¬ 
dies  are  in  Britain,  where  they 
are  and  what  methods  are 
likely  to  control  their  num¬ 
bers’  Ba^  Hughes,  head  of 
species  management  and  con¬ 
servation  at  the  Wildfowl  and 


Ruddy  dude  faces  cull 


Wetlands  Trust,  said  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  up  to  a  thou¬ 
sand  ruddy  ducks  congreg¬ 
ated  on  a  handful  of  sites, 
including  Chew  Valley  Lake  in 
Avon.  Blithfield  reservoir. 
Staffordshire,  and  Rutland 
Water.  Leicestershire. 

In  the  breeding  season, 
from  early  March,  the  birds 
split  into  pairs  across  large 
parts  of  the  country.  The  main 
breeding  sites  are  Llyn  Pen- 
rhyn  on  Anglesey  and  one  in 
the  West  Midlands.  Tests  have 
been  carried  out  to  see  if  egg 
pricking  or  shooting  would  be 
most  cost-effective. 

Shooting  appears  to  be  the 
best  option.  During  the  breed¬ 
ing  season  males  approach 
humans  to  defend  their  terri¬ 
tory.  making  them  an  easy 
target  "One  option  might  also 
be  to  catch  birds  on  the  nest 
and  humanely  destroy  them," 
Mr  Harbard  said. 

A  few  ruddy  ducks  were 
imported  into  Britain  from 
North  America  35  years  ago 
but  they  have  now  grown  to 
more  than  3300.  Without 
action  they  could  increase  to 
more  than  10.000  by  the  turn 
of  the  century. 

Experts  have  linked  the 
arrival  in  Spain  of  ruddy 
ducks  and  the  emergence  of 
hybrid  ducks  in  Spain  with  the 
rise  in  the  British  population. 
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By  Nigel  Hawres 
and  Sick  Nutta ll 


Masks  may  also  make  an  environmental  statement 


CYCLISTS  who  wear  [anti¬ 
pollution  masks,  are  doing 
little  more  than  making  a 
fashion  statement,  a  confer¬ 
ence  was  told  yesterday.  The 
masks,  also  used  by  police 
officers,  are  unlikely  to  absorb 
the  tiny  particles  from  diesel 
exhausts  or  carboomonoxide. 

Hie  masks  have  become 
common  on  urban  streets  as 
the  pollution  has  risen  and 
cyding  has  gained  renewed 
popularity.  They  are  also 
worn  by  police  on  traffic  duty 
and  at  busy  events. 

But  Professor  -  Michael 
Besser,  chairman  of  the  con¬ 
ference  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians;  London,  said: 
“They  are  a  fashion  accessory.” 

Dr  Robert  Maynard,  of  the 
Department  of  Health,  said: 
“There  is  no  doubt  that  if  you 
take  a  mask  off  after  a 
fortnight  the  filter  will  be  full 
of  black  stuff.  Anyone  will  be . 
glad  they  didn’t  breathe  it  in. 
Bui  in  my  opinion  it  is 
unlikely  to  take  out  any  of  the 
small  particles  in  pollution, 
and  these  are  the  ones  we  are 
worried  about  nowadays. 

“This,  is.simply.a  prattler  of 
physics.  TotakecAUthe  small 
particles  yon  need  a~  lot  of 
energy,,  either  force  to  sedi¬ 
ment  itbiit or  pressure  to  filter 
ft.  All  people  are  doing  is 
•covering  tiieir  ifilces  and 
breatiiing  through  these 
masks.  There  is  certainly  not 
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A  Thames  Valley  officer 
on  duty  at  Ascot  ".. 


enough  energy,  to  remove 
small  particles. 

“The  masks  are  also  unlike¬ 
ly  to  remove  carbon  monox¬ 
ide  because  ft  is  a '  very 
unreaoive  gas  and  won't  react 
with  the  mask." 

Cyding  groups  said  yester¬ 
day  that  the  masks  were  also 
an  environmental  statement 
driving  home  the  point  that 
the  Government  and  councils 
needed  ttf reduce  pollution. 

The  London  Cycling  Cam¬ 
paign  said:  “Masks  are  very 
much  a:  personal  matter. 
Some  cyclists  think  they  work, 
others  do  not.  The  pollution 
should'  be  dealt  with  rather 
than  people  being  forced -to 
wear  masks."  : 

The  price  of  masks  varies 
greatly.  The  cheapest  costs 


£4.95  and  consists  of  sponges 
with  a  filter  in  the  middle: 
The  Respro  Urban  Survival 

-  City  AntiPoIlixtion  -  Mask. 
■  which  costs  £19.95,  darms  to 

conform  to  World  Health 
Organisation  guidelines  on 
.  air  pollution.  It  has  a  two-way 
valve  for  easy  breathing  and 
replaceable  filters. 

Some  car  manufacturers, 
including  Ford,  Vauxhall  and 
Jaguar,  now  provide  filters  to 
limit  the  amount  of  pollution 
'  entering  the  veWdc.. 

-  The  police  do  not  have  a  ser 
policy  on  smog  masks. 
Thames  Valley  said  last  night 
that  they  were  issued  to 
officers  on  traffic  duty  at  large 
public  events,  such  as  racing 
at  Ascot.  The  Metropolitan 
Police  does  not  issue  masks 

J  for  routine  duties  but  officers 
.who  want  to  wear  them  may 
seek  permission  from  theft- 
superiors.  “Provided  the 
masks  are  deemed  suitable 
do  thing  they  may  be  used,  as  a 
sensible  precaution,"  Scot¬ 
land  Yard  said.  .. 

□  Helmets  worn  by  cyclists 
may  be  equally  ineffective.  A 
report  published  by  the  Policy 
Studies  Institute  suggested 
the  protection  they  provide 
has  been  ■  exaggerated  and 
could  encourage  cyclists  to 
take  risks.  . 

The  report  said  that  nearly 
all  deaths  .of  cydists  occurred 
in  collisions  with  cars  and* 
that  the  protection  given  by  a 
helmet  was  “very  limited  in 
these  circumstances". 


Car  advert  to 


By  Alexandra  Freas,  media  correspondent 


THE  first  homosexual,  kiss  in. 
a  British  television  commer¬ 
cial  will  be  broadcast  .tomor¬ 
row  night  by  Peugeot,  the 
French  car  manufacturer. 

The  commercial,  which  will 
occupy  the  entire  three-minute 
spot  midway  through  (TV's 
News  at  Ten.  features  images 
inducting  two  men  kissing  cm 
the  mouth.  It  will  be  followed 
next  month  by  an  advertise¬ 
ment  for  Virgin  Vodka,  which 
features  two  young  men  Toss¬ 
ing  in  a  mendy  bar. 

,  Conservative  MPs  attacked 
advertisers  lastnight  for  low¬ 
ering  standards  of  decency  an 
television.  Lady  Olga  Mak-  . 
land,  Toiy  MP  for  Sutton  and 
Cheam.  said  that  she  found 
the  notion  of  men  kissing  on 
television  “in  extremely  bad 
taste"  and  questioned  how  it 
could  be  allowed.  . 

Although  -  IesbianV  kisses 
have  featured  several  times  on 
television,  including  in  the 
soap  opera  Brookside  on 
Channel  4,  many  m  theirtdus- 
tty  believe  that  the  public  is. 
reluctant  to  acoept  th&  sight  of ... 


two  men  kissing.  The  brewer 
Guinness  is  understood  to 
-  have  abandoned  a'  plan  last 
year'  to  show  a  gay  couple 
kissing  because  of  concern 
about  adverse  public  reaction. 
.  ■:  Peugeot  said  the  -male  kiss 
in  its-  advertisement  for  the 
new. *106  model  was  designed 
to  be  confused  with  a  kiss  of 
fife.  “We  are  saying,  ‘You  can 
be  whatever  you  want  to  be 
and.  if  you  want  to  buy  a  car 
that  expresses  that,  then  buy  a 
Peugeot.'"^  . 

•  Virgin -  Vodka,  whose  30- 
second  -commercial  will  be 
screened  first  on  MTV.  the 
cable  and  satellite  channel, 
said  that  the  company  warned 
to  appeal  to  all  adults.  “We  are 
simply  acknowledging  -  that 
the  gay  community  is  a  very 
important  consumer  group.” 

Maiy.  Whitehouse,  former 
president  of  the  National 
Viewers-'  and  Listeners’  Asso¬ 
ciation.  .said:  “Quite  honestly, 
if  that  is  the  only  way  they  can 
find  to  advertise  their  prod¬ 
ucts,  then  their  products  cam 
be  up  to  much." 
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BRINGING  LOW  COST 
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Hot  weather 
helped  farms 
reap  an  extra 
£lbn  last  year 

By  Michael  Hornsby,  agriculture  correspondent 


FARMERS  earned  El  billion 
more  last  year  than  in  1994, 
partly  because  of  the  long  hot 
summer.  According  to  figures 
released  by  rhe  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  yesterday,  farm¬ 
ers’  profits  rose  by  34  per  cent 
from  E3.015  billion  to  E4.027 
billion. 

The  eood  weather  produced 
one  of  the  highest  quality 
harvests  for  years  at  a  time 
when  prices  were  kept  high  by 
a  worldwide  grain  shortage 
caused  by  droughts  and  poor 
growing  conditions  in  many 
other  countries. 

Farmers'  incomes  have  ris¬ 
en  for  four  years  in  a  row 
while  the  rest  of  the  economy 
has  been  struggling  out  of 
recession.  Arable  farmers’ 
earnings  have  more  than  dou¬ 
bled  in  real  value  since  1991. 

Douglas  Hogg,  the  Agricul¬ 
ture  Minister,  said  yesterday 
that  government  policy  had 
played  a  big  part  in  improving 
farmers'  profits.  He  said: 
“Low  inflation  kept  down  costs 
and  continued  low  interest 
rates  kept  the  industry’s  inter¬ 
est  payments  at  abour  40  per 
cent  below  their  1990  levels." 

A  much  bigger  factor,  how¬ 
ever.  has  been  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  favourable  weather  and 
prices,  with  the  25  per  cent 
depredation  of  the  pound 
since  Britain's  withdrawal 
from  the  European  Union's 
exchange-rate  mechanism  in 
the  autumn  of  1992.  The  effect 
of  the  depredation  has  been  to 
raise  the  sterling  value  of  EU 
form  subsidies  by  25  per  cent 

Last  year  arable  farmers 
received  El  .1  billion  in  direct 
cash  grants  from  the  EU 


simply  for  putting  crops  in  the 
ground.  They  received  anoth¬ 
er  £200  million  for  growing 
nothing  on  12  per  cent  of  their 
land  under  the  set-aside 
scheme. 

The  bonanza  is  rhe  paradox¬ 
ical  and  unintended  result  of 
reforms  introduced  four  years 
ago  to  reduce  the  long-term 
cost  of  the  EU^S  common 
agricultural  policy.  These  in¬ 
volved.  among  other  things,  a 
36  per  cent  cut  over  three  years 
in  guaranteed  cereal  prices. 

In  fact,  cereals  were  fetch¬ 
ing  higher  prices  last  year 
than  three  years  earlier,  while 
rhe  subsidies  paid  to  British 
farmers  to  offset  the  (as  it 
turned  out)  non-existent  price 
cuts  have  risen  steadily. 

Ian  Gardiner,  director  of 
farm  policy  at  the  National 
Farmers*  Union,  said:  “Much 
of  the  extra  cash  is  being 
ploughed  back  into  farms. 
Investment  in  such  things  as 
stock  and  machinery  had 
dropped  to  about  E1J  billion  a 
year  in  1991  but  is  now  up  to 
about  £2.3  billion. 

"This  improvement  was 
very  necessary.  It  needs  to  be 
remembered  that  farm  in¬ 
comes,  in  real  terms,  are  now 
just  getting  back  to  the  levels 
of  ten  years  ago  before  the 
depression  of  the  late  1980s 
and  early  1990s." 

The  good  rimes  should  con¬ 
tinue  this  year,  but  the  rising 
price  of  imported  items  such 
as  tractors  and  fertilisers  is 
starting  to  bite.  Pig  and  poul¬ 
try  farmers  have  seen  their 
costs  rise  sharply.  Many  hill 
fanners  still  have  net  incomes 
of  less  than  E10.000  a  year. 


Lethargic  anenome 
lives  for  1,000  years 

By  Nigel  Hawkes,  science  editor 


AMERICAN  scientists  have 
discovered  that  a  sea  anem¬ 
one  called  Gerardia  can  live 
for  more  than  a  thousand 
years  —  if  sitting  on  the  sea 
bed  eating  whatever  passes 
can  be  called  living. 

Dr  Ellen  DruffeL  of  die 
University  of  California  at 
Irvine,  used  carbon-dating  to 
establish  the  age  of  three 
Gerardia  specimens  found  in 
the  Bahamas.  They  were 
found  at  a  depth  of 620  metres 
and  were  brought  to  the 
surface  by  the  American 
Navy's  Alvin  submersible. 

Dr  Druffd  reports  in  the 
scientific  journal  Geochimica 


et  Cosmochimica  Acta  that 
the  anemones  had  been 
around  for  between  1.500  and 
2.100  years,  which  means  they 
started  life  at  the  time  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  “1  was  as¬ 
tounded,"  Dr  Druffel  toki 
New  Scientist.  “1  figured  that 
a  lifetime  of  one  to  two 
millennia  was  just  too  long 
for  a  single  animaL" 

The  discovery  could  pro¬ 
vide  information  about  the 
past.  The  carbon  in  the  anem¬ 
one's  skeleton  comes  from 
that  trapped  by  plankton,  so 
could  proride  an  index  of  the 
productivity  of  the  ocean  over 
the  past  2,000  years. 


Richard  Leakey  and 
the  Sixth  Extinction 


THE  FIVE  mass  extinctions 
of  species  on  the  planet  were 
all  natural  disasters.  Speak¬ 
ing  at  a  Times l  Dillons 
lecture  on  Monday.  Febru¬ 
ary  L2,  chaired  by  Richard 
Dawkins.  Richard  Leakey, 
the  Kenyan  politician  and 
renowned  palaeoanthropol- 
ogist  and  conservationist, 
will  warn  us  that  we  are 
heading  for  a  sixth. 

Our  capacity  to  exploit 
the  world’s  resources  be¬ 
yond  the  point  of  natural 
renewal  is  leading  us  to  the 
verge  of  a  man-made  catas¬ 
trophe,  he  says.  Homo  sapi¬ 
ens  could  destroy  entire 
species i  and  trigger  the  sixth 
extinction. 


The  lecture  marks  the 
publication  of  Dr  Leakey's 
new  book  (with  Roger 
Lewin).  The  Sixth  Extinc¬ 
tion:  Biodiversity  and  Its 
Survival  (Weiderifeld  &  Nic- 
olson,  £18.99),  and  will  be 
held  at  the  Institute  of 
Education.  20  Bedford  Way. 
London  WC1.  starting  at 
7.30pm.  Tickets  at  £10  (£7.50 
concessions!,  which  in- 
dudes  £3  off  the  price  of  Dr 
Leakey's  book,  are  available 
by  phoning  0171-915  6613,  by 
faxing  the  coupon  below  on 
0171-580  7680,  or  by  sending 
the  coupon  with  your  remit¬ 
tance  to:  Dillons.  S2  Gower 
Street.  London  WCIE  6EQ. 
where  rickets  cm  also  be 
purchased. 


Pleas*  send  me . tkfcetfcl  at  CIO  each  (concessions  £750) 

lor  Ibe  Richard  Leakey  Lecture  at  the  Institute  of  Education. 
ZD  Bedford  Way.  London  WCI.  on  Monday.  February  12 
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Print  name . . . . . . . . . . 
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Toad  puts 
best  hand 
forward  to 
disprove 
doubters 

By  Nigel  Hawkes 

SCIENCE  EDITOR 


THE  European  toad  is  in- 
dined  to  be  right-handed, 
experiments  by  Italian  scien¬ 
tists  have  shown. 

The  common  toad.  Bufo 
bufo .  joins  humans,  monkeys 
and  some  birds  in  showing  a 
preference  for  using  one 
limb  rather  than  the  other. 
The  finding  of  handedness  in 
such  a  lowly  creature  could 
cast  light  on  bow  stub 
asymmetries  evolved. 

Dr  Angelo  Bisazza  and 
colleagues  from  the  universi¬ 
ties  of  Padua  and  Udine, 
assisted  by  two  Australian 
physiologists,  put  24  Euro¬ 
pean  toads  to  the  test  by 
wrapping  plastic  balloons 
around  their  heads.  They 
then  watched  to  see  which 
band  the  creature  would  use 
to  remove  the  balloon. 

By  a  majority  of  14  to  4.  the 
toads  favoured  the  right 
band.  The  rest  were  equally 
at  ease  with  either.  In  a 
larger  group  of  46  faced  with 


The  common  toad  now  joins  humans  and  monkeys  in  favouring  one  limb 


removing  a  piece  of  sticky 
paper  attached  in  rhe  area  of 
their  mouth  or  nose,  26  chose 
the  right  and  ten  the  left 
hand,  with  the  rest  showing 
no  preference. 

Curiously,  the  South  Amer¬ 
ican  cane  toad  did  not  show 
handedness  when  challenged 
with  the  sticky  paper,  but  did 
when  held  upside  down 
under  water  and  then  re¬ 
leased.  By  15  to  2.  the  cane 


toads  rolled  to  their  left 
using  (heir  right  hand  to 
control  rolling  to  the  upright 
position. 

The  team  says  in  Nature 
that  this  is  the  first  time  that 
handedness  has  been  detect¬ 
ed  in  amphibians.  But  chick¬ 
ens  have  been  shown  to 
scratch  Ihe  ground  with  their 
right  feet  while  mice  and 
several  species  of  primates 
also  show  preference  for  one 


side  rather  than  the  other. 

The  evolution  of  handed¬ 
ness  has  long  been  a  puzzle. 
The  evidence  is  that  it  begins 
to  become  apparent  very  ear¬ 
ly  in  embryonic  life,  and  that 
it  is  linked  with  the  fact  that 
the  brain  itself  is  asymmetri¬ 
cal.  with  one  ride  differing  in 
structure  and  function  from 
the'  other.  Such  brain 
asymmetries  have  been  seen 
in  the  brains  of  frogs. 
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Intruder 
turns  tail 
after  alarm 
is  raised 

WHEN  a  woman  arrived- 
hofne  late  to’  discoveE  her 
burglar  alarm  ringing  she 
feared  she  had  become,  the 
victim,  of  a  third  break-in.  The 
disarray  in.  her  sitting  roam, 
with  ornaments  smashed  and 
a  picture  tom  off  the  wall, 
strengthened  her  fears. 

.But  after  ringing  the  police 
in  tears.  Lorraine  O’Neill 
came  face-to-face  with  foe 
intruder.. a  grey  squirrel  that 
had  run  amok  alter  falling 

down  the  chimney. 

Ms  O’NeiU,  41,  lost 
jewellery,  televisions  and- vid¬ 
eos  in  two  previous  raids  at 
her  home  near’  Warminster. 
Wiltshire.  “It  was  terrifying 
going  into  the  house  thinking 
that  the  raiders  might  still  be 
in  there,"  she  said.  "It  was 
only  when  l  was  on  foe  phone 
ihat  I  noticed  a  pair  of  eyes 
looking  at  me:  a  squirrel  was 
perched  on  the  curtain  "rafl." 

PC  Adrian  Bawden  said: 
’’When  we  arrived  the  lady 
said  she  had  already  found  the 
culprit  I  reached  for  my 
handcuffs  but  then  she  point¬ 
ed  to  the  .frightened  squirrel." 
The  animal  escaped  through  a 
door  before  it  could  be 
apprehended. 
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OR  SIMPLY,  THE  CASE  IN  FAVOUR  OF  ROADS  IN  GENERAL  THE  ORIGINAL  155  HAS  BEEN  BREATHTAKINGLY  REVAMPED  WITH  WIDER  FRONT  AND  REAR  WiNGS. 
NOTICE  ITS  WRAPAROUND  REAR  SPOILER,  BODY  COLOURED  PAINTED  SKIRTS  AND  16"  ALLOY  WHEELS;  THE  155  IS  POWEP.ED  BY  A  2.0  TV/IN-SPAP.K  16V  ENGINE. 
IT  COMES  WITH  LEATHER  STEERING  WHEEL  AND  EODY-HUGGJNS  SPORTS  SEATS.  IT'S  A  CAR  THAT  DEFINITELY  MAKES  DRIVING  BETTER  THAN  ARRIVING.  GO  ROUND 
TO  YOUR  NEAREST  DEALER  FOR  A  TEST  DRIVE  OR  RING  0300  718  000.  WE'RE  NOT  AGAINST  THE  ENVIRONMENT,  WE'RE  ALL  FOR  GETTING  MORE  PEOPLE  OUT  INTO  IT. 


ALFA  155.  THE  CASE  IN  FAVOUR 
OF  MORE  ROADS. 
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-  Army  to 

m 

increase 
checks  for 
explosives 

By  Michael  Evans 

DEFENCE  CORRESPONDENT 

THE  Army  is  to  increase 
the  number  of  metal-detec¬ 
tion  searches  for  unexplo¬ 
ded  devices  on  Dartmoor 
after  three  children  were 
injured,  one  seriously.  In 
an  explosion  last  year.  The 
children  were  walking 
with  their  parents  when 
they  found  a  mortar  that 
exploded  when  they  threw 
it  on  the  ground. 

The  most  seriously  inj¬ 
ured  was  Jenny  WorralL  SL 
who  had  emergency  surg¬ 
ery  after  shrapnel  entered 
her  chest  and  abdomen. 
Her  brothers  Gary.  10.  and 
Ricky,  9.  were  also  hurt 

The  family,  from  Ashb¬ 
urton,  near  Dartmoor,  had 
been  walking  on  the  Great 
Mis  Tor  near  Yelverton 
last  June  when  the  child¬ 
ren  came  across  a  Second 
World  War  mortar.  A 
board  of  inquiry  set  up  by 
the  Army,  which  has  live 
firing  ranges  on  Dart¬ 
moor.  has  now  reported  its 
findings  and  called  for 
tougher  safety  measures. 

One  recommendation  is 
to  increase  the  number  of 
co-ordinated  searches  us¬ 
ing  mine-detecting  parties 
and  metal  detectors.  Al¬ 
though  regular  checks  are 
made  on  training  areas, 
old  mortars  that  had  been 
buried  sometimes  find 
their  way  to  the  surface 
because  of  erosion. 


Please  shoot  me  within  24  hours,  says  the  Buddhist  monk  who  killed  woman  for  £12 


Backpacker’s  killer  to  be 
executed  by  machinegun 


From  Andrew  Drummond 

IN  BANGKOK 

THE  Buddhist  monk  who 
murdered  the  British  back¬ 
packer  Johannc  Masheder  in 
a  cave  in  Thailand  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  death  by  firing  squad 
yesterday. 

The  judge  in  Kanchanaburi. 
SO  miles  west  of  Bangkok, 
recommended  that  no  mercy 
be  shown  to  Yodchart 
Suaphoo.  23.  a  drug  addict. 
The  condemned  man  replied: 
“Please  kill  me'  within  24 
hours.  Take  me  and  shoot  me 
at  die  mouth  of  the  cave." 

Yodcharfs  request  is  un¬ 
likely  to  be  met.  All  executions 
in  Thailand  are  carried  out  in 
Bangkwang  Prison,  north  of 
Bangkok,  where  197  men  are 
on  death  row. 

The  prisoner  is  chained  to  a 
wooden  crucifix  with  his  back 
to  the  execurioner.  Behind  the 
crucifix  is  a  white  sheet  on 
which  a  target  is  placed.  The 
executioner  uses  a  Blackmann 
semi-automatic  machinegun. 

As  Yodchart.  was  led  from 
the  court,  he  said:  “1  want  to 
apologise  to  the  family  of  this 
girl.  I  want  to  pay  for  my 
crime."  He  said  he  could  not 
help  himself  because  of  his 
drug  addiction.  He  had  earlier 
told  the  court  “I  am  not  drunk 
and  not  drugged  today.  I  want 
the  court  to  kill  me  to  point  out 
what  1  have  done  wrong.1* 

The  shaven-headed  Yod¬ 
chart  wore  the  brown  uniform 
of  Kanchanaburi  Prison.  He 
was  handcuffed  and  his  legs 


Prisoners  are  strapped  to  a  cross  before  being  shot 


were  chained  together.  Judge 
Somchat  Thanyavinichkul 
ordered  his  execution  after  one 
day  of  evidence,  which  was  not 
contested.  The  sentence  must 
still  be  confirmed  by  the 
Supreme  Court  and  by  the 
King. 

Yodchart,  who  was  disrobed 
at  theTham  Khaopoon  temple 
in  Kanchanaburi  after  being 
arrested  for  the  killing,  admit¬ 
ted  murder,  concealing  Miss 
Masheder's  body  and  destroy¬ 
ing  evidence  of  the  crime.  He 
told  police  he  had  offered  to 
show  Miss  Masheder  around 
when  she  cycled  to  the  temple 
on  December  10. 

He  said:  “She  was  alone,  a 
very  beautiful  girl.  I  took  her 
around  the  first  cave  and  then 
offered  to  show  her  other  caves 
near  by.  She  came  with  me. 
We  were  above  a  cave  looking 
dawn  and  I  suddenly  said. 


‘Look  there.'  She  looked  down 
and  1  pushed  her.  grabbing 
her  bag  and  camera. 

“She  fell  30ft,  then  I  climbed 
down  after  her.  The  cave  was 
full  of  rubbish.  I  pushed  her 
body  to  the  side  so  she  oould 
not  be  seen  from  above  and 
climbed  out.  Slie  had  very 
tittle,  just  500  baht  [£12]  and  a 
camera.” 

Later,  in  a  reconstruction  — 
during  which  Yodchart  was 
attacked  by  a  mob  of  about 
200  people  —  he  told  police 
that  he  killed  Miss  Masheder 
by  smashing  a  rock  over  her 
head  after  she  tried  to  stop 
him  horn  stealing  her  bag. 

He  also  admitted  the  rape  of 
an  Austrian  tourist,  Inge 
Hdecek.  45,  three  days  before 
the  murder,  although  this  was 
not  one  of  the  charges.  The 
court  was  told  that  he  had  a 
long  criminal  record  and  had 


served  two  and  a  half  years  for 
the  rape  of  a  Thai  woman. 

The  death  sentence  comes  in 
a  week  when  Thailand  re¬ 
sumed  executions  by  firing 
squad  after  a  nine-year  break. 
Last  Sunday  a  Thai  man  - 
found  guilty  of  two  murders, 
including  a  policeman,  was  - 
executed  in  Bangkwang. 

Miss  Masheder's  body  was 
found  in,  the  cave,  near 
Yodcharfs  temple,  winch 
straddles  the  former  Burma- 
Siam  “death  railway”,  on  Jan¬ 
uary  14.  She  had  been  on  a 
round-the-world  backpacking 
tour  before  planning  to  start 
her  career  as  a  lawyer  with  a 
firm  of  solicitors  in  London. 

Her  parents,  Stuart  and 
Jackie  Masheder.  from 
Wincle,  Cheshire,  searched 
Thailand  for  two  weeks  after 
she  failed  to  return  home  for 
Christmas.  After  her  body  was 
found  her  father  said:  “She 
was  just  in  the  wrong  place  at 
the  wrong  time." 

Yodcharfs  swift  trial  is  seen 
as  an  attempt  by  the  Thai 
Government  to  reassure  tour¬ 
ists  that  the  country  is  safe  to 
visit  and  that  attacks  on 
visitors  will  not  be  tolerated. 

.  Before  the  trial  the  religious 
council  in  Kanchanaburi  art- 
J  nounced  that  it  had  sacked  the 
abbot  of  Tham  khaopoon  for 
neglect  The  Thai  Religious 
Affairs  Department  is  also 
investigating  allegations  that, 
three  other  monks  were  iiv- 
volved  in  drug-taking  at  the 
temple  and  that  women  were 
procured  by  the  monks  for  sex. 


- .  -  ----  .  s  • 


Yodchart  Suaphoo Rafter  being  sentenced  to  death  for  Joanne  Masheder’s  murder 

Village  mourns  victim  it 
had  taken  to  its  heart 
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JOHANNE  MASHEDER 
was  a  young  woman  who  was 
universally  loved,  "her  family 
and  friends  were  told  !ai;  her 
funeral  yesterday.  - 
As  mourrierspaeked  the  the 
village '-  church  in  ;  WmcIe, 
Cheshire,  the  Rev  David  Moir 
said  that  the  family  of  the  23- 
year-old  backpacker  should 
not  allow  her  murder  to  make 
them  bitter  and  resentful  '. 

.  The  death  .  ' of.  Miss 
Masheder,  a  newly  qualified 
solicitor  on  the  last  Leg  tf  a 
round-the-world  tript  had  left, 
the  village  devastated,  Mr 
Moir  said,  ^  wasn't  just  that 
it  was  someone-  from  onr 
village,  but  that  it  was  a 
young  member ,of-  a  family 
who  seemed  to  have  takes* 
this  village  to  their  hearts  and 
for  whom,  .  naturally,  that 
feeling  is  reaprocated. ' -. .  ; 

' .  “Not  <mfy  thaC  but  Jo  bad 
been  so  universally  loved  and 
so  full  of  life,  a  youngwoman 
of  whom  everyone  was  justly 
proud,  about  to-set  out  on  a 
career  in  berchostii  field.”- 
>•  The  funeral '  took  place 


■ '  Johanne  Masheder  on  ~ 
verge  of  legal  career 

hours  after  Yodchart  Sua¬ 
phoo.  2L  was  sentenced  to 
death.  Miss  Masheder's  par¬ 
ents.  Stuart  and  Jackie,  who 
travelled  to  Thailand '  to 
search  ,  for  her  when  she 
return  home  on  December  21, 
followed  her  coffin  through 
fte  snow-covered  graveyard 
ipto  the  chureh.  Their  other 
grown-up  children,  Tom  and 
Katie,  were  with  them.  . 

After  the  hymns  Dear  Lord 


and  Father  of  Mankind,  The 
King  of  Love  My  Shepherd  Is 
and  a  reading  from  die  Wis¬ 
dom  of  Solomon,  Mr  Moir 
ttrid  the  mourners:  “Grief  is  a 
debilitating  tiling  and  I  am 
sure  from  what  !  know  of 
JOharibe  that  she  wouldn’t 
.want  us  to  hold  on  too  much 
ito  tills  feeHng.”  Life  for  her 
famfly  would  never  be  the 
same  but  bitterness  and  re¬ 
sentment  must  not  take  over. 

He -said  Johanne  and  her 
“lovely  character"  was  in  ev¬ 
eryone’s  minds.  He  told  her 
family:  “She  will  always  re¬ 
main  a  fight  in  your  lives." 

After  the  service  Mr  Moir 
said  of  the  death  sentence  on 
Miss  Masheder's  kiQen  “Ret¬ 
ribution  is.  die  normal,  hu¬ 
man.  kneejerk  reaction. 
Hopefufly  you  will  be  able  to 
have  a  more  mature  reaction 
later.  It  is  all  to  do  with  bow 
you  think  of  God.1*  . 

Among  the  tributes  at  the 
graveyard  was  one  from  the 
Pinkertons  detective  agency 
in  Thailand,  which  helped  in 
the  month-tone  search  for  her. 
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Carling 
lawyers 
complain 
at  ruling 

By  A  Staff  Reporter 


SOLICITORS  acting  for 
Julia  Carling,  who  lost  her 
claim  on  Tuesday  that  she 
was  being  harassed  by  the 
press,  said  that  the  ruling 
ill  u  sira  led  the  unsatisfac¬ 
tory  nature  of  the  self- 
regulatory  system  for 
curbing  press  abuse. 

In  a  letter  to  Virginia 
Bono m ley.  the  Heritage 
Secretary,  they  said  that 
the  estranged  wife  of  the 
England  rugby  captain 
Will  Carling  had  been 
subjected  to  “gross  intru¬ 
sion"  after  revelations  of 
her  husband's  friendship 
with  the  Princess  of  Wales. 

Earlier,  the  Press  Com¬ 
plaints  Commission  had 
turned  down  claims  by 
Mrs  Carling  that  she  had 
been  harassed  by  photog¬ 
raphers  and  that  her  priva¬ 
cy  had  been  invaded.  The 
commission  said  that  in¬ 
terviews  she  had  given 
about  her  private  life  could 
not  be  discounted  when 
considering  her  complaint. 

“Persons  who  put  mat¬ 
ters  involving  their  private 
life  into  the  public  domain 
may  not  be  able  to  claim 
protection  when  articles 
are  published  without  their 
consent  and  which  seek  to 
comment  on.  clarify  or 
contrast  the  impression 
given  by  the  information 
provided  hy  the  persons 
concerned."  it  said.  Mrs 
Carling  had  clearly  done 
that  through  “articles  de¬ 
signed  in  part  to  enhance 
her  image  and  promote  her 
career  and  in  pursuance  of 
her  contractual  obligation 
to  publicise  herself”. 


Pledges  of  investment  ring  hollow  as  employees  are  not  paid 
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Marlin  Eckhard  Mamma,  who  bought  Eigg  last  March,  and  promised  to  fund  a  high-speed  ferry  for  islanders,  shops  and  a  luxury  hotel 

Eigg  loses  faith  in  elusive  laird 


By  Gillian  Bowditch.  Scotland  correspondent 


ISLANDERS  on  Eigg  in  (he 
Inner  Hebrides  are  becoming 
increasingly  doubtful  that 
their  mysterious  new  German 
laird  will  deliver  his  promise 
to  invest  millions  of  pounds  in 
their  community. 

Marlin  Eckhard  Maruma, 
who  describes  himself  as  an 
avant-garde  abstract  artist, 
has  not  been  seen  on  the 
island  since  last  summer. 
Efforts  by  the  islanders  to 
contact  him  have  been 
unsuccessful. 

Herr  Mamma  bought  the 
five  by  seven  mile  island  of 
Eigg  for  about  £!.(>  million  last 
March  from  Keith  Schellen- 
berg.  a  businessman  who  had 
been  involved  in  a  long  feud 
with  islanders. 

At  the  time  he  bought  Eigg. 
Gaelic  for  "the  notch".  Herr 


Mamma  said  he  would  sell 
his  paintings  to  finance  new 
shops,  a  luxury  hotel,  holiday 
chalets  and  a  high-speed  ferry 
for  the  island.  But  the  resid¬ 
ents'  association  this  week 
produced  a  statement  saying 
that  it  had  lost  all  confidence 
in  the  absent  landlord.  “He 
has  failed  to  fulfil  any  of  his 
initial  promises  and  there  has 
been  a  complete  lack  of  re¬ 
sponse  to  any  of  our  attempts 
at  communication.”  it  said. 

Three  islanders  employed 
by  him  have  not  been  paid 
since  December.  Donald 
Macfadyen.  who  looks  after 
livestock  for  Herr  Mamma, 
says:  ”IVe  seen  nothing  for 
five  weeks.”  Neil  Robertson 
says:  “My  wages  are  now  a 
week  later  than  they  normally 
are.  The  mm  ours  about  Mr 


J 

Schellenberg:  feud 

Mamma's  financial  difficul¬ 
ties  are  a  great  conoem." 

Many  of  the  holiday  homes 
on  Eigg  are  now  in  a  serious 
state  of  neglect  and  there  are 
concerns  about  the  dwindling 
population.  In  the  past  18 
months  15  islanders  have  left. 
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reducing  the  number  of  inhab¬ 
itants  to  60.  Many  of  the 
younger  islanders  are  out  of 
work.  A  community  buyout  is 
being  planned. 

Yesterday  Herr  Mamma 
said  that  Eigg  was  nek  for  sale. 
He  daimed  he  would  travel  to 
the  island  in  the  next  fortnight 
to  dispel  locals’  worries.  “At 
the  moment  I  do  not  want  to 
sell  Eigg,"  he  said.  ”1  love 
Eigg  and  in  the  next  couple  of 
weeks  1  will  visit  the  island  to 
dear  things  up.  1  am  the 
owner  and  want  to  stay  the 
owner.  At  the  moment  I  do  not 
need  to  self  it.  I  have  taken  a 
new  loan  to  develop  Eigg." 

Little  is  known  about  Herr 
Mamma’s  private  fife.  He  is 
in  his  forties  and  is  said  to 
have  luxurious  homes  in  Stutt¬ 
gart  and  Los  Angeles.  He 
claims  his  paintings  sell  for  up 
to  £300,000  and  have  been 


Cereal  ads 


owned  by  Marlon  Brando  and 
Jean-Paul  Sartre,  but  he  is  not 
well-known  in  the  art  world. 

The  public  prosecutor's  of¬ 
fice  in  Stuttgart  is  investigat¬ 
ing  Financial  transactions 
involving  Herr  Maruma  and 
the  island  is  believed  to  have 
been  used  as  collateral  against 
a  loan  of  more  than  £200.000 
made  .by  a  German  business¬ 
man  living  in  Hong  Kong. 
Herr  Maruma  says  this  loan 
has  been  taken  out  to  renovate 
the  island. 

One  resident  Colin  Carr,  is 
optimistic  that  a  community 
buyout  might  be  achieved.  He 
believes  Herr  Maruma  genu¬ 
inely  wanted  to  help  the  people 
of  Eigg  when  he  first  took  over 
and  might  be  sympathetic  to 
the  idea.  “We  have  been  in 
touch  with  funding  bodies 
who  might  be  prepared  to 
back  a  buyout."  Mr  Carr  said. 


‘encourage  Mother  in 
children  to  death  case 
eat  sugar’  given  bail 


By  Peter  Foster 

CEREAL  makers  are  bending 
advertising  rules  to  encourage 
children  to  eat  sugary,  low- 
fibre  breakfast  foods,  the  Con¬ 
sumers’  Association  said 
yesterday.  The  use  of  charac¬ 
ters  such  as  the  Sugar  Puffs 
Honey  Monster  and  Frosties’ 
Tony  the  Tiger  blurred  the 
line  between  advertising  and 
entertainment  and  encour¬ 
aged  children  to  pester  par¬ 
ents  into  buying  a  particular 
brand,  it  said. 

The  association's  magazine. 
Which?,  said  it  was  concerned 
that  advertisements  were  en¬ 
couraging  children  to  eat 
foods  high  in  sugar,  fat  and 
salt  It  intends  to  raise  the 
issue  with  the  Independent 
Television  Commission,  ar¬ 
guing  that  the  commission 
should  follow  the  spirit,  not 
the  letter,  of  its  rales. 

The  commission  said  that 
children  understood  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  editorial  pro¬ 
gramming  and  advertise¬ 
ments.  “We  have  no  problem 
with  Tony  Tiger  or  the  Honey 
Monster.  They  do  not  make 
any  misleading  claims. 

“Sugar  Puffs  arc  only  bad 
for  children  if  they  eat  noth¬ 
ing  but  Sugar  Puffs,  but  that 
is  never  suggested.  These 
adverts  do  not  bend  the  rules 
and  are  a  legitimate  form  of 
advertising." 

Advertising  Standards 
Authority  guidelines  for  chil¬ 
dren's  commercials  say  ad¬ 
vertisers  “should  not  actively 
encourage  {children]  to  make 
a  nuisance  of  themselves”.  An 
authority  spokesman  said:  “! 
do  not  think  these  adverts 
actively  encourage  children  to 
bother  their  parents." 

The  Which?  report  also 
tells  slimmer?  to  be  sceptical 
of  cereals  aimed  at  them.  It 
said  that  Kelloggs  Special  K. 
advertised  by  women  with 
sylph-like  bodies,  had  twice 
the  sugar  and  the  same 
amount  of  fibre  as  Kelloggs 
Com  Flakes.  The  healthiest 
cereal  was  said  to  be  Shred¬ 
ded  Wheat 

Kelloggs  said  that  its 
brands  contained  many  nutri¬ 
ents  vital  to  health  and 
growth  and  had  a  positive 
role  to  play  in  a  balanced  diet 


The  mother  of  Abigail  Watts, 
who  died  aged  14  months  in 
hospital  after  a  breathing  tube 
became  dislodged  from  her 
mouth,  appeared  in  court 
charged  with  her  murder. 
Julie  Watts,?  29.  from  Little 
Hulton,  Greater  Manchester, 
was  given  bail  until  March  13 
by  Salford  magistrates.  Her 
daughter,  who  had  a  de¬ 
formed  head  and  breathing 
difficulties,  died  at  the  Royal 
Manchester  Children’s  Hospi¬ 
tal  last  August. 

Boy  accused 

A  boy  aged  14.  who  is  accused 
of  murdering  a  pensioner,  was 
remanded  into  council  care  by 
magistrates  in  Truro.  Corn¬ 
wall  Douglas  Holman,  72. 
was  found  with  severe  head 
injuries  at  his  home  in 
Camborne  at  the  weekend. 

Sex  bias  payout 

Patrick  Butler,  who  claimed 
sexual  discrimination  after  he 
was  refused  a  job  in  a  resident¬ 
ial  home  in  Manchester,  has 
agreed  an  £8,000  settlement 
against  Goldsbo rough  Retire¬ 
ment  Property  Services,  the 
home's  owner. 

Deafness  award 

Barry  Ptaole.  55.  a  former 
police  inspector  who  daimed 
his  hearing  was  ruined  by 
firearms  training,  was  award¬ 
ed  £150.000  agreed  damages. 
He  was  discharged  from  Lei¬ 
cestershire  police  in  1989 
because  of  growing  deafness. 

Bill  of  wrongs 

Two  Irish  government  depart¬ 
ments  ran  up  a  £5,400  bill  on 
premium-rate  telephone  ser¬ 
vice  calls.  The  numbers  pro¬ 
vide  services  such  as  sports 
results  and  sex-chat,  bin  the 
type  of  lines  called  could  not 
be  specified. 

Medal  detector 

Roger  Young,  a  West  Mid¬ 
lands  greengrocer,  found  a 
first  Work!  War  medal  as  he 
unpacked  a  bag  of  sprouts  that 
came  from  Scotland.  The  med¬ 
al  was  awarded  in  a  Private  H- 
Stockley,  No  3528.  of  The 
Worcester  Regiment. 
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<>_  Blair  is  making  progress  towards  safety  in  government 


HU 

are 

por 

ret! 

1 

dis 

me 

doi 

aft 

lift 

wx 

CO 

ae 

tli 

di 

G 

•tft 

ol 

U 

Cl 

d 

rl 

t 

f 

i 

\ 


The  critical  test  for  a  Blair 
Government  will  be  wheth¬ 
er  it  retains  the  support  of 
grassroots  Labour  members.  The 
last  two  Labour  Governments,  in 
the  1960s  and  1970s.  both  failed  to 
do  so.  Their  economic  policy  shifts, 
particularly  on  public  spending, 
alienated  many  activists.  This  fu¬ 
elled  recriminations  against  the 
leadership.  Many  Labour  MPs 
still  shudder  at  the  memory  of  the 
1979  conference  when,  silting  in 
their  dock-like  section,  they  were 
booed  by  delegates.  The  prevailing 
myth  of  betrayal  led  to  a  shift  to  the 
left  in  polity  and  to  the  constitu¬ 
tional  upheavals  of  the  early  1980s. 


Tony  Blair  is  determined  to 
avoid  such  an  outcome  this  time. 
In  part,  this  means  not  raising 
expectations  which  subsequently 
have  to  be  disappointed.  But  as 
important  is  his  attempt  to  change 
the  character  and  structure  of  the 
Labour  party.  Membership  has 
leapt  by  a  half  in  the  past  two 
years,  with  barely  a  dent  from  the 
Harriet  Hannan  row  and  Arthur 
S cargill's  splinter.  These  members 
are  now  more  directly  involved  in 
party  decisions  and  elections.  Fol¬ 
lowing  his  nationwide  series  of 
meetings  a  year  ago  in  his  cam¬ 
paign  to  rewrite  Clause  Four. 
Mr  Blair  has  wanted  to  ensure 


dial  the  party  understands  and 
supports  his  strategy.  Constitu¬ 
tional  changes  last  autumn  allow 
scope  for  direct  consultation  of 
members. 

To  reinforce  these  links,  a  new 
political  education  body,  called 
Progress,  has  been  set  by  some 
younger  party  members  to  orga¬ 
nise  weekend  and  day  schools  and 
to  produce  a  quarterly  magazine. 
The  first  issue,  a  glossy,  down-to- 
earth  product  aimed  at  the  already 
committed,  contains  a  revealing 


article  by  Philip  Gould,  a  key 
Labour  adviser,  about  the  battle  to 
win  the  public’s  trust  to  the  party, 
“for  most  of  our  new  supporters, 
voting  Labour  is  a  very  big  step,  for 
many  a  step  they  thought  they 
would  never  take,  and  one  they 
take  now  with  hope,  but  with  some 
trepidation". 

Progress  has  arranged  core 
funding  to  cany  on  this  work  for  at 
least  two  years.  Following  the  lead 
of  American  campaigns,  like  the 
Newt  Gingrich  operation  and  the 
Democratic  Leadership  Council,  ft 
will  spread  the  message  via  direct 
mafl,  videos  and  CD-Roca  aimed 
at  key  local  activists.  Many  of  the 


volunteers  working  for 
now  in  their  20s  and  30s.  will  tight 
hopeless  Labour  seats  at  the  next, 
election  and.  they  hope,  safer  ones 
after  that 

The  origins  of  Progress  tie  on 
Labour’s  Centre-Right:  Derek 
Draper,  its  director,  isa  protege  of 
Peter  Mandelson.  But  it  Is  unlike 
earlier  right-wing  bodies  such  as 
the  Campaign  for  Democratic 
Socialism  in  the  early  1960s  or 
Campaign  for  a  Labour  Victory  in  - 
the  late  1970s.  These  were  defen¬ 
sive  in  inspiration  and  foctional  in 
operation,  being  engaged  in  an 
ideological  battle  with  fee  harri- 
Ldt 


Progress  has  been  formed  to 
avoid  arch  an  ideological  conflict. . 
It  is  selfconsciously  non-fa ctionai 
and  has  establishment  backings  for 
instances  Robin  Cook  is  doing  a  . 
prize  draw.  Progress  is  loyalist  and 
pro-leadership  m  ethos  and  in  its 
primary  aim  of  spreading  fee  Blair 
message  to  key  activists:  especially, 
the  new  generation  among  mem-, 
bers  of  constituency  general  cbm-, 
mittees,  candidates,  councillors 
and  the  like. 

Nonetheless,  its  unstated,  almost 
Leninist  objective  is  to  create  a 
cadre  of  convinced  Blair  support¬ 
ers  in  the  constituencies  who  .wzU 
support  fee  “new"  Labour,  ap¬ 


proach.'  not  only  now  but  also 
crucially;  ui  Government  Mr  Blair 
needs  allies  throughout  fee  party 
so.  when  fee  going  gets  rough  as  it 
is  bound  to  do,  they  win  back 
.the  Government  not  accuse  it  of 
betrayal  as  the}'  so  often  have 
in  fee  past.  The  formation  of 
Progress  is  both  a  way  of  creating 
deeper  roots  for  Bbirism  and 
providing  an  insurance  policy  for 
Government.  Appropriately.  Lord 
raHagfam  who  suffered  so  much 
from  the  absence  of  such  support 
was  fee  guest  of  honour  at  its 
launch. 

Peter  Riddell 


MPs  bicker  over 
bid  to  double 
their  salaries 

By  Alice  Thomson  and  Arthur  Leathley 


M  Ps  argued  bitterly  yesterday 
amid  confusion  and  embar¬ 
rassment  over  demands  for  an 
independent  review  of  their 
salaries. 

Within  hours  of  300  MPs 
having  signed  a  Commons 
motion  calling  for  the  review, 
several  backbenchers  with¬ 
drew  their  names  and  said 
that  they  had  been  misled  into 
supporting  a  move  to  double 
their  pay. 

The  Commons  motion 
called  for  the  Nolan  committee 
to  recommend  changes  to 
MPs’  pay  fay  fee  end  of  April. 
Although  the  motion  did  not 
sperifyany  figures,  there  was 
widespread  annoyance  at  sug¬ 
gestion s  from  some  leading 
campaigners  that  salaries 
should  be  doubled  to  attract 
candidates  of  a  higher  calibre. 

Although  few  MPs  called 
publicly  for  their  pay  to  be 
doubled,  increasing  it  to  about 
£70.000.  many  Tories  com¬ 
plained  privately  that  their 
income  had  dwindled  in  com¬ 
parison  to  almost  every  other 
profession  and  feat  E60.000- 
£70.000  was  a  fair  salary. 

Labour,  however,  chal¬ 
lenged  their  claim  that  they 
were  aiming  to  attact  fee 
"right  kind"  of  young  people  to 
become  the  MPs  of  the  Zlst 
centuiy.  It  accused  the  Tories 
of  acting  out  of  self-interest. 

Salaries  have  been  a  regular 


embarrassment  to  MPs,  who 
vote  each  year  on  their  own 
increases,  based  on  increases 
recommended  for  middle¬ 
ranking  civil  servants.  But 
changes  allowing  each  depart¬ 
ment  to  set  its  own  pay  rates 
mean  that  MPs  must  find  a 
new  mechanism. 

Labour  MP!s  were  angered 
to  leant  that  Tory  business 
managers  had  tacitly  backed 
fee  campaign  for  higher  pay. 
Chris  MuQin  (Sunderland 
South)  withdrew  his  name 
from  the  motion  and  ques¬ 
tioned  the  need  for  a  Nolan 
committee  review.  “Nolan  was 
set  up  to  get  Tory  noses  out  of 
fee  trough,  nor  to  make  the 
trough  deeper."  he  said. 

Others  complained  feai 
they  had  been  assured  that  fee 
motion  referred  to  allowances 
for  paying  Commons  staff  as 
well  as  MPS*  and  ministers’ 
salaries.  Andrew  MacKinlay 
(Lab.  Thurrock)  withdrew  his 
name  after  discovering  that 
allowances-  were  not  being 
referred  to  Nolan.  “This  is  not 
a  case  of  us  wanting  more 
money  for  ourselves  because 
we  are  broadly  well  paid.  But 
there  have  to  be  big  changes  to 
office  allowances  so  that  we 
can  actually  do  the  job." 

However.  Doug  Hoyle, 
chairman  of  fee  Parliamenta¬ 
ry  Labour  Party,  said:  “A  life 
of  dedication  should  not  have 


to  be  one  of  exploitation.  There 
will  never  be  a  good  time,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  public,  to  look  at 
MPs’  pay.  Now  that  the  de¬ 
mand  is  growing  for  MPS  to 
be  full-time  they  have  got  to  be 
adequately  rewarded." 

Sir  Terence  Higgins,  a 
Tory  former  minister  who  has 
led  the  campaign  for  higher 
pay.  said  there  would  be 
serious  consequences  for  par¬ 
liamentary  democracy  if  fee 
issue  was  not  addressed. 
“There  is  now  a  serious  risk 
both  that  we  don’t  have  pay  at 
a  level  which  attracts  people  of 
sufficient  ability  into  politics 
and,  more  importantly,  in  a 
way  that  senior  members  who 
have  ceased  to  be  ministers 
don’t  remain  in  the  House  for 
two  or  three  Parliaments  after¬ 
wards  carrying  out  the  role  of 
chairman  of  select  committees 
and  so  on." 

Paddy  Ashdown,  leader  of 
the  Liberal  Democrats,  whose 
pay  is  the  same  as  a  back¬ 
bencher's.  said  the  only  justifi¬ 
cation  for  a  large  pay  increase 
would  be  in  exchange  for  MPs 
agreeing  to  dedicate  them¬ 
selves  solely  to  their  parlia¬ 
mentary  work.  MPs  should 
not.  however,  be  in  Parliament 
for  the  money. 

“MPs  should  have  a  single 
loyally.  That  loyalty  is 
through  the  ballot  box  alone 
and  should  not  be  diluted  in 


other  areas.  It  is  about  time  we 
realised  in  this  place  that  we 
are  servants.  Our  constituents 
are  our  masters."  he  said. 

Iiz  Lynne  (Lib  Dem  Roch¬ 
dale).  who  has  signed  the 
motion,  said  *7  think  £34.000 
is  enough  for  a  family  to  live 
cm  but  I  do  believe  the  Nolan 
committee  or  some  other  inde¬ 


pendent  body  should  deride 
on  MPs’ pay."  - 
•  Michael  Fabricant  fC  Mid 
Staffordshire)  said:  "You  are 
getting  people  coming  info  the 
House  who  are  taking  a  pay 
cut  and.  more  worrying,  able 
people  refusing  to  cotne  fo  fee 
House  simply  because  they 
cant  afford  to  become  MPs." 


Bir  Mark  Lennox-Boyd  (C 
Morecambe  and  Lunesdale) 
said:  “If  MPs  are  not  allowed 
to  do  anything  else  outside 
Westminster,  they  should  be 
paid  adequately.  Something 
around  £60,000  might  be 
about  right.".  . 

Leading  article,  page  19 


IN  PARLIAMENT 


YESTERDAY  in  the  Commons: 
backbench  debates  fa  Bowed  by 
Scottish  questions  and  debates  on 
English  Revenue  Support  Grant  re¬ 
ports  and  the  Office  of  Population, 
Censuses  and  Surveys,  in  the  Lords, 
debates  on  inward  investment,  the 
Welsh  economy  and  the  Party  Wall 
Bffl,  second  reading. 

TODAY  in  the  Commons:  questions  to 
agriculture  mlntaters  and  the  Prime 
Minister  fallowed  by  debates  on  the 
Royal  Navy  and  on  Down  ham  fire 
station,  in  the  Lords:  Criminal  Proce¬ 
dure  and  Investigations  Bin,  report 
stage;  Humber  fridge  (Debts)  Bill, 
second  reading;  Gas  (Northern  Ire¬ 
land)  Order;  tho  future  of  the  British 
Council. 


Labour  suspends  15  Monklands  councillors 


By  Jill  Sherman 

POLITICAL  CORRESPONDENT 

FIFTEEN  Labour  councillors 
were  suspended  yesterday 
from  holding  political  office 
for  two  years  after  a  party 
inquiry  into  mismanagement 
at  Monklands  Council  in 
Strathclyde. 

The  derision  by  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Executive  Committee 


means  that  Jim  Brooks,  the 
council  leader,  and  14  of  his 
colleagues,  will  not  be  able  to 
hold  party  or  council  office 
during  the  first  period  of  fee 
new  unitary  North  Lanark¬ 
shire  authority. 

Last  year  a  Scottish  Office 
inquiry  cleared  the  councillors 
of  favouritism  in  the  form  of 
reserving  council  jobs  for 
friends  and  relatives.  But  fee 


NEC  derided  that  disciplinary 
action  should  go  ahead 
because  of  mismanagement 
Dr  John  Reid,  Labour  MP 
for  Motherwell  North,  said:  “I 
welcome  the  fact  feat  dedicat¬ 
ed  and  hard-woridng  council¬ 
lors  have  now  been  cleared  of 
any  allegations  of  impropri- 
ety.  We  need  to  ensure  that 
such  inquiries  do  not  become  a 
vehicle  for  party  political  in¬ 


fighting  and  I  am  demanding 
that  the  Scottish  Secretary, 
Michael  Forsyth,  release  de¬ 
tails  of  the  foil  costs  and  who 
will  foot  the  bUJ." 

Last  night  Helen  Liddell, 
Labour  MP  for  Monklands 
East,  who  has  questioned  the 
council’s  spending  policies, 
said:  “I  now  believe  we  have 
reached  a  point  where  a  line 
can  be  drawn  under  this 


matter.  In  eight  weeks 
Monklands  District  Council 
will  cease  to  exist.  It  is  time  for 
new  beginnings."  . 

Tony  Blair  suspended  fee 
Labour  §roup;pn  the  council 
after  an  inquiry  by  fee  party 
reported  allegations  of  nepo¬ 
tism  and  sectarian  discrimina¬ 
tion.  .  The  Government's 
inquiry,  however,  found  no 
evidence  of  malpractice. 


Hamilton  seeks 
leadership  of 


By  Nicholas  Wood;  chief  political  correspondent 

NEIL  HAMILTON,  fee  most 
colourful  ministerial  casualty 
of  fee  Tory  sleaze  scandals  is 
to  stand  forfee  leadership  of. 
fee  backbench  Conservative 
Right. 

His  decision  to  rim  against 
John  Townend.  61.  the 
Thatcher  ite  MP  for 

Bridlington,  in  an  election  to  ‘ 
be  derided  at  fee  end  of  next 
week,  opens  fee.praspect  of  a' 
bruising  •  power  struggle 
among  many  of  fee  MPs  most 
hostile  to  John  Major. 

Mr  Hamilton  said  yester¬ 
day  feat  fee  diairmanship  of 
the  92  Group  would  b&a  route 
bade  into  real  politics.  "Not 
that  I  have  anything  against 
John  Townend.  His  views  and 
mine  are  indistinguishable. 

It’S  pure  megalomania  on  my 
part." 

But  Mr  Hamilton's  support¬ 
ers  said  he  wanted  to  give  fee 
105-strong  group,  fee  biggest  - 
of  all  backbench  Tory  factions, 
more  influence  over  policy  and 
to.  avoid  the  tactical  mishaps 
that  had  weakened  it  in  recent 
years.  .An  angry  Mr  Major 
race  sent  Mr  Townend  and 
other  senior  members  of  the  92  - 
Group  packing  after,  a  couple 
of  minutes  because  the  agenda 
for  a  sensitive  confidential 
-meeting  had  been  leaked. 

Mr  Hamilton  left  his  job  as 
junior  Trade  Minister  in  au¬ 
tumn  1994.  protesting  feat  he . 
was  the  victim  of  “foully 
motivated  rumour  and  a 
media  witch-hunt”.  Mr  Major 
had  defended  him  against  . 

“unsubstantiated"  allegations 
but  sacked  him  as  pressure 
over  the  casb-for-questians  af¬ 
fair  mounted.-:  - 

Ironically,  given  fee  bitter¬ 
ness  surrounding  the  depar¬ 
ture  of  one  of  the  most  fervent 
and  ideological  Thaicherites 
in  the  Government.  Mr  Ham¬ 
ilton  has  been  pressed  to  run 
for  the  chairmanship  of  the  92 
Group  of  Tory  MPS  as  the 
"establishmentcandidaie".  Sir 
James  Spicer,  a  senior  right- 
wing  loyalist;  Ts  said  to  have' 
helped  to  persuade  him  to  ' 
challenge  Mr  Townend,  fee 


.  Hamfllon:  a  return 
to  real  politics 

front-runner  and  confidant  of 
Sir  George  Gardiner,  who  is 
stepping  down  after  11  years 
as  chairman.  ' 

-  It  is  understood  that  loyalist 
right-wingers  are  intent  on 
stopping  Mr  Townend.  who 
backed  John  Redwood  for  the 
party  leadership  has  been  a 
persistent  critic  of  government 
policy  on  the  economy  and 
Europe.  But  fee  move  could 
backfire.  “This  could  be  a  case 
of  out  of  die  frying  pari  into  the 
fire."  one  Tory  said  yesterday. 
•  Mr  Hamilton.  46,  a  former 
.  Parliamentary  Wit  of  fee  Year 
wife  a  turn  of  phrase  as 
refreshing  as  his  bow  ties,  has 
pursued  an  eventful  career 
since  being  elected  for  Tattoo 
in  Cheshire  in  1983.  He  suc¬ 
cessfully  sued  the  BBC  for 
alleging  that  he  was  racist 
with  neo-fascist  links.  He  was 
the  star  of  fee  Toiy  conference 
in  1993  after  tearing  up  yards 
of  red  tape  on  the  platform 
and  announcing  that  fee 
Prime  Minister  wanted  him  to 
act  like  a  “bastard" 

But  questions  about  a 
£4,000  free  holiday  at  the  Rib 
hotel  in  Paris  in  1987  came 
back  to  haunt  him.  Brandish¬ 
ing  a  ginger  biscuit  at  fee 
press  are!  promising  to  de^ 
dare  it  in  the  Register  of 
Members’  Interests  did  not 
help.  He  was  eventually  driv¬ 
en  from  office  over  what  his 
friends  insisted  were  trumped 
up  charges. 


Turn  over 
a  new  leaf. 
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FEEL  FREE  TO  BE  SUGAR  FREE 


Councils  denounce 
funding  ‘cynicism’ 

By  Ian  Murray,  community  correspondent 


THREE  quarters  of  local  au¬ 
thorities  will  be  unable  to 
spend  more  in  fee  year  ahead 
even  though  the  Government 
daims  it  is  giving  them  a-3.1 
per  cent  increase  in  funding,  it 
was  daimed  yesterday. 

Sir  Jeremy  Beech  am,  chair¬ 
man  of  (hie  Association  of 
Metropolitan  Authorities,  said 
fee  true  increase  was  worth 
only  2  per  cent,  well  below 
predicted  inflation.  The  total 
approved  budget  was  £1  bil¬ 
lion  below  the  amount  coun¬ 
cils  were  spending  this  year. 

"For  the  Government  to 
claim  that  they  have  provided 
enough  money  to  ensure  feat 
there  need  be  no  significant 


effect  on  local  government 
services  is  sheer  hypocrisy  and 
cynicism,"  he  said.  "Even 
Buckinghamshire,  the  last 
Tory-controlled  county,  has 
announced  that  fee  spending 
limits  mean  they  are  forced  to 
consider  putting  up  tax  at  the 
same  time  as  cutting  services." 

Sir  Jeremy,  speaking  as  the 
Commons  debated  tins  year’s 
finance  settlement  for  coun¬ 
cils,  said  fee  Government's 
claim  feat  4.5  per  cent  extra 
was  being  allowed  for  educa¬ 
tion  was  untrue.  Of  fee  119 
education  authorities,  31  could 
spend  only  2  per  cent  extra 
and  a  further  52  were  restrict¬ 
ed  to  a  2  per  cent  increase. 
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Peres  aims 
for  early  poll 
as  electorate 
shifts  to  left 


From  Christopher  Walker  in  Jerusalem 


SHIMON  PERES,  the  Israeli 
Prime  Minister,  has  derided  ro 
call  an  early  general  election, 
according  to  the  political  corr¬ 
espondent  of  the  state-owned 
Israel  radio.  » 

Mr  Ptres.  who  is  well  ahead 
of  his  main  right-wing  Likud 
rival  in  the  opinion  polls,  was 
quoted  as  telling  reporters 
yesterday,  during  his  flight 
front  Tel  Aviv  to  London  for 
talks  with  John  Major,  that 
the  date  would  he  announced 
in  the  next  few  weeks.  The 
election  was  to  have  been  in 
October.  Shiomo  Rul  the 
political  correspondent  travel¬ 
ling  on  the  aircraft,  was  then 
quoted  as  saying:  "Mr  Peres 
has  apparently  decided  to  hold 
early  elections." 

Pressure  has  been  growing 
inside  the  Labour  Party  for  an 
early  election  to  capitalise  on 
the  strong  showing  of  both  Mr 
Peres  and  his  party  in  the 
polls.  Opinion  has  moved 
markedly  to  the  left  since  the 
assassination  of  Yitzhak  Ra¬ 
bin  last  November  by  an 
extreme  right-wing  Jew"  bent 
on  sabotaging  the  peace  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  Palestinians. 

The  lunchtime  broadcast 
prompted  frenzied  activity  in 
the  Knesset,  where  a  straw 
poll  among  all  parties  found 
that  Mr  Peres  would  com¬ 
mand  a  majority  if  he  intro¬ 
duces  an  early  elections  Bill. 
Officials  said  that  a  date 
would  be  made  after  the  next 
shuttle  peace  mission  by  War¬ 
ren  Christopher,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Secretary  of  State,  is  due 
in  the  region  on  Sunday  in  a 
further  effort  to  forge  a  Svrian- 
Israeli  peace  deal. 

Most  political  commenta¬ 
tors  believe  that  the  elections 
will  be  held  in  mid-May  or  on 
June  4  at  the  latest.  Nissini 
Zvili.  the  influential  Secretary- 
General  of  the  Labour  Party, 
said  two  weeks  ago  that  he 
had  asked  Mr  Peres  to  call 
elections  for  May  15  or  May 


Stasi  man  sentenced 


Bonn:  Alexander  Schalck- 
Golodkowski,  one  of  the  most 
shadowy  figures  of  the  Cold 
War,  was  sentenced  yesterday 
to  a  suspended  one-year  jail 
term  after  a  trial  which  ex¬ 
posed  some  of  the  secrets  of 
East-West  currency  dealings 
(Roger  Boyes  writes). 

Prosecutors  have  yet  to 
unravel  how  the  East  German 
wheelerdealer  managed  to 
import  a  currency  printing 
plant  that  may  still  be  damag¬ 
ing  the  German  economy. 

The  currency  trader,  63,  a 


former  colonel  in  the  Stasi 
secret  police,  was  found  guilty 
on  the  relatively  minor  charge 
of  arranging  the  import  of  169 
guns  and  200  night-vision 
devices  worth  several  million 
dollars,  in  defiance  of  a  ban 
on  sensitive  military  exports. 
The  court  said  that  Schalck- 
Golodkowski  had  broken 
regulations  on  interGerman 
trade. 

He  will  continue  to  live  in 
his  large  villa  at  a  Bavarian 
lakeside  resort  The  defence 
said  it  would  appeaL 


TO  HER 
PARENTS, 
JASMINE'S 
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IN  A 
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TO  ARC,  SHE'S 
ONE  IN  A 
THOUSAND 


A>  an vo no  who  wjtched  rhe  programme  about  the  work 
of  the  Great  Ormond  Street  Hospital  tor  Sick  Children  will 
realise,  jasmine  Gardner  is  a  v«r>  special  little  girl- 

ShcS  noc  unique,  however.  Like  one  in  even-  1000  children 
in  Britain  todav.  Jasmine  suffers  from  rhe  painful  and 
disabling  disease  called  Juvenile  Chronic  Arthritis. 
ARC  will  spend  £1.78  million  in  1996  on  lunding  research 
inm  Juvenile  Chronic  Arthritic.  That's  over  £200  even 
hour,  or  more  chan  £3  every  minute  of  the  day. 

Plejso  send  us  a  donation  in  help  us  in  our  pioneering  work. 
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:o|  Retreat  by 
,  /  Greece 
infuriates 
the  Right 


22,  but  at  that  time  the  request 

had  been  turned  down. 

Labour  Party  sources  said 
yesterday  that  rhe  72-year-old 
Prime  Minister's  change  of 
heart  may  have  been  caused 
by  his  consistently  strong 
showing  in  the  polls’,  the  lack 
of  progress  in  peace  negotia¬ 
tions  with  Syria,  internal  par¬ 
ty  canvassing  showing  public 
backing  for  an  early  poll,  and 
the  surge  of  support  for  the 
peace  deal  among  both  Israeli 
Jewish  and  Israeli  Arab  voters 
after  the  successful  Palestinian 
elections  on  January'  -30. 

As  well  as  confirming  his 
leadership  far  a  further  four 
years,  Mr  Peres  is  also  anx¬ 
ious  to  bolster  the  small  ma¬ 
jority  in  the  120-seat  Knesset 
that  he  inherited  from  Rabin. 
According  to  a  Gallup  poll  last 
Friday.  Mr  Peres  would  take 
54  per  cent  of  the  vote  for 
Prime  Minister  if  polling  took 
place  now.  while  Benjamin 
Netanyahu,  the  Likud  leader, 
would  secure  only  3!  per  cent. 

The  poll  showed  a  majority 
of  5*i  per  cent  in  favour  of  the 
1*«»3  peace  accord  with  die 
Palestine  Liberation  Organis¬ 
ation.  It  indicated  Labour 
winning  48  parliamentary 
seats,  compared  with  44  in  the 
1992  election,  and  Likud’s 
share  of  the  total  dropping 
from  32  to  31. 

Labour  strategists  are  wor¬ 
ried  that,  by  holding  out  for 
the  full  term,  the  party  and  M  r 
Peres  might  see  their  leads 
reduced,  particularly  if  there 
is  a  spate  of  Islamic  suicide  j 
bombs.  This  must  be  weighed  | 
against  what  might  be  seen  as 
a  cynical  attempt  to  cash  in  on 
the  anti-Right  feelings  pro¬ 
voked  by  Rabin's  murder. 

Likud  has  been  badly 
wrongfooted  and  is  expected  to 
announce  a  softening  in  its 
rejectionist  attitude  to  the  PLO 
peace  deal. 

Leading  artidc.  page  19 


A  Greek  Dag  Dies  as  commandos  patrol  on  disputed  Imia  before  American  mediation  brought  a  decision  by  Athens  to  withdraw  its  forces 

Lure  of  seabed  minerals  sharpens  old  enmities 


Bt  Michael  Biwon 
DIPLOMATIC  EDITOR 

THE  dash  between  Greece  and  Tur¬ 
key  over  the  tiny,  uninhabited  Aegean 
island  known  as  Imia  to  the  Greeks 
and  Kardak  to  the  Turks  is  only  the 
latest  in  a  long  history  of  tensions  that 
have  brought  the  two  Nato  countries 
In  the  brink  uf  war  several  times.  They 
have  embittered  relations  in  the  east¬ 
ern  Mediterranean  and  bedevilled 
attempts  to  bring  peace  to  Cyprus  and 
the  Balkans. 

Greek  suspicion  of  Turkey  goes 
back  hundreds  of  years,  reinforced  by 
the  historic  conflict  of  cultures  and 


religion,  the  bitter  Greek  struggle  for 
independence  at  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century,  and  the  atrocities  and 
"ethnic  cleansing"  that  accompanied 
the  Grea>Turkish  war  soon  after  the 
collapse  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 

The  focus  of  the  smouldering  con¬ 
flict  has  been  the  Aegean  and  sover¬ 
eignty  over  3,000  islands  and  islets 
that  lie  off  the  Turkish  coast  The 
population  of  these  islands  historical¬ 
ly  has  been  Greek,  and  until  1922 
Izmir,  then  known  as  Smyrna,  and 
many  of  the  cities  along  Turkey's 
western  coast  were  populated  by 
ethnic  Greeks.  Athens  therefore  has 
always  considered  the  Aegean  a  Greek 


sea.  and  cites  the  comprehensive 
settlement  at  the  1922-23  Lausanne 
Conference  which  established  the 
Turkish  frontier,  as  well  as  Italy's 
decision  in  1947  to  award  sovereignty 
of  Kalymos,  the  nearest  island,  to 
Greece  with  Rhodes  and  the  main 
islands  of  the  Dodecanese  off  the 
Turkish  coast. 

Turkey,  however,  maintains  the 
1947  treaty  does  not  include  these 
rocks.  And.  as  interest  has  grown  in 
the  possible  exploitation  of  mineral 
resources  beneath  the  sea,  Ankara  has 
also  cited  international  conventions 
which  delineate  the  economic  zones 
that  nations  may  claim  in  the  seabed. 


as  well  as  precedents  on  ownership  of 
the  continental  shelf. 

Both  countries  have  different  inter¬ 
pretations  of  the  1958  Geneva  conven¬ 
tion:  Greece  d aiming  that  the  bound¬ 
ary  runs  between  the  Greek  islands 
and  the  Turkish  coast  and  Turkey 
laying  daim  to  the  eastern  half  of  the 
seabed.  Greece  applied  to  die  Interna¬ 
tional  Court  of  Justice  in  1976  after  a 
Turkish  survey  ship.  Sismik  l.  started 
scientific  surveys  in  the  Aegean,  but' 
Ankara  said  it  would  not  recognise  the 
court's  competence. 

The  dispute  over  possible  oil  arid 
mineral  exploration  almost  led  to  war 
in  1974.  1976  and  again  in  1987. 


GREECE  implicitly  acknowl¬ 
edged  yesterday  that  it  lacked 
the  military  might  to  fight 
Turkey  over  Aegean  Sea  quar¬ 
rels;  while  il  thanked  America 
ior  helping  to  defuse  what 
could  have  become  a  war  over 
a  disputed  islet. 

Explaining  why  Greece 
pulled  back  from  the  brink 
'early  yesterday.  Costas  Siniit- 
is,  the  Prime  Minister,  said 
that  his  country  “did  not 
have  the  strength"  for  a  show¬ 
down  which  "would  drag  on 
for  some  time  and  be  inconclu¬ 
sive".  The  frank  admission  by 
the  -  Socialist  Government's 
leader  in  parliament  enraged 
the  conservative  New  Democ¬ 
racy  opposition,  which  walked 
out  protesting  against  what  it 
referred  to  as  “betrayal"  and 
“national  humiliation". 

The  debate  came  only  a  few’ 
hours  after  a  Greek  comman¬ 
do  detachment  was  pulled  out 
of  imia,  a  barren  islet  in  the 
eastern  Aegean-  claimed  by 
both  Greece  and  Turkey. 

The  opposition  tenches 
erupted "  in  fury  when  Mr 
Simitis  expressed  gratitude  to 
•America,  which  persuaded 
Greece  and  Turkey  to  with¬ 
draw  token  commando  de- 
■  tachments  from  two  adjacent 
small  islands.  “Thu  is  the  first 
time  Greece  has  taken  its 
farces  and  flag  out  of  its  own 
territory,"  said  the  opposition 
leader,  MiJtiades  Evert 
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12  EUROPEAN  NEWS 


Three  million  jobless 
add  to  French  gloom 


From  Ben  Macintyre  in  Paris 


UNEMPLOYMENT  dirabed 
sharply  again  during  Novem¬ 
ber  and  December  in  France, 
pushing  the  number  of  jobless 
above  the  symbolic  and  politi¬ 
cally  damaging  figure  of  three 
million  for  the  first  time  in  ten 
months. 

The  grim  economic  news 
came  as  the  Government  un¬ 
veiled  measures  to  boost 
growth  and  President  Chirac 
sought  to  lift  consumer  confi¬ 
dence  by  insisting  that  the 
slowdown  in  the  economy  was 
only  temporary. 

A  flagging  economy  and  last 
year's  crippling  strikes  added 
57.000  people  to  the  jobless 
rolls  in  the  last  two  months  of 
1995,  according  to  official  sta¬ 
tistics  released  yesterday,  tak¬ 
ing  the  total  number  of 
unemployed  to  3.02  million,  or 
11.7  per  cent  of  die  population. 

M  Chirac  made  reducing 
unemployment  the  corner¬ 
stone  of  his  election  campaign 
last  year  and  the  new  figures 
are  a  fresh  blow  to  his  Govern¬ 
ment  as  its  struggles  to  revive 
the  economy. 

The  President,  who  yester¬ 
day  flew  to  Washington  for  a 
state  visit,  said  in  an  article  in 
Le  Monde  that  economic  re¬ 
vival  was  just  around  the 
comer.  “Among  my  ambitions 


as  l  leave  for  the  United  States, 
one  is  particularly  dose  to  my 
heart:  to  help  France  to  play  its 
card  as  a  great  economic, 
commercial  and  financial 
power."  M  Chirac  wrote. 

The  President  also  reiterat¬ 
ed  his  determination  to  push 
through  European  monetary 
union,  despite  growing  fears 
that  the  economic  situation 
has  put  the  project  in 
jeopardy. 

Alain  Juppt  the  Prime  Min¬ 
ister.  admitted  that  the  latest 
unemployment  figures  were 
“not  good"  and  reiterated  a 
pledge  to  create  250,000  new 
jobs  for  young  people  this 
year.  “We  are  bad  on  the 
young.  We  must  therefore 
make  a  national  effort  for  the 
young."  M  Jupp$  said. 

On  Tuesday  the  Govern¬ 
ment  presented  a  modest 
package  of  measures  designed 
to  stimulate  economic  growth, 
consumer  spending  and  em¬ 
ployment  by  manipulating  in¬ 
terest  rates  and  liberating 
savings. 

The  most  significant  move 
was  a  cut  in  the  interest  rate 
paid  out  on  the  country's  most 
popular  savings  scheme,  the 
Livret  A,  which  ties  up  Fr700 
billion  (£90  billion). 

The  rate,  unchanged  for  a 


decade,  was  cut  from  4-5  per 
cent  to  35  per  cent  France's 
commercial  banks  immediate¬ 
ly  responded  by  cutting  their 
base  rates  by  half  a  point 

The  new  measures  were  the 
third  economic  stimulus  pack¬ 
age  to  be  presented  by  the 
Government  since  November, 
but  analysts  remain  doubtful 
whether  the  moves  will  be 
enough  to  revitalise  the  ailing 
economy,  let  alone  to  ensure 
sufficient  growth  to  meet  the 
requirements  for  European 
monetary  union. 

Jacques  Delors.  the  former 
European  Commission  Presi¬ 
dent  added  to  the  uncertain 
climate  by  acknowledging,  in 
an  interview  with  Le  Nouvel 
Observoteur ;  that  the  EMU 
criteria  may  have  to  be  inter¬ 
preted  flexibly,  as  Valery  Gis- 
card  d’Estaing.  the  former 
French  President  suggested 
last  week. 

“We  will  see  if  we  have  to 
use  this  possibility.”  M  Delors 
said,  while  adding  that  it  is 
still  too  early  to  discuss  a  less 
rigid  interpretation  of  the 
Maastricht  timetable. 

In  a  statement  that  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  sound  like  a  mantra  in 
the  face  of  growing  scepticism, 
Alain  Laxnassoure,  the  Gov¬ 
ernment's  spokesman,  said  he 


Santer  seeks  public  works  drive 


Santer.  fears  impact  of 
unemployment  on  EU 


By  Charles  Bremnek 

IN  A  CRY  of  alarm  over  the 
impact  of  unemployment, 
Jacques  Santer.  the  European 
Commission  President  yester¬ 
day  proposed  a  Confidence 
Pact  and  called  for  hundreds 
of  millions  of  pounds  to  be 
switched  to  spending  on  big 
public  works  projects. 

Mr  Santer,  whose  spending 
ideas  received  a  frosty  recep¬ 
tion  from  Britain  and  other 
states,  is  seeking  a  European¬ 
wide  push,  along  the  tines  of 
Germany's  economic  boost 
this  week,  to  combat  the  public 
view  that  the  plan  for  mone¬ 
tary  union  is  breeding 
unemployment. 

Speaking  in  the  European 


Parliament,  Mr  Santer  said 
persistent  high  unemploy¬ 
ment,  now  standing  at  IS 
million  across  the  EU.  was 
“endangering  the  cohesion  of 
our  society  . . .  Moreover,  the 
fear  of  unemployment  is  sap¬ 
ping  confidence  towards  the 
single  currency*’.  He  said  he 
would  spend  the  next  few 
weeks  touring  capitals  to  co¬ 
ordinate  a  European  Pact  for 
Confidence  on  Employment. 

In  an  effort  to  recoup  some 
of  the  millions  lost  each  year, 
the  Commission  yesterday  an¬ 
nounced  new  measures  to 
intensify  the  fight  against 
fraud.  Its  proposals  indude 
spot  checks  by  inspectors  and 
compulsory  routes  for  transit 
lorries. 


remained  “convinced  that 
France  and  Germany  will  be 
nead|y  for  the  single  currency 
in  time  and  within  the  condi¬ 
tions  as  planned".  To  add  to 
the  economic  pessimism,  the 
Paribas  bank  has  forecast  a 
growth  rate  of  just  13  per  cent 
tor  this  year,  less  than  half  the 
rate  the  Government  original¬ 
ly  had  predicted.  Eight  out  of 
ten  French  households  have 
money  in  the  livret  A  scheme 
and  tinkering  with  the  rates 
will  do  little  to  enhance  the 
Government’s  popularity. 

Perhaps  most  wonyingly 
for  M  Juppe.  according  to  the 
latest  polls  the  Prime  Minis¬ 
ters  approval  ratings  continue 
to  fall  white  those  for  M 
Chirac  are  rising,  partly 
because  of  his  decision  to  end 
nuclear  testing  in  die  South 
Pacific.  The  speed  with  which 
M  Chirac  has  been  converted 
to  disarmament  since  he  an¬ 
nounced  the  end  of  testing  has 
not  escaped  his  critics. 

A  cartoon  in  Liberation 
showed  the  President  sweat¬ 
ing  to  catch  up  with  an  anti¬ 
nuclear  rally  and  remarking 
to  M  Juppfc  “You  won’t 
believe  h.  There  are  still 
countries  carrying  out  nuclear 
tests.  The  very  idea  is  enough 
to  make  me  side” 


Poles  pick 
new  leader 


Warsaw:  Poland's  two  ruling 
coalition  parties  agreed  yes¬ 
terday  on  Wtodrinriecz 
Cimoszewicz.  45,  the  deputy 
parliamentary  Speaker,  as 
the  new  Prune  Minister  to 
lead  a  reshuffled  Cabinet 

Mr  Cimoszewicz^  former 
communist  Democratic  Left 
Alliance  and  its  Polish  Peas¬ 
ant  Party  partner  made  the 
choice  after  .  Jozef  Oleksy 
resigned  as  Prime  Minister 
on  Friday  over  allegations  he 
had  spied  for  Moscow. 

Mr  Cimoszewicz.  a  former 
Justice  Minister,  has  14  days 
to  appoint  a  Cabinet  ami 
submit  it  to  a  vote  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  parliament  (Reuter) 


Mud  guard:  a  wash  and  a  brush  in  one  of  Germany’s  first  plants  desigi 
bicycles;  in  Duisburg.  A  turn  in  the  rbfaxy  brashes  and  a  polish  costs  at 


From  Charles  Bremnek  in  Brussels 


THE  European  Commission 
yesterday  issued  its  first  draft 
law  negotiated  under  the 
Maastricht  soda]  chapter:  a 
guarantee  of  a  minimum  three 
months  of  unpaid  "family 
leave",  cur  parental  leave,  from 
work  for  men  and  women  in 
member  states  except  Britain. 

The  directive,  whida  must 
be  adopted  as  law  if  agreed  by 
ministers  from  the  14  other 
member  states,  was  drawn 
from  an  accord  in  December 
among  employers  and  trade 
unions.  Britain  is  not  involved 
because  of  its  exclusion  from 
the  social  protocol  of  Maas¬ 
tricht  Ihe  protocol  gives  the 
“social  partners"  the  power  to 


negotiate  protection  measures 
for  the  workplace. 

The  -British  Goventejent. 
had  long  opposed  the  prfoci- 
ple  of  European  Union  legisia- 
tion  of  industrial  relations  and 
had  previously  blocked  EU 
directives  on  parental  leave 
because  of  tire  burden  it  would 
impose  on  employers.  Many 
British  companies  operating 
in  continental  Europe  are, 
however,  expected  to  grant 
time  off  in  line  with  the 
directive.  British'  firms  are 
also  increasingly  adopting 
other  EU  soda]  practices  such 
as  works  councils  made  up  of 
trade  union  and  company 
representatives. 


J. 


; . .. -  .'7 .  \i  ill 
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-  Under  the  proposed  direc¬ 
tive,  both  male  and  female 
employees  would  be  allowed 
to  take  unpaid  leave  after  the 
birth  or  adoption  of  a  child. 
The  leave  could  be  deferred 
until  the  child  reaches  a 
certain  age,  to.  be;  fixed  by 
member  states  but  notexceedt- 
ing  eight  years.  Provisions  win 
also  be  made  for  leave  to  care 
for  ekierly  parents  and  other 
fondly  emergencies- '  : 

Member  states  will  enjoy 
sane  latitude  whenadopting 
the  measures  under  their  own 
legal  systems;  They  must  also 
“take  measures  to  protect  em-  - 
plqyees  against  dismissal"  if 
they  apply  for  parental-leave.'' 


|  Two-year 

target  to 
rebuild 
La  Fenice 

-  From  RicharoOwen 

•  ;  •  IN  VENICE:  •  •  - 

THE  Mayo-  of  .  Venice, 
Massimo  Cacriatj.  yesterday 
vowed  to  rebuild  La. Ranee 
opera  house  "Within  two 
years"  after  its  destniefian  by 
fire. 

But  as  Signor  Gacriari  cor* 
vened  the  .  city  council  to 
discuss  an  urgent  restoration 
plan,  there  was  growing  criti¬ 
cism  not  only  of.  the  stow 
response  by  the  emergency 
services  but -also  of  feflure-to 
tackle  Venice's  catalogue  of 
chronic  ills,  -ranging  from 
floods  and  pollution  to  the 
impact  of  mass  tourism.  - 

Many  -  bystanders  gazed 
wordlessly  at  the  Maaoeried 
ruins  yesterday.  La  Fenice  had 
been  dosed  for  restoration. 

,  when  fife  fire  broke  out 
Woody  Allen,  who  waste  have 
reopened  it  in  March  with,  a 
jazz  concert,  provided  the  only 
humorous  note  by  suggesting 
that  the  theatre  had  been 
burnt  down  deliberately  by  a 
music  lover  anxious  not  to 
hear  himjplay. 

The  local  newspaper,  J7 
Gazzettino  di  Venezia,  noted 
that  Venetians  were  always_ 
wise  after  the  event  “Wet  are 
good  at  post-prevention,'’  it . 
declared.  “The  day  after  the 
tragedy  we  are  Still  promising 
that  itvrill  not  happen  again." 

Signor  CaoriarL  a  1  tiring 
star  of  the  Left,  has  won  praise 
for  his  attempts  to  bring  fife 
city's  budget  under  .  Control 
rince^-he took  overtwoyears 
ago,-  and  has  fought  for  great¬ 
er  autonomy  from  Rome.  \ 

.  Signor  Cacdari  has  per¬ 
suaded  factories  in  the  nearby 
industrial  suburb  of  Mestre  to 


cut  bade  sulphur  emissions, 
ahd  is  pressing  the  Govern¬ 
ment  to  stop  huge  oQ  tankers 
passing  through-the  lagoon. 

But  flooding  remains  a  con¬ 
stant  threat.  The  plan  to  build 
80  tide  barriers  across  the 


lagoon  has  been  delayed 
because  of the  £12  trillion  cost 
The  rily  also  finds  it  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  cope  with  the 
overwhelming  visitor  num¬ 
bers.  “We  are  becoming  a 
museum,"  one  residentsaid. 


-.  Letters,  page  19 


I 


p" 


i  ; 1) 


■Vbull  feel  virtually  nothing  in  the  new  Honda  Civic  Coupe . 

.x*  ■ 

The  Double WisribOrte.  suspension  can  help  smooth  out 
the  bumpwst  of  surfeces. 

Apart  from  the  one  that  occurs  on  the  surface  of  the  skin 


when  casting  your  eye  over  the  sleek  new  body  shape. 

*  A  ebnefi^  that  is  no  less  severe  when  you  take  the  seat 
behind  the  steering  wheeL  Start  the  engine  up  and  you  really 
wifi  begin  to  feel  something.  Put  your  foot  down  and  you'll 


immediately  realise  tfiatthe  Coupe  is  a  responsive  beast  not  just  powered  WB&ms  and  McLaren  to  no  less than six  con*; 

another  sheep  in  wolfs  clothing.  world championships.  Souhtis.a  Me  bit ^  thirsty  you  me. 

Beneath  the  bonnet  of  the  Coupe  SR  is  the  programmed  '  But  you  couldn't  be  more  wrong.  -  ^ 

foe!  Injection  system,  perfected  on  the  Formula  One  cars  that  The-  Civic’s  VTEC*  engine  was  also;  developed  &V 

‘Gousnmn  IW Camumption Agues far CMc Coup*  1.6, SR: Ufta iS4 mpo;  CoMbd!  5ft^  sa^ 


PHONE  ACCESSORIES 


M  i iHUn  ItartfetoiW. 


pwhiu.  ‘ 


ivr  ■'■r.'Si:' 


&Y  r,  , 
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may  happen 
‘  all  ^ 
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BOOKS  34,  35 

Aldrich  Ames, 
the  KGB's  most 
expensive  spy 


SPORT  39-44 


Home  truths  keep 
Norman  riding 
high  in  Australia 
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THE  RUSH  TO  ! 
HONG  KONG  i| 
BEGINS  i! 


BUS INESS  EDITOR  Iindsky  Cook 


THURSDAY  FEBRUARY  1 1996 


Patricia  Tbhan  anbAntve  Ashworth 
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THREE  MHIION  qualify¬ 
ing  members  of  Affiance  & 
l^cester  will  receive  sin  av¬ 
erage  £900  payout  in  a  free 
share  distribution  in  .  April 
1997,  when  the  society  turns 
jtseffinto.sbanlL  .  ;  -v 
A&L  owns  Girobank,  which 
it  bought  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  m  1990,  and  is  aware  ' 
that  the  move  coukT  upset  its 
13  million  Girbbank  custom- 
ers  who  will  not  baiefiVunless 
they  are  also  saying  ;or.  bor¬ 
rowing  members  of  A&L. 

Peter  Whrtri  chief  dtocutive 
of  A&L,  said  the  new  bank 
.would  have  opportunities  for 
rafianafisation  between  Giro- 

hank  and  the  rest  otat  group, 

after  flotatiaiL  For  instance. 

;  under  the  structure  ftota? 1 . 
tkm.AM.andGirc&ahkw^ . 
each  have  a  banking;  fictmee 
and  will  have  to  jnaintam  ... 
separate  Treasury  dperafipns. '  • 
Itls  understocid  MrWhBeis  ' 
considering  a 


would  enable  him  to  merge  y.j 
the  twohankfc:>  4  •  3?y;. 


A&L  is  still  fine-tmiing  its 
flotation  plans.  The  free 
shares:  will  be  ffisttibwed  to 
botrawers  wife.  mortgages  of 
not  less  than  £100  "apd  savers 
with.not  less  than  £HJ0  in  a 
share  account.  who  were  with' 
the  society  on  December  3L 
1995  and  remain  until  _  the 
conversion.  Children  are  not 
entitled  to  vote  and  so  do  not 
qualify  for  free  shares  but  they, 
wll  receive  a  cash  bonus. . 

-  The  A&L  flotation  plans 
'follow  the  Halifax  and  Wool¬ 
wich  model  of  a  flat  ffistrihu- 
tion  to  all  members  and an 
additional  variable  payment 
fo  .  longer-term .-  saversJThis  . 

model  is  seen  as  acceptable  fo 
the  Building  Societies-  Cam- 
mast  approve 
ffiepla^aM^saveacourt 
;  case  tpidtefonnine  legaHty,  . 

A^'4f £.  feocight  ip;  favour 

payment  MfWWte  refusedto 
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~ T  ~  *£  TJ^fe  CoBStbneri’  ASsp^&in  t  Better.  Ttttp  i&forepiancy  was 


-^tributed 
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, '  ersmay:k 
tenr£frbfa\ 

.  ing  sodetyoori^io 
;.:i  ;:•  JQhe.assocjatia 
'^'savers-  wife  smaller 

societies  ecwsistently  ’reciR^tedv' 
;/  ?:jbe£ter  x^  th^  tho^e-  t 

110,000  in’  ah  avera^  ,bafltf-.' 
i--  '  ing  ;spcfefy:  ;jiii«ice  accbuht ; 
would  ^ve  grown. 

~  fep.iaw.'wiiflwMlI^l'fgVWOufa'  y»hr^.  ~ 


iV;-;  pared  wilfi  £^X^ip^  aver^'^na^  sfifl -Hfi 

:';age  batflr  deposit  aTObzft: ?  *  ~  raefr;  mnds': 

;  , "  Similaily^  Tessa  bbldejis  _ ;  gawr&.  This  moms'  tih«t  they 
:-,vyerem^toan  afrarf  sz&xs,  so  eV?iiif 

!  withamarwrage  buBcS?^  .  ‘l^fes  Ml  tfey^niust  maintain 

'  .ety  than^-tbey  were  an: ,  ibefSer  ^  rates  "than  tbe^banks*’* 
:iitverage  &a«l  savers,  jhe.latest.round  of 

'  ety  cusfensfirs  .vnth^^taErrt,;  cbnsf 

- acce»  and.  ntSice  abc&ifiEy,  atT.v^teaa-  _ ,-.  . 

•..  :,the  sriidler-^ciefles  ;  .'be.in^dmkajlt.td 


He  said  the  detiskta  to  float 
followed  a  review  of  the  tong- 
termiaeeds  of  the  fauaness  last 
year  and  was  izifhienced  by 
tlto  takeover  of  the  National  & 
Provincial  by  Abbey  NatibnaL 
Abbey’s  success.  Mr  Tyhite 
went  on.  “led  us  to  bdievethal 
the  acquisition  of  a  building 
sodefy  was  achieved  more 
.  easfly  fay  a  pic,  able  to  raise 
capital,  than  by  a  mutual".  It 
proved,  he' said,  that  the  A&L 
"would  be  better  off  tb  bea  pic 
than  to  he' 4_  mutual”.  As  a 
pubSc  company,  A&L  would 
enable  three  tnillicai  members 
to  realise  .foe  value'  of  their 
membership  rights. 

'  The  bulldwg.sodety  wind¬ 
fall  bonanza  will  spread 
around  £17  bUSm  among 
savers  and  borrowers  of  soci¬ 
eties  foal  have  been  taken  over 
or_wi£h  to  convert  into  banks. 

-  Abbey  Natkaial  set  the  baB 
rotting  in-  19S9  with  its  stodc 
market  flotation  in.  whidi 
numbers  received  free  shares 
worth  £100.  The  game  began 
'again  in  April  1994'  with  the 
dnnpunpemait  of  the  Uqyds 
Bank  takeover  tie*  Chelten¬ 
ham  &  -Gloucester .  Building 
Society.  In  August  1995.  quali¬ 
fying  C&G  savers'  received 
payouts  as  high  as  £14.044. 
But  the  sodeiyjs  384.000  bor- 
rowers  were  exdoded.^s'were 
100.000  raversT.  Mowing  a 
High  Court  hiftng.  .  \J  ' 

.  The. discontent -caused  by 
this  .'nulfog ..lies  . behind  Mr 
White’*,  reticence-  over  Ms 


i^and  conversion 


.  Nevys  jaftfc*;  Halifax  merger 
with  '-to:  Tceds  and .  fee 
.planned  £9.  MQion  flotation 
came :  ur  ..  November  1994. 
Quailing  nKinbas  will  re- 
oqve  a  basic -distribution  of 
shares^  wpifo  between  £800 
and  ;  ELOOO.  An  additional 
variable  distribution  of  free 
share*  wilt  ’also  ber;  ^ven  to 
longterm  savers  with  benveen 
£1.000  told  £50.000 invested. 

..  Members  ot  foe  .N&P  verte 
on  foe  Abbey  National’s  £135 
MUipn  takepvw  their  society 
in  April,  wbfle  the  £3.faflKon 
Woolwich  flotation,  scheduled 
for  September  1997,  wifl.be 
baaed  xm  ftje-Halifax  PtodeL 
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Halifax  to  end  Sun  link 


iasc.: 

TpUfcrT’ 


, .  :T  >:  AFTER  100  years  of  working  *'* 
--  v  together,  fee  Hafi^x  Buildmg  , 
Soaejy.arei  Sun  Affismoenre 
: ;  r  ^-  r'  '  to  part  conroany.  > 

■irtA.  :  The  HaHax.  the  UX^s  fag-. ; 
--  >-  -gV,' :  gest  bufldmg  society,  ts  trans-  • 
| Us?-*  ■  fcrringv.  its.  £300  .•mfllicai  - 

p  •  household  larikiings  arid  con- 

IvV-'v-'  V  tents  insurance  account.  to 
•  ;  jfe:.4-..’.  Royai  lnsurance  from  June. 

:  General  Accident  the  . UK’S 
•  v-  • ; largest  insurer v  and  Legal  & 

>  -r* _  -  *•  oten  ftfw 


:  ’CWinis  esumaiea  m  ue  wutm 
-  Mxrut  E50m3tian  and  120  toil1 


Bv  Marianne  Curphev 

■Bon  oft  premium  ,  income  jre- 
^jeajvely.  Sun  Affiairce'  yes- 
;tenfaQf  expressed  disappoiot- 
ment  foat  it  had  fafled  to  win 
foejmtifracL  Burit  said  that 
the.Hafifax  was  offering  poor 
terms^and ,  caify  k  three-year 
cojitraci .which,  with  the  vari- 
aWe  UK  weather,  was  too 
'  short' .Ibe  lost  business  is 
warth  £teO  rmflion  in  premi- 
’  urn  income!;  .- 

A  .TJokcsman  said:  “While  we 
are  disappointed  to  lose  the 
premium  inriJffle.  it  is  not  in  fee 


interests  ;of  our  shareholders 
f  or  us  to  operate  on  maigins  so 
thin  that,  we  would  sacrifice 
profitability,  particularly  dur¬ 
ing  the  current  downturn  in 
the  UK  insicirajace  cydt”  -. 

Shares  in  Sun  Alliance  fell 
'7p  la  370p  and  General  Acci- 
derit^p  m  649p  yesterday. 

-  Royal  said  feat  the  transfer, 
which  includes  business  from 
foe  ’  Leeds .  Building  Society 
with"/ which  foe  -  Halifax 
merged  last  year,  would  take 
12  months  to  complete. 


Party  confident  business  will  back  Blair 
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Crisis  talks  loom  for 
store-to-door  service 


By  Sarah  Bajgnaul 


A  BUSINESS  supplying  more 
than  2,500  J  Sainsbury  prod¬ 
ucts  to  customers  at  their 
homes  is  in  crisis  talks  after  a 
financial  backer  pulled  out 
just  four  months  after  its 
launch. 

Supermarket  Direct  stop¬ 
ped  making  deliveries  on 
Monday.  Dominic  Scott  Flan¬ 
agan,  joint  chief  executive, 
said;  “We  have  temporarily 
stowed  trading  while  we  sort 
out  the  financial  situation. 

“We  are  rn  calks  with  several 
potential  backers  and  hope  to 
be  able  to  start  trading  again 
next  week." 

J  Sainsbury  agreed  to  sup¬ 
ply  more  than  2300  products 
through  Supermarket  Direct, 
but  -  it  has  no  financial 
ihvotament- 

A  Sainsbury  spokesman 


said:  “We  are  not  going  to 
invest  in  the  business.”  He 
added  that  Sainsbury  is  cur- 
nOT  tfy  researching  tome  shop¬ 
ping  and  that  the  link-up  with 
Supermarket  Direct  was  seen 
as  a  means  of  testing  the 
water. 

Most  of  the  large  food 
retailers  expect  home  delivery 
to  form  an  integral  part  of  foe 
offer  that  they  make  to  cus¬ 
tomers.  Tesco  is  currently 
working  with  social  services 
officials  in  Ealing  and  Gates¬ 
head  providing  a  home  deliv¬ 
ery  service. 

Supermarket  Direct  started 
operating  in  October  from 
Wandsworth  wife  seven  vans. 
Business  is  said  to  have  been 
far  from  brisk  and  one  suppli¬ 
er  said  that  the  business  was 
like  a  “graveyard**. 


¥1., 


its  lines  for  sell-off 
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a  smoe-  uauv-  wrn  .jyiw 
.  jLi'' ''  v>  ceotr^tiece  of  foe  £4  raflliwi  IrieviSKm 
v  Ir1  y  -  advertising  campaign  foi.  fee  stock 
market  flotatoof  RaDtiadL 
Tbe  advertisemeBits  wflB-  .P*cfrrre 
^  tieserted  tradC  stations  Mid.  tmmds 
T  ;‘^.  widwit  so  much* as  a  kk»mocve  or 
•  ••  twriage  in  sight  to  ‘remove-  any 

: ;  SSm^a^SiBed; 

f, :  :  r-  'British  Rail-  •  - 
u-.  '-a--  CSfy  advisers  ' 

-  Goverimient  fear  stowing  tfidns  to 

.  . ;  '-.the  advertisements  je^^o 

- -•  rt  sMisAMw-,  They  ^  *'55S^*  - 

■  •  . .  v  avwdany  assoriatioit  wife  BRs  .. 

*  beei>  tram  in  jhe  ad^f 

ni»  yjYnld  apreethatanywtelo^gng  M 
■  'EJroS  be  affirefy  -ebfefcd  to 

•  Vbdi^^Rai^ 


r% 


ing  trains,"  said  one  senior  adviser, - 
Instead,  potential  investors,  wffi  be  - 
bombatded  wife  stotisticratout  RML' 
trade’s  finances  and  its,  portfolio  of  . 
jiighly  photogenic  assets'  They  ire 
dSe  a000  vdes  ^  fradt  owr ■*? 
KfOOO^nfle  ra^l  Mtworiii  LOGO  titot-. 
nds.  90,000 bridgtispans  aod  culverts 


and  ?,SflO' stations.  There  w3i  also  be 

informathm  about  how  potential  ire 

vestors  can  regis^  for  fee  share  issue. 

Tto  trams  have  already  been  sold  to 
jnivato  rofliog  stock  leasing  cbm-.-. 
■  gomes,  and  .servkxs  wDH  be  ran  fay  25 
passenger  operators  paying  "fees  to 
Railtrack  for  access  to  fee.  network^-' 


Rail  experts  said  the  trainless  cam¬ 

paign  could  leave  an  unfortunate 
impression  of  Railtradc,  whidi  earns 

90  per  cent  of  Its  revenues  from 

charges  to  train  operators. 

“The  infrastructure  isn’t  worth  any¬ 
thing  unless  it  has  got  trains  running 
on  n,**  said  Roger  Ford,  a  leading 
railway  journalist  “So  to  show  the 
trades  wife  no  trains  is  to  show  it  not 

waking  money.  IPs  really  very  silly.** 

The  advertisements  follow  a  com¬ 

pany  tradition  of  leaving  bains  out  of 
its  promotional  material  The  official 
JRaflfrack  Christinas  card  featured 
empty  tracks  In  the  snow  and  the 
RaD track  network,  timetable  has 
another  empty  set  of  tracks  stretching 
towards  a  mountainous  horizon. 

The  simple  and  relatively  low 
budget  campaign  will  be  in  stark 
wmijrpg*  to  the  award-winning  tele¬ 

vision  commercials  commissioned  by 
British  Rail  whidi  won  dozens  of 

awards  friun  fee  advertising  industry. 

but  persuaded  few  passengers  hack  to 

the  railways.  ‘ 


1 


Conran  pledges 
faith  in  Labour 
election  victory 

By  Philip  Bassett,  industrial  editor 


Change  of  habitat  Sir  Terence  Conran  &  yesterday's  meeting 


SIR  Terence  Conran,  founder 
of  foe  Habitat  chain  of  lifestyle 
shops  and  one  of  Britain'S 
most  renowned  businessmen, 
yesierday  declared  his  support 
for  the  Labour  Party  and  his 
belief  that  h  will  win  the  next 
general  election. 

Sir  Terence's  statement, 
made  to  77re  Times  at  the 
launch  of  a  Labour  Party1 
consultation  exercise  wife 
British  business,  is  the  most 
prominent  declaration  of  sup¬ 
port  from  a  UK  businessman 
since  Tony  Blair  took  over  as 
party  leader. 

Labour  leaders  were 
delighted  by  his  backing  since, 
as  the  founder  of  Habitat  and 
now  a  growing  chain  of  suc¬ 
cessful  and  fashionable 
London  restaurants.  Sir  Ter¬ 
ence  has  been  an  inspiration 
for  fee  middle  classes,  whose 
support  Mr  Blair  is  seeking, 
for  more  than  three  decades. 

The  Labour  leadership  is 
confident  a  number  of  impor-- 
taryt  business  figures  will  de¬ 
clare  their  support  as  the 
election  approaches.  PbD  evi¬ 
dence  and  private  acknowl¬ 
edgements  by  business 
leaders  suggest  a  widespread 
belief  in  UK  industry  and 
services  that  Labour  wfll  win. 

Sir  Terence,  knighted  in 
1983  when  Margaret  Thatcher 
•was  Prime  Minister,  appeared 
yesterday  as  a  member  of  one 
of  fee  for  business  task  groups 
bang  set  op  by  foe  Industry 
Forum,  an  independent  polit¬ 
ical-business  grouping  wife 
dose  Labour  links.  Tt  was 
established  three  years  ago  by 
Margaret  Beckett,  fee  Shadow 
Trade  and  Industry  Secretary, 
when  she  was  deputy  leader. 

The  task  group  on  which  Sir 
Terence  will  sit  with  managers 
from  Nissan.  Digital  .  Equip¬ 
ment  and  SmithKline  Bee- 
chain,  is  focusing  on  design, 
sdence  and  innovation.  He 
made  a  strong  case  yesterday 


for  the  importance  of  design 
and  manufacturing  in  the 
light  of  the  downgrading  of 
manufacturing  under  the 
Conservatives. 

“From  what  I  know,  in  my 
particular  sphere  of  interest 
and  activity,  there  seems  to  be 
a  much  greater  understanding 
by  Labour  about  the  skills  feat 
design  and  innovation  could 
bring  to  industry  which  would 
have  a  stimulating  effect  on 
the  economy,"  Sir  Terence 
said.  While  he  insisted  he  was 
not  an  economist,  he  endorsed 
as  “correct"  a  speech  by  Mrs 
Beckett  at  fee  launch  of  the 
task  groups  in  which  she 
roundly  attacked  the  economic 
and  business  record  of  the 
Government 

Mrs  Beckett  said  that  fee 
idea  of  Britain  as  the  “enter¬ 
prise  centre  of  Europe”  so 
favoured  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
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ter.  rang  hollow  —  and  was 
one  reason  why  industry  was 
“seizing  this  opportunity  to 
engage  in  a  serious  dialogue 
wife  Labour  about  the  future 
economic  strategy  of  this 
country”. 

She  added:  “While  Ian  Lang 
and  Malcolm  Rifkind  use 
platforms  such  as  the  CBI  to 
talk  at  industry  and  business 
leaders  —  arrogantly  to  de¬ 
mand  their  support  while 
failing  town  their  respect  —  it 
is  Labour  which  is  speaking 
with  industry  and  commerce 
in  a  process  of  ongoing  dia¬ 
logue  and  consultation." 

Yesterday.  Mr  Rifkind,  the 
Foreign  Secretary,  denied  that 
the  Conservatives  were  losing 
the  support  of  business.  He 
was  speaking  fo  reporters 
after  addressing  the  CBI’s 
governing  council. 
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America  cuts 
interest  rates 

America  cut  both  the  Fed 
funds  and  discount  rates  by 
035  per  cent  last  night  after  a 
unanimous  decision  by 
members  of  the  Federal 
Reserve  Open  Market 
Committee.  Fed  funds  were 
cut  to  525  per  cent  and  the 
discount  rale  was  cut  to  5  per 
cent  America’s  central  bank 
said  moderating  growth  was 
reducing  inflationary 
pressure  in  the  economy  and 
that  price  and  cost  trends 
were  subdued.  It  was  the 
second  successive  monthly  cut 
in  American  interest  rates. 
News  of  the  cut  boosted 
shares  in  New  York. 


The  partners  of  Touche  Ross  &  Co. 
announce  that  from  1st  February,  1996 
they  will  practise  as: 


Deloitte  & 
Touche 


Deloitte  &  Touche  Consulting 

Group 


Global  Accounting,  Tax  and  Consulting  Services 

Stonecutter  Court,  1  Stonecutter  Street,  London  EC4A  4TR. 
Tel:  0171  936  3000.  Fax:  0171  583  1198. 

Other  offices  are  also  located  in  Aberdeen,  Bath,  Belfast, 
Birmingham,  Bournemouth,  Bracknell,  Bristol,  Cambridge,  Cardiff, 
Crawley,  Dartford,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Leeds,  Leicester,  Liverpool, 
Manchester,  Milton  Keynes,  Newcastle,  Nottingham,  St.  Albans, 
Southampton,  Guernsey,  Isle  of  Man  and  Jersey. 
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George  opposed  larger  monetary  easing  at  December  meeting .  ;  " 

Governor  reluctant  over  rate  cut  _  —  ■  ..  rp  -f  .1 


By  Janet  Bush 

ECONOMICS  CORRESPONDENT 

FRESH  evidence  emerged 
yesterday  that  Kenneth  Clarke 
cur  interest  rates  last  month, 
die  second  reduction  in  five 
weeks,  against  the  advice  of 
Eddie  George,  tlie  Governor 
of  the  Bank  of  England. 

The  minutes  of  the  monthly 
monetary  meeting  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  when  the  First  of  the  two 
cuts  was  decided,  showed  that 
Mr  Clarke  had  been  far  more 
eager  to  cut  rates  than  the 


Governor.  Mr  George  recom¬ 
mended  a  quarter  point  cut 
but  made  it  clear  that  he  was 
opposed  to  a  larger  monetary 
easing.  In  contrast  Mr  Clarke 
said  that  the  question  was  no 
longer  "whether  interest  rates 
should  be  reduced  but  by  haw 
much".  He  agreed  to  the 
quarter  point  move  but  said 
that  he  was  sympathetic  to 
calls  for  a  bigger  move. 

The  City  read  the  minutes  as 
an  indication  that  the  second 
cut.  decided  after  the  January 
monetary’  meeting,  was  de¬ 


manded  by  Mr  Clarke  and 
guessed  that  Mr  George 
would  have  opposed  the  move 
quite  strongly. 

David  Walton,  economist 
with  Goldman  Sachs,  said  it  is 
dear  that  the  Chancellor  was 
the  driving  force  behind  the 
second  cut  “Between  mid- 
December  and  mid-January 
there  was  a  further  pick-up  in 
M4  growth  and  clear  signs  of 
a  firmer  trend  in  consumer 
spending.”  he  said.  “It  is 
difficult  to  believe  that  the 
Governor  could  have  been 


anything  other  than  distinctly 
unenthusiasric  about  die  Jan¬ 
uary  cut  ~ 

However,  there  is  a  possibil¬ 
ity  that  the  Governor  became 
more  concerned,  along  with 
the  Chancellor,  about  accumu¬ 
lating  evidence  of  an  economic 
slowdown  in  Europe  since  the 
December  meeting,  when  it 
was  highlighted  as  a  negative 
risk. 

Mr  Clarke  yesterday  met 
his  new  panel  of  the  four  wise 
men  ana  two  women  who  sit 
on  his  forecasting  panel  and 


discussed .  the  economic 
outlook,  . 

The  three  new  members  all 
argued  when  they  were  ap¬ 
pointed  that  Mr  CLarke’s  3  per 
cent  growth  forecast  for  this 
year  was  too  optimistic  The 
three  sitting  members  wrote  to 
The  Times  in  December,  suc¬ 
cessfully  urging  the  Chancel¬ 
lor  to  cut  rates. 

The  prospect  of  lower  rates 
in  Europe  were  bolstered  yes¬ 
terday  by  another  aggressive  - 
cut  in  Germany’s  key  repur¬ 
chase  rate,  which  the 


SBC  Warburg 
chief  to  head 
Prudential 
investments 


By  Patricia  Tehan 


THE  Prudential,  the  UK’s 
biggest  institutional  fund 
manager,  has  appointed  one 
of  the  City’s  most  senior 
merchant  bankers  as  its  new 
head  of  investments. 

Derek  Higgs,  managing  di¬ 
rector  of  SBC  Warburg  and 
UK  head,  will  take  over  as 
executive  chairman  of  Pru¬ 
dential  Portfolio  Managers, 
which  has  £76  billion  of  funds 
under  management.  Mr 
Higgs  is  to  take  over  his  new 
role  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
He  will  receive  a  basic  pay 
package  of  £300.000  a  year. 
£25.000  more  than  his  prede¬ 
cessor.  the  well-respected 
Hugh  Jenkins,  and  his  pack- 

Exporters 
gloomier, 
says  study 

By  Philip  Bassett 

INDUSTRIAL  EDITOR 

EXPORT  confidence  is 
plunging,  with  exporters' 
optimism  now  down  to  its 
lowest  level  for  two  years, 
survey  evidence  from 
shows  today. 

Although  exports  are 
still  growing,  exporters  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  rate  of 
growth  has  slowed  as  the  i 
UK’s  overseas  markets  j 
tighten  —  affecting  Brit¬ 
ain’s  economic  recovery, 
which  has  largely  been 
export-driven. 

However,  the  latest 
quarterly  export  indica¬ 
tor.  carried  out  by  Gallup 
for  DHL  foe  carriage 
company,  shows  that  its 
short-term  export  confi¬ 
dence  index  —  the  balance 
of  exporters  recording 
good  and  poor  expecta¬ 
tions  for  orders  over  the 
next  three  months  —  fall¬ 
ing  back  from  47  per  cent 
to  37  per  cent  This  is  the 
lowest  level  since  the  final 
quarter  of  1993. 

Confidence  over  foe 
longer  term  is  also  down, 
though  not  as  sharply- 
according  to  foe  survey  of 
a  random  sample  of  more 
|  than  500  exporting 
companies. 

Although  foe  EU  share 
of  foe  UK’s  export  market 
is  set  to  foil,  other  markets 
are  set  to  grow,  including 
foe  Far  East  and  foe 
Middle  East 
Exporters  say  that  the 
Budget  has  been  of  little  or 
no  help  to  their  businesses, 
and  they  increasingly 
believe  that  a  single  Euro¬ 
pean  currency  would  have 
a  negative  impact  on  trade. 


age  also  includes  long-term 
and  short-term  performance 
bonus  incentives. 

Mr  Higgs’s  appointment 
caused  surprise  in  foe  City 
because  he  is  known  as  a  deal- 
maker  and  client  relationship 
manager.  It  is  SBC  Warburg's 
highest-profile  departure 
since  the  takeover  of  Warburg 
by  SBC  last  summer. 

Peter  Davis,  chief  executive 
of  foe  Pru,  described  the 
appointment  as  "an  interest¬ 
ing  lateral  move”.  He  said  that 
there  were  dose  parallels  be¬ 
tween  investment  banking 
and  investment  management, 
describing  Mr  Higgs’s  new 
job  as  "a  management  task”. 

Mr  Davis  said  that  the  Pru 
had  had  good  performance  in 
1994  and  “very  good  perfor¬ 
mance"  last  year,  “so  1  was 
looking  for  someone  big 
enough  to  lead  it  and  chall¬ 
enge  it  and  big  enough  to  deal 
with  corporate  governance  is¬ 
sues  and  the  inevitable  polit¬ 
ical  interface” 

These  issues  would  become 
increasingly  important,  he  said, 
because  fond  managers  were  | 
becoming  more  accountable. 

Me  Davis  said  that  he  first  I 
approached  Mr  Higgs  last 
August,  but  Mr  Higgs  replied 
that  he  was  committed  to  foe 
merger  ol  SBC  with  Warburg 
and  unwilling  to  move.  Mr 
Davis  approached  him  again 
in  December,  by  which  time 
he  was  willing  to  talk. 

Mr  Higgs  said  that  his 
departure  was  not  linked  to 
the  takeover  of  Warburg.  He 
said  that  he  had  been  disin¬ 
clined  to  move  because  he 
“wanted  to  help  the  integra¬ 
tion  process”. 

He  decided  to  move,  he  said, 
"because  the  world  lies  with 
the  young  and  foe  people 
coming  through  have  to  nail 
their  colours  to  SBC  Warburg 
rather  than  to  either  of  the 
other  names". 


Darth  Vader,  the  Star  Wars  character,  stalks  Richard  CulJey,  managing  director 
of  Copyright  Promotions  Group,  which  has  readied  agreement  with  Lucasfibn  to 
represent  Star  Wars  properties  in  Europe,  excluding  Germany  and  Scandinavia 


Bundesbank  set  at  3.4Q  per 
cent,  from  3J5  per  cent  last 
week.  Dealers  now  believe 
that  official  rate  cuts  are 
imminent. 

□  The  auction  yesterday  of  £3 
bOhon  of  gilt-edged  stock,  ma¬ 
turing  in  2000  was  well  re¬ 
ceived,  attracting  almost  twice 
the  number  of  bids  needed. 
Gilt  analysts  said  that  the  new 
open'  gih  repo  market  had 
helped  to  attract  extra 
business. 
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Fears  on 
Hanson 
demerger 
hit  shares 

By  Aiasdair-Muiwax 


WORRIES  over  die  debt,  divi¬ 
dend  and  tax  consequences  of 
Hanson’s  demerger  plans 
caused  the  .company's  share 
price  to  &H  yesterday. 

At  one  stage  the  shares 
touched  I99p.  55p  below  Han¬ 
son’s  price  on  Monday  night, 
tiie  day  before  the  demerger 
plans  were  announced,  but  the 
shares  recovered  marginally 
to  close  at  202-Sp 

The  slide  was  a  setback  for 
Hanson  which  spent  yester¬ 
day  explaining  its  plans  to 
shareholders  at  its  .  annual 
meeting  in  the  Barbican  in 
London.  The  company  was 
also  hurt  by  news  that  SBC 
Warburg,  die  brokers,  had 
downgraded  Hanson,  shares 
from  "hold"  to  "sell”. 

Investors  expressed  concern  . 
that  the  dividend  rate  would  -. 
fall  after  demerger.  Although 
Hanson  has  said  that  if  will 
preserve  foe  value  of  the 
dividend  this  year  h  said  that 
from  1997  it  wiD  be  up  to  the 
newly  created  companies  to 
determine  a  suitable  dividend. 
A  demerged  Hanson  could  1 
face  a  proportionally  higher, 
tax  bill  after  the  complex  web  1 
of  accounting,  which  Hanson  .1 
has  used  to  minimise  tax 
payments,  is  unravelled; 

The  debt  position  after 
demerger  also  continued  to 
cause  worry  after  foe  credit 
rating  agencies  announced  on 
Tuesday  that  they  might 
downgrade  the  ratings  for  foe 
four  demerged  companies. 
Hanson  yesterday  assured  its 
fixed-rate  creditors  that  it 
would  furnish  foe  credit  rating 
agencies 'with  details  of  the 
debt  position  of  foe  demerged 
company  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  said  the  new  -  companies 
wfll  be  structured  to  ensure  a 
balanced  financial  profile. 

,  Hanson’s  annual  meeting 
yesterday  was  disrupted  by 
vocal  protests  fromgreen  cam¬ 
paigners  angered  at  foe  envi¬ 
ronmental  record  of  Peabody, 
the  company's  mining  subsid¬ 
iary,  but  eventually  the  1995 
accounts  were  passed. 


£1.3bn  sell-offs  plan 

.  RHONE-POULENC  RORER,  the  Ftanco-American  drugs 
an  A  chemicals  group  that  last  October  paid  .£1.83  billion  for 
'  Fisons.  .reported  a  rise  in  income  for  1995,  in  spite  of  tbe 
economic  slowdown  in  France  and  the  public-sector  strikes 
foal  paralysed  the  country  late  in  the  year.  But  RPR  said  rhe 
income  gain ‘fen  below  its  objectives  and  it  will  aim  to  boost 
profitability  by  selling  non-core  assets  and  reducing  debt 
Saks  of  about  10  billion  francs  (£13  billion}  are  scheduled 
over  the  next  two  years. 

The  Fisons  acquisition  cut  earnings  by  5  US  cents  a  share 
in  the  year  to  December  3L  but  Rsoos  should  contribute  to 
the  group  next  year.  RPR  reported  pre-tax  income  of  $538 
million  in  1995  ($513  million).  Turnover  rose  14.6  per  cent  to 
$5.14  billion  while  interest  and  Fisons  acquisition  debt 
reduced  net  income  3  per  cent  to  $337.8  million.  RPR  says 
earnings  growth  of  10  per  can  per  share  is  “feasible”  in  1996. 

Lord  Borne  warning 

LORDBORRIE.  a  former  Director-General  of  FSur  Trading. 

gave  warning  last  night  of  the  dangers  of  predatoiy  foreign  own¬ 
ership  of  UK:  companies.  Lord  Some,  now  a  Labour  peer, 
praised  most  investors  from  abroad,  including  those  backing 
companies  tike  Nissan  UK' and  Nestle  for  fostering  good  re¬ 
lations  with  the  local  workforce.  But  he  added:  “What  sours  re¬ 
lations,  giy}  what  many  people  in  tins  countiy  are  concerned 
about,  is  when  the  new  investor  behaves  like  a  predatory  tourist. 


-  hearts  and  unfulfilled  promises.”  Lord  Borne  was  making  his 
maiden  speech  in  a  Lords  debate  on  inward  investment. 

ABN-Amro  expansion 

ABN-AMRO.  the  Dutch  bank,  expects  to  more  than  double 
the  oa  of  its  Lradorioperalioas  over  the  next  three  years. The 
bank,  which  owns  Hoare  Govett,  the  stockbroker,  is  to  move 
to  new  headquarters  in  Spitalfie/ds.  east-Londqo.  which  wfll 
accommodate  2^00  people,  compared  until  the.  1.000  ABN- 
AMRO  staff  currently  rased  at  three  City  sites;  Personnel  in 
Moorgate,  Bishopsgate  and  foe  Broadgate  complex-win  move 
to  an  1 1-storey  building  on  a  one-acre  site  with  a  frontage  on 
Bishopsgate  in  the  borough  of  Tower  Hamlecs.it  wflL  be  bdh 
by  foie  Sphalfields  Development  Group,  a  joint-  venture 
between  BICC,  Costain  and  SPP.  foe  Swedish  insurer. 

Anglo  United  chief  quits 

THE  chairman  of  Anglo  United,  foe  Coalite  fuels  group, 
yesterday  resigned  as  foe  company  revealed  deepening  lasses 
and  a  slump  in  the  sales  of  smokeless  fuel  during  the  six 
mouths  of  mild  weather  up  to  September  30.  HaroldCottam, 
who  has^teered  the  company  for  nearly  three  years,  said  he 
was  tearing  immediately  and  that  his  task  of  improving 
.  banking  confidence  and  reshaping  the  group  was  “essentially 
complete”.  He  will  be  succeeded  by  Alan  Brooks,  a  non¬ 
executive  chairman  since  March  1993.  Pre-tax  losses  were 
£10-2  million  f£3_2  million  loss).  Coalite  sates  fell  27  per  cent 
during  the  six  months.  - 

Lloyd’s  in  record  deal 

LLOYD'S  OF  LONDON  and  the  London  insurance  market 
have  participated  in  foe  world's  largest  ever  reinsurance 
programme.  It  is  part  of  a  $10-5  bilfion  insurance  package  to 
'  cover  homeowners  in  California  against  earthquake  damage. 
The  initiative  follows  foe-  Janoary.1994  earthquake  that 
measured  6.6  cm  the  Richter  scale  and  caused  £12  billion  of 
damage,  much  of  which  wasuninsured.  Lloyd’s  has  provided 
£1295  million  of  cover,  while  foe  London  market  has 
provided  a  further  £473.miffioh.  The  shares  are  part  of  a  $2 
billion  reinsurance  layer,  which  is  one  of  six  in  the  $105 
biUkm programme.  ... 

US  buy  for  Burger  King 

GRAND  METROPOLITAN'S  Burger  King  subsidiary  has 
acquired  57.  Burger  King  franchises  in  Florida  and  Georgia 
for  $55.6  million,  from  Davgar  Restaurants,  a  Florida 
restaurant  holding  company.  Bob  Lowes,  chairman  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  Burger  King,  said:  “This 
acquisition  of  over  50  restaurants,  in  a  high  growth  area 
allows  us  to  improve  operations  and  profitability  ”  Burger 
King  completed  a  programme  of  refranchising  last  year 
whichallowed  the  company  to  meet  tite  expansion  demands 
of  franchisees  and  enabled  the  company  to  concentrate 
resources  in  its  strongest  geographical  areas. 
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Outgoing  director  cautions  against  radical  change 


Bank’s  supervisory  role  defended 


By  Our  Banking 
CORRESPONDENT 

BRIAN  QUINN,  the  Bank  of 
England  director  with  respon¬ 
sibility  for  banking  supervi¬ 
sion.  has  hit  back  at  critics  in  a 
last  a  trade  before  his  retire¬ 
ment  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Writing  in  The  Scottish. 
Banker,  published  today,  he 
says:  The  net  benefits  of 
leaving  supervision  with  foe 
Bank  greatly  outweigh  the 
risks  of  experimenting  with 
radical  institutional  change. 


especially  at  this  uncertain 
point  in  the  evolution  of  the 
world’s  financial  system.” 

His  comments  are  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  repeated  criticism  of 
the  Bank,  most  recently  fol¬ 
lowing  the  collapse  of  Barings 
a  year  ago,  and  to  calls  for  its 
supervisory  and  monetary 
roles  to  be  split. 

Mr  Quinn  acknowledges 
that  financial  markets  have 
changed  and  that  it  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  think  about  how  foe 
supervision  of  banks  and  oth¬ 
er  financial  institutions  is 


organised  and  managed.  He 
says  foe  Bank  is  reexamining 
its  methods  of  supervision. 

But  he  adds  that  the  Bank  is 
at  foe  very  centre  of  the 
financial  system.  “This  places 
it  in  a  unique  position,  rath  to 
see  what  is  going  on  in  foe 
banking  system  and  to  decide 
whether  die  failure  of  any 
bank  could  lead  to  a  general 
collapse  not  only  among 
banks  but  throughout  foe 
whole  financial  system.” 

In  defence  of  the  Bank’s 
record  compared  with  that  of 


other  banking  regulators.  Mr 
Quinn  says:  “The  Bank’s  track 
record  as  a  banking  supervi¬ 
sor  stands  comparison  with 
other  countries.” 

He  says  that  the  cost  of 
banking  failures  in  the  UK 
over  foe  past  decade,  mea¬ 
sured  by  payments  from  the 
Deposit  Protection .  Fund, 
amounted  to  £144  mfllion, 
“and  there  is  an  excellent 
prospect  that  the  fund  wfll 
recover  a  substantial  part  of 
those  costs”. 

The  cost  of  failed  banks  to 


the  US  Federal  Deposit  Insur¬ 
ance  Corporation,  he  says,  is 
estimated  at  £20  biHion  over 
the  same  period.  In  Japan,  foe 
current  banking  crisis  has 
exhausted  foe  deposit  insur¬ 
ance  fund,  which  stood  at  £5 
billion  two  years  ago. 

He  says:  The  feet  is  that 
there  is  scarcely  a  country 
anywhere  in  the  industrial 
world  that  has  not  had  prob¬ 
lems  with  its  banks  in  recent 
years."  He  adds  that  it  is 
misleading  to  suggest  that 
bank  failures  will  not  occur. 


Going  C 
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LOOKING  FOR  OFFICE  SUPPLIES  WITH  GUARANTEED  NEXT  DAY  DEUVERY? 
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TINY  ROWLAND,  who  ceased  to  be  a  director  of  Lonrho 
on  March  2,  2995,  received  a  total  remuneration  of 
£795,683  in  the  year  to  September  30,  Lonrho’s  1995 
annual  reportshows.  Hie  figure  was  made  up  of  £522.920 
in  salary,  with  an  additional  E272J63  accounting  for 
benefits  in  kind,  representing  the  costs  he  incurred 
entertaining  overseas  visitors.  No  compensation  was  paid 
to  Mr  Rowland  when  he  left  Lonrho.  foe  report  notes.  In 
the  previous  financial  year,,  ended  September  30.  1994. 
Mr  Rowland’s  total  remuneration  package  was  £1.56 
million.  •  t 

Jaguar  director  dies 

DAVID- BOOLE,  director  of  communications  at  Jaguar, 
died  yesterday,  aged  48.  He  was  one  of  the  best-known 
figures  in  foe  British' motor  industry  after  a  career  that 
started  in  public  relations  at  the  British  Leyiand  Motor 
Corporation  -(BLMC)  in  1970.  He  worked  in  British 
Lgyland  and  Jaguar  Rover  Triumph  before  becoming  the. 
company's  director  of  communications  and  public  affairs. 
He  took  his  present  job  at  Jaguar  Cars  in.  1982  alongside 
Sir  John  Egan,  who  was  then  the  company's  chairman.  ■ 
Mr  Boole  lived  at  Dorridge,  near  Solihull.  West 
Midlands,  and  leaves  a  wife,  son  and.  daughter. 

Molecular  buys  in  US 

OXFORD;  MOLECULAR,  which  produces  software  for 
drugs  design,  yesterday  announced  foe  £9  million  purchase 
of  three  small  American  businesses  that  wfll  expand  the 
group  by  a  third.  The  purchases  were  financed  by  aone-for- 
seven  rights  issue  at  235p  per  share  that  raised  £16^  million. 
The  balance  of  foe  proceeds  will  be  used  to  fund  current 
operations.  Oxford  Molecular  reported  a  pre-tax-loss  of  £3.75 
mfllion  on  tumoverof  £6 2  million  for  the  year  to  December 
31.  against  a  loss  of  just  under  £3  million  on  turnover  of  £2.7 
million  in  foeprevious  year.  The  share*  floated  at  80d  closed 
at324jvupl3p. 


Rates  tor  smaH  denomination 
bank  notes  only  as  suppaed  by 
Barclays  Bank  PLC.  Different  rates 
apply  to  haveners’  cheques.  Rates 
as  at  dose  of  trading  yesterday. 


Kleinwort  Benson 

PRIVATE  BANK 

Kleinwort  Benson  Private  Bank  announces  that  with 'effect  from 
I  February  1996  the  Mortgage  Account  interest  rate  will  be 
7.49%  per  annum.  The  mortgage  base  rate  is  now  7.6%  per  annum. 

Urfn*wrt  team  Vttalt  b  a  DkvWsn  of 

gut — rv.  «— t—  ft.  ,-ini  nt  tiiimmiiia  m  1  IniJlul 
_ Matiber  of  the  Drasdner  Bank  Group  ' 
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Q^jjgnce  attempts  to  evade  the  legal  knots  □  Appalling  precedent  set  by  Kinnock  □  Ken  waves  the  One  Nation  flag 


QTHE  Affiance  &  Leicester 
to  give  details  on  the 
?L  public  may 
its  members,  but  the 

SOCietv  is  nnb  5“ 


societies’  dice 


«qa®issag“ 

u  is  infuriating  to  win  in  the 


r^ofttetaldW 
S0<^®  tottery  but  have  to  waft 
untiithe  autumn  to  know  what 
tne  size  of  your  winnings  But 

Ssssssasa* 

j  nval  the  so-called  C&G  After- 
natives  who  caused  such  trouble, 

— te*  Girobank 

isesn  torush  into  fee 
S™  erf  Lloyds  Baiik.  anticipated 

mat  union  by  promising  rather 
more  to  members  than  it  was 
oititied  to.  The  eventual  High 
Cowl  ruling  restricted  payouts 
to  those  with  accounts  of  more 

The  problem  was  that  the 
C&G  was  handing-out  cash, 
dnven  by  the  unvnffingness  of 
IJoyds  to  see  dilution-  of  its 
shares.  Other  building  societies 
that  have  converted  have  pro¬ 
posed  share  handouts,  hot  sub-' 
jeato  Am  same  legal  restrictions. 

Tne  Alliance  &  Leicester  is  no  1 
keener  than  its  predecessors  on 
those  who  open  accounts  solely 
in  the  hope  of  benefiting  from 
conversion:  The  caution  shown 
by  Peter  White,  its  chief  exec¬ 


utive,  ova- earfy  revelation  of  the 
®ms  of  conversion  may  be 
ubdostandable.  But  his  insis¬ 
tence  that  the  society  has  been 
bundled  in  haste  towards  the 
market  fay.  too  much  heated 
speculation  is  other  less  so. 
There  are  precious  few,  carpet¬ 
baggers  perched  on  its  books 
because  of  .the  £5,000  minimum 
investment  heeded  to  qualify. 

His  haste,  therefore,  might 
have  more  to  do  with  stealing  a' 
mardb  cm  the  Woolwich  and  toe 
Halifax  in  getting  to  the  market 
first,  although  be  denies  this. 
What  is  certam  is  that  once  these 
have  got  there.  just a  quarter  of 
the  mortgage  lending  market 
waj  beg?  me  hands  of  traditional 
societies.  While  many  will 
mourn  such  a  sudden  trans¬ 
formation,  h  .  should  be  good 
news  far  borrowers  and  savers. 

Hie  skirmishing  over  mort¬ 
gage  and  lending  rates  will 
intensify.  The  new  banks  will 
want  to  offer  the  most  compet¬ 
itive  rates  possible  to  gain  names  . 
on  die  bocks  —  to  whom  other 
financial  products iwffl  be  sold — 
and  the  old-style  societies  will 
have  to  follow  suit 

The  only  spoilers  are  tie 


Girobank  account  holders.  They 
will  fed  they  have  lost  out  twice; 
once  when  the  business  was  sold 

to  the  Affiance  &  Leicester  in 
1990,  and  now  on  conversion.  It 
is  true  that  the  Girobank,  gratify 
undervalued  when  the  Govern¬ 
ment  sdld.it,  has  contributed  to 
the  society*  current  prosperity. 

But  bank  account  holders  hare 
never  enjoyed  the  legal  rights 
accorded  to  building  society 
members,  who  evolved  from  a 
different  ancestry.  Consider  the 
Midland.  No  special  payments 
were  made  at  the  time  <5  the  1992 
sale  of  the  hank  to  the  Hongkong 
&  Shanghai  — -  and  none  were 
demanded. 

Every  cloud  has 
a  state  airline 

□  BRUSSELS  was  always  likely 
to  permit  Spain's  latest  aid 
package  for  Iberian  Airlines.  To 
start  wiih.  Air  Prance;  Olympic, 
Aer  lingus,  Portugal's  TAP  and 
other  flag  carriers  have  already 
been  given  the  nod. 

More  important,  perhaps,  it  so 
happens  that  most  of  the  Ell’s 
aflmg  state  airlines  are  owned  fay 


Pevn/ngton 


member  states  whose  votes 
Germany  needs  for  economic 
and  monetary  union,  but  which 
will  themselves  be  excluded  from 
it-  For  the  next  few  years,  the 
Commission  is  Hkefy  to  bade 
virtually  anything  they  ask  for. 

This  political  largesse  suD  has 
to  be  squared  with  other  eco¬ 
nomic  priorities  in  Brussels,  nota¬ 
bly  the  less  restricted  regime  of 
airline  competition  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  in  1997.  To  pass  muster, 
state  aid  must  make  a  plausible 
attempt  to  reform  an  airline  to 
operate  commercially  thereafter 
and  must  not  give  than  an  unfair 
advantage  over  private  airlines 
sail  as  British  Airways  by  giving 
the  failures  the  most  competitive 
new  equipment 

Iberia  was.  therefore,  allowed 


less  than  it  wanted  and  forced  to 
sell  its  Argentine  subsidiary  io 
make  up  the  difference.  The 
trouble  is  that  Iberia  bad  its  last 
chance  three  years  ago,  when 
Brussels  approved  a  £650  mil¬ 
lion  state  resale.  Unlike  others, 
however,  it  did  not  go  through 
the  de-manning  and  cost-cutting 
needed  to  meet  its  targets. 

Poor  NeO  Kiimock,  the  EU 
Transport  Commissioner,  has 
gone  through  intellectual  contor¬ 
tions  to  claim  that  the  new 
package  is  the  equivalent  of  a 
commercial  market  investment, 
not  a  state  subsidy.  This  creates 
an  appalling  precedent  for  every¬ 
one  to  have  more  “last  chances". 

Air  France's  t?  1  billion  icfcnp 
rescue  plan  is  no!  going  too  well. 
It  might  as  well  start  working  on 
its  application  now,  if  it  has  not 
already  done  so.  Alitalia  is 
already  looking  for  £600-900 
million,  though  Lamberto  Dini 
is  not  keen,  and  his  Government 
reckons  Brussels’  conditions  are 
so  tough  that  it  is  threatening 
recalcitrant  pilots  wifo  them. 

In  the  end,  however.  Brussels 
will  not  stop  a  trig  flag  carrier 
from  being  rescued.  So  only 
efficient  private  airlines  can  lose 


from  free  competition.  That 
means  the  1997  liberalisation  is 
doomed  to  disaster  at  the  first 
nasty  turn  of  the  aviation  cyde. 

Clarke’s 

Drift 

□THE  RATHER  anodyne  of¬ 
ficial  reason  for  Kenneth 
Clarke’s  polhe  refusal  to  attend 
the  exclusive  World  Economic 
Forum  starting  today  in  Davos  is 
pressure  of  work. 

This  seems  strange  given  that 
there  is  not  that  much  routine 
economic  stewardship  needed  at 
the  moment,  not  even  the  plea¬ 
sure  of  meeting  Eddie  George 
and  deriding  to  cut  base  rates. 

Bat  we  can  now  see  what  was 
ratify  behind  the  Chancellor's 
wish  to  stay  at  home.  He  has 
been  filling  nis  days  waving  the 
One  Nation  Tmy  flag  in  the  faces 
of  his  right-wing  detractors. 

He  has  defended  the  likelihood 
of  a  single  currency,  an  excru¬ 
ciating  lack  of  loyalty  to  the 
agnostic  line  agreed  by  the 
Cabinet.  With  education  still 
incandescent  as  a  political  issue. 
Mr  Clarke  also  wants  more 


spending  on  training.  He  has 
now  called  into  question  one  of 
his  Prime  Minister's  key  tong- 
term  economic  aims,  to  gel 
public  spending  below  40  per 
cent  of  GDP. 

Our  doughty  Chancellor  said 
he  did  not  think  that  this  was 
either  possible  or  desirable  In  an 
advanced  economy  —  not  what 
John  Major  wants  to  hear  from 
his  own  left-hand  man. 

In  truth,  the  Chancellor  is  a 
One  Nation  one-man  band,  try¬ 
ing  to  close  the  blue  water 
between  his  kind  of  Toryism  and 
Mr  Blair  as  fast  as  Mr  Major 
and  the  right  are  trying  to  widen 
iL  Lucky  for  Mr  Clarke  that 
Michael  Portillo  is  safely  tucked 
away  in  Davos. 


'£?£££&  Designer  politics 


□  TIME  was  when  the  political 
parties  used  to  squabble  over 
now  many  pop  stars  they  could 
fit  on  board.  Now  it  is  business¬ 
men.  Sir  Terence  Conran  is 
certainly  a  typical  Thaicherite 
1980s  figure,  m  that  he  rode  the 
takeover  boom  until  falling  off  — 
now  he  clambers  on  io  the 
Blairwagon.  Perhaps  executives 
should  concentrate  on  what  they 
do  best,  running  businesses,  and 
spare  us  their  political  views.  Sir 
Terence's  polling  intentions  are 
of  no  particular  psephological 
relevance  either;  he  has  one  vole, 
and  so  does  everyone  else. 


Elf  Enterprise  venture 


By  Carl  MomisHED 


ELF  Enterprise  Petroleum 
(EEP),  the  loss-making  joint 
venture  between  Enterprise 
Oil  and  Elf.  the  French 
energy  group.is  to  be  taken 
apart  and  its  North  Sea 
assets  shared  between  the 
partners.  '  :  -  ^  - 

The  dismemberment  of 
EEP  is  expected  to  lead!  to 


asset  safes  as  the  reorganisa¬ 
tion  win  give  Erf  and  Enter¬ 
prise  separate  contnrioverfoe 
oil  assets,  which  include 
shares  in  the  Nelson,  Hper. 
Saltire  and  Claymore  fields. 

The  joint  venture  company 
yesterday  sold  £236  miffian  of 
shares,  in  Enterprise  03.  The 
1Z9  per  cent  stake,  formed 


part  of  Elfs  original  invest¬ 
ment  in  EEP  and  wag  used  to 
raise  £400  million  of  ex¬ 
changeable  bands  that  are  to 
be  redeemed  at  par..  . 

The  shares  were  sold  to 
BZW,  Cazenove  and  Com¬ 
merzbank  and  have  been 
placed  with  institutions,  at 
364p.  Enterprise  win  take  a 


in  US 


By  Christine  Boaosy  ' 

A5HTEAD  Gnpnp/  foe 
plant  hire specialist,  tontin-. 
oed  to  dtafy.fte.  dqpoHSsed:. 
construction,  sector ^yester¬ 
day  by  buying' two.  more . 
companies!  ,!  >“•••! 

Ashtead  paad  £20  nriflkm 
for  a  US  company  and  .  £16 
million  for  ;an  operation 
straddling  'foe  UK  and;  Ire- , 
Zand.  Mule  handtiag-a  £66 
millioB  rights  issue  to  fond, 
the  purchases  and  trim  debt : 
McLean,  which  operates 
from  Maryland  and  Virgin-, 
ia.  wffl  fit  .alongside 
Ashtead’s  depots  in  die' 
south-eastemUS. 

Peter  Lewis,  Ashtead’s 
chainnah.  smd:  ‘Tbe  'dy- 
namics .  ..  now  dearly  sup-' 
port  the  large -and 
professionally  managed 
plant  hirers."  '. . 

Pre-tax  profits  in  flic  six 
months  to  October -31.  -in¬ 
creased  32  per-cent 'to  £8.7  - 
nriSioii,  ‘on  safes,  that  had 
risen  35.  per  cent  to  E43J 
million.  11k  .interim  divi¬ 
dend.  payable  on  April  9, 
was  lifted  22  per  cent  to 
0.65p.  : 
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Peter  Lewis  unveiled  a  profits  rise  of  32  per  cent 


£25  million  provision  in  its 
results  for  1995  as  the  shares 
were  sold  well  below  their 
bode  value  of 477p. 

-  The  announcement  of  the 
share  placing  and  provision 
caused  Enterprise  Oil  shares 
to  fall  9p  to  372p. 

The  oil  assets  of  the  joint 
venture  will  be  split  between 
foe  partners  on  a  two-to-one 
basis  reflecting  the  respective 
66  per  cent  and  33  per  cent 
interests  of  Elf  and  Enterprise 
in  the  company. 

EEP  was  originally  estab¬ 
lished  to  buy  foe  assets  of 
Occidental  Petroleum.,  How¬ 
ever,  it  has  failed  to  make 
profits  for  the  shareholders. 

Andrew  Shflston,  the  fi¬ 
nance  director  erf  Enterprise,  . 
explained  that  EEP  suffered 
from  cost-overruns  in  foe  re¬ 
building  of  the  Piper  Alpha  I 
platform  as  well  as  the  high  1 
rale  of  interest  -Oh  foe  ex-  , 
changeable  bonds.  :- 

He  sakfc  “The  sensible  tiling  i 
to  do  is  to  take  advantage  of 
interest  rates  and  refinance."  | 
Mr  Shilston  expects  to  reduce 
the  interest  on  the  bond  debt 
fay  percent 

Enterprise  will  benefit  from 
direct  ownership  of  57  million 
bands  of  oD  after  the  deal, 
increasing  daily  production 
rates  by  about  30,000  barrels. 
Net  debt  wOl  increase  by  £118 
ntinkm.  but  the  company  ex¬ 
pects  that  the  restructuring 
will  marginally  enhance  earn¬ 
ings  from  1996  onwards. 

Elf  has  been  selling  assets  to 
reduce  its  debts  and  the  un¬ 
bundling  of  EEP  should  re¬ 
duce  its  on-balance  sheet 
borrowings  and  allow  it  to 
make  sales. _ 

Tempos,  page  26 


Ioffes has  Ford  results  take 
for  deals  turn  for  the  worse 


Bv  Sarah  Bmsnau. 

FYFFES.  the  Dublin  fruit  and 
:  vegetable  distributor  that  ac¬ 
quired  half  of  Geest's  banana 
business,  yesterday  said  it  was 
in  a  strong  position  to  make 
further  acquisitions. 

NeO  McCann,  chairman,  said 
that,  in  spite  of  two  years' 
substantial  expansion,  its  cash 
position  remained  strong  and  it 
“has  the  capacity  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  attractive  opportunities'. 

Fyffes,  with  foe  Windward 
Islands  Banana  Development 
Company,  paid  £1473  million 
for  Geest'S  banana  business. 

Fyffes  lifted  its  pre-tax  profits 
from  ir£36.1  million  to  Ir£42 
million  in  the  year  to  October 
31  on  turnover  up  from 
Ir£874_5  million  to  lrfil.l  b0~ 
Iran.  Net  cash  rose  to  Ir£68-5 
million,  from  Ir£563  million. 
The  final  dividend,  due  on 
April  17,  rises  10  per  cent  to 
lrl.l95p.  making  lrlfr674p,  up 
10  per  cent  Tempos,  page  26 


By  A  Correspondent 


PROFITS  at  Ford  Motor  Co 
suffered  a  downturn  in  1995. 
but  foe  company  anticipates  a 
gradual  improvement  this 
year  as  it  completes  the  launch 
of  new  models. 

America’s  second-largest 
car  manufacturer  behind 
General  Motors  earned  $660 
million  in  the  fourth  quarter, 
compared  with  $1.6  billion  in 
the  final  quarter  of  1994. 
Revenues  were  $345  trillion, 
up  slightly  from  $33-6  billion. 

Its  key  US  automotive  oper¬ 
ations  earned  $168  million  in 
the  final  quarter,  compared 
with  $745  million  last  time. 
Outside  the  United  States, 
automotive  operations  in¬ 
curred  a  loss  of  $152  million, 
compared  with  a  profit  of  $374 
million. 

Ford  reported  earnings  of 
$4.1  billion,  down  22  per  cent 
from  a  record  $53  billion  in 
1994.  while  worldwide  sales 


and  revalues  rose  to  $137.1 
trillion  from  $128.4  billion. 

Alex  Trotman.  chairman 
and  chief  executive,  said  the 
company  had  a  good  first  half, 
but  problems  emerged  in  the 
final  six  months.  “Second-half 
automotive  results  were  im¬ 
pacted  by  lower  US  produc¬ 
tion  volume  and  an  unprece¬ 
dented  number  of  major 
product  launches. 'he  said. 

These  included  foe  new 
Ford  Taurus,  Mercury  Sable, 
Rad  F-Series  pickup  and  foe 
new  Ford  Fiesta  and  Ford 
Galaxy  minivan  in  Europe. 

Net  income  from  Ford’s 
worldwide  automotive  opera¬ 
tions  fell  to  $2  bfliicm  from  $3.9 
billion  in  1994.  Automotive 
profits  dipped  to  $1.8  billion 
from  $3  billion  in  the  US.  and 

«to  $213  million  from 
llion  overseas.  Ford 
sold  6.6  million  (635  million) 
vehicles  worldwide  in  1995. 


S&N  saves 
only  £8m 
in  shake-up 

By  alasdair  Murray 


SCOTTISH  &  Newcastle,  the 
brewing  and  leisure  company . 
will  save  just  £8  million  this 
year  from  the  integration  of 
recent  acquisition  Courage  de¬ 
spite  making  a  £150  million 
provision  for  job  cuts  and 
writedowns. 

However.  S&N  said  that  the 
savings  should  rise  to  £45 
million  next  year  and  reach 
£75  million  by  1998. 

The  company  intends  to 
develop  up  to  1.000  new  sites 
as  Chef  and  Brewer  restau¬ 
rants.  But  development  will  be 
matched  by  the  divestment  of 
unprofitable  sites. 

SAN's  brewing  arm,  Scot¬ 
tish  Coinage,  will  concentrate 
on  premium  brand  lagers  and 
beers,  while  the  company's 
leisure  interests  will  seek  to 
expand  in  Belgium,  foe  UK, 
France  and  Germany.  The 
plans  impressed  foe  City  and 
the  shares  rose  7p  to  634p. 
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MICHAEL ^LARfCri 

American  interest  rate 
cut  rekindles  equities 


HOPES  of  the  American  inter¬ 
est  cut  that  eventually  came 
after  hours  enabled  share 
prices  on  the  London  stock 
market  to  close  at  their  best 
levels  of  the  day  after  a  volatile 
session. 

Another  record  breaking 
performance  overnight  on 
Wall  Street,  that  saw  the  Dow 
Jones  industrial  average  soar 
more  than  70  points,  set  the 
scene  for  an  early  mark-up  in 
London. 

But  as  the  day  wore  bn.  the 
FT-SE  100  Index  saw  an  early 
22  point  lead  reduced  to  just  5 
points  before  bouncing  back  to 
close  24.0  up  at  3.759.3.  Turn¬ 
over  topped  more  than  one 
billion  shares  for  the  first  time 
this  year. 

But  market-makers  re¬ 
mained  in  a  cautious  mood, 
last  night  while  they  were  still 
awaiting  the  outcome  of  the 
full  Federal  Reserve  Open 
Market  committee  meeting. 

Later  today  the  Bundesbank 
meets  to  discuss  the  possibilty 
of  another  cut  in  German 
rates  after  a  further  softening 
in  the  repo  rare  yesterday. 

In  London,  early  interest 
remained  focused  on  Hanson 
after  the  decision  on  Tuesday 
to  split  the  group  into  four 
separate  parts.  Hanson 
dropped  9p  to  2023-»p  as  bro¬ 
kers  tried  to  assess  the  conse¬ 
quences  for  shareholders  of 
the  move  and  speculate  about 
the  possibility  of  buyers 
emerging  for  various  parts  of 
the  empire.  A  further  62 
million  shares'  had  traded  by 
the  close. 

Enterprise  09  fell  13p  to 
368p  after  Elf  Enterprise  Pe¬ 
troleum.  a  joint  venture  com¬ 
pany  between  Enterprise  and 
Elf  Acquitaine.  unloaded  its 
entire  holding.  As  part  of  a 
bought  deal  BZW  led  a  consor¬ 
tium  that  paid  360p  for  63.72 
million  shares.  12.9  per  cent  of 
the  company,  worth  an  esti¬ 
mated  £230  million.  The 
shares  were  later  placed  with 
domestic  and  foreign  institu¬ 
tional  investors  at  364p  a 
share,  bringing  the  consor¬ 
tium  a  profit  of  £25  million  on 
the  transaction. 

The  move  is  part  of  a  plan  to 
split  up  Elf  Enterprise  Petro¬ 
leum’s  assets  and  debts  in 
proportion  to  their  respective 
stakes.  It  also  includes  plans 
to  repurchase  £407  million  of 
outstanding  bonds. 

Persistent  talk  that  3  foreign 
bidder  may  be  about  to 
pounce  sent  shares  of  York¬ 
shire  Electricity  soaring  35p 
to  719p  as  turnover  reached 
more  than  I  million  shares. 
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Lord  Hanson  yesterday.  His  shares  fell  after  news  of  the  split 


Word  is  that  a  consortium  of 
international  banks,  including 
several  from  Japanese,  are 
putting  together  the  funding 
.  for  West  Coast  a  US  utilities 
group,  to  make  an  offer  of 
SOOp  a  share.  This  would 
value  Yorkshire  at  more  than 
£12  billion.  But  any  such  a 
move  is  likely  to  be  postponed 
until  after  today’s  local  by- 
election  at  Hemsworth. 


offering  numerous  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  revenue  growth  and 
costs  savings. 

Henderson  Crosthwaite 
was  also  behind  a  Ip  rise  to 
204p  in  Rolls-Royce,  it  has 
been  suggested  that  Brian 
Newman  of  Henderson  is 
about  to  publish  some  bullish 
comments. 

There  is  also  talk  that  the 
group  could  be  near  to 


Famefl  Electronics  contin¬ 
ued  to  make  up  recent  lost 
ground,  adding  9p  at  646p  in 
the  wake  of  a  buy  recommen¬ 
dation  fro m  Henderson 
Crosthwaite,  the  broker. 

The  shares  foil  sharply  last 
week  after  news  that  it  is  about 
to  treble  in  sue  with  the 
acquisition  of  Premier  Indus¬ 
trial  in  the  US.  Henderson 
describes  the  Premier  acquisi¬ 
tion  as  a  “ brilliant"  deal 
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Keep  an  eye  on  Banfon.  the  aggregates  supplier,  where  the  price 
ended  lbp  firmer  at  a  new  high  38 >2 pi  By  the  dose  of  bosutess; 
more  than  9  million  shares  had  changed  hands,  with  SBC 
Warburg,  the  broker’  said  to  be  bidding  aggressively  for  stock. 
The  speculators  claim  a  bid  could  be  just  round  the  aimer. 


clinching  orders  of  $1  billion  at 
an  air  show  in  the  Far  East 
next  week. 

Measures  being  taken  to 
boost  the  French  and  German 
economies  to  prevent  them 
sliding  into  recession  could 
also  be  positive  news  for  some 
British  companies.  Those  with 
a  strong  presence  in  either 
country  saw  their  shares 
marked  higher.  Pflkington 
rose  6>2  p  to  198b  p.  British 


and  RMC  Group  30p 
£10-26. 

Lloyds  Chemists  marl 
time  at  445p.  stilt  waiting  to 
see  if  Gehe  of  Germany 
launches  a  counter-bid.  Lloyds 
is  the  subject  of  a  bid  of  412p  a 
share  from  UniChem.  valuing 
the  entire  company  at  £514 
million.  But  after  a  period  of 
intense  speculation  Gehe  fi¬ 
nally  admitted  on  Tuesday 
that  it  was  considering  mak¬ 
ing  an  offer. 

Lloyds  said  yesterday  that  it 
planned  to  apply  pressure  to 
Gehe  during  the  next  few  days 
to  determine  whether  rt  in¬ 
tended  to  make  such  a  bid.  In 
the  meantime,  it  has  told 
shareholders  to  take  no  action. 

JD  Wetfeerspoon,  the  pubs 
operator,  was  busily  playing 
down  speculation  that  it  is 
about  to  be  bid  for  by  Bass.  A 
spokesman  for  the  company 
said:  “There  is  absolutely  no 
foundation  to  this.  Tim  Mar¬ 
tin.  chairman,  has  no  plans  to 
sell  out  We  want  to  keep  our 
independence." 

The  Wetherspoon  share 
price  responded  with  a  rise  of 
lip  to  748p.  Hie  company  has 
quickly  established  itself  in  the 
drinks  trade  by  offering  cut- 
price  beer,  undercutting  those 
pubs  with  exclusive  supply 
agreements  with  the  big 
brewers. 

□  GILT  EDGED:  There  was 
a  positive  response  to  the  latest 
£3  billion  auction,  which  was 

1.96  times  subscribed.  But 
with  the  market  having  al¬ 
ready  taken  this  into  account 
prices  then  lost  ground  steadi¬ 
ly.  reflecting  similar  weakness 
on  overseas  bond  markets. 

Brokers  described  condi¬ 
tions  as  “nervous"  with  inves¬ 
tors  anxiously  awaiting  the 
outcome  of  today’s  Bundes¬ 
bank  meeting  and  tomorrow's 
US  payroll  numbers. 

In  the  futures  pit,  the  March 
series  of  the  long  gilt  finished 
£7 ib  lower  at  £ll07i«asatotal 
of  87.000  contracts  were 
completed. 

In  long-dated  issues.  Trea¬ 
sury  8  per  cent  2013  fell  £,5i* 
to  ElOI^ai.  while  at  the 
shorter  end  of  the  market. 
Treasury  8  per  cent  2000  was 
E3i*  easier  at  £104*7m- 

□  NEW  YORK:  Industrials 
were  lower  in  late-morning 
trading,  but  the  overall  mar¬ 
ket  traded  higher  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  an  announcement  on 
interest  rates.  At  midday,  the 
Dow  Jones  industrial  average 
was  down  325  points  at 

5377.96 
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Breaking  up  is  hard  to  do 


AFTER  suffering  years  of  carping  from  juvenile 
scribblers,  Hanson  has  decided  to  throw  all  its 
toys  out  the  window.  The  directors  of  the 
company  are  now  watching  to  see  if  anyone 
takes  a  fancy  to  the  chemical  plants,  brick  kilns, 
coal  mines  .or  cigarettes.  Initially,  critics 
applauded  the  strategic  U-turn  .but  inevitably 
the  doubters  have  sharpened  their  pencils, 
asking  questions  about  borrowing  costs,  tax  and 
dividend  policy. 

Splitting  tip  the  group  will  Inevitably  raise 
Hanson’s  overall  cost  of  borrowing  as  the 
smaller  units  wiD  not  command  such  fine 
Tates.  Moreover,  the  burden  is  likely  to  fall  on 
tobacco  and  chemicals,  which  wifi  take  a 
disproportionately  large  part  of  die  debt  the 
company  believes  that  energy  and  building 
materials  are  growth  areas  requiring  funds  to 
invest  Tobacco  and  chemicals  are  good  cash 


generators  but  have  lower  capital  spending 
needs  and  will  be  geared  appropriately. 

-  Tax  is  a  puzzle  and  investors  will  have  to 
wait  whjle  an  army  of  lawyers  agree  a  deal 
with  the  Inland  Revenue  but  dividend  payout 
rates  are  likely  to  iafi.  Starting  with  a  blank 
sheet  the  mini-Hansons  will  have  Utile  reason 
to  pay  a  premium  yield- 
A  collection  of  dull  assets  wffl  always  be  a 
Collection  of  dull  assets;  their  value  depends  in 
large  parr  on  what  is  done  with  them.  The 
Hanson  group  made  its' name  and  achieved  a 
high  share  rating  in  the  1980s  by  extracting 
cash  from  low-growth  businesses  but  the 
premium  rating  attached  to  the  management, 
not  the  assets.  New  managements  will  have  to 
prove  their  worth  and  in  the  meantime  the 
best  hope  for  a  short-term  pay-back  is  bids  for 
mini-Hansons. 


Enterprise  Oil 

ELF  Enterprise  Petroleum 
has  been  a  millstone  around 
the  neck  of  Enterprise  Oil  for 
some  years.  Having  paid  a 
high  price  for  the  Occidental 
Petroleum  assets-  in  1991. 
efforts  to  bring  EEP  into 
profit  have  been  hamstrung 
by  huge  costs  in  rebufldmg 
the  Pfper  platform. 

Last  year,  the  joint  venture 
suffered  losses  of  £335  mil¬ 
lion,  including  a  £292  mil¬ 
lion  asset  writedown. 

EEP  still  generates  cash, 
an  important  factor  for  En¬ 
terprise.  whose  strategy  is 
maximum  distribution  to 
shareholders.  But  the  loss- 
making  joint  venture  proved 
an  easy  target  for  critics  at 
the  time  of  the  unsuccessful 
bid  for  Lasma  Unscram¬ 
bling  the  joint  venture  will 
allow  Enterprise  to  redeem 
thc  high-yielding  bonds  and 
refinance  at  much  better 


rates.  However;  bringing  its 
share  of  the  EEP  oilfields  on 
balance  sheet  mil  also  in¬ 
crease  depreciation,  offset¬ 
ting  modi  of  the  gain  from 
lower  interest  costs.  • 
Enterprise  took  a  knock, 
yesterday  from  news  ,  of  file 
foss  on  the  share  sale,  in  1991. 
a  more  confident  Enterprise 
was  happy  for  Elf  to  use 
Enterprise  stock  as  a  means 


of  raising  debt  finance., fnzt 
the  shares  have  proven  to  be 
a  depreciating  asset. 

The  goods  news  has  yet  to 
be  announced.  Enterprise  is 
likely  to  keep  its  share  of  the 
Nelson  field,  but  there  is  a 
brisk  market  for  mature 
North  Sea  oilfields  such  as 
Piper  and  the  unbundling  of 
EEP  gives  Enterprise  scope 
for  deals. 


GOING  IT  ALONE 
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Fyffes 


FYFFES  is  a  company  driven 
by  acquisitions  and  its  con¬ 
tinued  success  reflects  an 
ability  to  buy  well  and  then 
boost  performance. 

New  businesses  accounted 
for  41  per  cent  of  the  increase 
in  operating  profits  last  year, 
but  underlying  growth  was 
still  plea-ting,  with  a  17  per 
cent  advance. 

Even  after  the  recent  deal 
over  the  Geest  banana  busi¬ 
ness.  Fyffes ’s  balance  sheet  is 
strong  and  cash  generation  is 
good,  leaving  scope  for  fur¬ 
ther  acquisitions.  In  cash 
terms,  the  Geest  deal  —  a 
joint  venture  with  Wibdeco.  a 
co-operative  of  Windward  Is¬ 
land  growers  —  absorbed 
only  about  one  years  free 
cash  generation. 

Fyffes  now  supplies  half  of 
the  UK  banana  market,  but  it 
is  too  early  to  judge  the 
potential  return  from  the 
deal;  banana  prices  have 
been  weak  and  the  business 
has  been  plagued  in  the  past 
by  disease  and  hurricanes. 


However,  m  foe  work!  of 
fresh  produce,  bananas  are 
relatively  high-margin  prod¬ 
ucts  and  barriers  to  entry  are 
considerable. .... 

TheFyffes  share  price 
could  drift  during  the  time  it 
takes  to  turn  round  the 
business.  But  given  the  man¬ 
agement's  track  record,  bene¬ 
fits  are  likely  to  emerge  and 
advances  should  be  reflected . 
in  the  share  price. 

Ashtead 

WAITING  for  improvement 
in  foe  construction  sector  is 
like  watching  paint:  dry  but 
requires  even  more  patience. 
Such  is  the  fundamental  mal¬ 
aise  in  building,  particularly 
among  smaller  companies 
worst  hit  by  the  recession.  ■. 

Ashtead,  the  plant-hire 
company  that  named  itself 
after  a  Surrey  town,  is  heavi¬ 
ly  exposed  to  tbeljuildihg  in¬ 
dustry.  but  it  -is  not  a 
depressed  animaL- 

Hiring  equipment  to  small 
and  medium-sited  builders  is 
one  of  its  core  operations. 


However,  rather  titan  sink 
into  the  UK  construction 
Ashtead  has  ex¬ 
its  horizons:  forays 
into  the  healthier  US  market 
and  diversification  into  in¬ 
spection  plant  used  by 
telecoms  and  cable  TV  com¬ 
panies  have  bolstered  the 
business.  Such  is  the 
changed  nature  of  the  com¬ 
pany  that  construction  indus¬ 
try*  orders  account  for  less 
than  45  per  cent  of  group 
sales,  down  from  80  per  cent 
five  years  ago. 

A  more  imaginative  pric¬ 
ing  policy  —  by  which  cus¬ 
tomers  have  more  flexibility 
to  negotiate  costs  —  has  im¬ 
proved  plant  utilisation.  Staff 
are  also  given  incentives  fay 
profit-sharing  on  a  monthly 
basis. 

Asbstead's  acquisition  pro¬ 
gramme  has  propelled  it  into 
the.  big  league  of  hirers  in  a 
still  fragmented  industry,  but 
foe  company  is  still  of  a  size 
to  offer  good  growth 
prospects. 

Edited  by  Carl  Mortished 
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96.78 

30)16 

Previous  open  Interest  1 123926 

Jun  96  - 

9687 

0689 

9653 

9636 

50682 

tong  Gilt 

Mar  96  _ 

lll-OI 

II  MO 

11009 

110-14 

Previous  open  Interest:  (41855 

Jun%  - 

uo-to 

1MM6 

109-27 

109-3 

X* 

Japanese  Govmt  Bond 

Mar  96  „ 

11965 

119.77 

11966 

1 19.74 

2%! 

Jon  96  _ 

1 1624 

II8J8 

11*20 

1 IB3S 

568 

German  Gov  Bd  Band 

Max  96  — 

10009 

10086 

100.10 

10021 

224853 

previous  open  imeresc  2507(0 

ton  96  „ 

9905- 

KKU» 

99.42 

9053 

•  2W9 

Three  month  ECU 

Max  96  _ 

95-40 

95  AS 

95  40 

95A4 

2252 

Previous  open  Imprest  34177 

ton  96  - 

9555 

9662 

9553 

9558 

1133 

Euro  Swiss  Franc 

Mar  96  _ 

98.16 

98JZ0 

9808 

98.19 

Previous  open  Interest  «o»4j 

Jun  96 

98.14 

98.18 

W08 

98.14 

613D 

Italian  Govmt  Bond 

Mar  06  _ 

11225 

11269 

111.76 

11253 

Previous  open  Interest  £6261 

ton  96  — 

11105 ' 

11155 

111J5 

112JK 

322 

,  >>  ^  ,  MONEY  RATES  (%) 

r. 

Base  Races  Clearing  Banks  64  finance  Hse  64 

Dtsancm  Market  Loans  O/nfgiu  Ugh:  64  Low  64  Week  fixed:  64 

Treasury  KBs  (Dis):Boy:  2  rath  6*b  :  3  nidi  6'- .  Sell:  2  imh  64: :  3  mch:  6 . 


Prime  Bank  Btes  (DbT- 
Stcrlxng  Money  Rails 
Interbank 

Oemighc  open  64.  close  7 . 


local  Authority  Dcp& 
Sterling  CDs 
Dollar  CDs 
Bvadhtg  Soddy  CDs 


1  mth 

2mtk 

3  ton 

6  mill 

12  nA 

6,+6%» 

S"o-5-» 

6V6%> 

6'-0*» 

6Mfa 

6*.rt>, 

6t6x 

6'r6*B 

6VO%, 

6%rTOu 

6'- 

nra 

6S 

6 

6 

ere-frn 

(trftm 

b‘»6% 

6>*r6 

5 

n/a 

5J3 

5.13 

501 

Snr6‘, 

<fw&* 

tfeVm 

htf. 

EUROPEAN  MQNEy.  DEPOSITS 


Comocy 

7  flay 

1  mth 

3  BOh 

6  "Hfl 

Cafl 

Dollar. 

s*^ 

5>v5S 

y<-4% 

PenodigaMfc 

34-3% 

3V3% 

3V3*. 

3,--3'- 

4-3 

Frend)  Franc 

44-4% 

44-1*. 

4V4% 

4*r4% 

5-4 

Swiss  Ferae 

I 

rvr* 

l%-(% 

IVl>. 

2-1 

Yen: 

V. 

•H. 

Va 

w 

n/a 

GOLD/PRECIOUS  MEFALS  (Betirrf  &Co) 


BoBkhc  Open  S4Q3CO-4<13JO  Cose  J4O5.5t>406Oa  MOSJOffOtUn 

lovKMOZJO-iaLSO  AM:  5403-20  PM:  $405.55 
Krugerrand:  S4CM.75-W6.75  (t268XO-27O0(B 

Ptonwm:  $42000  (£278^01  Silver  $5255  £3.665}  Pafladhra  *  (27  75  £84.70i 


STERLING  SPOT  AfOTRORWARD^ RATES- 


Mfcl  Rales  for  Jan  31 

Range 

□me 

Amsterdam — .... 

25107-25180 

25(62-25180 

Brussels - 

4WJKM6J60 

46.182-46260 

CopenBasen-.  — 

807300.7043 

859635.7013 

Dublin - - 

0.96334X9663 

09647-0.9662 

Frankfun - 

22412-22490 

22473-22490 

Listnm - 

23254-213.37 

233.13-23357 

Madrid — - 

18906-189^ 

189  53-18950 

MOOR. 

2406  6-24(23 

24075-2AO9.7 

20776-20817 

20791-20799 

1.5060-15113 

15107-15113 

Oslo _ _ _ 

9515(395488 

9.5336-9  54SS 

Paris  _  _ 

76»3O7.7230 

7.71  Sl-9 .7305 

10.455-10507 

10.488- HI  507 

16105-161.61 

161.47-16)5) 

15.767-IS.8I4 

15.601-15.814 

Znridi - - 

1.8349-1.8347 

)  527»  5206 

Soane;  Ertei  . 

Pm, 

4-4f>r 
i  Mope 
ivi4pr 
ll-8pr 
'-’PT 

22.-4M5 
39-49(U 
6-805 
0.21-0. 1 3pr 
ai3o.npr 
4J.pr 
tvv.pr 

4-4*15 

v*.pr 
Vur 
V4pr 


SmoDifa 

2-iipr 

34-29pr 

4V34pr 

25-2Qpr 

J'i-I4pr 

66-12905 

117-13405 

2P-22ds 
a37-OJ6pr 
0J2OJ9pT 
lVlpr 
3V3'.pr 
V4d5 
1'rZ‘Q/t 
IVipT 
Mil 


AasdvUa 


Austria 
Belgium  (Own). 
Canada  _____ 


1343 1-1 3440 
~  10.46-10.47 
ja  99-3060 


—  13784-137W 


Hong  Kcng _ 

-  7.7318-7.7328 

Ireland 

Italy .  .. 

Malaysia - 

Netherlands _ 

FOJtOfcU  . 

Singapore  _. 

- -  15453-154.43 

- 1.4200-15210 

Spain  ~  _ 

Sweden _ 

3M 

PI 

i 

Jut 

Aigemlna  peter - 1 .5070-13096 

Australia  dollar - 2XC36-2QZ77 

Bahrain  dinar - -  0.5615-05735 

Brazil  rear -  1 -4736-1.4 777 

China  yuan- - 1200  Buy 


cypnu  pound 


0.70400.7140 


Finland  maitfca : -  6.8025-6.9185 

Greece  drectana -  367-2S.T74J5 

Hong  Kong  dollar - 1105S5-1 1.6646 

India  rupee _ S457-5V53 

Indonesia  rupiah - >1600-348400 

Kuwait  dinar  KD  - _  044650.4565 

Malaysia  rtnsgh - 34582-36610 

New  Zealamf&Hlir _ 12399-23420 

PaJdstan  rupee - 5144  Buy 

Sandl  Arabia  rtyal  ...  - 

Singapore  dollar . 

S  Africa  rand  (com) . 

U  AE  dirham - 5A67L  „ 

Barclays  Bank  GTS  •  Lloyds  Ban, 


WHS 

ant 


m 


31 

ASOAGp 


1300 
11000 
Abbey  MI  6400 
Allied  Dom  5.700 
ATJOS  614 

Argyll  Gp  1400 
AB  roods 
BAA 

BATinds 
BOC 
BP 

BSfcyB 
BTR 
BT 

Bfc  of  Scof 
Barclays 
Bur 

Blue  Circle 
Boots 
BM 
BA 

Bril  Gas 
Brit  Steel 
Butman  c« 


Land  Secs  1300 
Legal  &  Gn  461 
unydsTSB  17000 


Marts  So 


718 

4000 

6.100 

UOQ 

SACiO 

1700 

11000 

3003 
1AOO 
1000 
1.70 0 
1000 
4,400 
6000 
7300 
28? 


4A00 

3400 

15000 

90* 

43C0 
1,900 
8AQ0 
632 
3,830 
Liao 
1^00 
3.100 
840 
I  JOB 
2000 
1000 
357 
■*300 


^  .  v>pr  2-1  ,pr 
Prrmium  ■  pr.  Discount  *  di. 


Bunoa  11003 
Ca  We  Wire  8300 
Gid&ury  (300 
Carlton  ems  725 
era  union  i.ooo 
Coolcson  5300 
CouitauWs  564 
Olxons  1.900 
Entetpr  161000 

For* Col  IT  657 
CRN  847 

GRE  1.900 

GUS  2J00 

Gen  ACC  1300 
Gen  Dec  8.100 
Glare  well  13000 
Granada  4000 
Grand  Met  1503 
GreenalU  20DQ 
Guinness  4900 
HSBC  2JOOO 

Hanson  61000 

ia  1.100 

Kingfisher  483 
LASMO  4000 
UK&TOtX  3JOO 


wwsfhk 
Nat  Grid 
NaJ  Power 
P9  O 
Pesraoo 
Ptndngtoh 
PowGm 

Prudential 
REXAM 
RMC 
SCTZ 

Rank.  Ora 
RecfcJtr  Cot 
RetUand 
Reed  (nil 
RemoWJ 
Reuters  - 
Rolls  Sorce  3.400 
Royal  (ns  4,700 
Ry*  8k  Scot  5000 
Sal  ns  bury  3030 
ScunMess  Its 
Scot  S.rfew  3.403 
Sera  Power  1. 100 
Svra  Trent  718 
Shell  Trans  zioa 
Steoe  1000 
SmKIBrS  5300 
smjffl  Nptl  2300 
Smirns-Wds  500 
Sibern  Dec  10OD 
suchand  3000 
Sun  Mince 
nep 
Taics  Lyle 
Tesco 
Thames  W 
Thm  BMi 
Tomkins 
Unilever 
United  Utils 


3.703 

806 

886 

2000 

810 

509 

5.903 

2300 

619 


Vodafcuse  13000 
WW  thread  794 
wiimsHW  i.ooa 
Wolsefey  781 
Zen«a  1000 


Jen  31  ton  30 

nwldiy  dote 


AMP  IOC 
AM*  Cnp 
AT  4  T 
Abheu  Lets 
Adraneed  Micro 

A*n«  life 

Ahnuiisan  (HB 


39  JF: 
7*  73S 
tfh  6V. 
42  42 

20  28 
74".  74*: 
2T.  Z3f. 


Air  prod  t  aw  sj4  sa 
AlxToacd  conua  zi  2A 
AlbBtoOdier  I  ».  W, 
Aftawn  37b  39, 
Man  Ahtutran  Ji1.  32% 
Aim  Standard  38%  38% 
AiBed  sitmi  sr.  57% 
Atom  CO  Ot  AD  S9%  5 6% 
Aina*  cold  ik.  a  n 
Amends  Hess  Ms  S3 
Anas  Brums  45%  45 
tew  B  Tower  '44%  44 
tew  Eapras  45%  44-. 
AmerCeniCorp  36>.  36% 
AnwHomePr  IOC.  K)l 
A aa  to U  95%  w 

Araer  Stem  2S%  3% 
Una  ssandans  29% 
Amertucli  99,  m% 
Amoos  •  to 

AnteuserWnscli  69%  JO 
Apple  Osmpow  27%  IP. 
Amur  Duatb  19  id 


Annoa 

SS 

Amramg  wad  . 

Sft 

5ft 

ASUM 

3l‘« 

AUUvtt  oil 

36% 

36% 

Ad  RlcbfleU 

114 

lift 

Amo  pan  Pro 

39. 

awjj  Denntaon 

5ft 

Amu  Product! 

m 

Tft- 

Bato  Hugnra 

26 

'25% 

BAMm  Cev  a  £1 

25% 

awe  One 

37% 

36% 

BanUmertea  - 

66 

6ft 

Bank  ot  K1 

50% 

Banta*  77  sr 

63% 

Bmun  Bute 

57% 

Basra  «  unb 

39 

39%. 

ind 

Ban  Dttmn 
Bell  AOtaac 
BeO  Indaulei 


Btaefca  setter 

»> ?  imn 

■ados 
Boise  cascade 
Bristol  Kyrs  So 


45%.  46 
MS  B5>. 

67%  67V 

22  a% 

41%  41% 
XP.  31% 
37%  35% 
W.  77% 
J»  39 
ET%  «». 


erownbw  jems  29.  ». 
Bnowwla  .  22%  US 

Buriteemn  NUu  81%  off. 
CKA  RmncM  1 13%  ||2% 
CPC  Inti  73%  73% 

cs*  46%  46% 

Campbell  Soap  62%  62% 
CM  PMOc  19%  m 
CpO  Odes  ABC  128%  127% 
CMODJU  Par  35%  36% 
catspinar 
Ontm  «  sw 

lTttt 

CJnse  Masium 

awmioiu 

Jlewon  Cwp 
a«TSfcr 
OambQvp 
GSnaOXp- 
Cttcnrp 
Oonrt 
cnsai  crap 
Cbea  ebb 

CH8B(frftteioll*e  73% 
OMmnNB  Cal  43 
CMoottUKA 
Corepaq  Dap 
comp  am  (fit 

f.TiyP 

CWU  tutsan 
cans  nh  0*3 
Cooper  Ends 


GHTdng  Inc 
won  can 
Dana  crap 
norma  Hudson 
Sen 

Wta  Air  lines 
Mm  Care 
M  Equip 
lid  Dept  Si 
Dtsnej  (w*» 
Dnmbilan  Bet 
Dcodler  non  ■ 
Dors-  corn 
On*  caenm  ' 
aw  Jones 
DW*H 
Du«  Power 
6  MlBEei 
du  nro 
Eastman  etisa 


63%  64% 
27%  27*. 
44  43% 

68%  68% 
66%  f£% 

51%  51% 
57%  57% 

ion  102% 
118%  118 
73%  22% 
OS  83% 
32%  33% 
19.  19. 
72% 
42% 
S6 

46%  42% 
«%  <*% 
46  46% 

7%  TO, 
33%  33% 
44%  44% 
37%  36% 
39%  39, 
31%  30% 
41  40% 

33%  32% 
IT.  73 
37%  52% 
67*.  62% 
29  2» 

72%  72% 

28%  28% 
64%  63% 
42%  AS, 
36  35% 

44%  43% 
74%  24% 

3>%  av 

25%  25% 
49%  49. 

65  6$ 

77%  76% 

66%  UP, 


Jan  31  Jan  30 
nnittay  dose 


Rraorou 
Engethart  crap 
Enron  (tip 

Eawsr 
SOiyi  cup 


72%  72% 
58V  56% 

an  n% 

23%  23% 
36%  36% 
29,  2V, 
10%  W% 
19.  78% 
71%  70% 
46%  46 
73%  70% 
34%  33% 
IB  150% 
7%  7% 

39%  n 

67  66% 

29%  29% 
45%  45% 
6T.  6 r, 
43%  43 
SS  58% 
76%  75% 
57%  56% 
SZ%  53% 


FMCCWp 
PPlCnsup 
F&fcrtJ  - 
fW  fte  __ 

Bra  [memos 
Flrsi  Union  RKj 
Red  Hnt  Grp 
Huor  Qwp 
PUP  Motor 
GTE  Crap 
GUara 
09  be  Del 
cn  Vyramks 
G4n  Ktaric 
Gen  MUb 

Gen  Moue  .  _ _ 

cm  Bdnsorenee  1ST.  i«a 
Cen  signal  3T,  37% 

Ceoaiop  para..  «%  c% 

Gorilla  P«e  72%  7s. 

OTeue  54%  53% 

COXD  Welle  ADR  29  28% 

GraxhWi  (8T)  it.  74 

OoodjearTtre  47%. 48 
con  turn  61%  tii 

Gn  Afl  pm  Tea  -  xe,  22% 
Ccen  «n  Pin  ».  23% 
HaObtnon  ..  so*,  so, 
Harcarat  General  34  j» 
Mta  (HJ)  -  3|%  jis 
.  55%  55% 

HnsheyPOqtfs  69%  70% 
Hewlea  Pnaari  SS  81% 
HUon  Hotels  tbs  75% 
Home  Depot  «s%  44% 
Horaesate  Mng  18%  |S% 
RoneywtU  ■  50%  «9 

toraWd  IMJ  63%  62% 
Hoanwt-Indf 

Hnnani 

nr  coip 
UttnatsTaU 

(BlQ0e* 

wee 

iRRenod  Rand 
luaitt  sues 
tow  crap 
IM 

bur  Bars  FT 
WB  Paper  • 
rarer  va 
Jhaw  ft  Ansa 

KHItWR 

KOT4t coee 
HnbatKluk 
Kmart 

RUgWaatter 
Lfflr  m 
Uirdted  be  , 

Lincoln  Mat 
Uttzm 

Liz  CteQurne  _ 

Uicttieed  Martin  75%  75% 
UuUvol  PK  29.  26 
MO  man  73>.  39% 
Marriott  1M  41%  41% 
turn  a  Mdrat  ft,  91 
Maxocrap  zr.  29% 
M*T  Dept  St  43%  42% 


24%  24% 
27%  27% 

.  SS  54% 
60S  58% 
29%  30 
35-  » 
40%  39% 

ar.  29. 

55%  54% 

x»  mes 

591  20% 

4 9,  41% 

26  25% 

98%  96% 
76%  7» 
65%  63%. 
80%  79% 

6%  6 
«6%  66% 

50.  S5% 
16%  16% 
SP.  91 
49%  48% 
*7%  26% 


Maytag  Qxp 

MCDa  raids 

McOacneU  D 
McCtw  (no 
Mead  Coip 
Mntoratic 
MaRttn  Bk 
Mdeflie  Crap 
Merck  inc 
Mann  bndi 
Mbaud 


19%  19% 

90%  50. 
BBS  88% 
sr.  89 
55*.  M% 
96%  56% 
52%  Sl% 
28%  29. 
»  70% 

56%  57 
90*%. 


*a*MM8Bllae  64%  64% 
Mow  Onp  109.  509. 
Monsanto  IB%  129% 


Morgan  <rn 
Motorola  be 
Nail  semi 
ma Seerlaetod 
Nartsar  Im 
tft  Units  a 
Nrartaore  Mae 

sssr** 

NL  lruuntie* 
NOWH  Encm 
mmMrom 
Hoffaasdun 
KOm  State  Pwr 
Monies  Crap 
Mywi  Crap 
Oajdmai  pet 
Ohio  Edison  . 
orada 


rtf,  «(% 
53%  54 
17*.  tr. 
35  35% 

9.  9% 

JP,  28*. 
94*.  55V 

p.  r, 

».  ft)  . 
14%  H% 
8%  8% 
».  »% 
78*.  78% 
SI  51% 
J£%  31 

33%  52% 

21%  21% 
2T.  2J% 
47%  47% 


Jon  0  Jan  30 
mUttey  dote 


am  Eneiflr  o>  it.  12% 

(to*  Craning  45%  44% 
PHH  coip  so.  50 
m  Stiimta  46%  46% 
me  BUk  29*.  29% 

TBftLRa  2SH  25% 

ncstr  inc  45%  c. 
Padflcrap  21%  21% 
PK  Eruerprijei  27%  27% 
TKCaiftGIM  27%  27*. 
Pac  relate  29,  29% 
•p»o  com  »  27% 

PinitBttftf  EAR  28%  28% 
Patter  Hjmnifln  34%  34% 
Pare  sneref  .  Xf.  39. 
PBtmeyOQ  46%  46% 
PaazwD  39.  39. 

PHUfaa  60%  99. 

met  ■  67%  97% 

(barn  •  lipfOn  41%  49. 
-  -  62%  62% 
96  95- 

.  PB  32%  32% 
ritjvr  BOw«  44*>  45*1 
Polaroid.  45%  16% 

.PzJrtCtetoo  15%  ir. 

Proccr.8  Goilti  84  84% 

PTOridiiD  43%  C. 

Pnb  Beav  Eft  G  30%  30% 
QUter.OlB  34%  34*. 
BU90B  Turin  64V  hf, 
Rapraenr  crap  67%  m 
tatlram  48%  48% 

Reera*  ma  27%  as% 
tanoidi  .  Meats  51%  52% 
RoetmeU  tod  58%  59 
Room  ft  Haas 
KoraJ  Due* 

RonUerautid 
Sbc  corams 
S»S*co  crap 
SI  PBIIto  Cot 
Salomon  (ae 
Sara  Lee  Crap 


SftrtB 
srars  Boemck 

SQeO  TIUB 

Etienrin  wnoa 
SSyflne  Carp 
SrapOMtas 
Stanton  CD 
Spitra  con 
sranliy  Wnrtj 
Sun  cranmur 
SOTMtaWS*  ' 

Snperalu 
Sysco  cap 
TRW  die 
Tec  into 
Tauten  oomn 

IkUUUfUC 

Tenpin  Inland 
Tmraat 
Texaco 
no u  ins: 
Two  unutiei 

Tran  un 

Time  Warner 
JTmeHOnor  a 
Tfauken 
Trachmark 

Toys  a  u* 

Tmraraerics 
Ttotte 
Trumne 
T*C0  Uln 
urr  inc 
UAL 

us  mu 
usx  Mammon 

tmieran 
Uuiewr  NT. 
Uition  Camp 
Itoloa  Carttdf 
Orton  Ped&e 
Oouyi  crap 
USAOt  Oraop 
USFftG  Carp 
us  ute 
Dnirea  itch 
UnoaU  on 
W  Carp 
wmx  Tere 
W8Mui$tns 
toracr-tranben 
WHU  firgo 


2555?“ 

wntmui 
wum  DUe 


».  69. 
139  (38% 

28%  2S% 
56%  56% 
35%  3S% 
57  58% 

37%  37% 
33%  33% 
18%  18% 
54%  ST. 
«,  70% 
36%  36% 
40%  4(P. 
79%  78% 
42%  4T. 
0%  21 
44  43% 

2S%  29. 
4T.  42% 
91  48% 

Z7%  27% 
45%  45“%. 
66%  66% 
30%  », 
32*-  32% 
BS%  B- 
2%  2% 
9%  9% 

39%  39 
».  «% 
43%  43% 
5*  51% 
89.  80% 
46%  46% 
40%  40% 
77%  7S% 
41%  40% 
30%  31 
41%  41% 
45%  45% 
32  -  -  2ft 
TO.  75% 
MS  W% 
61%  6ft 
35%  35 
34  33% 

1(0%  158% 
IB  II 
1ft  .  18*. 
33%  23% 
144%  144% 
50%  50% 
4ft  42% 
65  64*. 

7%  7% 

14%  IS 
16  16 
32%  33% 

1  as%  100% 

29%  23 
49%  49. 
29.  29% 
20%  2>% 
93%  Mi 
231*.  329. 
2D% 
45% 


53%  a 
22%  2ft 
34%  35% 

•wow  iwra)  Jr  5$%  57%' 
*2?*  _  124%  122% 

Teflow  crap  uf,  ,z 


« 

ft 


h 


v 


I 


! 
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Is  this  the 


face  of  an 


innocent 


girl  or  a 
terrorist? 


T 

M^Jon  Berenson  has  been  found 
guilty  of  treason  in  Peru.  Now  her 
despairing  parents  reveal  why 
they  believe  justice  was  not  done 


i  \ 


IT  WAS  supper  time  on  De¬ 
cember  1.  1995  in  the  New 
York  apartment  of  college 
lecturers  Mark  and  Rhoda 
Berenson  when  the  telephone 
rang.  Mrs  Berenson  was 
alone  because  her  husband 
was. in  Boston  at  a  conference. 
Haft  expecting  it  to  be  him. 
she  lifted  the  receiver.  From 
the  end  of  the  line,  however, 
came  a.  woman's  voice:  “Mrs 
Berenson?  This  is  the  State 
Department  in  Washington. 
I'm  afraid  we  have  some" bad 
news  about  your  daughter. 
Lori." 

The  US  State  Department 
official  relayed  that  Lori,  aged 
26,  had  been  arrested  in  Peru 
on  suspicion  of  aiding  a  terror¬ 
ist  plot  to  blow  up  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  building  in  Lima. 
She  had  been  charged  with 
treason. 

So  began,  for  Rhoda  and 
Mark  Berenson.  an  ordeal 
which  has  tested  their  spiritu¬ 
al  and  financial  resources,  has 
taken  them  on  a  fruitless  trip 
to  find  their  daugh¬ 
ter  in  a  prison  in  the 
Andes,  and  has  all 
but  exhausted  their 
belief  in  South 
American  justice. 

On  January  11. 

Lori  was  found 
guilty  and  was 
handed  a  life  sen¬ 
tence  by  a  military 
judge.  As  her  father, 
hit  by  a  despair  that 
most  parents  will 
only  know  in  their- 
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worst  nightmares,  said  this 
week:  “It  is  a  living 
bereavement." 

Lori,  an  energetic,  idealistic 
Tpung  woman,  finished  her 
nafo  years'  studies  at  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Institute  of  Technol¬ 
ogy  to  explore  Central  and 
South  America.  She  had  a 
stint  in  Nicaragua,  then  El 
Salvador,  where  she  was  brief¬ 
ly  married.  Mark  and  Rhoda 
had  brought  up  Lori  and  her 
older  sister  Kathy  to  be  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  though  the 
short-lived  marriage  seemed  a 
waste,  Lori  survived. 


showed  control  the  night  of  the 
State  Department's  call. 
Knowing  that  Mark,  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  would  stay  up  all  night 
with  worry  if  she  broke  the 
news,  she  did  not  tell  him  until 
the  next  morning.  “I  had  a  few 
more  hours  of  freedom,"  he 
said,  "but  then  the  nightmare 
began."  As  soon  as  he  heard 
what  had  happened.  Mark 
flew  down  to  New  York,  then 
to  Lima,  where  he  was  allowed 
to  visit  Lori  m  her  police  cell. 
When  he  returned  to  resume 
charge  of  his  statistics  class  at 
New  York's  Baruch  College. 
Rhoda  replaced  him  in  Lima 
for  ten  days.  The  Bercnsons 
have  been  together  for  more 
than  30  years  (since  Mark  was 
16  and  Rhoda  was  15).  This 
was  the  longest  they  have  been 
apart  since  they  married. 

The  end  of  that  trip  was  a 
low  point.  Rhoda  telephoned 
Mark  in  New  York  with  the 
latest  news  about  Lori.  “You 
mean  she  isn't  coming  back 
with  you?"  Mark  asked. 

Upstairs,  Lori’s 
childhood  toys  lie 
forlornly  in  a  box  in 
her  old  bedroom, 
which  Mark  has 
turned  into  an  of¬ 
fice.  Pictures  of  her 
adorn  a  shelf  in  the 
drawing  room.  In 
one  of  them.  Lori, 
aged  four  or  five,  is 
wearing  the  mili¬ 
tary  boots  and  cap 
which  Mark  used 
-  during  his  spell  of 


She  wrote  wonderful 
letters  home.  They 
bubbled  with  redpes, 
descriptions  of  her 
needlework  and  ethnic  music. 
In  lime  she  headed  for  Peru, 
hoping  to  write  for  a  New 
York  magazine.  With  its  letter 
of  accreditation  she  was 
allowed  in  to  the  parliament 
buildings.  The  letters  home 
continued.  They  read  like  the 
typical  jottings  of  a  liberal, 
brainy  youngster  who  has  sat 
through  the  sort  of  anthropol¬ 
ogy  classes  which  introduce 
American  college  students  to 
an  earnest  socio-babble. 

In  Lima,  however.  Lori  fell 
into  bad  company.  She  was 
introduced  to  a  group  which 
included  leading  members  of 
f»xhe  Tupac  Amaru  Revolution¬ 
ary  Movement.  Lori  may  not 
have  known  that  they  were 
Marxist  hotheads,  bur  the 
Peruvian  secret  police  did  and. 
when  they  discovered  alleged 
plans  for  an  attack  on  the 
Government,  they  swooped. 
Lori,  whose  handwriting  was 
allegedly  found  on  scraps  of 
paper,  was  arrested  by  plain¬ 
clothes  policemen  on  a  crowd¬ 
ed  bus.  At  first  she  thought  it 
was  a  kidnap  attempt,  and 
resisted. 

As  a  bruised  Lori  was 
pushed  into  a  waiting  police 
van.  Mark  and  Rhoda  Beren¬ 
son  were  dining  at  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Arts  Club  in  Manhattan. 
It  pains  Mark  to  think  back  to 
that  night  and  he  has  not 
returned  to  the  club  since. 

Friends  say  that  Rhoda  has 
been  the  strong  one,  keeping  to 
her  phvsics  teaching  commit¬ 
ments 'and  bolstering  Mark 
and  Kaihy.  “I’m  a  controlled 
person."  she  says,  sining  in  the 
drawing  room  of  rhe  fiat 
which  has  been  home  for  more 
than  20  years.  Against  one 
wall  is  the  piano  that  Lori 
played  when  she  was  small. 

.  .as  Rhoda  speaks,  her  eyes 
occasionally  mist  user  and  she 
forgets  the  things  one  does 
when  a  stranger  arrives  - 
turn  on  the  lights,  boil  the 

kettle.  .  , 

Mrs  Berenson  certainly 


National  Service.  “Better  not 
photograph  that  one,"  he  says, 
suddenly  wary  that  the  snap¬ 
shot  might  be  seized  on  by 
Peruvian  media  as  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  an  early  bellicose  bent 
in  Lori. 

The  Peruvian  people  have 
not  warmed  to  her  plight.  To 
understand,  we  should  per¬ 
haps  imagine  that  an  Ameri¬ 
can  has  "been  arrested  for 
alleged  links  with  an  Irish 
terrorist  group.  The  stakes 
were  raised  when  President 
Fujimori  went  on  Peruvian 
television  to  announce  that  the 
police,  in  their  search  for  the 
culprits  of  the  plot  had  caught 
a  “North  Americana".  "Once 
the  president  did  that,  her  fate 
was  probably  sealed."  Rhoda 
says. 

The  Berensons  accept  that 
Lori  was  in  bad  company,  and 
Mark  concedes  that  there  may 
be  a  case  to  answer,  but  their 
complaint  is  with  the  way  it 
has  been  conducted.  The  mili¬ 
tary’  court  which  found  Lori 
guilty  had  no  jury,  and  the 
judge,  in  a  possibly  blatant  act 
of  politicking,  passed  a  sen¬ 
tence  heavier  than  the  prose¬ 
cution  had  called  for.  By  most 
standards  of  justice,  it  was  an 
unsatisfactory  piece  of  work. 

Since  the  sentencing,  Lori 
has  been  moved  to  Yanamayo 
prison  in  Puno.  high  in  the 
mountains  near  Lake  Titicaca. 
Conditions  are  harsh.  New¬ 
comers  must  first  cope  with 
alrrrude  sickness,  then  the 
cold.  There  is  no  heating,  no 
hot  water  —  and  no  glass  in 
some  of  the  windows.  Inmates 
stuff  the  windows  with  bed¬ 
ding.  With  no  cooking  facili¬ 
ties  available,  any  food 
brought  by  outsiders  must  be 
eaten  raw.  Tins  are  out  of  the 
question  —  no  can  openers  or 
knives  are  permitted  —  and 
when  the  Berensons  arrived  at 
the  prison  last  week  with 
provisions,  several  were 
turned  away.  The  metal  tooth¬ 
paste  tube  was  undone,  the 
paste  scraped  into  a  plastic 
bag.  and  the  empty  container 
handed  back  to  Rhoda. 

Red.  green  or  black  clothes 
are  not  allowed  at  Yanamayo. 
for  they  are  considered  rebel 
colours.  When  Lori  arrived 
she  was  dressed  in  thin  sum¬ 
mer  clothes.  Her  parenis  took 
her  warmer  (beige)  clothes,  a 
blanket,  and  are  now  sending 
a  sleeping  bag.  But  they  were 
not  allowed  to  see  her.  The 
commandant  declared  that  he 
was  a  human  being  first,  a 
soldier  second,  but  owing  to 
“regulations",  and  on  account 
of  a" lack  of  written  permission 
from  the  Ministry  of  Justice  in 
Lima,  he  was  unable  to  lei  the 
Berensons  inspect  fheir 
daughter.  Instead,  they  hud  to 


Lori  Berenson  photographed  last  month  under  arrest  at  Lima's  anti-terrorism  unit 


Lori's  mother,  Rhoda  Berenson,  and  (right)  Lori  dancing  with  her  father,  Mark 


communicate  with  Lori  via 
handwritten  notes  which  the 
eommandance  asked  an  inter¬ 
preter  to  translate. 

In  the  early  hours  when 
Mrs  Berenson  has  not  been 
sleeping,  she  has  found  herself 
thinking  back  to  Lori's  yourh. 
trying  to  identify  character- 
forming  moments  when  she 
became  a  sympathiser  of  the 
downtrodden.  There  had  been 
an  incident  in  the  school 
playground  when  eight-year- 
old  Lori  took  the  side  of  an 
unpopular  girl.  She  came 
home  indignant  at  the  unfair- 


‘Once  the 
Peruvian 
President  went 
on  television, 
her  fate  was 
probably 
sealed’ 


ness  of  it  all.  Was  this  the 
incident  which  led  to  her 
championing  of  native  Peruvi¬ 
an  rights,  and  trying  to  sum¬ 
mon  doctors  for  her  fellow 
prisoners  (thus  incurring  the 
further  wrath  of  the  prison 
guards)? 

Lori  was  an  independent 
girl.  Aged  12  she  announced 
dial  she  was  moving  to  Lons 
Island  for  the  summer  to  work 
as  a  live-in  babysitter.  She 
learnt  to  cook  plum  pie.  looked 
after  her  ward,  and  grew  up 
fast.  There  seems  to  have  been 
little  time  for  the  selfish  hedo¬ 
nism  of  youth.  “She  was 
always  busy',  with  not  enough 
time  to  sit  around."  Rhoda 
says.  At  school  she  read  a  lot  — 
Gabriel  Garda  Marquez  and 
Isabel  AJIende  —  and  books 
about  Inca  culture  and  South 
American  traditions. 

There  have  been  telephone 
calls:  nutters  shouting  abuse, 
but  also  supportive  strangers, 
such  as  a  woman  from  Ohio 


who  said  she  was  unable  to 
sleep  ar  night  such  was  her 
worry  about  Lori.  Others  have 
sent  money,  which  the 
Berensons  have  returned.  The 
Internet  has  brought  them  a 
large  e-mail  bag.  and  human 
rights  organisations  telephone 
to” offer  their  help.  “Congress¬ 
man  Joe  Kennedy  called  yes¬ 
terday."  Rhoda  says. 

Utile  things  ser  off  tears. 
Before  she  was  arrested.  Lori 
made  a  tape  of  Peruvian  love 
songs  for  her  father's  birth¬ 
day’  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  police.  Mark  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  make  a  copy,  bur 
rhe  officials  refused.  Before 
going  to  bed  each  night,  he 
now  listens  id  an  earlier  tape 
Lori  made.  He  rations  himself 
to  one  song  a  night.  "It's  all  I 
may  have  for  the  rest  of  my 
life."  he  says. 

Rhcda.  who  disclosed  that 
her  husband  has  moments  of 
'■unrelenting  sadness”, 
described  how  in  the  first  few 
days  she  would  awake  and 
think.  ‘Maybe  all  this  will  go 
away  if  I  stay  under  the  covers 
and  refuse  to  come  out  —  but 
then  you  realise  thai  by  doing 
things,  by  speaking  to  people. 
>ou  are  helping  "  When,  hav¬ 
ing  trekked  all  the  way  up  into 
the  Andes,  they  were  refused 
permission  to  see  Lori,  they 
had  reached  such  a  state  of 
numbness  rnat  they  simply 
shrugged.  There  were  no  tears 
left. 

"It  is  a  Kafka-esque  system. 
Clemency  does  not  seem  to  be 
parr  of  the  vocabulary,  al¬ 
though  repentance-  is.”  Rhoda 
says.'  Both  have  lost  weight, 
and  Mark  is  still  not  able  to 
enjoy  food.  “  I  just  imagine  that 
i  am  eating  for  Lori."  he  says. 

The  legal  prognosis  is  not 
entirely  gloomy.  The  Beren¬ 


sons 1  Manhattan  lawyer, 
Thomas  Nooter,  believes  it 
may  be  possible  to  have  Lori'S 
case  sent  to  a  civilian  court 
Much  may  also  depend  on 
longer-term  political  develop¬ 
ments.  although  for  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  Peruvian  President  is 
no!  budging,  and,  realistically, 
Lori  will  probably  have  long 
enough  in  that  dank  Andean 
cell  to  finish  the  one  book  at 
her  side,  a  Spanish  version  of 
the  Bible. 

“f  am  proud  of  her  strength 
of  conviction,  and  her  determ¬ 
ination  not  to  ask  for  special 
treatment  just  because  she  is 
an  American."  Mark  Beren¬ 


son  says,  “but  I  have  night¬ 
mares  when  1  reach  out  for  her 


and  I  cannot  touch  her.  You 
know,  she  is  a  pacifist.  She 
sometimes  used  to  come  down 
when  1  was  watching  the 
boxing  on  television  and  com¬ 
plain  chat  it  was  too  violent.” 
Before  Lori  was  moved  to 
Yanamayo.  Mark  saw  her  in 
the  prison  in  Lima.  “She 
hugged  me  and  said:  T  always 
wanted  you  to  be  a  grandfa¬ 
ther.  I’m  sorry.'" 


Iwas  making  for  the  door 
when  he  produced  a 
photograph  of  Lori  tak¬ 
en  on  her  last  visit  home 
in  September.  It  was  her 
unde's  fiftieth  birthday,  and 
she  had  been  her  usual  bright 
self.  She  had  gone  shopping, 
and  to  the  cinema.  The  photo¬ 
graph  showed  a  smiling,  self- 
confident  giri.  But  she  was  to 
have  only  another  two  months 
of  that  carefree  existence  be¬ 
fore  the  arrest,  the  prison 
ordeal,  and  the  life  sentence 
which  has  trapped  not  only 
her,  but  has  also  incarcerated 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  her 
parents. 
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Forget  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  or  Gerard  Depardieu, 
France’s  latest  movie  heart-throb  is  the  enfant  terribie 
of  football,  as  Ben  Macintyrc  discovers  .. 


Eric  Cantona  (second  left)  plays  a  young  peasant  in  Le  Bonheur  est  dans  le  pri 


Some  Frenchmen 
dream  of  becoming 
film  stars,  winter  for . 
others  there  could,  be  no 
higher. aspiration  than  per- 
forming.a.  kung-fu  kick. on 
an  English  football  fair-be¬ 
fore  a  Vive  television  audi¬ 
ence.  In  the  space  of  one  year 
Eric  Cantona  has  achieved 
both,  confirming  bis  status 
as  Frances  least  likdy  cul¬ 
tural  icon. 

More  than  half  a  million 
French-,  people  havepaidto  . 
see  the  enfant  terrible  of 
soccer  in  Le  Bonheur  est 
dans  (Happiness  is  in 

die  meadow),  a  Mm  directed 
by  Etienne  ChatOiez,  which 
was  released  last  month  to 
huge  critical  acclaim. 

A  gentle  and  witty  evoca¬ 
tion  of  French  rural  life,  Le 
Bonheur  shot  to '  number 
three  at-  the  French  box 
office,  just  below  the  latest 
Janies  Bond  film  Goldeneye, 
and  has  now  been  nominat¬ 
ed  for  six  awards  by  the 
French  film  industry. 

The  .  film  owes  at  least 
some  of  Its  success  to  the  29- 
year-old  Cantona,  who  plays 
a  muscular  young  peasant 
courting  a  provincial  farm 
gill  His  role  is  largely 
restricted  to  *  sitting  at  a 
:  kitchen  table,  wearing  a  vest, 
looking  .manly  and  passing' 
the  odd  remark  m  his  impen-  S' 
enable  Marseilles  accent.  - 
This  is  not  Oscar  material 
but  its  effect  on  French  . 
cinema  audiences  is  electric 
When  I  watched  the  film 
in  Bordeaux,  the  audience 
did  not  chant  HOoh  aah 
Cantona"  as  they  are  wont  to 
do  at  Okl  TrafibnL  but  that 
was  plainly  what  they  were  - 
dunking  when  a  ripple  of 
applause  ran  round  the  cine¬ 
ma  as  be  filled  the  screen. 

Long  before  he  launched 
himself  feet-first  at  Crystal 


Palace-  supporter  Matthew 
Simmons'  a  year-  ago 
:  earning  <  lhimsdf  an  •'  eight- 
month  .-"suspension  and  the. 
time  ip:  take  up  acting  s 
fianfama-'-had  carved  out  a': 
reptdatian  as  amasrof  many. 

Rimbaud.  Cantona’s  befidv- 
iour.  ou  the  Odd  has  more 
often,  ■  rcsrinbtedthat  -of 
Rambo.  A  poet  amateur 
philosopher,  violinist  ab¬ 
stract  painter  and  artist  of 
the  floating  ball  the  oombi- 


‘French  opinion 
is  obsessed  with, 
arid  sharply 
divided  dyer,  the 
country’s  most 
controversial 
export’ 


nation  of  aesthete  And  thug 
is  one  that  has  earned  him  a 
cult  following  in  his  native 
land:  Yet ■.  French  opinion 
remains  obsessed  with,  and 
sharply  divided  over,  its 
most  controversial  export 
To  his  supporters  Cantona, 
is  a  symbol  of  Gallic  pride,' 
handsome;  aloof,  and  liable, 
like  all  great  French  artists,  ■' 
to  explode  without  warning, 
his  astonishing  ball-control 
bring  commensurate  with 
his  lack  of  self-controL 
Cantona’s  French  detrac¬ 
tors.  however,  regard  him  as 
a  national '  embarrassment, 
less  on  account  of  his  volatile 
temper  than  because  of  his. 
intellectual  pretensions.  As  a 
philosophy  Cantona  is 


hardly  in  foe  premier  league, 
.  despite -a -bestselling  collec¬ 
tion  of  his  musings  that 
•'  includes  sucir  profundities 
-  as: "  Without  spootaneity  you 
can't  succeed"  and  “I  say  to 
myself  that  L’nr  only  passing 
•  through" 

•••  -  Cantona  is  a  regular  target 
..  on  LesGuignols.  the  French 
-equivalent  of  Spitting  Jrn- 
..  .  age,  where  .hie  appears 
dressed  -  as  Picasso  and 
spouting  pseud 6-philosophi 
cal  claptrap.  He  was  brought 
up  in  a  house  converted  from 
a  cave  carved  out  of  the 
.  hillside  at  Cailldls  hear  Mar¬ 
seilles—  and*  there  are  those 
who  consider  him  to  be  a 
Neanderthal  who  has  man¬ 
aged  to  memorise  some  lines 
by  Rilke. 

.  But  the  story  of  Cantona's 
fail  from  grace  -last  year, 
when  he  becanie  ihe  first 
.  .soccer  professional  to  attack 
a  spectator  in  modern  times: 
and  Ins  resurrection  is  an 
odd  mixture  of  melodrama 
and  farce  peculiarly  appeal¬ 
ing  to  French  tastes. 

Indeed,'  foe  plot  of 
Cantona's  personal  odyssey 
is  mirrored  by  that  of  Le 
Bonheur  est  danstepri. The 
:  fihn  tells  the  stray  of  a 
stressed  and  manic  rity  busi¬ 
nessman  who  finds  bliss 
when  tae  takes  dn  foe  identity 
of  soother  ubm  (along  with 
-  his  wife,  Ins  two  daughters 
r  aod  hi vs  foie  grits  farm)  deep 
m  the  French  countryside. 

Cantona's  allure  lies  in  his 
talent  for  the  unanticipated, 
leaving  the  impression  that 
he  has  very  tittle  notion  of 
what  he  might  do  next  Any¬ 
thing  seems  possible;  from  a 
career  in  French  politics  to 
performance  art  to  grievous 
bodily  harm. 

As  Rimbaud  once  wrote: 
"He  has.  perhaps,  the  secret 
for  changing  life." 


A  new  Motorola 
phone  with  change 
from  one  pound. 


TRUST  CELLPHONES  DIRECT 
TO  LEAD  THE  WAV'  THE  FAMOUS 
MOTOROLA  MICRO  TAC  DUO  TUP 
PHONE  FOR  LESS  THAN  A  POUND. 

Plus  '  FREE  connection  to  .the 
Vodafone  -'LonCaH-  Tariff,  FRE  in-car 
3(feptor  aid  FREE  csrymg  case. 

There's  never  beat  a  better  time 
to  buy  a.  NEW  Motorola  phone.  Simply 
phone  with  your  credit  card  details 
to  receive  you1  phone  vintfai  4  working 
days.  So  ad  task  a  deal  like  this  won't 
be  around  fur  teg;  - 
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Profits  up 
by  11% 
at  Allied 
Textiles 

By  Martin  B\brow 


THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  FEBRUARY  1 1996 


ALLIED  Textile  Companies, 
the  manufacturer  and  distrib¬ 
utor  of  textile  products, 
achieved  a  11.2  per  cent  rise  in 
profits  last  year,  in  spite  of 
weak  consumer  demand  and 
the  adverse  impact  of  volatile 
raw  material  prices. 

Profits  improved  to  EIS.9 
million  before  tax.  from  €17 
million  in  the  year  to  Septem¬ 
ber  30.  on  "turnover  that 
improved  by  25.6  per  cent  to 
£211.4  million  from  £1683 
million.  Overseas  sales  now 
account  for  more  than  50  per 
cent  of  production- 

Peler  Honevsett,  chairman, 
said  that  the  "long,  hot  sum¬ 
mer  had  made  an  impact  on 
consumer  demand,  putting 
further  pressure  on  retailers, 
while  the  industry  confronted 
substantial  increases  in  raw 
materials. 

The  company’s  natural  fi¬ 
bres  business  bore  the  brunt 
of  the  hot-weaiher  problems, 
seeing  profits  case  to  E93 
million  from  £9.7  million.  I 
Carpets  remained  a  problem  i 
area  and,  despite  cost-cutting, 
profits  remained  almost  un¬ 
changed  at  £600.000.  com¬ 
pared  with  £500.000.  on  sales 
that  rose  to  £39.6  million  from 
£36.5  million. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  pre¬ 
tax  profits  came  from  synthet¬ 
ic  fibres,  operating  mainly  in 
industrial  textiles,  which  lift¬ 
ed  earnings  to  £6.8  million 
from  £5  million. 

Mr  Honeysett  said  that  the 
company’s  appetite  Tor 
growth  by  acquisition  was 
“far  from  satisfied"  and  suit¬ 
able  opportunities  were  being 
sought.  But.  so  for.  the  compa¬ 
ny’s  aspirations  had  been 
frustrated. 

Earnings  rose  to  I9jp  a 
share  from  IS.Ip.  There  is  a 
final  dividend  of  4.8p  a  share, 
making  a  total  of  73p  (6.Sp). 
The  shares  rose  Ip  to  24lp. 


Threading  a  path:  John  Corrin.  chief  executive  of  Allied  Textiles,  meeting  staff  during  a  tour  of  inspection  at  the  company’s  B  irks  bead  Mill 

Sales  drive  proves  costly 
as  Vauxhall  profits  crash 


By  Kevin  Eason,  motoring  editor 


VAUXHALL  has  disclosed  the 
impact  that  discounting  and 
huge  advertising  budgets  had 
on  its  profits  last  year.  The 
British  subsidiary  of  General 
Motors  saw  its  pre-tax  surplus 
slump  from  £79  million  to  £3 
million  as  it  shouldered  the 
heavy  financial  burden  of  try¬ 
ing  to  attract  private  buyers. 

The  company  was  also  hit 
by  industrial  action,  which 
cost  output,  and  lost  sales  as 
its  higgest  plant,  at  Luton. 
Bedfordshire,  switched  from 
the  outgoing  Cavalier  model 


to  the  new  Vectra.  Vauxhall 
blamed  "severe  and  costly’ 
competitive  action  in  a  stag¬ 
nant  UK  market"  for  the  big 
drop  in  profits,  which  fore¬ 
shadows  a  new  round  of  cost¬ 
cutting  by  Britain's  third- 
biggest  carmaker. 

The  results  were  in  stark 
contrast  to  those  of  Vauxhall's 
American  parent,  which  this 
week  posted  record  profits  of 
$6.9  billion  for  last  year,  with 
big  increases  in  the  United 
States  and  Larin  America. 

Charles  Golden,  Vauxhall's 


chairman,  said:  “The  reluc¬ 
tance  of  UK  private  buyers  to 
take  the  plunge  and  buy  a  new 
car  highlighted  the  persistent 
lack  of  confidence  which  has 
had  a  numbing  effect  on  the 
retail  car  market." 

Total  motor  industry  regis¬ 
trations  of  new  cars  rose  by  1.8 
per  cent  last  year,  but  that 
increase  masked  a  fail  of  Z5 
per  cent  in  sales  to  private 
buyers  through  showrooms. 

They  are  the  customers  that 
the  motor  industry  has  been 
unable  to  woo.  forcing  car- 


makers  to  offer  big  discounts 
and  incentives,  such  as  free 
insurance,  cheap  finance  and 
costly  extra  equipment 

The  effort  did  not  pay  off  for 
Vauxhall.  British  sales  fell  53 
per  cem  to  294.131  cars  and 
vans,  leading  to  a  drop  in  total 
sales  of  13  per  cent  to  420.727. 
Production  from  Luton  and  its 
sister  British  plant  at  Elles¬ 
mere  Port  on  Merseyside  fell 
73  per  cent  to  242359,  although 
that  was  mainly  because  of  die 
changes  at  Luron. 

However,  the  company  did 


BAe  to  make  second-hand  fleet  pay  its  way 


By’  Ross  Tieman 

INDliSTR IAL  CORRESPONDENT 

BRITISH  AEROSPACE  is  overhaul¬ 
ing  the  way  ir  runs  its  $2  billion  fleet  of 
500  second-hand  aircraft,  accelerating 
the  drive  to  turn  a  hefty  liability  into 
an  asset. 

The  aim  is  to  get  70  idle  turbo-prop 
commuter  planes  back  into  the  air 
with  operators,  bringing  in  additional 


revenue  and  helping  to  improve  the 
value  of  the  second-hand  fleet  and 
bolster  demand  for  new  BAe  planes. 

Thar  would  underpin  a  recovery  in 
the  fortunes  of  BAe’s  commercial 
aircraft  operations,  which  were  losing 
more  than  £140  million  a  year. 

BAe’s  turbo-prop  leasing  arm.  JSX 
Capital  Corporation,  has  300  19-seat 
Jetstream  31  turbo-props  in  its  $1 
billion  fleer,  and  /0  of  them  are  idle. 


The  company  successfully  placed  50 
larger  ATP  turbo-props  as  well  as  a 
mixed  fleet  of  50  aircraft  acquired  in 
Trade-in  deals  for  new  BAe  planes. 

Now  JSX  is  to  be  merged  under  a 
single  management  with  BAe’s  Asset 
Management  Organisation  (AMO], 
which  has  has  succeeded  in  re-leasing 
BAe's  fleet  of  110  BAe-146  "whisper 
jets",  improving  revenues  and  aircraft 
prices  in  the  process. 


Hie  head  of  BAe's  new  Asset 
Management  Division  will  be  Tony 
Rice,  previously  BAe's  treasurer,  who 
played  a  key  role  in  helping  Airbus  set 
up  its  own  leasing  arm.  The  finance 
director  will  be  Bob  Wheeler,  who  was 
previously  finance  director  at  Avro. 

BAe  hopes  it  jnay  eventually  be  able 
•to  release  some  of- the  £13  billion  of 
provisions  taken  against  the  regional 
aircraft  business  since  1992. 


achieve  a  103  per  cent  increase 
in  exports  to  103300.  with 
Ellesmere  Bart  increasing 
overseas  sales  of  its  Astra 
model  by  48  per  cent. 

Mr  Golden  accompanied 
the  gloomy  announcement 
with  the  warning  that  the 
problems  of  the  British  motor 
industry  since  recession  were 
not  yet  over. 

Vauxhall  was  hit  by  pay 
strikes  towards  the  end  of  last 
year,  and  now  Bird,  its  biggest 
competitor,  faces  ■  similar 
action.. 

Mr  Golden  said:  “As  an 
industry,  we  are  far  from  out 
of  the  woods  in  terms  of  global 
competitiveness.  Now  that  our 
three-year  pay  agreement  has 
been  accepted  by  the 
workforce,  we  have  to  concen¬ 
trate  on  further  cost  reduction 
to  improve  Vauxhall's  results. 

‘The  all-new  Vectra  has  a 
leading  role  to  play  in  support 
of  our  competitive  position  in 
the  UK  market  While  a 
depressed  market  is  no  help  in 
launching  a  new  product  we 
are  very  pleased  by  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  the  new  car  in  its  early 
phase." 


ACCOUNTANCY 


>  i  'i 


Touchy  question  of  compliance 


Ann  Lamb  on  how  firms  meet 
the  legitimate  demands  of 
share  analysts  for  information 


Markets  depend  on 
the  free  flow  of  in¬ 
formation  to  make 
them  efficient.  So  how  does  the 
process  of  communication  be¬ 
tween  a  director  of  a  public 
company  and  an  investment 
analyst  help  the  market  to 
function  better? 

How  long  does  it  take  for  the 
information  gleaned  from 
such  a  meeting  to  reach  the 
market,  and  how  can  it  be  seen 
to  take  place  without  the 
appearance  of  privilege  being 
granted  to  any  specific  group? 

These  are  some  or  the  issues 
addressed  by  Dr  Clatre  Mar- 
ston.  of  the  University  of 
Northumbria,  in  a  report  In- 
vestor  Relations:  Meeting  the 
Analysts,  just  published  by  the 
Research  Committee  of  The 
Institute  of  Chartered  Accoun¬ 
tants  of  Scotland. 

Based  on  the  findings  from 
a  survey  of  more  than  500  of 
the  United  Kingdom's  largest 
companies  of  their  percep¬ 
tions  of  the  meetings  held  by 
companies  for  analysts  and 
fund  managers,  it  confirms 
such  meetings  are  a  firmly 
established  part  of  the  com¬ 
panies'  investor  relations  pro¬ 
grammes,  In  particular,  the 
meetings  were  considered  to 
be  an  important  addition  to 
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Time  for 
an  audit 

IN  the  notes  to  KPMG's  first 
report  and  accounts  there  is  a 
line  which  must  worry  part¬ 
ners.  Jn  the  polio'  note  on 
work-in-progress  it  says  “the 
effect  on  proprietorship  profit 
for  the  year  of  the  exclusion  of 
partners’  easts  is  not  materi¬ 
al".  Parrners' costs  not  materi¬ 
al?  Time  for  an  audiL 

On  deck 

SHEILA  MASTERS,  the 
feisty  KPMG  partner  and  fa- 


rhe  financial  reporting  process. 

The  survey  was  conducted 
during  1993  and  1994,  the 
period  immediately  preceding 
a  revision  of  legislation  and 
Stock  Exchange  guidance, 
when  favouring  important  in¬ 
vestors  in  this  way  appeared  to 
be  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the 
law  and  regulation. 

With  subsequent  confirma¬ 
tion  of  that  spirit  in  the  new 
regulations,  a  period  of  stabil¬ 
ity  is  now  needed  to  assess 
effectiveness  and  to  allow  com¬ 
panies  and  analysts  to  adjust 
says  the  report. 

Companies  in  the  survey 
faced  a  difficult  task  in  steer¬ 
ing  a  course  between  compli¬ 
ant*  with  the  complex  rules 
and  meeting  the  legitimate 
demands  of  analysts  for  infor¬ 
mation.  In  some  respects  ir 
would  have  been  easier  not  to 
hold  such  meetings,  since  this 
would  have  ensured  equal 
treatment  for  ail  investors  and 
potential  investors. 

Despite  this,  the  survey 
results  showed  that  the  com¬ 
panies  believed  the  meetings 
were  the  most  valuable  form  of 
communication  with  investors 
atwhich  a  wide  range  of  topics 
relating  to  past  performance 
and  future  prospects  could  be 
discussed.  The  results  also 
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Atm  Lamb  says  companies  are  handling  a  difficult  task 


brought  our  the  important 
distinction  between  the  two 
main  categories  of  meeting. 
First,  general  meetings  held 
for  a  wide  audience  from  a 
range  _  of  stackbroking  firms 
and  institutional  investors; 
and  second,  special  meetings 
held  for  an  individual  or  a 
small  group  from  one 
organisation. 

Although  special  meetings 


are  viewed  as  being  more 
important  and  more  valuable 
to  die  companies,  they  are  also 
more  risky  from  a  regulatory 
standpoint  The  less  formal, 
more  friendly  atmosphere 
which  often  surrounds  such 
meetings  can  lead  easily  to  the 
unintentional  release  of  price 
sensitive  information. 

Meeting  the  Analysts 
strongly  supports  the  practice 


ANY  OTHER  BUSINESS 


vnurite  for  the  post  of  English 
ICA  president,  made  a  some¬ 
what  lacklustre  appearance 
on  the  BBC  Question  Time 
television  programme  last 
year.  And  now  the  corporation 
looks  likely  to  pay  for  that. 
KPMG  won  the  BBC  audit  — 
and  celebrates  the  fact  with' a 
photograph  of  its  proud  audit 
team  in  its  new  report  and 
accounts. 

Dead  centre  in  the  picture 
sirs  Masters,  wearing  what 
appears  to  be  the  uniform  of 


an  admiral.  John  Birr  will  be 
back  swabbing  the  decks,  ere 
long. 

News  sleight 

WHEN  news  broke  of  the 
Duchess  of  York's  financial 
difficulties.  BBC  Television's 
Newsnight  team  rang  the  Eng¬ 
lish  ICA  to  see  if  they  could 
supply  an  accountant  expert  to 
talk  about  the  financial  issues. 
But  another  chance  to  impress 
Ihe  nation  slipped  its  grasp. 


No  pundit  was  proriu.'d.  And 
the  member  of  the  secretariat 
who  was  suggesting  vocifer¬ 
ously  that  the  Duchess  slwuid 
give  up  budgies  and  take  up 
racing  pigeons  instead  was 
ruled  to  be  Irrelevant- 

Great  and  Good 

TIM  GOOD  S  office  over¬ 
looks  the  river  at  Oxford,  as 
chairman  of  PTP.  the  rax  con¬ 
sultancy  service,  he  was  ga i- 
ing  out  of  his  window  recently. 


of  meetings  between  com¬ 
panies  and  analysts  but  rec¬ 
ommends  great  care  to  avoid 
the  release  of  price  sensitive 
information.  It  stresses  the 
importance  of  achieving  equal 
access  to  information  for  all 
users,  and  suggests  detailed 
records  of  all  meetings  held 
between  investment  analysts 
and  directors  of  quoted  com¬ 
panies  should  be  disseminated 
to  the  market  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  meeting 
using  the  Stock  Exchange’s 
Regulatory  News  Service  and 
the  Internet. 

For  the  future,  the  report 
recommends  equal  access  to 
information.  In  particular,  it 
suggests  that  greater  use  of  the 
Operating  and  Financial  Re¬ 
view  should  be  encouraged  to 
increase  the  available  pub¬ 
lished  information  on  the  per¬ 
formance  of  a  business. . 

A  Research  Committee 
project  addressing  the  wider 
issues  of  the  business  informa¬ 
tion  needs  of  -users  and  of 
corporate  communications  is 
under  way  to  develop  a  model 
of  communication  to  meet 
those  user  needs. 

Investor  Relations:  Meeting 
the  Analysts,  published  by  The 
Institute  of  Chartered  Accoun¬ 
tants  of  Scotland,  27  Queen 
Street.  Edinburgh  EH2  I  LA. 
Telephone:  0131-225  5673 

OAnn  Lamb  is  an  assistant 
director  of  accounting  and 
auditing  at  The  Institute  of 
Chartered  Accountants  df 
Scotland. 


mulling  over  a  client's  query. 
Imagine  his  surprise  when  a 
passing  rawing  crew  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  shouting  and  ges¬ 
ticulating  furiously  at  him. 
Surely  the  topic  of  capital 
gains  could  not  inflame  such 
passions?  The  solution  was 
simpler.  71  te  office  building  is 
shared  with  the  local  Conser¬ 
vative  association.  And  unbe¬ 
known  to  Good,  the  gesticu¬ 
lations  were  aimed  at  a  large 
sign  adjacent  to  his  office  win¬ 
dow  which  read:  "Oxford 
West  and  Abingdon  Conserva¬ 
tive  Association". 


KPMG  cycles  boldly 
into  brave  new  world 


Robert  Bruce 


AFTER  all  the  years  of  worry,  it  must  seem  is  sh 
an  awfully  simple  tbing  to  have  done.  In  fact  that : 
it  is  probably  akin  to  the  feeling  children  ed  tc 
have  when  they  first  ride  a  bicycle.  After  days  doipt 
of  thinking  it  an  impossible  skill  to  master;  Shar 
suddenly  there  they  are  careening  along  com! 
wondering  how  it  had  ever  seemed  difficult  An 
Colin  Shannon,  KPMG's  senior  partner,  eami 
must  feel  something  similar.  For  years  -  systo 
journalists  have  savaged  senior  partners  over  half-; 
the  refusal  to  produce  annual  accounts,  etors! 
There  was  no  logic  to  their  actions.  -All  tbeir  But 
clients  produced  an'  annual  report  and  aeon 
accounts  and  it  was  the  large  audit  firms  that  not  i 

certified  that  the  figures  were  true  and  fair,  proto 
How  could  the  firms  themselves  not  produce  are  a 
a  set  of  accounts  and  allow  the  financial'  as  op 
world  to  see  how  they  had  fared?  Thi 

This  week  KPMG  did  just  that  And  now  staler 
that  the  report  and  accounts  is  published  and  losses 
the  first  wave  of  interest  at  the  size  of  partners’  boldc 
earnings  has  passed  it  must  seem  exfiraordi-  ship 
nary  to  everyone  on  the  inside  of  the  firms  that  '  about 
none  of  them  has  done  this 
before.  Like  riding  a  bicycle,  ___ 

it  is  a  simple  feat  But  once 
done  never  to  be  feared  in  MSm 

the  same  way  ever  again. 

There  are  quibbles.  This  Joft  xgj&P 
set  of  accounts  was  not 
audited  in  the  real  sense  of  cflSgyyg^Ti.  ; . 
the  word.  "Subjected  to  Inter- 

nat  audit  procedures"  is  not  Tfin  * 

the  same  tiling  at  alL 
But  next  year  the  figures 
will  have  to  be  audited.  As  y, 

from  this  morning  KPMG 

Audit  pic  is  up  and  running.  _ '  >Pjy|p 

Hie  bright^ new  silvery 
plaque  has  been  up  for  a 
while  now  (brass  plates  -l 
being  considered  rather  old-  .  . 
fashioned,  the  fashion  for  RUotK  1 

"retro"  not  having  reached  BRUCE 

accountants  yet). 

The  front-runner  for  the 

audit  position  is  still  the  National  Aodit  that  a 
Office.  Shannon  is  fond  of  the  idea.  It  would  Sham 
be  a  brave  decision  and  one  that  cocks  a  bit  of  partnc 
a  snook  at  the  medium-sized  firms!  which  chain 
might  have  hoped  for  the  job.  In  that  league,  been. 
Buzzacotls  are  still  the  front-runners.  future 

The  format  of  the  accounts  has  also  meant  Client 
that  there  could  be  a  degree  of  suiting  fines.' 
yourselL  The  detail  in  the  accounting  policies  In  tl 

gives  it  away.  “The  financial  statements  have  firms 
been  prepared  in  accordance  with  applicable  before 
accounting  standards  adapted  as  necessary  firms, 
to  partnership  circumstances,”  it  says.  This  is  are  no 
why  working  out  the  amount  the  partners  chang 
have  paid  themselves  is  so  hard.  like  j 

Under  the  points  system,  everything  is,  as  bicydt 
S barman  put  it,  “divided  up".  But  the  way  it  -  again. 


is  shown  in  the  published  accounts  means 
that  several  dements  are  artificially  separat¬ 
ed  to  be  shown  in  what  the  firm,  sees  as  a 
corporate  format  So  to  find  out  that 
Sharman  earns  just  under-  £750.000  means 
combining  three  different  figures. 

And  to  calculate  the  individual  partners’ 
earnings  in  a  traditional  corporate  banding 
system  you  have  to  add  on  a  rule-of-thumb 
half-as-mucb-again  to  take  account  of  propri¬ 
etorship  profit  and  pensions.  It  is  a  quibble. 
But  given  that  these  were :  not  audited 
accounts  there  is  no  reason  why  totals  could 
not  have  been  given  also.  KPMG  would 
probably  argue' that  directors  of  companies 
are  allowed  to  make  pension  arrangements 
as  opaque  as  possible  so  why  shouldn't  they? 

There  are  other  quibbles.  There  is  no 
statement,  of  .  total  recognised  gains  and 
losses.  There  is  no  reconciliation  of  "share¬ 
holders'  funds".  Presumably  as  the  partner¬ 
ship  is  the  shareholders  they  do  not  mind 
about  that  Itis  the  lack  of  a  relationship  with 
outsiders  that  makes  the 
=>  '  whole  document  feel  lopsid- 

ggfea  .  ed.  If  this  is  a  report  with 

accounts  there  needs  to  be 
more  of  a  feeling  of  the 
responsibility  and  interest? 

SB  of  the  owners;  Without  an 
j  audit  certificate  and  the  feel- 

frig  that  stakeholders  are  on 
\  ]  the  other  side,  of  the  ac-  ; 

counts,  the  whole  effort  feds 
drs&iVj  strange  and  somehow  with- 

S/jUy'  oot  purpose. * 

This  will  be  the  problem  as 

L _  partners, -or  directors  as  they 

will  have  to  be  in  the  pic 
become  more  like  employees 

— — -  than  partners.  The  twisting 

pr^'T’  ’  of  a  partnership  ethos  to 

resemble  a  corporate  rda- 
ICE  tionship  is  going  to  be  an 

mm  *  n  m  interesting  evolution. 

But  the  important  point  is 
that  a  head,  and  a  large  one  given  that  it  is 
Shannon's,  is  above  the  parapet  Hfe  senior 
partner’s  statement  is  similar  to  many  a 
chairman's  view  of  the  world.  The  year  has 
been  tough,  but  we  have  done  welL  The 
future  looks  tough,  but  we  vail  come  through. 
Clients  will  know  how  to  read  between  the 
fines.  There  is  a  confidence  there. 

In  tbe  future,  people  wfll  wonder  why  the 
firms  never  published  such  documents 
before  ft  already  seems  absurd  that  other 
firms,  with  the  exception  of  Ernst  &  Young, 
are  not  committed  to  such  a  step.  Perceptions 
change  swiftly.  One  step  can  alter  everything. 
Like  a  child's  view  of  the  world  from  a 
bicycle,  nothing  will  ever  seem  the  same 
again. 


Eurodis  Electron 

moves  ahead 

EURODIS  ELECTRON,  the  pan-European  distributor  of 
electronic  components,  reported  profits  of  £4.64  *™*lon 
before  tax  and  exceptional  earnings  for  the  six  months  to 
November  30.  The  results  include  a  four-month  contnou- 
non  from  the  Eurodis  Group,  based  in  SwitzerlancLwIucft 
.  merged  with  Britain’s  Electron  House  in  August  1995.  The 
company  also  earned  a  £9.45  million  profit  from  the  sale  of 
discontinued  businesses,  to  give  total  pre-tax  profits  of 
£14.1  million,  compared  with  interim  profits  dr  £23  million 
last  time. 

Earnings,  excluding  Hie  impact  of  disposals,  were  tup  a 
share,  compared  -with  6p-  Tbe  interim  dividend,  is 
increased  19  per.  cem  to  2135p  a  share,  payable  on  April  9. 
Yesterday,  the  shares  fell  4p  to  294p.  Year-on-year 
comparisons  are  likely  to  be  further  clouded  by  the 
acquisition  .'of  TC-D1S.  a  French'  electronic  component 
'  distributor,  for  £7  million  last  month.  Robert  Leigh, 
chairman,  said  that  sales  were  up  15  per  cent  on  a  like-for- 
Like  basis.  Markets  were  now  growing  at  more  normal 
rates  of  between  10  and  15  percent. 

Zetters  down  at  half  time 

ZETTERS  said  its  football  pools. business  has  been  severely 
affected  by  competition  from  the  National  Lottery.  Football 
pools  sales  dropped  9  per  cent  and  operating  profits  more 
than  halved  to  £3072300  in  the  six  months  to  September  30. 
compared  with  £830,01X3  in  the  corresponding  period  erf  the 
previous  year.  Group  pre-tax  profits  were  reduced  to 
;£593,000  from  £690.000  previously,  inducting  worse  perfor¬ 
mances  from  investments  and  spot  the  ball  games.  The 
interim  dividend  is  held  at5p  a  share,  payable  from  earnings 
of  5.9p  (6.9p).  The  shares  were  unchanged  at  129p. 

TI  sells  three  businesses 

Tl  GROUP,  the  specialist  engineering  company,  announced 
the  sale  of  three  of .  its  non-core  smaller  engineering 
businesses,  for  E44  .nulfiori.  Tl  -Desford  Tubes,  TI  Matrix 
Engineering  and  Hollow  Extrusions  have  been  sold  to  the 
Hay  Hall  Group,  whose  acquisition  has  been  fended  by 
Legal  &  General  Ventures.  Tbe  three  companies  reported 
aggregate  sales  of  £55.7  million  in  1994  and  pretax  profits  of 
£45  million.  Net  asset  value  at  the  end  oF  1994.  was  £24.4 
million.  Tl  said  the  sale  would  give  rise  to  an  exceptional  gain 
in  1996  of  about  £22  million.  i 

Polygram  in  TV  deal 

POLYGRAM,  the  music  and  .entertainment  company, 
has  teamed  up  with  Bob  Geldofs  Planet  24.  which 
produces  77ie  Big  Breakfast  and  Hotel  Babylon:  television 
shows,  and  Warsaw’s  Atomic  Entertainment  to  launch  a 
cable  music  channel  in  Poland.  polygram  will  hold  a  40  per¬ 
cent  stoke  in  the  venture,  while  Planet  24  will  hold  just  under 
30  per  cent  AtomicTV.  the  channel's  name,  is  to  be  launched 
tnApriL  with  ait  estimated  start-up  cost  of  about  £1  million. 

Its  formarwiUbe  based  oh  MTV  and  it  will  broadcast  entirely 
in  Polish.  \ 

Porvair  advances 

PORVAIR.  the  manufacturer  of  micro  porous  synthetic 
materials,  reported  a  rise  in  pre-tax  profits  to  . £5.1  million, 
from  £3.1  million,  in  the  year  to  November  30.  Turnover  rase 
to  E39.9  million  from  £313  million.  Profits  benefited  from  a 
maiden  contribution  from  Selee  Corporation,  a  US-based 
maker  of  ceramic  filtration  products  acquired  in  June  1995  far 
$37.8  million.  The  acquisition  was  accompanied  by  a  £203 
million  righto  issue.  Earnings  were  18p  a  share,  compared 
with  an  adjusted  13.7p.  A  final  dividend  of  3.7p  a  share, 
payable  on  April  9.  lifted  the  total  to  5,4p  from  4 5p. 
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I  PHONE  ACCESSORIES  7 


FILM  1 


Victor  Hugo  is 
transposed  and 
trampled  as  Claude 
Lelouch  turns  Les 
M is&rables  into  a  . 
20th-century  epic 


■  FILM-2 

Steve  Martin 
goes  wholesome 
in  a  largely 
unfunny  comedy. 
Father  of  the 
Bride  Part  II 


■  FILM  3 

Sex,  crime  and 
punishment:  classic 
Russian  themes, 
inhiguingly 
explored,  in 
Katia  Ismailova 


■  FILM  4 

Withnail  (5 1 
is  back  in  the 
cinemas  to  mark 
the  cult  British 
comedy's  tenth 
anniversary 


recognition 


vision  to  bear  on  Les  Mis&rables 


My  files  contain  a 
yellowing  press 
release  modestly 
announcing  “the 
movie  event  of  the  century**. 
Shooting,  h  appears,  will 
begin  in  January  1991  on  Les 
Misi  rabies  —  the.  musical 
Cameron  Mackintosh  will 
produce,  and  the  pounding 
talent  of  Alan  Parker  will 
direct  Nestling  next  to  this 
historic  document  is  a  clipping 
from  November  1994.  Appar¬ 
ently  Polanski  is  eyeing  Les 
Mist  rabies  too,  although  he 
plans  to  go  straight  to  the 
source,  Victor  Hugo.  With 
luck  Gerard  Depardieu  might 
play  Jean  Valjean.  the  man 
given  a  raw  deal  by  Fate. 
Javert  the  police  inspector 
who  hounds  him,  could  be 
Jade  Nicholson,  or  Uam 
Neeson,  or  ...  take  your 
choice.  ■  -■ 

However;  the  current -ver- 
sion  of  Left  MiseuaUes  ■  is 
neither  of  these.  Nor  is  it  a 
proper  version.  Since  the;  di¬ 
rector  is  that  gaudy  eccentric 
Claude  Lelouch,  this  should  be 
expected.  Lelouch  could  hot 
walk  a  straight  dramatic  line 
even  if  threatened  -with  a 
breathalyser:  he  laves  to  cross¬ 
cut  between  stories,  arid  filter 
a  primer  on  modem  times  into 
his  mundane  fictions.  No  mat¬ 
ter  ^ what  flashpoint  of  the  20th 
century,  a  Lelouch  character 
will  be  there;  cheering  iir  the 
crmvds  at  the  F^ch 'Libera¬ 
tion,  or  watching  the  Moon 
landings  on  tVJ*  .  ^ 

Hugo‘s  novel  Supplies  only 
one  thread  in  this  crazy  tapes¬ 
try.  Valjean  and  Javert  come ' 
intertwined  with  the  story  of 
Henri  Fortin,  father  and  son, 
both  Incarnated  by  Jean-Paul 
Belmondo  with  the  kind  -  of 
force  that  gives  gusto  a  bad 
name.  Lelouch  also  weaves  in 
50  years  of  French  history, 
persona!  autobiography,  and 
cinema’s  centenary.  No  won-, 
der  the  film  is  unwieldy. 

The  elder  Fortin,  a  chauf¬ 
feur.  is  wrongfully  imprisoned 
and  dies  in  a  prison  escape. 
Cue  the  first  World  War.  Son 
becomes  a  boxer,  ;then  a . 
furniture  remover.  Cue  the 
Second  World  War,  when 
Fortin  helps  to  shelter  afamily 
fleeing  Paris.  As  the  truck 
bumps  along  the  roads,  the 
Zimans  (Michel  Boujenah  and 
Alessandra  Marlines)  relate  - 
the  story  of  Les  Misirables. 
Fortin  sees  parallels  berwen 
Valjean  and  himself,  arid 
Ziman.  a  Jewish  lawyer,  pro- 


Les  Miserables 
Warner  West  End 
12, 177  mins. 
Unwieldy  variant  on 
Victor  Hugo  from ' 
Claude  Lelouch 

Father  of  the  Bride 
Part  II 

Odeon  Leicester  Square 
PG.  107  nuns 
Bland  sequel  wastes 
Steve  Martin 

Katia  Ismailova 

MGM  Piccadilly 
18, 8S  mins 
Seductive  tale  cf 
crime  and  punishment 

Withnail  &  I 
MGM  Shaftesbury  Ave 
15, 102  mins 
Revival  of  the  cull 
British  film. . 


poses  Leloudi’S  own  philoso¬ 
phy:  “There  are  only  two  or 
three  stories  in  the  world,  and 
we  must  aQ  live  them  over  and 
over.”  So  must  the  audience; 
though  at  least  the  roundelay’s 
pace  quickens  once  war  frag¬ 
ments  the  family  and  their 
kindly  protector.  They  endure 
various  deprivations:  torture, 
incarceration  in  a  cellar,  fife  as 
a  Nazi  stooge.  Then  the  D-Day 
landings  herald' a  final  bou¬ 
quet  from  Dame  Fortune. 
After  neariy-three  hours,  all’s 
right  with  the  world. 

But  not  with  the  film. 
Lelouch,  acting  as  usual  as  his 
own  rinematographer, -  cah 
easily  conjure  up  flashy,  ef- : 
fects:  a  boxing  match  among 
fast-falling  snow,  colour  that 
ebbs  or  flows  in  response  to 
the  mood.  But  if  you .  peer 
beyond  the  surface  his  imagi¬ 
nation  looks,  ta why.  and  ai- 
raatched  with  his  ambitions. 
As  for,  Belmondo,  the  French 
regard  him^like  Hugo’s  door- 
stopping  novel,  as  a  national 
treasure.  Viewers  across  the. 
Channel  may  be  less  sympa- : 
thetic  to  this  grizzled,  ever- 
smiting  life-force. 

From  Lelouch  "s  vacuous  op¬ 
timism,  we.tum  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  suburban  paradise  cele¬ 
brated^  in  Father  of  the  Bride 
Part  II.  Father  (SteVe  Martin) 
had  a  bad  time  getting  his  . 
daughter  married  . in  the  earli¬ 
er  film,  a  remake  if  MOM’S 
famous  I9S0  comedy.  Now  he 
must  cope  with  the  palter  of 
tiny  feet  two  sets  of  them.  For, 
just  after  son-in-law  Bryan 


liberating  soldiery  and  French  convent  girls  celebrate  the  defeat  of  Germany  in  Claude  Lelouch's  self-indulgent  take  on  Les  Mist  rabies 


ruffles  his  feathers  by  saying 
“Congratulations,  grandpa.'", 
father  learns  that  his  own  wife 
(Diane  Keaton)  is  pregnant. 

At  first  Martin  faces  grand- 
parenthood  with  scowls.  By 
the  end  he  is  wreathed  in 
smiles;  .  secure  in  his  job. 
family,  and  a  fully  paid-up 
dream  house,  he  derides  life 
cannot  get  any  better. 

Swallowing  this  pap'  would 
be  difficult  even  with  the  most 
sparkling  treatment  Charles 
Shyer  and  Namy  Meyers  put 
added  obstacles  in  the  way. 
Their  film  dawdles.  Martin 
Short’s  Franck  Eggelhoffer, 
the  limp-wristed  decorator 
•from  the  earlier  movie,  out¬ 
stays  his  welcome.  And  too 
much  material  is  weak.  Mar¬ 
tin,  Keaton,  Kimberly  Wil¬ 
liams  and  the  rest  sail  through 
with  ease:  but  when  the  star  is 
Steve  Martin  you  want  him  to 
do  far  more  than  mouth 
homilies  or  wander  into  a 
hospital's  prostate  screening 
mean  by -mistake. 

Katia  Ismailova,  a  seduc¬ 


tive  film  by  Valeri  Todorovski, 
a  Russian  director  in  his  early 
30s.  is  the  kind  of  produik 
aimed  more  at  European  audi¬ 
ences  than  the  folks  back 
home.  Scenes  are  cut  short  in 
tiie  manner  of  the  French  New 
Wave,  and  a  generally  playful 
style  dominates  content. 
French  money  also  helped  to 
get  tiie  film  made. 

The  source  material, 
though,  is  thoroughly  Rus¬ 
sian.  Using  Nikolai  Leskov’s 
story  Lady  Macbeth  of  the 
Mtsenk  District  as  a  spring¬ 
board,  Todorovski  contrives  a 
fantasia  on  the  themes  of  the 
tragic  Russian  heroine  and  the 
vicious  circle .  erf  crime  and 
punishment. 

Katia,  played  by  Ingeborga 
Dapkunaite  (see  interview  be¬ 
low ),  acts  as  typist  to  her 
mother-in-law.  a  successful 
novelist  But  her  placid  sur¬ 
face  hides  turbulent  waters: 
she  has  sex  with  the  carpenter, 
in  a  window  if  you  please,  and, 
by  delaying  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  pills,  speeds  the  novel¬ 


ist's  death.  Soon  there  is 
another  corpse,  and  an  inspec¬ 
tor  nosing  around. 

Although  the  script  is  a 
bazaar  of  second-hand  goods. 
Todorovski’s  elegant  visuals 
keep  you  enticed  from  the 
opening  shot  —  of  paper 
shifting  through  a  typewriter 
to  reveal  the  heroine’s  face.  In 
reality,  tiie  novelist’s  finances 
would  run  to  a  word-proces¬ 
sor.  but  Todorovski  under¬ 
stands  that  an  antique 
Underwood  makes  a  far  more 
atmospheric  prop.  Striking 
images  litter  the  scenes: 
Katia ’S  face  wrapped  in  with  a 
black  shawl.  Katia  naked  at 
the  typewriter,  landscapes 
bathed  in  grey  light.  Chasing 
pictorial  delights,  Todorovski 
never  leaves  space  for  his 
heroine’s  disaffecrions  to  build 
into  high  drama;  but  the  film’s 
cool,  cryptic  approach  brings 
its  own  pleasures. 

“1  think  weVe  been  here  too 
long.  1  feel  unusual.  I  think  we 
should  go  outside.”  Some 
people  in  Britain  can  shout  in 


unison  with  these  lines  from 
Withnail  &  I,  the  cult  British 
comedy  by  Bruce  Robinson 
now  revived  on  its  tenth 
anniversary.  These  are 
Withnail  groupies.  They  scour 
Cumbria  For  locations  used  in 
this  rale  of  two  would-be  actors 
at  the  end  of  the  Sixties  who 
escape  from  a  fetid  London  flat 
for  a  rain-swept  break  in  the 
Lake  District.  They  will  buy 
the  screenplay,  recently  pub¬ 
lished.  They  may  even  buy  the 
Withnail  coat,  long  and  flared, 
the  perpetual  garment  of  Rich¬ 
ard  E.  Grant,  and  now  avail¬ 
able  for  £795  in  a  limited 
edition  (phone  0171-483  3242 
for  details). 

The  film  was  not  bound  for 
cult  success  when  it  first 
appeared.  although  this 
quirky  memoir  of  the  swing¬ 
ing  Sixties’  darker  side  always 
looked  distinctive.  Robinson 
has  done  nothing  to  match  it. 
His  timing  of  scenes  may  be 
erratic,  but  his  dialogue  is  cut 
to  the  quick,  and  he  knows  his 
characters.  Paul  McGann 


takes  the  role  of  “I”.  the 
bemused  innocent  struggling 
to  escape  from  the  advances  of 
Withnail’s  uncle  (Richard 
Griffiths).  But  now,  more  than 
ever,  this  is  Gram's  show. 
Withnail  is  outrageously  self- 
centred.  an  endless  fountain  of 
caustic  remarks,  and  his  black 
bile  keeps  the  film  alive. 

You  have  heard  of  the 
Drambuie  Edinburgh  film 
Festival.  Now  welcome  the 
Tooheys  Australian  Film 
Season,  sponsored  by  tire 
brewer.  A  programme  of  six 
films  tours  the  regions  after 
one  week  at  the  Barbican.  The 
strongest  title  is  Angel  Baby,  a 
confidently  handled  story  of 
disturbed  lovers  that  won 
seven  Australian  film  Insti¬ 
tute  awards  last  year.  A  prom¬ 
ising  directorial  talent, 
Michael  Rymer  propels  the 
story  forward:  John  Lynch 
and  Jacqueline  McKenzie  ex¬ 
cel  in  their  roles  as  die  couple 
with  everything  against  them. 
No  great  fun  for  an  audience, 
though. 


Let’s 
hear  it 
for  sport 

The  revelation  on  the 
front  page  of  The  Times 
last  uvt-k  that  the  Today 
programme’s  long- wave 
transmission  will  be  partially 
knocked  out  by  World  Cup 
cricket  later  this  month  dove¬ 
tails  neatly  with  Tuesday's, 
announcement  that  the  BBC 
has  secured  coverage  of  the 
Olympics,  summer  and  win¬ 
ter,  up  u>  2U0S. 

The  huge  amount  of  airtime 
that  the  Olympics  will  require 
raises  once  again  the  question 
of  w 'hat  the  BBC  can  do  about 
sports  coverage  in  the  lunger 
term.  The  (unsatisfactory)  an¬ 
swer  is  that  the  solution  lies 
not  with  people  who  make 
programmes  but  with  those 
who  manufacture  radio  sets. 

Digital  audio  broadcasting 
(DAB)  was  announced  to  a 
fanfare  a  few  months  ago.  The 
system  uses  microwaves,  of¬ 
fering  almost  limitless  num¬ 
bers  of  bands  and  impeccable 
transmission  quality.  But 
where  is  it? 

Haifa  dozen  sets  are  on  trial 
around  the  country  but  BBC 
insiders  are  becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  frustrated  by  the  slug¬ 
gish  approach  of  manufac¬ 
turers  who,  in  their  mm. 
doubt  ihe  level  of  demand  for  a 
set  that  will  cost  around  £200. 

There  is  some  justification 
for  this  scepticism.  The  British 
lend  to  swap  their  television 
sets  at  the  first  sign  of  a  new 
development  w'hereas  we  car¬ 
ry  on  with  the  radio  until  it 
stops  working.  Part  of  the 
reason  is  that  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  television  sets  are 
rented,  whereas  we  buy 
radios. 

City  analysts  believe  DAB 
will  have  to  await  an  economic 
upturn,  but  sport  waits  for  no 
man.  The  BBC  dearly  needs  a 
sports-dedicated  network,  but 
has  nowhere  to  put  if.  Radio 
3's  medium-wave  frequency 
would  have  been  ideal,  but  the 
Government  took  that  away 
for  the  commercial  sector. 

Those  who  complain  about 
sport  intruding  on  Radio  4 
from  rime  to  time  ought  to 
consider  the  alternative.  With 
increasing  amounts  of  sport 
going  to  satellite  television, 
radio  has  become  the  only 
terrestrial  broadcast  outlet  for 
some  sports.  Unless  The  BBC 
continues  to  sacrifice  some 
mainstream  programming 
there  could  be  serious  conse¬ 
quences. 

Peter  Barnard 


The  photogenic  belle  of  the  Baltic 


Ingeborga  Dapkunaite, 
who  plays  die  title  role  in 
Katia  Ismailova,  has  had 
an  eventful  year.  She  won  the 
1995  best  actress  award  of  the 
Russian  Film -  Academy  for 
Katia.  Nikita  Mikhalkov'S 
Burnt  b ir  the  Sun,  in  which  she 
plays  tiie  leading  female  role, 
won  the  1995 American  Acade¬ 
my  Oscar  for  best  foreign- 
language  film. 

In  London,  she  spent  last 
summer  and  autumn  filming 
with  Tom  Cruise  in  Brian  De 
Palma’s  Mission  Impossible, 
and  with  Rob  Lowe  in  On 
Dangerous  Ground,  a  thriller 
from  a  Jack  Higgins  novel. 
Both  films  are  due  for  release 
this  year.  '  .. 

This  fast-burgeoning  inter¬ 
national  career  seems  a  long 
way  from  her.  early  years  in 
Soviet-era  Lithuania.  Her  par¬ 
ents  were  [said  are)  in  the 
diplomatic  service;  but  in 
Soviet  times  diplomats  were 
only  permitted  to  take  one 
child  abroad  with  them.  Since 
she  had  a  younger  sister, 
Dapkunaite  had  to  stay  in 
tfflnhiswilh tier  grandmother. 

-  Happily,  granny  was  depu¬ 
ty. manager  at  the  opera;  and 
four-year-old  Ingeborga  was 
an  hand,  when  there  was  a ; 
vacancy  for.  the’  role  of-Ma- 
lame  Butterfly's  son.  She  con- 
irroed  hi  -tiie  part  — 
iftemating  it  with  monkeys 
md  chickens  in  children's 
Billets  and  a  fan-wafter.in; 
iida  —  onto  temporary  retire* . 
nent  at  11.  'when  my  legs  got 
bo  long”.  ; 

At  16.  however,  after  -a 
reriod  “devoted  to  basketball,  . 
iwftnming  and  figure  skat-  . 
ng”,  she  was  bode  on  stage  in 
t  children’s  amateur  jtheatre: 
m3  at  18  she  enrolktF  in  the 


David  Robinson  talks  to  an  award-winning  but 
acrident-prone  Lithuanian  star  in  the  making 


.toira,.’ 

-  She  was  one  of  a  group  of 
students  who  won  fame  by 
devising  a  show  called  Lessons 
in  Literature,  which  was 
banned  after  a  fortnight 


-  Ingeborga  Dapkunaite:  typing  out  nor  typecast 


because  itshtywedSbviet  edu¬ 
cation  in  tin  unfavourable 

light  A  few.  Tppntiis  later, 

perestroika  permitted  the 

show  to  be  put  on  profession¬ 
ally,  to  huge  success. 

“The  Soviet  period  was  a 
constant  atmosphere  of  lies," 
Dapkunaite  says.  *That  meant 
that  m  the  theatre  we  were 


always  trying  to  smuggle  in 
coded  messages  for  the  audi¬ 
ence  and  the. audience  had  the 
fun  of  decoding  these  mes¬ 
sages.  • 

“Ironically,  one  of  the  prob¬ 
lems  after  perestroika,  when' 
we  were  a  flowed  to  say  any¬ 
thing  we  warned,  was  that  we 
didn't  know  what  to  say  any 


more.  We  were  used  to  these 
sophisticated  games  and 
metaphors.  • 

“Still,  in  Soviet  times.  1  got 
my  first  part  in  a  Russian  film. 
Baltic  actors  were  always  cast 
as  foreigners  because  of  their 
accents.  The  assistant  director 
offered  me  the  script,  saying. 
‘Jt's  crap,  but  your  part  will  be 
shot  in  Paris’.  I  said  yes  at 
once;  didn't  even  read  the 
script.  This  was  my  first 

chance  to  get  to  _ 

the  West  and  1 

had  a  most  won-  Cl 

derful  time.  My 

parents  were  in  mar 

Geneva,  but  I  maC 

wasn't  allowed  to  Htp 

visit  them  there.  1 1 

“Soon,  though.  PYnf 

I  was  getting 
good  pans  in  t 

Russian  pictures  iiiwnu 

and  becoming 
known.  1  played 
a  currency  pros-  , 

tituie  in  Pyotr  WIGCr 

Todorowsky’s  ^ 
Intergirl,  and  the  _ 

leading  role  in  Igor  Tal anion's 
Autumn  in  Chertanova.  My 
most  rewarding  part  during 
that  time  was  in  Cynics,  from  a 
novel  by  Marierihof  that  had 
been  banned  throughout  the 
Soviet  period. 

“Then,  in  1992  I  was  invited 
to  audition  for  the  Chicago 
production  of  A  Slip  of  the 
Tongue.  They  wanted  people 
from  different  countries  who 
spake  good  English,  and  a 
Iithuanian  director  in  London 
recommended  me  to  the  Eng¬ 
lish  director  of  the  production. 
Simon  Stokes.  I  flew  in  from 
Moscow,  auditioned  and  flew 
back  next  day.  Anyway  I  got 
the  part  and  we  opened  in 
Chicago  in  February  1992. 
then  transferred  to  London, 
where  we  played  for  four 


C  They 
made  me 
drive  an 
expensive 
motorboat, 
and  I 

wrecked  it  ? 


months  at  the  Shaftesbury.” 

The  following  year  she  mar¬ 
ried  Srokes.  “We  had  ten  days' 
honeymoon  in  France  and  I 
went  straight  off  to  Moscow  ro 
shoor  Katia  Ismailova.  The 
shoot  was  only  two  months, 
but  after  that  I  went  immed¬ 
iately  into  Burnt  by  the  Sun." 
it  was  more  than  six  months 
before  Dapkunaite  returned  to 
make  her  permanent  home  in 
Crouch  End.  London,  and  to 
be  Mrs  Stokes  in  earnest. 

Directors  dearly  enjoy 
working  with  her  (the  scripts 
of  Cynics  and  Katia  were 
written  specifically  for  her). 

_  despite  a  self- 

confessed  pre- 
ICY  disposition  to 

J  accidents  which 

»  me  hardly  goes  with 

the  striking  deli- 
a  op  cacy  and  grace  of 

*  her  appearance. 

,qiVp  She  says  that 

vc  John  Malkovich. 

r  t  who  starred  in  A 

Dual,  gup  0f  the  Ton- 

i  j  gue  and  later  di- 

*  1  reeled  her  in 

•  .  Libra,  “insists 

iU  it  “  that  nothing  is 

Inge-proof. 

“ ™ "  “In  On  Dan¬ 

gerous  Ground  they  made  me 
drive  an  expensive  motorboat, 
and  I  drove  it  onto  the  shore 
and  wrecked  it.  There's  a  scene 
in  Burnt  by  the  Sun  where  I 
simply  have  ro  rake  an  antique 
jug  and  pour  water  on 
Mikhalkov's  hands,  then  give 
him  a  towel  and  a  silk  shirt  l 
managed  to  drop  the  jug  and 
smash  it  Then  in  my  nervous¬ 
ness  1  started  picking  at  the 
towel,  which  was  also  antique. 
I  tore  it  in  two.  To  save  further 
accident  l  put  the  silk  shirr 
down  on  a  stool.  I  didn’t  notice 
it  had  just  been  painted. 

‘And  did  i  tell  you  how, 
when  I  went  up  to  take  my 
place  on  stage  for  the  Russian 
Academy  Award,  I  knocked 
over  an  entire  front  row  of 
empty  seats?" 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  FEBRUARY  1 1996 


i 


■  OPERA  1 

One  hundred  years 
after  its  premiere, 
Puccini’s 
La  Boheme 
remains  a  weepie 
sans  pareil 


M  OPERA  2 

After  the  rugby 
and  the  male 
modelling,  Jeremy 
Guscott  turns 
opera  presenter 
for  the  BBC 


■  OPERA  3 

One  for  shameless 
hedonists:  Covent 
Garden  revives  . 
Samt-Saens^s. 
luscious  Samson 
etDalila 


■  MUSIC 

At  the  South  Bank; 
another  night 

of  relentless 

repetition  from ' 
Michael  Nyman 
and  his  band  ' 


’s 

guide  to  how 
to  tackle  Mimi 

Simon  Tait  on  why  rugby  star 
Jeremy  Guscott  is  the  right  man  to 
teach  children  about  opera 


V' 


* 

.  -1  It 

i,.  1 1'»* 

> .  V 


A  contemporary  Italian  newspaper  illustration  shows  Puccini  waiting  in  tile  wings  at  the  first  performance  of  his  masterpiece,  in  the  Teatro  Regio,  Turin,  on  February  1, 1896 

This  is  the  real  life,  this  fantasy 


A  hundred  years  old  today.  La 
Bohime  remains  probably 
the  most  popular  opera  ever 
written.  There  is  competi¬ 
tion  from  The  Marriage  of  Figaro. 
Carmen ,  perhaps  La  traviata .  but 
Boheme  has  the  unfair  advantage  of 
being  able  to  survive  even  a  poor 
performance.  No  matter  how  indif¬ 
ferently  sung  or  staged,  n  stiff  strikes 
home.  It  is  the  Swan  Lake  of  opera. 

Everyone  loves  it  all  great  singers 
have  loved  tt  and  sung  it:  manage¬ 
ments  love  it  because  audiences  love 
it  it  is  in  the  repertory  of  every  opera 
company  in  the  world  and  is  virtually 
guaranteed  to  sell  out.  Audiences  love 
it  so  much  that  they  become  danger¬ 
ously  proprietorial,  and  woe  betide 
any  director  who  deviates  from  the 
traditional  picturesque-romantic 
style  of  presentation.  A  production  at 
Sadler’s  Wells  in  1962  rashly  attempt¬ 
ed  to  reproduce  on  stage  the  squalor 
and  poverty  implied  in  the  text,  and  it 
was  quickly  dropped. 

More  recently,  Steven  Pimlotl 
staged  an  abstract,  non-rep  resen  ta- 
tjonal  Boheme  for  ENO.  which  was 
ill-received  —  by  most  of  the  press,  at 
least.  (I  thought  it  extremely  penetrat¬ 
ing.)  But  that’s  the  point  a  merely 
picturesque-romantic  sentimental 
opera  would  not  have  exerted  so 
powerful  a  grip  on  the  imagination  of 
mass  audiences  for  a  whole  century. 
There  has  to  be  more  to  it 
Even  on  the  surface  its  appeal  is  as 
powerful  as  it  Is  obvious:  the  opera  is 
ostensibly  about  young  love,  or 
perhaps  more  properly  young 
“lurre".  Although  it  is  nowhere  stated 
that  when  Mimi  and  Rodolfo  meet 
they  are  both  falling  in  love  for  the 
first  time,  that  is  the  way  Puccini 
presents  it  and  the  way  audiences 
take  it,  and  the  memory  of  first  love  is 


Rodney  M lines  sends  a  congratulatory  telegram  on  the 
centenary  of  La  Boheme,  the  world’s  favourite  opera 


a  trauma  mast  people  would  prefer  to 
forget  —  outside,  that  is.  that  comfort¬ 
ing  womb  of  memory  called  “the 
theatre”.  The  young,  especially,  re¬ 
spond  to  that  first  meeting  and 
everything  that  ensues  with  a  deep 
sense  of  identification,  f  remember 
long  ago  lecturing  a  group  of  teen¬ 
agers  on  Boheme,  and  we  had  to 
pause  for  five  minutes  while  one  of 
the  students  went  off  to  the  lavatory 
for  a  jolly  good  ay  (Puccini'S  fault, 
not  mine,  honest  guv). 

Boheme  provokes  no  less  powerful 
reactions  among  the  no-longer- 
young.  simply  via  memory.  Weve  all 
been  there,  done  that  like  Marcello 
in  the  third  act.  we  have  all  had  to 
listen  helplessly  to  first  one  side's 
version,  then  the  other’s,  of  why  a 
relationship  is  falling  apart,  and  tike 
Marcello  scurried  off  as  soon  as  was 
decently  possible.  Mimics  Donde 
lieta.  or  "Farewell”  in  which  she 
gives  RodoUb  Instructions  for  the 
removal  of  her  belongings  from  his 
flat  fill  send  the  concierge  for  them”) 
and  her  “senza  rancor"  —  no  hard 
feelings  —  must  strike  an  answering 
chord  in  every  human  breast  Veris- 
mo  is  a  bogus  and  self-contradictory 
term  —  all  theatre  is  illusion  —  but 
there  is  abundant  near-unbearable 
human  truth  in  these  episodes. 

Yet  there  is  more  to  Boh&me  than 
identification  or  memory.  Puccini  is 
one  of  the  great  manipulators  of 
audiences.  The  first  thing  Mimi  does 
on  entering  is  collapse  from  short¬ 
ness  of  breath.  Even  if  we  have  not 
read  the  programme  synopsis,  we 
have  been  told  that  she  is  not  long  for 


this  world,  and  that  everything  that 
happens  thereafter,  including  that 
rapturous  musical  depiction  of  first 
love,  has  to  be  taken  in  that  context 
Beneath  that  maybe  bland  conceit 
there  is  rich,  frequently  overlooked 
detail  in  the  Giacnsa  and  Dlica 
libretto,  and  since  the  piece  is 


6  Rodolfo  will  play 
a  large  part  in 
my  forthcoming 
study.  The 
Tenor  as  Rati 


ostensibly  “realistic"  we  should  be 
constantly  asking  why  things  hap¬ 
pen.  Why  is  Mimi’s  introduction  to 
the  Famous  Four  in  the  second  act 
framed  by  the  toy-seller  Ptopi goal's 
ay?  (Obvious.)  Why  do  the  children 
laugh  raucously  precisely  when  they 
do?  (Rodolfo  has  just  told  Mimi  a 
whopper.)  Why.  more  crucially,  is 
there  all  that  rumpus  on  the  stairs  in 
the  first  act  —  Colline  falling  over, 
Rodolfo  calling  down  to  his  friends? 
It  tells  Mimi  that  Rodolfo  is  alone  in 
die  garret  —  die  shy  knock  on  the 
door,  the  feeble  excuse,  die  ominous 
collapse  follow  a  few  seconds  later. 

She.  then,  is  making  die  running, 
and  the  ensuing  courtship  is  horribly 
revealing.  After  proper  introductions 


in  the  two  arias.  Rodolfo  is  all  for 
instant  copulation  ("Sei  mial”).  Mimi 
has  repeated  the  word  “lonely”  in  her 
aria — tenors  tend  not  to  listen  —  and 
wants  a  bit  more,  shyly  asking  if  she 
might  join  him,  with  implied  copula¬ 
tion  (the  price  to  be  .paid)  later. 

This  elicits  the  first  known  sighting 
of  the  phrase  "but  baby,  iris  cold 
outside”  —  "Oe  freddo  foori”.  Talk 
about  verismo!  Here,  in  a  few 
seconds,  is  what  it  would  take  a  dozen 
soriologicaJ  treatises  to  tell  us  about 
differences  between  the  genders. 
Mimi  wins  that  round. 

She  also  homes  straight  in  an  the 
Marcetio-Musetta  imbroglio  at  Cafe 
Mom  us,  which  everyone  else  sees  as 
free  entertainment  of  the  most  farci¬ 
cally  delightful  kind:  "The  poor  girl’s 
desperately  in  love  with  him  . . .  I’m 
sorry  for  her”.  This  is  a  glowing 
example  of  female  insight  and  gender . 
solidarity,  hidden  in  the  ensemble 
after  Musette'S  waltz  song.  Therein 
ties  the  opera’s  only  arguable  techni¬ 
cal  fault  a  great  deal  happens  by  way 
of  character  development  in  the 
libretto  of  the  short  second  act  but 
the  way  Puccini  sets  the  words  means 
that  not  ail  of  it  gets  across. 

The  element  of  gender  war  is 
developed  in  the  third  act  in  the 
supremely  painful  scene  where 
Marcello  provokes  RodoUb  into  fac¬ 
ing  his  responsibility  for  the  break-up 
and  the  ajjproaching  tragedy.  At  first 
it’s  all  "Muni's  a  tart  and  I’m  bored 
with  her”,  but  eventually  he  is  forced 
to  admit  to  unreasoned  jealousy  and 
general  helplessness:  their  poverty, 
their  cold-water  flat  has  done  the 


poor  girl’s  lungs  no  good  at  all,  but 
he's  not  prepared  to  do  anything 
about  it  —  like  get  a  job.  Rodolfo  wfll 
play  a  large  part  in  my  forthcoming 
study.  The  Tenor  as  Rat. 

And  there.  1  suspect,  lies  a  large 
proportion  of  Bohime’s  appeal,  to 
men  at  least  —  it  would  be  imperti¬ 
nent  to  speak  fix*  women,  although 
the  formerly  mentioned  student  was 
female.  ft*s  a  straight  matter  of  guilt, 
and  the  theatre  is  more  comfortable, 
though  alas  no  longer  cheaper,  than 
the  psychoanalysts  couch. 

The  notion  of  dropping  out. 
which  is  what  Puccini*  eter¬ 
nal  students  are  doing. . 
comes  (or  came)  perhaps 
more  naturally  to  males,  and  in 
Murgert  novel  they  all  drop  in  again 
when  it  suits  them,  make  bourgeois 
marriages  and  enjoy  financial  stabil¬ 
ity.  Fine  —  that’s  their  choice,  iris  just 
a  pity  about  that  girt  who  died.  Her 
choice  Was  not  to  die  alone,  and  she 
manages  it  by  a  whisker,  with 
precious  little  help  from  her  friends. 

Puccini  knocked  about  a  bit  as  a 
young  man  (and  as  an  old  man.  too) 
and  knew  perfectly  well  what  he  was 
up  to,  repaying  one  or  two  old  debts 
on  behalf  of  the  human  race.  1 
exaggerate,  as  always,  but  Boh&me 
mounts  an  irresistibly  powerful  two¬ 
pronged  attack  on  the  emotions:  as 
wdj  as  being  a  poetic,  romantic, 
prodigiously  melodious  opera,  it  has 
one  or  two  uncomfortable  things  to 
say  about  the  way  human  bongs 
treat  each  other  the  betrayals,  the 
selfish  excuses,  the  heartless  prevari¬ 
cations.  Been  there,  done  that?  My 
goodness, yes ... 

•A  centenary  production  of  la  Boheme 
runs  from  tonight  to  February  10  at  the 
Albert  Hall  (0171-539620) 


B  ritish  adults  are  being 
hugely  entertained  by 
die  internal  agonies  of 
the  Royal  Opera  House,  as 
exposed  on  BBC2.  Now  child¬ 
ren  are  m  get  thefrown  peep  at 
Covent  Garden  on  the  same 
-channel  from  next  Sunday 
morning. 

Thejapproach,  though,  wfiT 
be  different  Instead  of  the 
Wood  sport  that  the  fly-on-the- 
wall  television  of  The  House 
has  turned  out  to  be.  Top 
Score  is  going  to  be  clean 
balfpfay  of  the  sort  personified 
■  by  Jeremy  Guscott.  the  Eng¬ 
land  rugby  centre.  . 

Over  six  episodes  the  series 
will  acmmpariy  Guscott  as  he 
peks  his  way  through  what  is.  - 
to  him.  an  unknown  world,  as 
a  productiotf  df  La  Boheme  is 
put  together.  We  follow  its 
stars  —  Cynthia  Haymon. 
Nancy  Gustafson  and  Roberto 
Alagna  .—  as  they  work  to¬ 
wards  a  specially  filmed  per¬ 
formance. 

The  stars  also  reflect  on 
their  own  childhood  attitudes 

to  opera.  •  “I  hated  it.” 
Gustafson  says.  “Well.  90  per 
cent  of  the  population  would 
be  bored  tiy  a  bunch,  of  trig,  fat 
singers  douig  nothing.” 

The  camera  also  follows  the 
stars  behind  the  scones,  such 
as  David  Syrus,  head  of  music 
for  the  Royal  Opera.  Stuart 
Maunder,  the  director  of  the 
production,  and  Jonathan 
Waterfidd.  the  senior  stage 
manager.  The  programmes  . 
ask  questions  posed  by  child¬ 
ren:  are  there  really  only  three 
great  tenors  around?  How  do. 
you  make  scenery  sad?  And 
what  does  Mimi  a dually  die 
of? 

The  series  was  bora  out  of  a 
chat  between  old  friends: 
Fauline  Tam  Wing,  who  jointly 
runs  Covent  Garden’s  educa¬ 
tion  department  and  Nel  Ro¬ 
mano,  producer/director  for 
BBC  children's  television.  In 
1991  they  collaborated  on  a 
three-pa rter  called  Mozart  is 
Alive  and  Well  and  Living  in 
Milton  Keynes,  which  won  the 
Royal  Television  Society's 
award  for  best  factual  chil¬ 
dren's  programme. 

The  connection  between 
high  culture  and  sport  is  not  as 
bizarre  as  one  might  flunk. 
Luciano  Pavarottis  recording 
of  Nessun  Dorma  became  the 
anthem  of  the  1990  football 
World  Cup,  and  the  mental 
leap  from  the  round-ball  game 
to  the  oval  was' easily  accom¬ 
plished.  “It  was  important  to 
make  the  programme  non¬ 
exclusive.  and  we  thought  that 
by  having  all  these  sporting 
associations  we  might  indude 
a  lot  more  people,"  Romano 
says.  -  . 

The  sporting  theme  is  fol¬ 


lowed  through  to  die  extent  of 
having  Guscott  introduce  him¬ 
self  from  the  <?mndsia/u/ set, 
and  the  essential  participation 
of  children  indudes  “after- 
match”  commentaries  by  pan¬ 
els  of  13year-oids. 

Guscott  practically  cast 
himself  fin-  his  role.  Romano 
wanted  a  sports  personality 
who  was  young  and  who  had 
.no  knowledge  of  opera  but 
preferably  had  some  on-screen 
experience,  and  Tambiing 
wanted  someone  to  appeal  to 
girts  as  much  as  boys. 

Footballers,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  were  seen  as  being 
too  faddish  for  a  mixed  audi¬ 
ence  and  less  articulate  than 


THE  title  of  Michael 
Nyman’S  latest  album  is 
Noises,  Sounds  ©  Sweet  Airs. 
Adjective  apart,  that  is  an 
accurate  enough  description 
of  the  work.  But  whether  the 
score  belongs  in  the  concert 
hall  is  another  matter  Tues¬ 
day’s  performance  on  the 
South  Bank  suggested  that  it 
might  be  more  at  home,  like 
much  of  Nyman's  music,  in 
the  cinema. 

In  fact  it  is  a  reworking  of 
Nyman'S  opera-ballet.  La 
Princesse  de  Milan,  based, 
as  the  new  title  discloses,  on 
The  Tempest.  In  his  pro¬ 
gramme  note,  Nyman  as¬ 
sures  us  that  nothing  from 
his  soundtrack  for  Peter 
Greenaway’s  film  Prospero's 
Books  had  been  re-used,  and 
he  should  know  better  than 
anyone. 

Bur  it  is  hard  to  tell.  as  few 
other  composers  have  writ¬ 
ten  so  much  of  such  tittle 


Dreary  trip  from 
Bard  to  worse 


m 


Nyman  Band 
Festival  Hall 


variety  and  narrow  range  of 
expression.  Certainly  he  is 
not  recycling  dead  compos¬ 
ers  here:  for  better  or  worse, 
this  is  pure  Nyman. 

Indeed.  Nyman's  adher¬ 
ents  —  and  Tuesday’s  turn¬ 
out  brought  a  reminder  that 
there  is  clearly  no  shortage  of 
them  —  must  be  easy  to 
please,  for  there  are  no  fresh 
ideas  in  Noises.  Sounds  & 


Sweet  Airs.  The  music  is 
unrelenting,  over-amplified 
and  played  at  one  unvarying 
dynamic  level. 

Each  beat  of  the  bar  is 
hammered  home  with  equal 
emphasis,  and  textures  .are 
thick,  with  most  of  the  instru¬ 
ments  playing  most  of  the 
time  Whether  a  number  is 
slushy  Iff  by  your  Art),  frenet¬ 
ic  (This  damned  wilch  Syco- 
rax),  or  sounds  like  a 
Muzakal  battering-ram  {Tis 
his  custom  in  the  afternoon), 
the  emotional  effect  is  about 
thesam& 

That  must  be  what  the 
composer  wants,  for  he  was 
on  the  platform  directing  the 


conscientious  Michael  Ny¬ 
man  Band  and  three  vocal 
soloists.  None  of  the  singers 
was  flatteringly  amplified, 
though  the  tenor  Christopher 
Gillett  emerged  best  of  alL 
Catherine  Bolt’s  “white”  so¬ 
prano  tone  and  the  coarse 
contralto  of  Hilary  Summers 
were  cruelly  emphasised. 

As  in  the  opera-ballet,  the 
singers  are  carriers  of  the  text 
rather  than  characters.  It  is 
mostly  Shakespeare’s  spoken 
lines  they  are  given,  since  the 
songs  from  The  Tempest  had 
already  received  the  Nyman 
treatment  in  Prospero's 
Books. 

But  it  seems  a  little  point¬ 
less  to  set  the  Bard  and  then 
allow  only  a  tiny  fraction  of 
the  words  to  oome  across. 
Lacking  any  dramatic  vitali¬ 
ty,  this  performance  was  dull 
even  by  Nyman’s  standards. 

John  Allison 


Philistines  have  all  the  fun 


As  heady  a  brew  of 
sex  ’n’  religion  as  ever 
came  out  of  the  1 9th 
century,  Saint-Sagns’s  biblical 
Opera  is  always  welcome  back 
on  the  Covent  Garden  stage, 
arid  now  that  Philistines  are 
on  the  rampage  again,  it  is 
curiously  topical  as  well.  In 
the  opera  they  are  defeated,  by 
a  whisker  and  not  before 
having  some  of  the  best  tunes: 
we  wul  see  what  happens  in 
real  life,  whatever  that  may  be. 

Tuesday's  revival  was  nota¬ 
ble  for  musical  values  rather 
than  anything  else.  The  15- 
year-old  Moshirtsky  produc¬ 
tion  is  looking  a  tittle  frayed 
and  the  marvellous  Sidney 
Nolan  decor  depends  to  a 
large  extent  on  subtle  lighting, 
which  was  not  forthcoming. 

.  Orchestraily  the  perfor¬ 
mance  started  a  trifle  coolly  — 


David 

Storey’s 

legendary 

epic 

a.  miracle  of 
the  theatre J 
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though  Terry  Edwards’s 
chorus  was  on  lusty  form 
throughout  —  but  with  the 
entrance  of  Robert  Lloyds 
orotund  Old  Hebrew  and  the 
accompaniment  to  DalilaS 
Spring  aria,  the  instrumental 
juices  started  to  flow  under 
Jacques  Detacdte,  who  knows 
what  this  score  is  about  and 
what  if  can  yield.  _  , 

Softly  awakes  my  heart  was 
real  double-bed  music,  with  ' 
silk  sheets  and  an  overhead 
mirror  thrown  m  (musically.  I 
hasten  to  add.  not  on  stage), 
and  the  shamelessly  hedonis¬ 
tic  Baccbanale,  for  which  ev¬ 
ery  Hollywood  composer  must 
bless  Saint-Saens  when  faced 
with  a  movie  set  south  of 
Gibraltar,  went  with  a  defr- 
dously  lubricious  swing. 

The  title  roles  were  mosr 
engagingly  sung.  Markella  • 
Hatzaano,  heroine  of  the  now 
legendary  Colin  Davis  Tro¬ 
jans  concerts  of  two  years  ago, 
was  making  her  Royal  Opera 
defart  The  Greek  mezzo's 
healthy,  firm,  youthful  tone  is 
exciting  in  itself,  as  yet  fruitier 
at  the  top  (two  absolutely 
spiffing  B  fiats)  than  at  the 
bottom,  but  ideally  even  in 
spread.  The  Rita  Goer  chest 
tones  wfll  come  later. 

Her  stage  manner  is  also 
healthy,  based  on  a  sunny 
smile  redolent  more  of 
Roedean  than  the  Valley  of 


Soreck,  but  with  singing  so 
assured  and  smooth  you  can 
forgive  aJot,  and  her  forth¬ 
coming  Amnerises  are  await¬ 
ed  with  impatience. 

Jose  Cura  is  picking  up  a  lot 
of  dates  that  the  Three  Ttadrs 
cannot  or  wfll  not  manage  and 
is  proving  himself  a  worthy 
Fourth.  An  earlier  problem  of 
unfocused  pitch  when  singing 
softly  is  receding,  and.  the 
great  thing  is  thathe  does  sing 
softly:  much  of  the  erotic 
charge  of  the  second  act  was 
tbe  result  of  his  sensitive 
caressing  of  tbe  voral  fines. 

At  foil  throttle  the  sound  is 
thrilling  and  this  big.  hand¬ 
some  man  certainly  brings  a 


Victor  Mature  dimension  to 
his  portrayal  of  Samson, 
cheerfully  flaunting  as  much 
lower  limb  as  the  dancers  in 
ibe  Bacchanale.  (And  not  all  of 
it  that  low  —  i  have  not  seen  so 
much  tenor  rump  rat  the 
Gwent  Garden  ■  stage  since 
Peter  Hoffmann  accidentally 
exposed  himself  in  Parsifal.) 

Gregory  Yurisfeh  was  an 
incisive,  wonderfully  dotty 
High  Priest  and  a  plainly  flu- 
ridden  Roderick  Earle  just 
about  got  through  Abimefech, 
bless  him.  A  voral.  choral  and 
orchestral  feast  —  pity  about 
the  visuals.- 

Rodney  Milnes 


DONALD  COOPER 


.  Jeremy  Guscott  sprints 
. .  into  unknown  territory 

rugby  players,  while  cricket 
and  tennis  were  deemed  to  be 
not  universal  enough.  A  straw 
poll  of  various  daughters  and 
assistants  led  to  the  decision. 

The  propinquity  of  The 
House  said  Top  Score  is  coinci¬ 
dental:  the  former  was  origi¬ 
nally.  scheduled  for  last 
autumn,  while  the  latter  was 
always  planned  to  coincide 
with  La  Bohime's  centenary. 

Tambling’s  organisation 
will  continue  to  spread  the 
word,  bringing  teachers  and  <_ 
schoolchildren  to  Govern 
Garden  and  going  out  them-  - 
selves  to  schools  to  hold  work¬ 
shops  and  give  talks.  This 
month,  the  Royal  Opera  will 
begin  working  with  Hand  14- 
year-old  girls  in  a  South 
London  secondary  school  as 
they  create  their  own  La 
traviata. 

“Whar  you  can’t  get  in  a 
theatre  is  the  human  back¬ 
ground  to  a  production  which 
you  can  with  television.” 
Tambiing  rays.  “But  television 
doesn’t  replace  the  live  experi¬ 
ence.  The  object  of  Top  Score 
is  to  encourage  more  children 
to  see  live  opera.” 

•  Top  Score  begins  on  BBC2  this 
Sunday  at  1L 
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Prisoner  of  passion:  blinded,  humiliated  and  enslaved, 
Samson  Pos6  Cura)  is  shackled  to  the  treadmill 
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*  THEATRE  ! 

Overiongand 
Unnecessary:  ■ 
Simon  Callow’s 
RSC  staging  of 
Les  Enf ante 
is  paradise  lost 


■  THEATRE  2 

Dario  Fo’s 
Accidental  Death 
fails  to  ignite 
in  a  lacklustre 
new  staging  at 
the  Contact 


ARTS 


■  CHOICE  1  . 

Saskia  Reeves 
stars  in  Stephen 
Poliakoffs  play. 
Sweet  Panic 

VENUE:  Now  in  preview 
at  the  Hampstead  Theatre 


■  CHOICE  2 

Semyon  Bychkov 
brings  his  Paris 
Orchestra  for  two 
London  concerts 

VENUE:  Tonight  and 
tomorrow  at  the  Barbican 


Ijjjj'ATRE:  Benedict  Nightingale  aches  through  a  long  adaptation  of  a  classic  film 

Callow  or 
Came?  It’s 
no  contest 


One  of  Orson 
Welles’S  more  luna¬ 
tic  endeavours  was 
transposing  Mobv 
Dick,  white  whale  and  aU.  to 
the  stage.  That  has  not  fright¬ 
ened  his  biographer,  the  esti¬ 
mable  Simon  Callow,  from 
venturing  further  up  tire 
slopes  erf  impossibility  and 
creating  a  still  more  massive 
folly  oo  the  mduiitain-top.  He 
has  adapted  arid  directed 
Marcel  Cam&’s  great  film  for 
the  RSC  and  die  result  is  what 
we  had  hoped  against  hope  it 
would  not  be:  ambitious  but 
turgid  and,  at  four .  and  a 
quarter  hours,  far  top  long. 

It  is -not  that  Callow  has 
failed  in  fidelity  to  his  original. 

‘  On  -  tile  Jiomage 

^buldTtardl^ttemqre  dedicat- 
i;,ed  atKi  is 

missing  or,  is  far  as  1  can  tell. 
Padded.  There  are. times  when 
''jpni  can  almost  hear the 
Subtitles  talking  to  you.  Cer- 
•Jiainly,.  the  plot  itself  remains 
intact  even  where  the  odd  snip 
■*  or  trim  vrouM"  surely.  have 
^been  welcomed  by  the  backs 
,  and  bottoms  assembled  in  the 
C-jB^rbican.-  •  .  • 

^.The.  .actor  Lemalfre  (James 
‘  -foonsfoy)  sfillhds  ah  affitirwHh 
femme  fatale  Garajgte 
(Helen  :_  McCror^,  who'  is 
guilelessly  worshipped  by  die 
besotted  mirne-Baptiste  fRu-  ■ 
pert  Graves)  and  regarded  as 
their  jrftperfyrfirst  by  flie  evil 
Lacenaire  {Joseph  Fiennes) 
and  then  by  the  elegant  Count 
de  Monteray  (Jtones  Faulk¬ 
ner).  Jealousies,  and  angers 
still  erupt  in  the^  riotous  the¬ 
atres  and  pellmdf' 'streets  of 
19th-century  Pans.  Like  the 
movie.  Callows  production 
aspires  to  be  intimate  yet  epic.; 
But  here  is  the.  jrfoblein.  V 


Les  Enfants  dn 
Paradis  : 
Barbican 


Romantic  melodrama,  or  at 
.least  tins  romantic  melodra¬ 
ma.  .  proves  less  flexible  on¬ 
stage  than  onscreen,  Evety- 
•  thing  occurs  bn  Robin  Don’s 
alL-tunber  set,  a  great  grey 
jungle  gym  that  creaks  around 
to  become  a  playhouse;1  a  low  . 
dive.. a  seedy  lodging  house, 
anything.  But  the  lack  of  dose- 
ups  means  that  we  miss  the 
melting,  shifting,  shimmering 
faces. of  the  characters:  as  they . 
are  tilted  this  way  and  that  by 
Vamour.  -We  ahm  miss  the  ■' 
mess  and-,  hubbub  of  die 
^street  of  a  miDjoa  mutfders” 
that  a:myriad  French  extras 
provided  and  4  smallish, 
clearush  British  cast  cannot 
offer.  Moreover,  atmospheric 
film  music  too  often  substi¬ 
tutes  for  the  energy  and  urgen¬ 
cy  .  that  would  have  come 
welling  from  Carrie's  black- 
and-white  befruloid  even  if  his 
entire  orchestra  had  been; 
■fired.  •'  '•  -•  • 

he.  acting  is  unewai, 

■:  ■  toorGraves,  fbDawing 
where  "Jean-Louis 
Barrauh  led  'in  1943, 
makes  a  droopy,  dull  Baptiste; 
and  his  'miming,  which  is 
described  as  masterly  :  by  an  . 
envious  fellow  thesp,.  never 
b^ins  to  endain  the  roaring 
erf  the.  stalk:  toto  balcony. 
Sylvestra  Le  Touzel  is  stiff  and 
iB-at-ease  as  the  girl  to  whom 
he  makes  a  loveless  marriage. 
Purefays  Lemaitre  has  spry 
moments  but  too  little  of  the 
charisma*  and  dangerous  fun 


Overweening  ambition:  Rupert  Graves  (top),  Helen  McCrory  and  Joseph  Fiennes 


-.you  might  expect  from  Parted 
counterpart  of  otir  own  Ed¬ 
mund  Kean. 

'  .There  toe  two  successes. 
One  is  Rennes,  wonderfully 
silky  and  gloating  as  a  psycho¬ 
path  who  seems  to  have  ac¬ 
quired  his  philosophy  partly 
from  Nietzsche.-  partly  from 
Genet,  partly  from  some  de¬ 
mented  kindergarten.  The  oth¬ 
er  is  McCrory  in  the  role 
originally  created  by  one  of  the 


most  extraordinary  of  all 
French  actresses.  She  does  not 
have  Arletty'S  glamour  (who 
does?)  and  seems  at  times  to  be 
mimicking  her  creamy  smile; 
but  same  of  the  same  confi¬ 
dence  and  resilience  is  there. 

This  matters  because  the 
most  modem  aspect  of  Les 
Enfanis  du  Paradis  is  surely 
Garance's  determination  to  do 
and  be  what  she  likes,  where 
she  likes,  in  defiance  of  social 


convention  or  male  expecta¬ 
tion.  In  the  early  1940s  she  was 
fell  to  embody  the  spirit  of 
occupied  but  unbowed  France. 
Today  it  is  easier  to  see  the 
film  as  a  protest  against  what 
she  herself  calls  the  “harness'" 
of  marriage  and  domesticity. 
But  you  do  not  need  to  go  to 
the  Barbican  to  get  the  point 
The  video  will  more  than  do. 
9  This  review  appeared  in  late 
editions  yesterday 


ario  Fb  wrote  this!  deadly  - 
serious  farce:  nr  1970,;  soon 
after  anianarchist  ijv  Milan, 
flew  out  of  the'  fcniitiiSbbr'^  - 

the  police  headquarters  where  he  wis  ; 
being  interrogated  and  landed  dead  m. 
thecourtyanf  Ahdtofihadexplbdaiat.  * 
a  bank,  planted  there  by  three  Fascists,  . 
but  the  police  -chose  to  regard  the  . 
anarchist  as  guilty,  as  did  tht^udidaIy;,  •• 
his  colleague  had  the  good  fortune  not  * 
to  be  taken  to  the  fourth  ftooivbut  spent 
the  next  ten  years  in  jafl. 

The  means  that  Fb  employs  to  mock 
the  police  are  mgenious. but  Berganibi 
Twist’s.  lacklustre  production  shows- 
that  the  play  needs  more  .-than  a 
hyperactive-  -central  performance  -  to  ; 
sustain  our  interest  Mr  Hyperactive 
here  is  David  Verrey,  in  shape  some¬ 
thing  between  Zero  Mostel  and  a  curly- 
haired  whale,  playing  the  character 


a 


known  as  die  Mani¬ 
ac,  He  is  mad  but 
tior’nor’west,  -  and 
can  teU  a  crook  from 
a  cover-up.-.  A  com¬ 
pulsive  fantasist.. 
with*  relish  for  role  play,  he  pretends 
to  be  a.High  Court  Judge  come  to  insert 
some  credibility,  into  the  police  force’s, 
contradictory  evidence.  His  suave  logic 
further  confuses  theirversian  of  events, 
and  the  accelerating  farce  exposes  the 
ugly  political  reality. 

Since  arrested  persons  still  contrive 


Accidental  Death  of 
anAnarchist 
Contact,  Manchester 


to  die  while  in  police 
custody,  the  play’s 
concerns  ought  still 
to  be  relevant.  What 
Twist  does,  or  fails  to 
do.  with  the  material 
certainly  spoils  its  chances,  but  Fo 
himself  is  responsible  for  much  of  the 
damage.  The  prologue  tediously  elabo¬ 
rates  on  the  Maniac’s  past  behaviour 
— -  during  which  time  Verrey  overuses 
his  Tommy  Cooper  grin  —  and  when 
Fo  makes  him  change  disguise  from 
judge  to  scientist,  giving  him  a  glass 


eye.  false  hair  and  wooden  leg,  all  of 
which  come  loose,  the  comedy  shifts 
gear  into  silliness.  It  just  is  not  the  case, 
as  one  critic  hopes  to  persuade  us,  that 
the  misadventures  with  the  eye  point  to 
the  seriousness  of  what  is  happening 
elsewhere  on  the  stage. 

In  the  middle  region  of  the  play  Fb  is 
at  his  best,  and  so  is  Verrey,  as  his  false 
Judge  reduces  the  police  to  blubbering 
panic.  But  the  rest  of  the  company  give 
dull  performances,  virtually  from  start 
to  finish.  Urtle  attempt  is  made  to 
make  them  sound  or  look  like  Italians, 
except  when  they  are  forced  to  sing  the 
Anarchist’s  Hymn,  which  Twist  per¬ 
versely  declines  to  translate  into  Eng¬ 
lish.  Pbssibly  the  play  is  past  its  shelf 
life.  The  packaging  of  this  version 
makes  me  think  so. 

Jeremy  Kingston 


LONDON 

SWEET  PANIC  Ftfsi  rughl  of  pfavi9W6 
lor  SaUog  RKrves  its  a  uaubtrO  mother 
OsWufii  h  chid  psycholojpsr  /Hamel 
Wdna  r  m  Stephen  PoWkrfi':.  play  abcufl 
if*  l trams  cl  nie  m  toda/i  London 
■Pohetntt  aioo  directs 
Hampstead,  jjivtss  Cottage  Centre. 
NW3  (Q171-72P  93011  Prewrw.  begin 
Petr !.  8pm.  ma'  Sel  4 pm  Opens  Feb 
B,  ?pm  7hOTMon-Sa.epm;niai5aI 

■ipm  Q 

THE  CHANGING  ROOM  Rrel  ruptu  at 

ptewewL.  too.  tu  David  Stored  s 
‘asaruunB  play  atoui  a  ruijby  league 
team  prapofing  tor  the  weeWv  gams 
JamL-o  Mscdortoia  directs  the  thud  n 

the  season  ol  Royal  Court  Gaiacs 

Duka  of  York's.  Si  Menu's  Lana.  WC2 
(0171R36  512Ci  Tonight- Tue.  7.30pm. 
mat  Sal,  3pm.  Opens  Feb  7.  uftrS  Brier 
30  ® 

PARIS  DOUBLE:  The  Cichestte  de 
Parte  has  its  upf.  and ctowns  bur  EirH 
come?  lo  the  ferbean  at  pat  at  rho 
"Great  Cwcneslrap  ol  theWcntd '  senes. 
Semyun  Bychkov,  as  youngish  and 
persocucds  muse  eftedea .  leads  n  in 
hcpefuRy  Cuoyanl  tom  through 
MaJ-ier  s  Rerurrcflion  S/mphony 
lorngfn.  and  a  programme  erf  Gilbert 
Amy  (a  Brttisti  prermfiej,  Mendabsotvi  s 
VoKn  Concerto  and  The  Rob  ot  Spring 
toman  mi  ManmVgngeitHESlK 
sotasr 


TODAY’S  CHOICE 


A  dally  guide  to  arts 
and  entertainment 
complied  by  Kris  Anderson 


Bartrfcan.  S*  Suont.  EC£  (01  n  <36 
8B3U-  Tcrigtn  ana  hi.  7  30pm  g) 

ELSEWHERE 

BRISTOL  Piani  s’  Anya  AJaueyc-v 
leans  up  wnh  Bmafi  s  dvtard  iwmtng 
Einperor  QuwM  tor  s  progr  amme  oi 
Rachmarnnov  and  Shostakovich,  a-,  nan 
of  Ow  conbruirrg  Russian  inert  it* 
series  The  mood  changes  toragrt  tvhwi 
the  C  restive  Js*z  Ordiutra  ratios 
over,  with  special  guests  MAe  Gibbs 
and  Peter  Erskincr 

St  George’s,  Brandon  HU  [P1 1 7-923 
0359).  Today  1pm  7  30prri  |g| 

GLASGOW  Mertyf)  Brabtms  and  the 
BBC  Scottish  Symphony  Orchestra 
otter  another  Cutting  Edge  concert 
tonight  opening  wnh  ScMilsn  pvermete* 
lor  RobTi  HcAoway  s  Wagner  Nights 
End  Mart>-Arrihony  Tumage' s  Tour 
Rockaby  for  sa wurfione  and  otetmna. 
Rachmaninov  s  Symphony  Mo  J  rounds 
outlheevenmg 

Tramway.  Alter!  Ostve (Mil -227 
55111  Tomgrt.  7  30pm  Q 


HORNCHURCH  The  team 
recporcvfcfe  lor  fleium  io  rfie  FartniJen 
Planet  now  brings  you  Foca,  a  new 
muacud  lodsety  tvci-sd  on  Ben  Jonson’s 
TheAlchom&i 

Queen’s.  Btet  Lone  (01 70S  443333). 
Ptovraws  lomghl  and  ottni  lomcmow. 
8pm.  Then  7ue-Sa.  8pm.  mats  Feb  1 7 
aw  C-t,  3pni  Unlit  Feb  24 

MANCHESTER  Conducmr  Vernon 
HahiAev  and  the  aoiamed  pramst  John 
UH  tde  ihe  Hafli  Orchestra  on  a  br*t 
whreltn  slop  tour.  Tonight's  pcooriirrrrK.- 
t  varied  crihor  daysi  tsolLiec  Bax'S 
Nwtwber  Woodt,  Bndge’s  The  Sea 
and  Bwimd's  Petto  Concerto  Mo  2 
Free  Trade  Han  Peter  Street  ®fOi  61- 
B34  1712),  tonryn  and  Sup.  T.Slpm.  Fn 
m  Sheffield  CnyHytSfPH4 
272P88S1:  Sal.  Bradford,  Sr  George  i 
i Concert  Hall  |S  (01274  TS&Mj). 

LONDON  GALLERIES 

Barbican  Dwsgfnieu's  BaBeis  Ruciet 
(017H538  41411  .-  British  Museum 
C*vci  and  Kvom  pamungs  (0171-536 
1555)  .  Nodonte  GaBery  the  NG  n 
World  War  n  (01 71-747  2885} 

National  Portrait  Gallery-  Materials, 
and  Methods  ol  Ponrart  Sculpime 
10171-3960055}  Serpentine  Jaro 
Sisrtar  10171-723  9072)  Tate 
Picturng  EUaritness  m  Brtbsh  Art  10171- 
887  8000)  V  A  A  The  Photography 
ol  Art  and  the  South  Kancangton 
Museum  1 840- 1B80  |0171-938B500i 


□  THE  ART  OF  RANDOM 
WHETTUNG.  Opening  night  for  this 
ensemtrfe-devreed  ptiy  presented  fcy 
WmX.  and  set  on  a  South  London  estate 
where  a  srtU  goes  missing. 

Young  vie  Studio.  The  Cur.  S£i 
(0171-928  5383}  Tomgrt,  8pm  Then 
Mcn-Sat  8pm 

□  CAIN  LanJ  Byron's  biblical  Mystery 
unAKo  AbeTS  oHermg.  it  never  quite 
catches  fue  m  this  revival 

Ptt  Barbican.  SJ-.  Street.  EC2  (Q171- 
6388891).  Tonlght-Feb  7.  7  ispncnal 
Sal.  2pm  S 

□  COMMUNICATING  DOORS 

Angela  1  home  reooens  AwMaoums 
vgemous  i/ne-rra-vei  play,  fleeog  hom 

a  wrgtfid  enemy  via  ihc  doors  el  a 

hotel  that  take  her  forward  and  back  a 
couple  ri  decades 
Savoy.  Sband.  WC2  (01 71-836  fflaej 
Mon-SaL  730,  mats  Wed.  5aL  3pm.  g| 

□  THE  HELDS  OF  AMBROSIA 
American  musjcal  vvrth  txx*  and  Ivncs 
by  Jod  Hgg'rs.  wbo  aleo  stars  as  a 
state  executioner  who  rate  in  low  with 
the  woman  set  lo  be  h£  neat  "dm" 
Muse  by  Martin  Sftvestn.  One  US 
reviewer  cased  n  "engnai.  compelling 
and  fun" 

AWwych.  Strand.  WC2  [01 71 -4 1C 
6048).  MorvSal,  7  45pm;  mats  Wed  and 
Sal.  3pm 

O  FUNNY  MONEY.  Ray  Cooney  plays 
the  man  wta  faefc  a  bag  m  bank-rmes. 
in  rts  latest  taroe  Rodney  Bevies  e  the 
sorety-tned  texvdnvet 


THEATRE  GUIDE 


Jeromy  Kingston’s  nssewsment 
of  theatre  showing  in  London 
■  House  lull,  returns  only 
D  Some  seats  available 
□  Seats  at  ail  prices 


Playhouse.  Mormumbertand  Avenue 
WC2  ID1 71-833  4401)  Mon  Sat,  8pm. 
m«s  Thurs.  3pm  and  Sal  5pm  £) 

□  THE  GOOD  WOMAN  OF 
SEIZUAN  How  io  trtwan  cadg&G  wrote 
remaning  siveei  and  loved  Brecrt  has 
been  given  several  good  producuons 
hem;  Sam  Wahers  directs  inc.  one 
Orange  Tree.  Clarervce  SueeL 
Fhcrtrond  (018  l-94ti  36331  Previev» 
begm  torwhl.  7  45pm  Opens  Feb  5. 

7  46pm  B 

BAN  IDEAL  HUSBAND  Trwmphjm 
return  for  Peter  HaD  s  production  ol 
VMIde'&  drama  ol  pokier  sleaze  and 
scandal  The  star  cast  includes  Martin 
Shaw.  Anna  Carteret.  Pervw  Downe 
Theatre  Royal.  Haymatket.  SWt 
10171-9308800]  Mon-Sal.  7  4Spm; 
rriats  We-1  and  Sal  3pm.  g] 

□  THE  LONG  AND  THE  SHORT 
AND  THE  TALL- Marl,  Arden  and  Bert 
hvmlv.  m  revival  ol  WilUs  HaS's 
ceicbiaied  jungte-war  drama,  produced 
by  Couruerpoim  Theatre  Co.  to  follow 


He  eniovatrfe  T>o  S [reefs  ot  DlMjSo 
Attwy.  SI  Mann's  Lane.  WC2  (0171 
3691730)  New  pnevKwng,  8pm  Ltxvis 
Fn.  7pm  Than  Mon-Sat.  8pm  mats 
Trrufs.  3pm  ana  Sat.  5pm 

■  STANLEY  Opcrnnq  night  lor 
Anlony  37>er  as  Stanley  Spenoa . 
pajnte  whtKf  deseed  conn  eta  wns  wflh 
won  ien  were  odd  New  hegtaphrsa)  play 
by  Pam  Game.  John  Cant  dreefe 
National  (Cortestoei.  South  Ban)-.  SE1 
(0171-9asa2£2)  TorogW,  7pm.  Then 
Fn-Feb  6,  7. 30pm.  mats  Sat  and  Tue. 
230pm  hi  r«p  g] 

B  VALLEY  SONG  Athol  Fugard  (Jays 
tne  grandfather  nrts  latest  ptay.wnh 
Esmeralda  Bini  as  the  ghl  daydreamrg 
of  rifemnecitv 

Royal  Court  Stoane  Spuare.  SW1 
(01/1-730  1745)  Now  previewing, 

7  30pm.  opens  Feb  5.  7pm  Then  Mt*> 
Sai.  7  30pm.  mat  Sal.  3  30pm 

LONG  BUNNERS 

B  Buddy  Sliand  (0171-330  881*1 

□  Crazy  for  You1  Prince  Edward  (0171- 

734  89511  □  Dead  Guilty  Aprrflo 

10171-494  50701  B  Fame:  The 
Musical  Cambridge  (01 71 -494  5083) 

B  Miss  Saigon  Drury  Ume  (017M94 
5400)  .  B  Oflveri  PteHadlurt  'i  (01 71- 

494  50001  .  □  Starilgtit  Express 
ApoBc  Vctona  (01 71  -a?8  8685) 

□  The  Woman  In  Black.  Fortune 
10171-838  22381 

Tichei  mtormanoo  s<jppUed  by  Sooery 
ot  London  Theatre. 


NEW  RELEASES 


THE  FLOWEH  OF  MY  SECRET  (15)' 
Cnse  point  Ipr  *  woman  writer  .31 
romantic  HciiOn  Surpreangly  sober  and 
tender  drama  Irom  Pedm  Ajmodovat. 
With  Manw  Paredes 
Cunon  Mayfair  (0171-389  1 7201  Gate 
10  (0171  -727  4043)  Renoir  (01 7I-S37 
8400}  Ritzy  (01 71  -737  2121 1  Screen' 
HID  (01 71 -135  3388) 

♦  HEAT  (15)  LA  detective  Ai  Panne 
into  tocaich  Robert  De  Niro  s  crooks 
Excellent  epic  time  drama  Iron  wrier- 
dream.  Michael  Mann 

Ciapiiam  Pteturo  (0 1 7 1 -498  33C3) 
MGMk  Fulham  Road  (0171-3702838) 
Trocadero®  (D1 71-434  0031)  Ritzy 
(0171-737  2121)  BcraenfGreon  (0)71- 
226  35301 UO  WhBoteys  £)  (01 7 1  ■  792 
33321  WumarQ  (0171-43743431 

♦  THE  INNOCENT  SLEEP  1 1 5)' 

Rupert  Graves  sees  a  muider  he 
shouldn't  Orealiy  Brush  trtiUer,  with 
Michael  Gambon  Dneoor,  Scott  MKheU 
MGMk  Haymarkat  (0171-839 1527) 
Tottenham  Cowl  Road  ID1 71  -836 
6148)  Trocadero  B{0171 -134  0031] 
OdoQRK  Kanaington  (01 426-9)4  666) 
Swfcw  Cottega  (01 7) -588  3057i  UCI 
WhHetays  Biot  71 -792  33321 


MADAGASCAR  SKIN;  Odd  behaviour 
on  a  beach.  Slrfibom  Bntfch  learure  Irani 
Chns  Newby,  with  John  Hannah  and 
Bernard  Hit. 

ICAjS  10171-930  3647) 

THE  MOST  DESIRED  MAN  (18) 

Broad,  mostly  pteasanl  German  comedy 
about  sexual  idem! By  Direcior.  Sonha 
Wonmarin. 

MGMk  Chotaea  [0171-352  5098) 
Plccpdlly  (0171-437  3581|  Swiss 


CINEMA  GUIDE 


Gaoff  Brown’*  asaeasmaiit  ol 
films  In  London  and  (whare 
indfcidad  with  the  symbol  + ) 
on  raleaso  across  the  country 


Centra  (017M39  4470)  Tottenham 
Court  Road  (0171-638  6148) 

♦  SABRINA  (PG).  Businessman 
Hamsori  Ford  taBa  lonhc  idiauticuft 
daughter,  JuTb  Ormond  Updaled 
Cinderella  siory  just  does  nor  wort 
Director,  Sydney  ftrftack 
EmptraB  (D171-43T  1234)  MGUs; 
Bukor  Street  (01 71-935  9772)  Futham 
Road  ©  [0171-370  2836)  Troeadeto 
©  101 71  -434  OTG1 )  UCI  Whlteteya  © 
)0171-79233X>| 

a  WAITING  TO  EXHALE  NS!  Crude 
comedy-drama  about  biacK  worrien's 
men  problems  WWi  Whrtnoy  Houston 
and  Angeta  Bajsea 
MGHstFuiham  Road  ©  (017)  ?70 
2638|  Shaftesbury  Avenue  [0171-836 
6279)  Trocadwo  ©  (01 71-J34  0031 1 
Odaons;  Kensington  (01 4L«  9146*8) 
Swiss  Cottage  (01426  914098)  UCI 
Whttalaya  ©10171 -792  3332i  Warner 
©(0171-4374343) 

CURRENT 

a  DEVIL  INA  BLUE  DRESS  ,’151 
Spt3«lii*y  atmospheric  thnller  with 
DoiukI  Wa&rtngron  as  the  ordinary  Joe 
in  Late  )94 Os  Los  Anoetev  siumtrJvig 
over  corpses,  police  end  corrupt  ion 
Ficm  Watior  Mosley  s  novel 
Curzon  West  End  (0171  368 172?i 


THE  HORSEMAN  ON  THE  ROOF 

i15i  Love  and  heroasm  amidst  a  chotera 
epeterwc  bi  1830s  Proveoca.  Pretty 
peiuros,  but  Bite  oomph  Jean-Pairf 
Rappeneau  direut.  Qfivw  Mamnex  and 
Juftetfe  Bmoctie 

Chatsoa  1)3171-35  )  37421  Lumiara 
(01 71-338  u69l  1  Odeon  Kensington 
(01428-914666)  Rio  |0l71-?54  6677) 
RUzy  '0171-737  2121 1  Watermans 
10181-56811761 

LEAVING  LAS  VEGAS  1  IB)  Nicolas 
Cagc-dnrj-Afnmseii  to  death  Smhrg. 
minnate  drama  homi  direi^or  Mle 
Fiogis  Ytrm  Eirtabe-ih  Shoe 
BarMcan  ©  (01 71 -638  889 1 J 
Ctapham  Pic  him  (0171-498  3323) 

MG  Ms;  Fulham  Road  (0171-370 
2638)  Haynurtat  (0171  83S  \K7) 
Swiss  Centre  (Oin-4394470) 

Nutting  HB  Coronet  ©  (01 71  -727 
6705]  Phoortx  ,0181-883  2233)  RNzy 
10171-737  2121)  Screen  [Baker  Street 
(0171-935  J7721  Warner  ©10171 -437 
4343) 

•  SEVEN  ( 18)-  UruenEng  and  ott-beor 
sena!  teller  [hniter,  wilh  Morgan  Freeman 
and  Brad  Pitt  Dried  or,  David  Fincher. 
MGMk  Chelsea  (0171-352  5096) 
Fulham  Road  [0171-370  2636i 
Tottenham  Court  Road  (01 71-636 
6148)  Odeonsi  Kensington  (01426 
9148661  Loicester  Square  101428 
Erl 5633)  Swiss  Cottage  (01436  914098) 
Ritzy  |0i7i  -737  2121)  Screen /Baker 
Street  |Q1 71 -K5  2  772)  UO  WMtaleya 
©(0T71-792  33321 

TO  DIE  FOR  1151  DedciouC  socral 
satire  abour  a  letevtsion  weaihur  gjfs 
rrujidMiMi  Iu5l  Ic*  glory  Gus  Van  Sant 
dried',  Ncote  Kidman  and  Man  Dnkm 
MtSM  Piccadilly  [0171-437  3581) 

Odeon  Mezzanine© (01426  9156831 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


DANCE 


SADLBTC  WELLS  0(71 7136000 
,  CORAZOH  FLAMENCO 

•Mramstfriro  the  Host  party 

tokrarTOdbUoHTOPsh 
Ever  730.SH  3  *a£S^30  . 


OPERA  &  BALLET 


COUSaJM  0T71  632  8300  gOir)| 
ENQUSH  NATIONAL  OPBUl 
Tteil  730  THE  PEARL  RSHER& 
Taw  730  THE  MAOC  FLUTEl 


LAB0HEME- 

OPENS  TONEQHTTOFHriOTH 

■n»c«awfyPiwJuoi(«. 
ftgy  staged  in  Ihe  Roaid  irita 
MBRWtoWCMt 

RpyN  Mart  H»*  ■  ftbraffit  WriOth. 
Tckoto  £1350- E37D0. 

Bat  uk*om  swage.  _ 


ROYAL  OPSIA  HOUSE  0l7T  3W 
•  riOQOtarteOB&StantfcyWa 

.  TkttsMUtocfitt»Ay 

Tha  Royal  Opera 

Toracv.Ww730 

SAMS0NCTIMUA 

.  tStSSSs  fuo 

.i  SLSPWQ  BEAUTY 
i  -TWAP9OOTiW0V  HART 

^J*U£ipCWAae  PASOE 
;  .  DfiTOlMcMIlttfsTW 

v-  BIWWnGM 


THEATRES 


I IDBJ»_ _ 

LLOYD  WEBBER’S 
WUStJousN 

-  -  SCSSBT 
BOOMABD 

tomretlT******* 


t  .BESTifflSKAL 

'.1i<  '  Rteahn 

awoxarcMOBXKKS 

BonOtoCNWi 
RbooWH  ntaattv  0U(  3S  flS* 
fcte*M?J6»M*TaraXSNS00 


ALBERT  360(730)844  444^420 
CO».EwsaJfctoThu3SM5 
SWmGBONLYI 

THE  L0NG  Sc  THE  SHORT 
&THETAU. 

ALL  SEATS  £51 

This  BM,  Tin  (hottr  atom*, 
_ .  Rtt7  _ . 


ALOWYCH  BO  tee  0171 4(6  «W 
(no  Wafeej.cc 344  4444  Srpi  0171 
930  6T2¥«0  mm  3321 
The  FIELDS  of  AMBfiOSIA 

A  New  MU**  .  . 

"A  Etmnino  eewe^  Sheridan  Matey 
&B»7A5MNsWaJ4S«ta00 
Extra  mtetanor  3cm  alaesli  £15 


APOLLO  494 
0003.  Ews  8,  Mate  Thu3,  SN  54815 
HAYLEYMLLS  ' 
HuBMorFl 
^MTSEAGKWE 
“tapeooRta"  Timw 

DEADCtHLTY 

ntAflfdHMWMVp^YlsTHE 

WMPeCTTWtlER’S.TTmaa 

HBCORD-aaEAHNGHUM 

BOSBB  to  MARCH  tfl 


APOLLO  WCTORIA  cc  D1T1 If ^ 
8B5  cc2Wo  0171 344 444VW77  420 
OBO  Gm  0171 416  9W41333?) 


STARirar  EXPRESS 

.  -AREBOWThCATWCAL 
DELKBrr  Ds*yUti 
WhflHXauokfc  runs  111^ 
TnftJtSM15iDTirietttmm£a50 


APOLLO  LABATTS 
HUMaOMIN  W71  <1fi  B066  cc 

344  4444/420  0030  {+»«  Be)  _ 

-AJOBWLLOTOtteaaQL 
'ATM  MOPS 
-  BUXXBOSTOMXs. 
JOSEPBA»nMANIAZBe- 
7B>WCOU»PBP»l4Cgg 
ftwwg  PHUJPSCHOFfiOr 
|Blia-APRgg  r 


4845434  : 

FAME 

7*W«»CAL_ 
-»ieBAFEa.«»p 
TRUMPir  IMUJn 
-BKATHTAICWfirhtooeidHrf 

ZZ^  VtAteWril  a  satire-. 


COMBir  B04  tic  0171 369 178f 
reWn  4200000  fro  tfco*»4 

ZOEWANAMAKERin 

THE  GLASS  MENAGERIE 

DyTSWraSEEWllAMS 
Directed  by  San  Menttea  . 

Eras  730  Mete  Sri  350 
uwrro  season 


CWrraiONB/a  0171 308 1747 
•  -V  THEREDOCHJ 
(SHAKESPEARE  CO 
QpecwUathS _ ' 


ITickeBnu0171 416 

6»V(n71 4200000  (trfqj  fecS- &pe 

0(71 416  6076^13'S321/4a3  0200 

'  GREASE 

'  Sterling  mCHAADCALHN 
-  red  SAMANTHA  JANUS 
Twit,  heinua  A  fun,  (w,  tan.” 
-IMyktoa 

Em  730,  MM8  DMA  Saturn 
HCXETB  AWULABLE -APPLY 
DAE.Y  TO  BOX  OFFICE 


DRURY  JLANE  THEATRE  ROYAL 
SScc(Bkofec)3flr7dBy80t71484 
500U344  44+V42D  0000  Gtps  484 
54W4T333]1^280a)  - 

MSS  SAIGON 

•TW  CLASSIC  LOWE  STORY 
OF  OUR  IMP* 

NOW  M  (T5 

7TH  SENSATIONAL  YEAR) 

&w  7A5  Mate  Wad  &  Sal  3pm 

Good  iMls  awl  for  Wed  IBM 

AHMp«b>ttppfr&a 

RJRTELEPHOFffiTOSrAL 

BOOWNQS  A  PERSONAL 

CALLERS 

MT1484S060fflKGFBE) 


pUCHEES  cc  0(71 494 SOTO  co  344 
4444  fn  Us  0000  1^ 

0171-4133321  Bw  8pm  Wad  md 

3ML9riSpmi&3Q 

•fARMJCY  COMEDY"  Effld 
NOW  M  ITS  58i  YEAR 

1 

*  '  I0RDINKER 

teMerin^OnftB!M0tt»,T4?yL 


-  'DUKE  OF  YORK’S  0171 836 
5teaS837ec 420 COXV344 4444 

ROYAL^URT  CLASSES 
■  LMdSftnyYtegBnOajfepc 

THE  CHANGING  ROOM 

“a  nttofo  ot  Uk  Sieatra'  S.  Tines 

fun  Tflrthf  •  ONLY 
fare  73ft  Mate  tin  &  M3XP  _ 


FORTUNE  00*  CC  0171  636 
2239/0171 3126033 

DAVID  :  AfUREW 

HAVLL 


THE  WOMAN  IN  BLACK 

Adapted  by  Stephen  Mahkril 
■A  real  iMof  horfH"  STraaa 
NOW  MrTS7TH  YEAR 
Mt»5at  Ban  MriaTues  Sent  Srirfore 


FORTUNE  CterOtei  9171 8362236 

ELIZABETH  HANBFBD  m 

MARIE 


Brea  Aetna  In  ttltafcal 
QMKfttewttlBK 
EVERY  SWOAYSJQmi 


QARBfCK  0171 494  5085/ 
01713121903  (no  t*a  fee) 
Soma  Ezparieoces  You  Never 

FtogM 

WINNER  OF 
18  MAJOR  AWARDS 
•  The  Royal  Nattaaal 
Tli—tra  pmdBcfcn  - 

JBftterteyte 

AN  INSPECTOR  CALLS 

**TIBtil  IWBL.MUSTHESBW* 
DIM  . 

-  "ONE  OF  THE  MOST 
MTOUCATMO,  THEATRICALLY 
MAQMATTVE  EXPERIENCES 
OF  THE  WW&fcStand 

-TWO  HOURS  OF 
BfTHRALUNQ,  VISUALLY 
STUNNWQ  DRAMATIJol 

MortFri  7.45,  Sat  S00  8  8.15, 

Wrtn1230 


dtOjOUD  494  5065/344 4444 
>420  0000 

TOM  COUTl  SHARON  GLESS 
_  hMHLSmtXTS 

v’CHAFffiRTff0 

FR0MFEB7 


HAYMARKET  9309900 
cc  3*4444^CD  OOOD  fbkgte^ 
1>€  PETER  Wii  COMPANY 

MarflqShm  .  AmiCalmt 
PanqrthMnli  DnldYalMd 
cMDaoteon  DutcNQray 
OSCAR  Wfijjes 

AN  IDEAL  HUSBAND 

EW»  7.45,  Mats  WadS  3at  300 

.  ia  WEEKS  ONLY 


-H3IMAJESTYW2ttr 484540ft 


1  LLOYD  WEBBERS 
AWARD  WMMNQ  MUSICAL 

THEPHANKM®  . 
THE  OPERA 

DteW  by  HAROLD  PfBCE 
,  HOW  BKQ  TO  DEC  86 
Eviit  7.45  Mate  Wrif&Sil  3X10. 
AodtrtoBacOWceiMelBriMtant 


LONDON  MUA0IUM  K^CC 
0171 4M  5QaW3*4  4444  £1  At  sen 
chg)  420  GOOD  Grpa  0171 484  5454 
JW  DALE 

REIUBS  TO  7»€  WEST  END 
"A  MAJOR  THEATRICAL 
EVENT*  Oa^LU 

OLIVER! 

MB)  SPECTACULAR  YEAR 
•LIONEL  BARTS  MASTERPIECE 
YOU  CANT  ABA  FOR  MORE* 
STUBS 

Evas  73)  Mats  Wad  &  Sri  23) 
SOME  GOOD  SEATS  AVAIL 
NOW  FOB  WEEJOAY  PBire 


NATIONAL  THEATRE  B0017182B 

22S2iaj»CTn  6S0r413Bi 

cbHn  tea  0171 420  0000 
OUV«  Toni,  Tomer  7.15A 
UTTLEMOKT  MUSIC  Ulac& 
lyric*  by  Stephen  ScndWnv  borit  by 
Hugh  Waaler 

LYTTELTON  Toni.  Toraor73)  THE 

WAY  OF  TIC  WORLD  Win 

Conowe 

OOTTESLOE  Tbnl  7XD  (PRESS 
MSHTVTombr  73)  STANLEY  Pten 
_ Gera  _ 


NEW  LONDON  Drury  Lane  M2  BO 
0171 405  0072  CC  0171 404 4079241* 
0171 344  4444/420  DODO 
Gkpe  0171 4133311/8306123 
THE  ANDREW  LLWDWHGBV 
T&aJOTNIBMOTKm 
AWNOWMWBUUSCAL 

CATS 

EvM7.«MrisTi£&SaiaX0 
LATECOMERS  NOT  MMTTBQ 
WBJEALOTTOnMMEM 
MORON,  PLEASE  BE  PROfcFT. 

.  Banapenai&4S 
LABTEDNOl  OF  SEATS  AVAL 
DAILY  FROM  BOX  OFFICE 


OLD  VC  0171  MB  9655)3126034 
•ALAN  BENNETTS  SUPERB 
ADAPTATION1  F.T. 

The  ftbjBl  National  Theatre*! 

THE  WIND  IN 
THE  WILLOWS 

“AN  BMESKTABLE  PIECE  OF 
'  THEATRE”  Dfl 
**  AreinjteriU  itening  »  FJ. 
"AN  ABSOLUTE  WWNCR"  Thu 

out 

No*  booking  10  3DBi  Unit 

Mon-&7,3)pm. 

Wed  XSd  mats  23tom 


PALACE  THEATRE  017(434  0909 
'  ccMnlblta  lea)  0171-844 
4444  OpaOm  4133311 
THE  WORLD’S  MOST  POPU-AR 
MUSICAL 


N0WMI7S11TH 
RECORD-BREAKB4Q  YEAR 
Eves  730  Meta  Thi  &  Sal  23) 

Latecomers  not  ■ttavttod 

uiS  6M  ntoval 
LMTHJNa  OF  SEATS  AVAIL 
OM.Y  FROM  BOX  OFFCe 


PHMN0CB0/CC  0171 369 1733 
fiU  4444/420  0000  M 

BEST  MUSICAL 

OMer/Drame  Arads 
Rejra  ft  Ptayant/bor  Novrito  Anar* 
WILY  RUSSELL'S 

BLOOD  BROTHERS 

STEPHAME  LAWRENCE 
STEFAN  DBMS  CARL  WAYNE 

-Brfnga  the  ancimea  to  Ri  teat, 

ud  rearing  BgRPpnwFOMai 

Eves  7,45  Mata  Tfiura  3  Sri  ♦ 


PICCADILLY  0171 301734 
cc2«n  3«4  4444. 
Grps312 1870*4133321 

*WINNER? 

BEST  MUSICAL 

Etranlng  Standred  Atered  *96 

BEST  MUSICAL 

BEST  ACTRESS  M  A  MUSICAL 
CMftaOConmr 
■90  Ohter  ArenJNoninMiwi 
JanylHchael 
Herman  &  Sunwrft 

MACK  &  MABEL 

THE  HOLLYWOOD  ROMANCE 
Mon3riat7« 

Mate  Vfad&a»l  81303 


PLAYHOUSE  0171 93B  4401 
J017T  43000000171 344  4444 
SYLVIA  SVM5J0RY  McOEE 
LYNDA  BARON 
TREMOR  BANWSTcn 
RAY  COONEY,  PETER  ELUS 
RON  ALDRSOE 
&  ROONEY  REWES 
KRAY  OOOICrS 
NEWCOMB3YWT 

FUNNY  MONEY 

NOMINATED  BEST  COIOY 
1998  ouvra  AWARDS 

TAUCMS  OALORE_ 

AWBWEWU&V 
Matter  thra  nq>deu_ 
prieriteaaTX  Td 

MortSatftOft  MaiaThu3JO.Sri&00 


PRINCE  B7WARD0171 734  8951 
«  GMta  »  ha)  firm  CM  4ZJ0100 
/0I7l  344  4444  Graups  930  fid 
BEST  MUSICAL 
Lawanoa  OMar  AwanM  83 

CRAZY  FOR  YOU 

Eves  7.4i  MKa  Thu  A  Saf  200 
GOOD  SEATS  AVAILABLE 
THtS  WEEK 

MUST  END  24  M 


PRINCE  EDWARD  0171 4475400 
Fnl  Cal  420  0100  (34tv  Bhg  faa) 
344  4444  Qoree  420  0200 
Cameren  Maddriterii  preaaK 

MARTIN  GUERRE 

ANmUjakrelby 
B0UBU.&SCH0NBB4G 
FROM  22  MAY  1996 


ROYAL  SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY  LONDON 

(01716386891) 

BARBCAM 

IWaFTH  WGHT  perfs  from  3  Feb 
T>«  PIT:  CAK  Toni  7.15 
STRATFORD  (01789  295623) 
RST&SVWttTEWHTER 
VtStfORS1  SEASON 
SFab-IOAttrt 


SAVOY  0171636 8083 
Cc0171  <3)0100  (no 

ANGELA  THORNE 
COMMUNICATING 
DOORS 

by  ALAN  AYCKBOURN 
rumna  aw  WMWuf 
0WerAwrdt1996 

"A  LEUD0RAMAT1C  COLCDY 
THBlffi  W0B3BYUIY  FUWY 
AM)  GEMJNELY  SCARY*  DTE 
’THUiAaaudsnceln  tun 
RQAFMQ  WTH  LAUGHTER  AM) 
LEAWG  FORWARD  NFRBHT 
hdepBndant 

6BB730MriaWad&SaiaJO 


SHAFTESBURY  0171 378 5308 
0171 3444444  (34t*/not*fl  fae) 
QsM»  01 71  4133321 

TOMMY 

MUILKEATKG  KH  WILDE 
AaTomy  AsMnWafcer 
“AH  BM1BITA1MB(T 
JUSOBWAUT  THAT  UFTS  TIE 
AunEHCEBQHrouroFrrs 

SEATJTNY  TlmeB 
PWvtewa20FfltnMrv.QpatiB5Mareti 


ST  MARTWS  0171 836 1443  (no 
0171 407  9377  (fckg  tee) 
Qraups0171  312 1894  (no  bkg  fee) 
Eves  8,  Tore  345,  Sat  5  SB 
44ft  Yaw  ot  tariha  CWsSe’a 
THE  MOUSETRAP 


STRAND  THEATRE  Box  00  &  cc 
0»  tea)  0171 0308600 
cc  (bkg  fee)  0171  344  4444/420  0000 
Groups  0171 413  3321/0171  930  6129 

•BUDDY* 

The  Buddy  Hofly  Story 

TWLUANrSurt 

•BUDDY* 

"WOTOERFUL  STUFF"  Swi  Tri 

•BUDDY* 

Tues-TTue  &0  Fti  520  &  030 
Sate 500 & 830, Sana 400 
ALL  SEATS  1/2  PUCE  fH  S30  PERF 

.  TBs  ME&VBB.Y  YEAR 


VAUDEWULE  0171  636  8997  cc 
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Peter  Jay  wonders  what  was  the  real  damage  done  by  the  intrigues  of  a  greedy  KGB  spy 


Ti 


Ames  and  his  wife  Rosario  during  their  trial  in  March,  1994 


I  he  tide  of  this  story  of  the 
KGB’s  most  expensive  — 
and  supposedly  most  dam¬ 
aging  ever  —  spy  in  the  United 
States  invites  epic  expectations. 
“Betrayal"  and  “An  American 
Spy"  suggest  grand  themes,  histor¬ 
ic  importance  and  perhaps  deep 
insight  into  the  American  psyche 
In  fact  nothing  could  be  further 
from  such  an  epical  idea  than  This 
chronicle  of  Ames's  nine-year 
career  as  a  spy  in  the  CIA  and  that 
agency's  bumbling  inability  to 
recognise  that  there  even  was  a 
spy.  let  alone  to  catch  him. 

It  is  a  tale,  racily  and  readably 
told,  of  a  sad  Utile  man  whose 
professional,  marital  and  personal 
inadequacies,  combined  noth  the 
blind  complacency  of  the  sprawl¬ 
ing  bureaucracy  in  which  he 
worked,  led  him,  unnoticed  far 
almost  a  decade,  to  flog  off  in  the 
best  market  selections  from  the 
paper  river  that  poured  across  his 
desk.  The  buyer  just  happened  to 
be  the  KGB;  and  die  documents 
just  happened  to  be  die  CIA’s  most 
precious  secrets  from  1985  and 
until  Ames's  arrest  two  years  ago. 

The  KGB  made  no  original 
effort  to  recruit  Ames.  He  just 
walked  into  the  Soviet  Embassy  in 
downtown  Washington  (observed 
without  consequence  by  three  FBI 
agents  and  mined  by  an  FBI 
camera)  and  handed  in  to  the 


An  agent 


receptionist  an  envelope  addressed 
to  the  top  KGB  man  containing 
details  of  two  Soviet  officers  who 
had  offered  to  work  far  the  CIA,  a . 
page  from  the  CIA's  internal 
directory  of  its  Soviet  division 
(identifying  Ames  as  head  of  its 
counter-intelligence  branch)  and  a 
demand  for  $50,000. 

The  KGB  —  whose  competence 
comes  much  better  out  of  this  story 
than  the  CIA'S  —  realised  that  it 
was  bong  offered  on  a  plate  its 
first  ever  “agent  in  place"  inside 
the  CIA'S  operations  directorate, 
and  paid  up.  Within  a  month  it  . 
took,  delivery  from  Ames,  in  a 
shopping  tag  passed  under  the 
table  at  lunch  in  a  Washington 
restaurant,  of  an  “espionage  ency¬ 
clopaedia"  of  many  hundreds  of 
pages  with  the  names  and  details 
of  all  the  West’s  best  spies  in  the 
Soviet  Union  (including  Dimitri 
Polyakov  and  Oleg  Gordlevsky). 

To  the  horror  of  the  KGB,  who 
feared  the  exposure  erf  its  “top  spy 
ever”,  the  Politburo  (presided  over 
by  Gorbachev  himself)  derided 
that  “death  to  spies"  remained  the 
rule;  and  "at  a  ferocious  rate"  most 
of  them  were  .  executed  in  the 
basement  of  Lubyanka  prison. 


Ames  later  commented  that“it  was 
as  if  neon  lights  and  searchlights 
lit  up  all  over  die  Kremlin,  shone, 
all  the  way  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  saying  There  is  a  penetra-  ' 
non’."  The  CIA  was  stunned  by  the 
executions,  but  never  really  susy 
pected  a  spy  in  the  camp,  virtually 


BETRAYAL 

The  Story  of  Aldrich  Ames, 
-  An  American  Spy 
By  Tim  Weiner, 

David  Johnston  and  _ 
Ned  A.  Lewis 
Richard  Cohen.  £12.99  ppb 
'  •  original 


until  the  FBI  caught  Ames  red- 
handed  in  1994.  . 

Ames  acted*  for  money  —  nearly 
million,  in  die  end  —  because  his 
Colombian  second  wife  was  a  free 
spender  and  because  die  KGB 
made  him  feel  important .  and 
appreciated.  The  CIA  despised 
him,  correctly,  as  ineffectual  and 
third-rate.  This  did  not.  however, 
prevent  it  from  repeatedly  giving 
him  critically  sensitive  jobs  where 


the  "crown  jewels"  of  intelligence 
"came -first  to  him  and  then  went  on 
'toMo&ow.  •- 

Whaf  is  completely  lacking  from 
this:  account  is  any  grand  theme: 

J  Ames  was  a  drunk;  but  neither 
that  nor  his  upbringing  by  a  GIA' 
father,  another  failure,  who  talked 
to  his  son  about  "the.  KGB  and 
Communists”  rather :  than  cow¬ 
boys  and  Indians,  provides  aiiy 

fatal  Saw  driving  this  tragHarce. 
The  American  character  and 
American  society  bi  the  late  20th 
century  are.  perhaps  mercifully, 
not  examined  for  does  to  the 
anomie  and  casual  irresponsibil¬ 
ity  that  formed  .Ames's  behaviour. 

Still  less  is  there  any  serious 
attempt  to  explain  why  —  apart 
from  the  huge  sum  of  money  paid 
by  the  normally  miserly  KGET- 
Ames's  treason  was  so  universally 
regarded  as  exceeding  that  of  even 
the  greatest  .  villains /heroes  in 
traitor  history. 

In  toe  private  chess  game  of  the 
CIA  and  the  KGB.  he'  was  indeed 
the  ultimate  coup;  but  how  does  he 
compare  with  the  scientists  who 
gave  the  secrets  of  the  atom  bomb 
'to  the  Soviet-.  Union?  .Or.  with 
Donald  Madean,"  who  arguably 


;  caused  the  Cold  War  and  changed 
the  hisfoiy  of  the  last  50  years  ty 
writing  to  Stalin  from  his  desk  as 
acting  Head  of  Chanrery  in  the 
British  Embastym  Washington — 
it  gives  me  a  pain  to  think  of  it  — 
that  toe  United  States's  offer  of 

Marshall  Aid  after  the  war  should 

be  rejected  as  a  capitalist  pkst, 
advice  on  which  Stalin  acted. 

.  against  all  other  advice  he  was 
receiving  (see  Pavel  Sudoplatov's 

truly  epical  Special  Testa)?  Or 
compared  with  the  Polish  theft  of 
toe  Enigma  machine  .V  what 
important  geopolitical,  military  or 
economic  consequences  resulted 
from  Antes*  betrayal? 


O 


ther  spies,  including  good 
and  .  brave  men  and 
_  women,  died  because  of 
Ames;  but -would  America  have 
“won"  toe  Cold  War  sooner,  or 
would  toe  Gulf  War  hare  been 
over  any  faster,  or  anything  im¬ 
portant  in  human  histoiy  have 
changed  if  he  had  had  a  more 
frugal  wife? 

We  do  sot  know;  and  we  are  left 
unsatisfied  by  a  bode  which: 
though- benefiting  from  the  indus¬ 
try.  writing  skills  and  ■  excellent 
connections  to  be  expected  from-, 
toe  Washington  correspondents  of. 
The  New  York  Times,  in  toe  end..' 
turns,  aside  from  the  larger  ques¬ 
tions  that  cry  out  for  answers. 


BISEXUALITY  is  considered 
threatening  by  both  heterosex¬ 
uals  and  homosexuals,  not 
least  because  it  is  seen  to  imply 
betrayal  Marjorie  Garber 
suggests  in  this  tong  and 
intermittently  entertaining 
book  that  it  has  been  unneces¬ 
sarily  maligned  because  it  has 
not  been  properly  understood. 

She  shows,  with  a  formida¬ 
ble  range  of  examples  drawn 
from  many  disciplines,  that 
bisexuality  is  a  fundamental 
part  of  Western  culture.  From 
toe  myth  of  Hresias  and 
Aristophanes's  fable  of  toe 
original  hermaphrodite,  from 
the  Symposium  to  Shake¬ 
speare's  sonnets  and  even  in 
the  great  romantic  classics, 
literature  has  always  been 
concerned  with  bisexuality. 

Most  people  assume  that 
toe  state  of  being  “in  love” 
requires  a  pair.  Garber  sug¬ 
gests  that  three  people  may  be 
necessary,  pointing  out  that 
there  is  a  triangular  relation¬ 
ship  in  most  of  the  great  love 
stories:  Lancelot,  Guinevere 
and  Arthur:  Tristan,  Isolde 
and  King  Mark;  Scarlett.  Ash¬ 
ley  and  RhetL  Rivalry  has 
been  toe  driving  force  of  much 
romantic  literature,  with  the 
relationship  between  the 
same-sex  rivals  often  as  im¬ 
portant  as  that  between  die 
hero  and  heroine. 


The  geometry 


of  love 


and  betrayal 


It  is  the  uncertainty  implicit 
in  triangular  relationships 
that  those  hooked  on  toe  idea 
of  stability  and  poking  find 
both  fascinating  and  intimi¬ 
dating.  Prime-time  television 
soaps  have  taken  to  portray¬ 
ing  bisexual  characters  to 
arouse  extra  interest,  and  pub¬ 
lishers  have  discovered  that  it 
sells  books.  In  the  past  few 
years  biographies  of  many 
writers,  artists  and  actors 
have  revealed  that  their  sub¬ 
jects  had  physical  relation¬ 
ships  with  members  of  both 
sexes. 

As  Garber  prams  out  in  her 
chapter  on  “Bisexuality  and 
Celebrity”,  for  those  who  are 
attempting  to  appeal  to  the 


Kate  Hatfield 


VICE  VERSA 
Bisexuality  and  the 
Eroticism  of 
Everyday  Life 
By  Marjorie  Garber 

Hamish  Hamilton,  £ 25 


public  sexual  ambiguity  is  no 
bad  thing.  To  attract  members 
of  both  sexes  doubles  box- 
office  potential.  She  poses  the 
interesting  question  of  wheth¬ 
er  people  become  stars 
because  they  are  bisexual  or 
vice  versa,  concluding  ambig¬ 
uously:  “I  believe  that  the 
answer  is  ’both'  —  or  rather 


that  it  is  impossible  to  distin¬ 
guish  .  - .  between  desirability 
and  desire." 

Freud  believed  that  all  hu¬ 
man  beings  were  innately 
bisexual,  at  first  assuming 
that  as  they  matured  they 
would  repress  their  desire  for 
members  of  their  own  sex  and 
become  full-blown  heterosex¬ 
uals.  He  later  changed  his 
mind  as  he  began  to  think  that 
the  libido  might  oscillate 
throughout  life,  instancing  the 
man  who  gives  up  his  male 
companions  when  he  marries 
and  then  returns  to  them 
when  maniage  begins  to  pall. 

That  kind  of  bisexuality  is 
now  known  as  sequential,  as 
opposed  to  concurrent,  al- 
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though  Garber  herself  be¬ 
lieves  this  is  not  a  useful 
distinction.  She  suggests  that 
someone  who  has  a  same-sex 
relationship  followed  by  an 
opposiie-sex  relationship 
could  be  said  to  be  either, 
always  bisexual  or  never  bi¬ 
sexual.  Explaining  why  she 
does  not  think  the  distinction 
is  dear,  she  asks,  perhaps 
disingenuously:  “What,  pre¬ 
cisely  is  ‘toe  same  time*? 
Alternate  nights?  The  same 
night?  The  same  bed?" 

Surety  the  answer  must  be 
that  concurrent  bisexuality 
implies  that  a  same-sex  rela¬ 
tionship  is  entered  into  before 
an  opposite-sex  one  has  been 
concluded,  or  vice  versa,  thus 
involving  infidelity.  Garber 
would  probably  disagree.  In 
her  introduction  to  Wee  Versa 
she  announces  that  she  wants 
to  challenge  the  notion  that 
there  are  caily  two  possibili¬ 
ties:  “male  or  female,  gay  or 
straight,  monogamous  ornon- 
monogamcrus . . ." 


IT  IS  HARD  to  accept  that 
there  can  be  a  third  state  that 
is  neither  monogamous  nor 
non-monogamous,  although 
later  in  the  book  she  describes 
some  bisexuals  who  “retained 
non-monogamy  as  a  value  bu  t 
were  not  practising  it",  which 
sounds  like  a  whole  new  way 
of  having  your  cake  and  eating 
it,  something  that  those  who 
disapprove  of  bisexuality  have 
always  resented. 

There  is  much  in  this  book 
to  provoke,  much  to  enlighten, 
and  a  certain  amount  to 
amuse.  Garber  is  in  many 
ways  a  playful  writer,  using 
puns  and  paradoxes  to  prick 
her  readers  into  thinking  in 
new  ways.  But  however  much 
she  makes  them  think,  many 
of  them  may  resist  her  attempt 
to  persuade  them  to  divorce 
their  perceptions  of  bisexuality 
and  betrayal. . 


Kate  Hatfield’s  novel.  Angels 
Alone,  will  be  published  in 
February  by  Transworld 


Bisexuality  to  androgyny,  from  Jeanette  Jones’s  Walk-  on  the  Wild  Side  (Somnenir.  £20) 


Grand  venture  gone  astray 


More  than  a  century 
ago.  when  music 
was  live  and  the 
piano  at  its  centre.  Steinways 
became  pace-makers  to  a 
nourishing  international  in¬ 
dustry.  perfecting  an  image  of 
robust  craftsmanship,  techno¬ 
logical  innovation  and  musi¬ 
cal  discrimination.  In  New 
York  (of  all  places,  said  their 
competitors),  and  later  Ham¬ 
burg;  they  built  iron-framed, 
cross-strung  instruments  — 
concert  grands  and  domestic 
uprights  —  more  powerful  and 
durable  than  any  predecessor, 
yet  responsive  to  toe  most 
fastidious  fingers. 

Their  “system"  was  openly 
copied  by  newly  prospering 
firms,  but  disdained  by  the  old 
established  London  and  Paris  . 
makers,  who  dung  to  obsoles¬ 
cence.  wounded  pride  and 
waning  fortunes.  Then  the 
industry  developed  fa  carica¬ 
ture  of  modem  economic  hist¬ 
ory.  its  centre  shifting  from 
England  and  France  to  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  Germany,  then  dra¬ 
matically  to  Japan,  and 
ultimately  to  Korea. 

But  preeminence  continued 
(q  depend  upon  the  link  with 
high  culture:  a  great  pianist’s 
ncttis.  even  the  whims  of  a 
Paderewski,  no  less  than  a 
craftsman's  perfectionism, 
had  to  take  precedence  over 
the  accountant's  book-keep¬ 
ing.  So  for  a  time  Stdnways 
kept  ahead  by  nurturing 
music  with  as  much  energy 
and  discrimination  as  they 
devoted  to  metallurgy  and 
wood.  Their  historian  requires 
similar  breadth  and 
discernment. 

Richard  Ueberman  de¬ 
scribes  a  later,  less  successful 
member  of  the  family  as 
mote  interested  in  chans. 


Cyril  Ehrlich 


STEINWAY  &  SONS 

By  Richard 


K.  Liefaennan 

Yak,  £2X50 


tables  and  labor  issues  than 
concerts,  tunes  and  pianists". 
To  judge  by  the  contentand 
tone  .of  ..  tins  curiously, 
downmarket  tribute  to  a.: 
uniquely  upmarket  institu¬ 
tion.  his  own  predilections 


appear  to  be  similar.  Tunes 
are  not  his  scene,  but  meticu¬ 
lous  domination  of  a  large 
archive,  and  interviews  .with 
the  worthily  inarticulate, -are 
made  to  yield  accounts  tif  New 
York  history,  wage  bargain¬ 
ing,  and  such  issues  „as  the 
unsurprising'  ;  karcityv  of 
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Opened  fruit 


0 


strut  their  stuff,  to  small 
aedaim.  We  rarely  catch,  a 
glimpse  of  toe  Hamburg  fac¬ 
tory.  and  Bechstein,  Ae  great 
rival,  barely  rates  a  mention. 
Apparently  a  bulky  manu¬ 
script  has  been  trimmed  aAd 
“critiqued"  by  many  hands,  in 
the  belief-  that  “good  history 
can  be  written  for  a  popular 
audience*.  • 

So  attention  must  be  paid  to 
the  Stan  way  lady  who  enticed 
“employees,  neighbours .  and 
friends. of  the  family  .-.,  into 
[her  husband’s]  bed,  dressing 
them  in  his  nightclothes,  and 
demanding 'that  toe  servants 
fetch  ice-cream -.and  cham¬ 
pagne-  to  supplement  her 
nights  or  aftemoons'of  sexual 
pleasure":  and  to  anotfao-  who 
was  simply  “a'  streetwalker"; 
or  even  to  one  whose  elaborate 
gynaecological  history  is  best 
hidden  from  the  squeamish. 


Concert  pianist  Alfred  Brendei  mirrored  in  hie  Steinway 


T  t  must  be  said  that  less 
I  popular  matters .  benefit 
A  from  a  similar  American 
candour:  would  a  European  or 
Japanese  firm  bare  all  so 
eagerly?  There  was  toe  ques¬ 
tion  of  government  contracts: 
awkward  for  an  American- 
-  German  firm  in  two  world 
wars  {making  coffins,  or  what 
amounts  to  the  same  .thing, 
troop-carrying  gliders). 

And  later  came  real  trouble: 
a  supereffioos  indifference, 
comma!  also Tin  Europe;'  to 
devastating  competition  from  - 
Yamaha,  and  a  near  fatal 
.  deterioration  in  the  quality  of 
’  instruments  when  control  was 
relinquished  to  the  accoun¬ 
tants..  Good  in  short  periods 
and  narrow  focus,  this  book  is  .;* 
top  ramshackle  and.  undis-  " 
ceming  to  address,  larger 
themes  and  da  justice  to  a  .r 
great  enterprise.  ■  ■ 
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StephenJTumim  finds  a  disturbing  shudder,  but 
— rcgjfLgQfiapse,  in  the  British  judicial  system 


[he  Tottenham  Three, 
the  Guildford  Four, 
me  Birmingham  Six, 
.  _  Newham  Seven 

and  Eight,  even  the  Bradford 
Twelve:  those  once  famous 
rases,  mostly  involving  elabo¬ 
rate  miscarriages  erf  justice. 
Wong  to  the  1980s,  rather  as 
me  Richardsons  and  the 
Krays — no  miscarriages  there 
mark  an  earlier  decade. 

The  facts  have  faded -now: 
we .  are  left  with  a  misty 
recollection  of  figures  and 
statements  bang  faked.  Sir 
John  Woodcock,  former  Chief 
Inspector  of  Constabulary,  ap¬ 
parently  invented  the  phrase 
“noble  cause,  corruption’’, 
meaning  the  practice  of  police 
officers  fabricating  evidence  or 
Wmiriitting  perjury  iri  order  tn 
■fconyict  suspects  whan  they 
iwere  satisfied  were  guilty, 
i  -  David  Rose,  in  addition,  to 
Stiles  of  paBce  impropriety, 
tells  the  story  of  many  unjust 
-  acquittals,  brought  about  by 
Ihe  defendants  and  their 
friends.  That:  these  have  occ~ 
Urred  'cannot  be  disputed,  and 
they  too  amount  to  a  denial  of 
jjos&e.to the  victims  and  the 
community. 

V  Mr  Rose  also  cites  cases 
•from  which  the  prosecuting 
■authorities  do  hot  emerge  as 
property  diluent  in  the  pursuit 
of  truth.  He  gives  examples  of 
Bach  variety  erf  miscarriage. 
The  most  disturbing  are  in  tile 
chapters  on  .  the  police..  He 
raises.  a  sft^es  of  points'  too 
often  wnaretL“InI994i,"  writes 
Mr  Rase.  -  “tifereZwere .  194 
settled  ■  actions  against  tile 
^oheem  London.  -.tnvfrtual- 
Jy  arf  of  these  cases  of  avowed 
-police  misconduct,  there-was 
no  substantive:  action  taken 
gainst  the  officers  concerned. 
The  rotten,  apples  remain'  in 
:the  barrel.  "The  taxpayerlpays 


IN  THE  NAME  OF 
THEIAW 

By  David  Rose 

Cape,£I7S9  ... 


independent  person.:  A  tfis-‘ 
turbmg:  shudder,  capable  of 
correction,  is'  not. a  .collapse. 
He  looks  briefly  at  why  people' 
offend  and  concludes,  as  many 
have  concluded  before  him. 
that  there  isno simple  answer, 
althougheconooEC  conations, 
racism  and  c&s$  are  seai -as 


Rose:  no  simple  answers 


factors  in  the organised  crime 
of  inner  cities.  V-'  -  .  j  - 
The .  strength  jaf  his  -argu- 
ment  liesin  theaiialyss'of  the 
part  tifat  the  poEce-  pkty.ih  the 
justice  system.  and  in  his  final 

chapter,  where  henarrafes  the  — - - 

changes .  hi,  government  am- justice,  is  not  established, 
todes-tocjme  over  the  past  .-  What  favery  dear' is  that 


doser  imtkrslahding  between 
the  yariouisejptyatfs  of  crimi-, 
nal  justice.  The  police  would 
be  unHk^  to  misbehave,  he 
argues,  if  supervised  by  toi 
examirang  magistrate.  The 

•  prosecutor/  -  discontinuing  a 

case;-  wpiild  have  a  greater 
need  than  at  present  fo  explain 
himself.  .•  .  .  . 

ft  is  true  that  in  England, 
judges,  prison  governors,  pro-, 
bation  officers  and  police  have 
never  enjoyed  easy  mm  man  i- 
cation.  although  the  position 
may  ,  have  been  somewhat  - 
eased  by  a  leaaxnhehdatiim  in 
-the  Woolf  Report  for  local 
.  justice  committees.  -There 
must  be  a,  string  case,  far 
examining  Mr  Rose's  proposal 
again,  even  ifjbehas  notfuUy 
’  priwed^a  caseof  “collapse'i  . 

;  To  see  Whe&fer  there .  has 
.  been  a  cpfl^ise  rrf  jiatioe  m 
recent  years,  itis  helpful  to  ask 
what  we  meriri- by  justice.  Lad ' 

•  Devlin  wretotiJany years ago 
that  the  duty  of the  judgewas 
sotefy  to  do  justice,  and  "justice 
is  concerned  with  tiie  mea¬ 
surements  of  deserts?..  Jibe 
move;  for  example,  ewer  the 

'past  year,  to-  extend  -manda- 
toty  sentences  to  senne  offences 
lesser  than  nrfinfer,.  would 
amount  to  a  denial  bf  justice.  It 
woaM  prevent  the  judge  from 
measuring  tbe  deserts  of  the 
prisoner  in.thedb&.  ; 

But  whether  ,  file  miscar¬ 
riages  with  which  this  serious 
and  powerful  book  is  con¬ 
ceded  have  reached  the  de- 
where  it  is  proper  to  call 
situation  a. .collapse  of 


two  year^  particularly  po&i- 
-ciaiis'  attempts-  to.  widen1 lhe 
gap  between  critnnials  and  the 
pest  of  tifecdnmoomiity.Trsrther 
than  to  narrow  tiie  gap  and 
reconcile  on  the  tines  of  the 


rthe  jjfll.  The  fear of  befaglz nowlaigidy^baQ^^ 
caught  is jromcre  tftctive  at  Report  of  1991.;V  ~  •  *z  • 
-re^^nmgi&bent'pofidHnan ' ' 
than  the  critoifiat*" 

.But  tojustify  his  fiiD-tide. 

'The '  'Cdudpse  cf  :GMppt:~ r'  I 
Justice?  Mr  Sosfc>  h6»?  hi  &  ,'r-i  / 


heremeriy  proposed 
by  Mf  .  ROse  ytes  re- 
i  r-jebed.  witiKRrf  rrmny- 
4*  Jteasitos:gwefc  by  the 


ihriiyhpw'^teti 
jtieft:  ‘ 
i  to  be  remicnwLly^tinte 
the  Home  ^Seoittay  to 


the;adver- 
sarial  tystemtowadsjbecxin- 
gjs;  tmental faqinriforial.  ;  vpr 
t'  *  proach. This-  woirfd  bring 
f  an  about  Mr  Rose  icfaims,  >’ 


among  the.  many  prdblems  is 
die  attitude  of  some  of  the 
crinrind  ymn^. ^Mr  Rose  went 
out  one  evehmg  to  look,  far 
himself  in  NeWcastle>A  gang 
of  youths  had-sbt  fire  to  tome 
cars  an 'tiie  thain’  .rerid,  then 
they  sfipjfed  into  a  backstiW: 
They  were  carrying ^  the  toob 
far:  arson:  rags  and  cans  of 
petrtrf  I  watched  feern  break 
into  wi -empty  house,  chatter¬ 
ing  exatedhr  about  seeing  it  on 
fire.  One  of  th«r  frienda  lwed 
opposite.  Suddenly  be  burst 
Xfat  of  his  home,  yellmg  at  the 
others:  ‘Hey,  tome  oh.  leave 
tiiatnow!  Comeand  see.  wrte 
allohSkyTVI"’  -\  .  J 


Child’s  Play  £  withdrawn  in  1994  after  it  was  daimed  that  it  had  influenced  Jamie  Bulger’s  killers,  but  restored  as  the  link  was  not  proven 


Caught  between  fear  and  desire 


W! 


'hen  1  was  a  child,  I  had  a 
favourite  book  in  the  Pookfe 
series.  In  this  story,  Fookie 
tiie  rabbit  ended  up  at  the  North  Foie 
where  (as  1  recall)  he  was  trying  to 
escape  from  the  wicked  Queen  of  the 
Ice.  It  was  not  the  plot  I  treasured 
what  gripped  me  was  a  full-page 
colour  picture  of  the  Queen  herself. 
She  was  partly  iceberg,  partly  hu¬ 
man.  with  dreadful  irides  for  finger¬ 
nails  and  a  blue,  icy  (ace. 

I  kept  the  book  under  my  pillow. 
After  Dad  had  switched  out  my  light  1 
would  wait  for  a  while  and,  eyes  shut, 
think  about  the  Ice  Queen.  Then  I 
would  switch  ah  the  fight,  pull  out  the 
picture  and  look  at  it  until  1  didn't 
dare  to  any  longer.  Then  I  would  hide 
under  the  bedclothes .  until  1  bad 
summoned  tiie  courage  to  look  again. 

■  •  In  his  chapter  on  “Distress  and 
Delight  children’s  experience  of  hor¬ 
ror",  Dr  Buckingham  dwells,  absorb¬ 
ingly,  on  the  strange  amalgam  of  fear 
and  pleasure  which  so  transfixes 
children  watching  television. 

BuddnghamV  research  (funded  by 
the  Broadcasting  Standards  CouncD, 
of  which  I  am  a  member)  has  aimed 
to  help  us  to  understand  how  children 
see  those  things  on  television  which 
we  sometimes  view  with  concern  for 


their  “negative"  effect  an  younger 
viewers.  Violence,  horror,  melodra¬ 
ma,  crime:  parents  must  every  day 
take  derisions  about  whether,  and 
when,  and  in  what  company  their 
children  may  see  these  things,  indeed 
Buckingham  believes  that,  in  an  age 
when  we  might  suppose  responsi¬ 
bility  was  being 
steadily  leached 
away  from  the  fam¬ 
ily,  derisions  about 
television  viewing 
may  increasingly  be 
thrust  back  upon 
parents,  as  the  air¬ 
waves  and  cables  be¬ 
come  ever  more 
crowded  with  trans¬ 
missions  which  the 
nation  'state  may 
Jose  the  ability  to 
police. 

His  method  has  been  qualitative 
rather  than  quantitative:  a  series  of 
careful  and  in-depth  interviews  with  a 
great  many  children  from  many 
backgrounds,  and  (separately)  their 
parents.  Buckingham’s  aim  has  been 
to  let  children  speak  for  themselves 
and  to  draw  from  the  results  what 
apparent  patterns,  and  strands  of 
hypothesis,  present  themselves. 


Matthew  Parris 

MOVING  IMAGES 
Understanding 
Children’s  Emotional 
Responses  to. 
Television 

By  David  Buckingham 

Manchester  University  Press. 
£12.50  ppb  original 


Such  an  approach  has  the  defects  of 
its  virtues.  It  is  intuitive  and  often 
highly  interpretative:  much  of  it  must 
be  a  matter  of  opinion  and  Bucking¬ 
ham  does  not  conceal  his  opinions. 
But  is  there  any  other  way  to  listen  to 
difldren?  I  found  this  study  absorb¬ 
ing,  useful  and  rather  entertaining. 

Among  its  many 
observations,  three 
stand  ouL  First,  that 
individual  children’s 
emotional  responses 
to  particular  broad¬ 
cast  scenes  are  as 
many  and  various 
as  the  children 
themselves.  A'  child 
may  be  violently 
moved  or  disturbed 
at  tiie  most  unlikely 
scene,  untouched  fay 
something  apparently  far  more  trou¬ 
bling.  I  remember,  for  instance,  how 
worried  many  children  were  by  that 
National  Grid  advertisement  show¬ 
ing  pylons  morphing  into  humanoid 
fibres.  The  same  child  might  watch 
a  movie  axe-murder  unmoved. 

Secondly,  how  very  sophisticated 
the  viewing  of  even  six-year-olds  can 
be.  Kids  make  as  dear  a  distinction  as 
adults  between  fad  and  fantasy  on 


television,  and  carefully  grade  levels 
of  fantaty  {Casualty  they  may  find 
more  disturbing  than  driller-killer 
movies,  because  it  seems  to  be  about 
their  own  world).  News  broadcasts 
can  worry  and  upset  them  deeply. 

Children  are  fascinated,  too,  by 
how  television  effects  are  achieved. 
Child’s  Play  3  (the  horror  video  about 
a  demonic  doll  which,  contrary  to  the 
press  reports,  there  is  little  evidence 
that  Jamie  Bulger’s  killers  did  see) 
was  not  rated  by  Dr  Buckingham's 
interviewees  as  unusually  disturbing, 
but  some  were  fascinated  by  the 
animation  itself. 

I  hirdly.  that  just  as  adults  insist 
that  they  can  cope  with  disturb¬ 
ing  programmes  themselves, 
but  that  children  may  be  upset,  so 
children  insist  that  worrying  scenes 
on  television  are  no  problem  for  them, 
but  might  be  for  other  children  —  or 
indeed  for  their  parents! 

The  most  memorable,  if  trivial, 
picture  1  take  from  this  thought- 
provoking  study  is  of  Elaine  (aged  12) 
describing  how  she  helped  her  father 
to  conquer  his  fear  of  spiders  by 
forcing  him  to  watch  Arach- 
nophobia.  "I  kepi  turning  his  head 
around,  getting  him  to  watch  it." 


Rachel  Campbell-  . 
Johnston 

SHIFTING 

LANDSCAPE 

By  Henry  Roth 

Weidenfeid.  £1499  ■  ' 

n  1994  Henry  Roth  pub- 


eIn  1994  Henry  Korn  pud- 

lished  Mercy  of  a  Rude 
Stream,  a  series  of  toe 
H  -  ^  1  seira-autobiographKal  novels 


ft:-*  r1' 


seira-autotHOgraplncal  novels 
which  came  as  an  astonish¬ 
ment  to  his  admirers.  The/ 
were  the  first  works  he  had 
completed  since  -Gall  Tt  Sleep, 
his  dassic  evocation  of  immi¬ 
grant  life  In  New  -York  City, 
published  in  J934.  Ihr  the 
interim  years,  Roth  had  be¬ 
come  as  famous  for  his  agonis¬ 
ing  case  of  writers  block  as  he 
was  for  his  writing. 

However,  Roth’s  literary  si¬ 
lence  during  those  60  years 
was  not  absolute,  fas  this. 
.f  collection  now  shows.  Gather¬ 
ing  together  in  chronological 
order  fragments  of  his  work, 
its  purpose,  as  Roth  describes 
it  m  his  foreword,  is  “nothing 
less  than  to  exhibit  the  conth 
maty  within  the  desolating 
discontinuity  of  a  writer's 

Some  of  the  jStoe  collected 

*  here  seem  more  of  biographi¬ 
cal  fliari'  literary  'interest. 
Equipment  far.  Pennies,  an 
artide  written  for  a  trade 

.  periodical  77ie  Magazine  For 
Duties  and  Geese,  marks  that 
i  time  in  the  early  1950s  when 

Roth  bought  a  smallholding  in 

Maine  and  set  about  raising 
poultry*  Suriflariy  there  is  his 
1  1987 speech  given  mFereoto in 
Northern  Italy  whto  he  was 
awarded  the  Nonino  Interna-  • 

*  tinted  Prize, 

Other  pieces  shadow  the 
development  of  Roth's 

Ffonber.  his  first  pubfished 
work,  was  written  in  1925 
.  *  while  he  was  a  freshman  at 
-Cfty  College.  New  York-  De- 
scnbfag  tfte  installation  of 
pidng,  rfs  booed  accuracy  of 
chairvation  is  combined  with 
-  ..  -  w*HaagB»ativeiiDpnsrianism 

>  j».m*sty£  i  which  Roth  was  later 
'  •  to  develop  in  Call  it  Sleep- 

f  ;  ;  Vet  there  am  a  number  of 
1.  .  works  in  tits  ctrffofikin  which 
stand  up  to  scrutiny  in  their  . 


BEN  BRADLEE  and  The 
Washington  Post  have  never 
really  got  over  Watergate.  It 
established  the  Post  as  an 
influential  national  paper  and, 
thanks  •  to  the  film  All  the 
President's  Men,  made 
Bradlee,  Bob  Woodward  and 
Carl  Bernstein  the  first  of  the 
celebrity  journalists  —  espe¬ 
cially  as  there  are  striking 
similarities  between  Bradlee  in 
person  and  tine  way  that  Jason 
Robards  played  him  in  the 
film.  Bradlee  realised  that  he 
would  never  have  another 
story  as  good  as  Watergate. 
The  remaining  17  years  of  his 
editorship  of  the  Post  were  an 
anticlimax,  offset  by  his  suc¬ 
cessful,  third,  marriage  to 
Sally  Quinn  and  by  his  fame 
as  the  editor  of  his  generation. 

A  Good  Ufa  divides  be¬ 
tween  his  career  before  and 
after  Watergate.  Bradlee  is  a 
swashbuckler,  charming  and 
engaging,  and  he  tells  a  good 
story  of  his  life  and  loves.  He 
ranges  from  his  privileged,  if 
not  always  prosperous,  up¬ 
bringing  in  New  England,  a 
youthful  battle  with  polio,  to 
Harvard,  naval  service  in  the 
Pacific,  a  sub-Hemingway  life 
as  a  foreign  correspondent  in 
the  1950s  and  then  a  few  years 
as  a  Newsweek  political  writer 
before  his  move  in  the  late 


Watergate 
was  his 
watershed 


Peter  Riddell 

A  GOOD  LIFE 
Newspapering  and 
Other  Adventures 
By  Ben  Bradlee 

Simon  &  Schuster,  £17.99 


1960s  to  run  the  Post. 

Witii  the  key  backing  of 
Katherine  Graham,  he 
showed  flair  and  energy  in 
making  the  paper  lively  and 
noticed.  His  handling  of  die 
revelations  in  the  Pentagon 
Papers  over  Vietnam  and, 
then  Watergate  showed  that 
he.  and  she,  had  the  guts  to 
confront  an  Administration 
and  be  proved  right.  It  was  his 
and  the  Post's  finest  hour,  for 
ail  the  later  excesses  of  half- 
baked  conspiracy  theorist 
imitators. 


Bradlee:  courageous 


[is  post- 
riefer.ai 


is  briefer,  and  at  times  a  touch 
self-satisfied.  From  tiie  late 
1970s.  he  was  a  dassic  insider 
and  he  revels  in  his  friendship 
with  such  Washington  fixers 
as  the  lawyer  Edward  Bennett 


Williams.  Bradlee’s  absence  of 
introspection  about  the  role  of 
the  press  is  a  welcome  respite 
from  some  of  the  usual  Ameri¬ 
can  navd-gazing- 
Bradlee  has  faced  criticism 
over  what  he  did,  and  did  not. 
reveal  about  his  dose  friend¬ 
ship  with  his  Georgetown 
neighbour  John  F.  Kennedy.  It 
is  always  hard  for  journalists 
to  judge  how  dose  to  get  to 
pofitidans.  the  balance  be¬ 
tween  discretion  and  disclo¬ 
sure.  Bradlee  got  it  about  right 
for  the  time:  after  all,  lie 
phoned  a  scoop  direct  from  the 
President  during  a  White 
House  party. 

BRADLEE  was  a  big  story’ 
journalist  with  little  interest  in 
the  day-today  workings  of 
government  or  in  finance  and 
the  arts.  The  Post  has  not 
made  a  further  leap  forward. 
It  remains  a  cross  between  a 
local  Washington  paper  and  a 
newsletter  on  the  latest  polit¬ 
ical  gossip  and  trends.  It  iacks 
the  range  and  depth  of  The 
New  York  Times,  particularly 
on  foreign  affairs:  the  strength 
of  analysis  of  The  Wall  Street 
JoumaL  espedally  on  the 
links  between  politics  and 
finance;  and  the  ail-round 
strengths  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Times  at  its  best. 


A  tale  both  small  and  beautiful 


Like  Roth,  many  artists  of  New  Yorfc’s  “Adwan  school”  were  notnative  New  Yoricers: 
on  24th  Street  by  Evebett  Sbinri  (1907); Trom  Metropolitan  Lives  (Norton,  £35) 


wvn  right.  Short  stories  such 
as  Broker,  in  which  a  dapped- . 

out  truck  becomes;  the  focus  of 
bustlingty  .aggressive--  street 
life,  syntobMIy  Otplore  tte 
collapse  of  Roths  km^stano- 

ios  relationship  at  that  time;  -  ___  , 

oral  his  extended  experimental  .;  tynosm  wrth  a-SfaJI  character 

nieceltinemntlthacanislQbe  *  'w~' 

seen,  according  to  Roth,  “as  a 

most  important  stepping  stone 
toward  the  conception  of  Mer¬ 


cy  of  a  Rude  Strednf:  In  Shifting  Landscape  may 
works  such  as  these,  aatiem- .  seem  at  first  merehria ,  coflee- 
pqraiy  ujbin'r  fife  seems  to  .  tion  -of  disparate  fragments, 
overspill  ■  ■  unmdfiated.  onto  But  these  pieces,"  krtitted,  re¬ 
tire  page.;,-  -r--  z.lO.  Z.  _•  •  -Z-v.  gether  ais  they  are  by  their 
_Eoth Z  boldlyz  urfermingfes-  '  author’s  own  ebrmnentary. 
rtiugb  strert'a^'^nd  soaring  .  (transcriptions  of  taped  mfer- 


istic  of  :6is  .greatest  works, 
expressing  -and  transcending 
the 'squalors  told  brutalities  of 
the  life  they  describe. 


views),  provide  a  rare  insdght 
into  the  development  of  the 
writers  mind.  .Roth'S  death 
last  autumn  renders  this  a 
mod  timely  publication. 


The  narrator  of  David 
Hughes's  new  novel  is  a 
man  called  David 
Hughes.  At  the  age  of  61,  he 
has  just  had  a  cancerous 
kidney  removed.  Now,  in  an 
August  heatwave,  he  is  conva- 
lesdng  with  his  wife  and  his 
young  family  in  a  house  on  the 
Isle  of  Wight  overlooking  the 
endless  waves  of  the  SolenL 
.  He  remembers  that,  long 
ago,  he  had  promised  to  write 
for  his  wife  a  “little  book".  It 
was  to  be  “the  big  exploratory 
act  which  any  man  wanted  to 
share  with  his  love  ...  the 
letter  that  said  it  all  and  hid 
everything,  the  truth  as  never 
hitherto  known”. 

He  has.  nor  written  ft.  But 
now,  faced  with  the  grim 
possibilities  that  lie  in  the 
wake  of  his  operation,  his 
thoughts  turn  again  to  doing 
it  Now,  perhaps,  it  will  only 
be  a  book  in  his  mind,  which 


Derwent  May  . 

THE  UTTLE  BOOK 

By  David  Hughes 

Hutchinson,  £9.99 


he  will  try  to  “write"  while  his 
body  tries  to  restore  itself. 

At  first  his  thoughts  turn 
bade  to  childhood  and  Oxford 
friends.  His  mind  expands, 
invigorated,  as  he  thinks  what 
they  have  done  and  how  he  too 
had  ail  those  possibilities  with¬ 
in  him.  One  is  a  literary  editor, 
another  an  Oxford  professor, 
another  an  MP.  He  recreates 
their  lives  in  his  imagination 
as  alter  ego& 

But  now  he  begins  to  sense 
something  new  —  an  empti¬ 
ness.  a  shapelessness  in  their 
lives  that  also  mirrors  his  own 
life  as  he  looks  back  on  it  quite 
early  on,  he  says,  “my  life  had 


begun  to  improvise  itself,  not 
be  what  I  wanted".  However, 
his  “little  book"  is  taking 
shape.  It  will  be  an  inspira¬ 
tional  book,  but  (foe  that  will 
proceed  by  images  of  failure. 


H 


is  thoughts  now  take 
a  further,  powerful 
turn.  He  imagines  the 
impact  of  his  book  on  these 
very  characters  he  has  con¬ 
jured  up.  It  shakes  them,  ahd 
starts  changing  their  lives.  His 
imagination  races  faster 
under  the  impart  of  the  “little 
book"  in  which  they  them¬ 
selves  appear,  his  characters 
start  to  engage  in  wild  sexual 
acts,  provoke  demonstrations 
and  revolts,  begin  to  change 
the  whole  fabric  of  fife  in 
Britain.  Meanwhile,  on  the 
Isle  of  Wight  die  marvellous 
summer  goes  on.  Hughes 
starts  laughing  at  die  extrava¬ 
gance  of  his  fantasy  —  and 


feels  his  health  returning. 

Is  this  Utile  Book  published 
by  Hmdiinson  tiie  “little 
book"  we  have  been  reading 
about?  Not  exactly.  It  will  not 
have  quite  such  a  dramatic 
effect  on  its  readers,  and  1  am 
afraid  it  will  not  transform 
Britain.  But  it  is  an  amazingly 
gripping  book,  considering 
that  its  story  takes  place 
almost  entirely  in  the  narra¬ 
tors  mind..  Moreover,  if  it  is 
not  exactly  inspirational,  it 
glows  with  an  idealism,  an 
ardent  dream  of  how  life  could 
be  richer  and  fuller,  that  is 
often  very  maxing. 

The  real  David  Hughes  — 
who  won  the  W.R  Smith 
Literary  Award  for  his  novel 
The  Pork  Butcher  in  19S4  - 
also  had  a  kidney  removed 
five  years  ago.  when  he  was  bl. 
On  the  evidence  of  this  book, 
he  loo  has  made  a  splendid 
recoverv. 
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THE  TIMES  THURSDAY  FEBRU^X1~~— 


THE  BRITISH  .v  rvX'1 
must  te  more  I  HOUPA 
romantic  than 
we  get  credit  for.  to  judge  by 
foe  response  to  last  week’s 
selection  of  Valentine's  Day 
offers  by  tour  operators  and 
hotels.  The  Times  today  pro¬ 
vides  further  ideas  for  those 
planning  a  present  more 
original  than  red  roses  or  a 
rude  card: 

□  THOMSON  is  suggest¬ 
ing  you  “gift-wrap  a  dty"  by 
taking  your  partner  on  spe¬ 
cial  Valentine  packages  to 
Paris.  Florence  or  Prague. 

Prices  for  two  nights  in  Paris 
with  a  dozen  red  roses  start 
at  £169.  while  four  nights  in 
Prague  from  February  12. 
with  more  goodies  on  arriv¬ 
al.  will  cost  £379.  Details: 

0990  143503. 

□  LOVE  in  a  cold  climate  is 
the  theme  of  IcelandaiY's 
special  Valentine  offer, 
which  includes  a  free  bottle 
of  champagne  to  couples 
flying  to  Iceland  between 
February  9  and  16.  Prices  for 
a  three-night  break  at  the 
Hotel  Island  start  at  £271  per 
person.  Details:  0171-388 
5599. 

□  A  CHATEAU  in  Cham¬ 
pagne  on  Valentine's  Day  is 
available  horn  Unicom 
Holidays.  Ovemighr  accom¬ 
modation.  dinner  and  cham¬ 
pagne  at  Chateau  de  Fere, 
plus  ferry  crossings,  cost 
EI40  per  person.  Details: 

01582  834400. 

□  TWO  NIGHTS  including 
February  14  at  Les  Titus 
Mousquetaires,  a  country 
house  hotel  close  to  Aire,  a 
market  town  40  miles  from 


TWO  tickets  to 
see  An  Ideal  r'-.i yVi 
Husband  at  the 
Haymarket  Theatre.  Lon¬ 
don,  are  included  in  the 
Valentine's  package  offered 
by  the  Lowndes  Hotel.  Bel¬ 
gravia,  during  the  weekends 
before  and  after  February  14 
as  well  as  the  day  itself. 
Prices  stan  at  £315  per 
person  per  night  plus  VAT. 
Details:  0171-823  1234. 

□  SUPERBREAK's  Valen¬ 
tine  breaks  include  cham¬ 
pagne.  flowers  and  an 
upgrade  to  a  four-poster  if 
available.  The  Fairfield 
Manor  Hotel.  York,  for  ex¬ 
ample.  costs  £90  per  person 
per  night  half-board.  De¬ 
tails:  01904  679999. 

□  FEBRUARY  14  in  a  mon¬ 
astery  is  a  new  idea  for 
lovers,  but  those  pursuing 
the  special  offers  from 
BaiL'ffscourt  hotel.  West  Sus¬ 
sex.  may  be  relieved  to  know 
it  is  a  mock  medieval  build¬ 
ing.  Details:  01903  723511. 

□  A  VALENTINE  dinner 
dance  is  taking  place  at  The 
WaJdorf  Meridien  in  the 


FOR  £799  the  new  British 
Airway  s-Qantas  excursion 
(available  between  April  16 
and  June  30)  provides  return 
flights  to  Australia,  two  free 
internal  flights  and  a  choice 
of  en  route  stopovers.  De¬ 
tails:  0345  222111. 

□  CANADIAN  Airlines  In¬ 
ternational  has  return  fares 
from  Heathrow’ to  Montreal, 
Ottawa  and  Toronto  at  E369 
for  departures  from  April  I, 
and  flights  to  cities  in  west¬ 
ern  Canada  costing  E469. 
Details:  0345  616767. 

□  TRIPLE  Airmiles  are 
awarded  to  full-fare  passen¬ 
gers  for  each  City  Flyer 
Express  flight  from  Gatwick. 
Details:  0181-897  4000. 

□  MANX  Airlines  has  low¬ 
ered  the  price  of  its 
Manchester-Isle  of  Man 
Apex  fare  by  20  per  cent.  The 
new  fare  is  E104  compared 
with  £130  previously.  De¬ 
tails:  0345  256256. 


Calais,  are  on 
LJAYS-V?!  offer  from 
Inntravel. 

Price,  including  dinner, 
champagne,  flowers  and  fer¬ 
ry  crossings,  is  £123  per 
person.  Details:  01653 
628862. 

□  ACTION  on  Valentine’s 
Day  is  the  suggestion  of 
Anglian  Activity  Breaks, 
which  provides  gift  vouchers 
for  100  pursuits  including 
driving  a  Russian  tank  and 
pampering  yourself  at  a 
health  club,  with  a  night’s 
accommodation  afterwards 
available  from  £21  per 
person.  Details:  01508 
492132. 

□  A  FOUR-day  Valentine 
break  at  Pbrt  Zelande  holi¬ 
day  village  in  Holland, 
which  offers  waters  ports 
and  was  featured  on  last 
Saturday's  Blind  Date,  is 
available  from  Gran  Dorada 
for  E215  per  person,  includ¬ 
ing  ferry  crossings,  with 
departures  on  February  15. 
Details:  01242  255000. 

□  SAVINGS  of  £240  per 
person  are  available  for  holi¬ 
days  including  Valentine's 
Day  at  the  all-inclusive  Club 
Antigua  resort  from  British 
Airways  Holidays.  Prices 
start  at  £749  per  person  for 
seven  nights  including 
flights.  Details:  01293723161. 

□  THE  EQUATOR  is 
where  you  could  spend  Feb¬ 
ruary  14  if  you  join  Journey 
Latin  America's  24-day  Tro 
gon  trip  to  Ecuador  and 
Colombia,  taking  in  the  An¬ 
des  and  a  Caribbean  beach. 
Price:  £1,338  per  person. 
Details:  0181-747  S315. 


-Vi  West  End  of 

M  London,  cost¬ 
ing  £65  per  per¬ 
son.  Stay  the  night  and  enjoy 
a  full  English  breakfast  for 
£159  per  person.  Details: 
0171-836  2400. 

□  COUPLES  who  stay  at 
Gteneagies  Hotel.  Scotland, 
this  month  and  fail  to  find 
romance  can  claim  a  E50 
voucher  towards  their  next 
visit  Price:  £177  per  couple 
for  one  night  including  ‘‘aph¬ 
rodisiac"  dinner  and  break¬ 
fast  Details:  01764  662231. 

□  SPEND  Valentine’s  Day 
in  Hong  Kong's  oldest  hotel, 
the  Peninsula.  Until  March 
15  the  first  night  for  two  in  a 
deluxe  room  costs  £358  with 
subsequent  nights  at  £344. 
Details  through:  Leading 
Hotels  of  the  World:  0800 
181123. 

□  BROWN’S  Hotel  in  May- 
fair  is  this  month  offering  a 
special  £15  two-course  lunch 
with  a  guarantee  that  if  the 
second  course  is  not  served 
within  an  hour  of  ordering, 
the  meal  will  be  free.  Details: 
0171-493  6020. 


□  LOW-COST  airline  Air 
Belfast  has  tied  up  a  fly-drive 
deal  with  Avis  for  passen¬ 
gers  arriving  at  Gatwick, 
5  tans  red,  Belfast  and  Shan¬ 
non  airports.  Inclusive  rent¬ 
al  rates  start  at  £4650  and 
customers  are  being  offered 
£5-worth  of  free  petrol  until 
February  29.  Details:  0345 
464748. 

□  MIDDLE  East  Airlines 
has  scrapped  first-dass 
flights  between  London  and 
Beirut  in  favour  of  an  im¬ 
proved  business -class  prod¬ 
uct  with  more  comfortable 
seats  and  a  more  lavish  meal 
service.  Details:  0171- 
4935681. 

□  ICELANDAIR  is  offering 
transatlantic  business  dass 
passengers  a  free  pair  of 
economy-class  tickets  to 
France.  Belgium  or  Holland. 
The  offer  is  valid  until  the 
end  of  May:  free  flights  must 
be  taken  by  August  31. 
Details:  0171-388  5599. 


Lisbon  &  Porto 

from 

£114 

return 

with  2  nights  free 
accommodation  in  3  star  hotel.* 


Portuga  line 

01716309223 

All  flights  are  on  scheduled  services. 

BooJcingS  must  be  made  by  19th  February  1996,  departures  up  to  28th  March  19%. 

*P«e  a  per  paw-  2  adults  «ust  vwl  tuueite;  twta  occupancy  3  sar 
two  ragh  Sty  or  3  Sstunty  tief*. 

Sutler  to  ayalafcrtty  CarawU  Tours  Ltd.  MOL  IMS.  Airport  Taws  are  not  Hdudrd 


By  Harvey  Elliott 

HONG  KONG  is  expecting  a 
i  surge  of  Britons  keen  to  visit 
the  colony  before  it  is  handed 
back  to  China  on  July  1,1997. 

Changes  which  the  hand¬ 
over  will  inevitably  bring  are 
already  beginning  in  the  high- 
rise,  high-income,  high-tech, 
high-density  group  of  islands. 
The ‘’Britishness” is  gradually 
fading,  and  many  of  the  old 
colonial  buildings  have  disap1 
peared  as.  concrete,  glass  and 
steel  buildings  change  the 
skyline  almost  daily. 

The  traditional  trade  of 
tailoring  is  declining  fast  as 
companies  move  from  the 
■teeming  streets  of  Hong  Kong 
island  and  Kowloon  to  main¬ 
land  China,  where  labour  is 
much  cheaper.  Much  of  the 
colony's  manufacturing  indus¬ 
try  is  being  replaced  by  service 
industries  —  with  tourism 
rapidly  becoming  the  biggest 
of  them  all. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  new 
tourists,  however,  are  not 
from  Britain  but  from  the 
People's  Republic  of  China 
ana  the  expanding  nations  of 
Asia.  Of  the  ten  million  people 
who  have  visited  China  in  the 
past  12  months,  well  over  two 
million  came  from  China,  just 
under  two  million  from  Tai¬ 
wan  and  almost  as  many  from 
Japan.  The  number  of  British 
visitors  has  been  sinking  slow¬ 
ly  to  about  350,000,  of  whom 
25  per  cent  were  on  business 
and  most  of  the  others  stop¬ 
ping  briefly  on  their  way  to 
some  other  Far  Eastern  holi¬ 
day  destination. 

As  Hong  Kong's  economic 
growth  has  continued,  prices 
have  risen  sharply,  often  mak¬ 
ing  shopping  —  still  the  top 
activity  among  tourists  —  as 
expensive  as  it  is  in  London. 
But  this  has  not  deterred  the 
tourists  from  South-East  Asia, 
many  of  whom  can  still  buy  all 
kinds  of  goods  at  30  per  cent 
less  than  they  can  in  their 
home  country  —  and  get  the 
latest  models  much  more 
quickly  than  at  home.  Thai 
explains  why  British  viators 
spent  half  as  much  in  Hong 
Kong’s  shops  in  1994  as  they 
did  on  hotel  bills  while  the 
Japanese  spent  twice  as  much 
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Soft  landing;  an  artist's  impression  of  the  £12  billion  24-hour  airport  being  built  cm  reclaimed  land  in  Hong  Kong 


in  buying  goods  as  on  their 
hotel  rooms. 

But  Hong  Kong  is  not  all 
about  shopping.  Its  85  hotels 
offer  33.490  rooms,  and  many 
—  such  as  the  Mandarin,  the 
Peninsula  and  the  two  Shan- 
gri  La  hotels  —  are  among  the 
best,  and  most  expensive,  in 
the  world. 

The  millions  of  glittering 
lights  in  the  harbour  provide 
views  of  incredible  splendour 
while  up  in  the  New  Territo¬ 
ries  the  ancient,  mystic  way  of 
life  goes  on  —  albeit  between 
the  tower  blocks  which  have 
sprung  up  in  many  villages. 

There  are  Chinese  arts  festi¬ 
vals.  dragon  boat  racing,  lion 


dancing,  music,  crowded  dim- 
sura  restaurants,  a  funicular 
railway  to  the  Peak,  boats  in 
the  harbour,  bird  sanctuaries, 
sport  galore  and  the  ubiqui¬ 
tous  karaoke  bars. 

Will  all  this  and  the  ostenta¬ 
tious  wealth  which  pervades 
Hong  Kong  be  allowed  to 
continue  after  July  I.  1997? 
Everyone  has  a  different  an¬ 
swer.  Some  daim  that  Hong 
Kong  is  now  so  important  to 
the  whole  Chinese  economy 
that  Peking  could  not  possibly 
interfere.  Others  give  dark 
warning  that  already  the  sa¬ 
bres  are  bang  rattled,  the 
Mao  suits  are  reappearing, 
the  Red  Army  guards  who  will 


move  into  the  old  British 
Army  and  Navy  bases  are 
bring  trained  and  true  democ¬ 
racy  and  dissent  will  not  be 
tolerated  by  the  rulers  in 
Peking. 

Still  others  are  certain  that 
China  will  not  lose  Face  by 
publidy  moving  against  the 
people  of  Hong  Kong  when,  an 
agreement  setting  out  dearly 
their  rights  has  just  been  - 
signed,  and  that  there  is  so 
much  mainland  Chinese 
money  tied  up  in  Hong  Kong 
that  it  must  nor  suffer  an 
economic  setback. 

One  senior  Hong  Kong 
official  said:  “I  am  convinced 
that  July  1997  will  be  a  comma 


Snowfalls  leave  Paris  by  bus  for  £25  return 

.  -g  m  m  %  By  Martin  Symington 

I  ■  I  ^  I1 1  VI  fl  Pll  A  NEW  International  bus  Channel  Tunnel  on  Le  Shuttle  Among  the  most  comped 
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By  Graham  Duffill 


JANUARY  snowfalls  have 
largely  blessed  those  countries 
where  the  pound  carries  most 
value,  and  left  those  with 
strong  currencies  in  poor 
shape.  Italy,  Spain,  Andorra. 
America  and  Canada  have 
enjoyed  lashings  of  snow  since 
Christmas.  Large  parts  of 
France,  Austria  and  Switzer¬ 
land,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
had  only  a  sprinkling,  and 
Norway  is  virtually  snowless. 

For  most  tour  operators  it 
has  compounded  a  January 


London 
gets  an 
update 

By  Tony  D  awe 


AN  E8  million  drive  to  present 
London  as  modern  and  vi¬ 
brant  instead  of  the  grimy  old- 
j  fashioned  city  portrayed  in  the 
prewar  and  postwar  films  was 
launched  this  week. 

The  campaign,  financed 
jointly  by  the  British  Tourist 
Authority,  the  National  Heri¬ 
tage  Department  and  private 
investment,  is  intended  ro 
boost  spending  by  visitors  in 
the  capital,  which  -has  been 
increasing  at  a  slower  rate 
than  in  many  international 
cities. 

“Too  many  people  have  an 
outdated  image  of  London  and 
yet  it  is  at  the  cutting  edge  of 
fashion,  music,  nightlife  and 
eating  out."  says  Colin  Hobbs, 
managing  director  of  the 
London  Tourist  Board,  which 
will  lead  the  campaign.  “It  is 
pretisdy  these  dements  that 
need  far  greater  emphasis, 
particularly  in  targeting  the 
new  and  younger  fast-growing 
markets  across  the  world.” 

The  campaign,  supported 
by  many  companies  involved 
m  The  city*  tourism  industry, 
will  include  a  series  of  interna¬ 
tional  promotions  and  tele 
vision  advertising  in  the 
United  Stales  and  Far  East  Its 
larger  is  to  increase  spending 
by  visitors  over  the  next  five 
years  to  generate  an  extra  £15 
billion  for  London  and  create  a 
forther  50,000 jobs  by  the  turn  I 
oF  the  century. 

It  has,  however,  got  off  to  a 
bad  start.  Design  experts  have 
criticised  the  logo  which  will 
be  used  in  the  promotions  —  a 
crown  of  blue,  yellow  and  red 
dancing  figures  above  rhe 
city's  name  —  as  “ineffective, 
feeble  and  witless".  Mr  Hobbs 
says  the  logo  emphasises  ihe 
city's  vitality'. 


bookings  nightmare.  The 
smart  skier  has  learnt  to  hold 
off  booking  until  the  last 
minute  and  was  rewarded  last 
month  by  mass-market  opera¬ 
tors  cutting  prices  to  rock 
bottom  to  fill  acommodation 
in  some  resorts- 

Paul  Chase  Gardener,  of  the 
chalet  operator  Bladon  Lines, 
said:  "Early  bookings  were 
weak  and,  combined  with 
poor  snow  reports,  it  meant 
there  was  masses  of  stuff 
unsold.  Selling  prices  in  Janu¬ 
ary  were  dramatically  lower 
[  than  I  can  ever  remember.” 

However.  February  and 
I  March  bookings  were  doing 
well,  he  said. 

Italian  holidays  continue  to 
outsell  last  year  but  the  big¬ 
gest  boom  is  in  ski  holidays  to 
Canada,  which  is  now  so 
popular  it  is  difficult  to  find 
seats  on  flights  to  Calgary  and 
Vancouver.  Jill  White,  of  the 
Canadian  High  Commission, 
said:  "The  airlines  are  carry¬ 
ing  iwice  as  many  passengers 
as  last  year,  the  Banff!  Lake 
Louise  area  will  more  than 
double  the  number  of  British 
visitors." 

Ski  the  American  Dream 
began  taking  Britons  to  ski  in 
America  15  years  ago.  By  1990 
they  were  still  carrying  only  j 
500  passengers  but  last  year 
rook  6.000.  of  whom  45  per 
cent  went  to  Canada.  Alan 
Reed,  a  company  spokesman, 
said:  "We’re  laughing  all  the 
way  to  the  bank.  After  a  very 
strong  .year  last  year,  we  are 
26  per  cent  up  so  far  this  year." 

A  series  of  storms  passing 
over  North  America  has  pro¬ 
duced  huge  snowfalls.  The 
base  at  Lake  Louise  is  14ft  and 
at  Sunshine  Village  it  is  18ft. 
though  Temperatures  at  the 
stan  of  this  week  were  -32C 
rising  ro  a  daily  high  of  -18C. 
Steamboat  Springs.  Colorado, 
had  16ft  of  snow  tn  January 
alone,  and  Park  City,  Utah. 
10ft. 

In  Europe  all  the  major  falls 
in  January  have  come  from 
the  south,  coating  the  south¬ 
ern  flank  of  the  Alps  but 
leaving  the  northern  side  thin. 

The  snow  follows  a  line 

through  the  Alps  roughly 
from  Us  Deux  Alpes.  through 
Tignes,  La  Thuile.  Chamonix. 
Zermatt.  Saas  Fee.  Davos  and 
Obergurgl.”  said  David 
Hearns,  of  the  Ski  Club  of 
Great  Britain,  The  snow  has 
fallen  on  the  windward  side 
and  left  the  lees  with  nothing 
new.  You  can  go  to  Chamonix 
and  look  down  the  Aosta 
Valley  where  there  are  buckets 
of  new*  snow*,  while  a 
kilometre  away  on  the  other 
side  the  snow  is  old  and  grey." 


A  NEW  International  bus 
company,  CityZap,  has  en¬ 
tered  the  fiercely  competitive 
London  to  Paris  and  Amster¬ 
dam  routes  with  a  £25  return 
fare  for  a  twice-daily  service  to 
each  dty  from  March  l— with 
bookings  from  today. 

Travellers  must  book  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  February  to 
take  advantage  of  the  bargain 
fore,  which  will  then  increase 
to  £55.  European  Bus,  the 
Dutch  owners  of  CityZap,  are 
targeting  15  to  30-year-olds. 

Its  marketing  partners  in¬ 
dude  MTV,  Coca-Cola  and 
Mars,  whose  products  will  be 
provided  free  on  the  services. 
The  journeys  through  the 


By  Martin  Symington 

Channel  Tunnel  on  Le  Shuttle 
will  take  about  seven  hours. 

‘“We  saw  a  gap.  in  the 
market  for  cost-effective  travel 
for  young  people  who  want  a 
fast  service  but  one  which  is 
within  their  budget,"  says  Jfl 
van  Eyle.  head  of  CityZap. 

Eurostar  is  ejqxcted  to  an¬ 
nounce  its  lowest  rail  fore 
from  London  to  Paris  today: 
£59  for  a  Saturday  day-return 
or  for  travel  on  Mondays  to 
Thursdays  including  a  mini¬ 
mum  three  nights  away.  For 
travel  including  a  weekend 
night  away,  the  fare  will  be 
£69.  London  to  Amsterdam 
via  Brussels  will  cost  £77.  The 
offers  last  until  March  31. 


Among .  the  most  competi¬ 
tive  are  fares  to  Paris  currently 
available -is  .£62  on  British 
Midland  from  Heathrow  in¬ 
cluding  a  Saturday  night  stay. 
Transavia  flies  from  Gatwick 
to  Amsterdam  for  £69.  also 
'including  a  Saturday  night 
stay.  Air  UK  offers  restricted  ^ 
feres  from  Stans  ted  to  Paris 
from  £59  and  to  Amsterdam 
from  £74. 

Air  France  Holidays  is  of¬ 
fering  return  flights  to  Paris 
.  with  two  nights  accommoda- 
tkm  in  a  three-star  hotel  plus 
Metro  and  museum  tickets 
for  -  £99  until  the  end  of 
March. 

•  CUyZap:  0800  968504.  1  ... 


New  hotel  guides  for  1996 


RE  LAIS  & -CHATEAUX,  the 
consortium  of  worldwide  lux¬ 
ury  hotels,  yesterday 
launched  a  new  1996  directory 
of  its  410  member  holds. 

The  directory,  which  con¬ 
tains  photographs  and  details 
of  all  the  hotels  including  22 
new  members,  is  just  one  of  a 
dutch  of  glossy'  directories 
published  by  international 
marketing  consortiums.  These 
guides,  unlike  the  AA  and 
Michelin  Guides,'  do  not  offer 
an  independent  rating  of  the 
hotels,  but  provide  complete 
details  of  their  luxury  hotels. 

Among  the  several  others 
just  published  is  the  264-page 
guide  from  the  Small  Luxury 
Hotels  of  the  World  group. 
There  are  some  205  properties 


By  David  Churchill 

in  40  countries  listed,  includ¬ 
ing  Sweden’s  oldest  hotel,  the 
Gripsholms  Vardshus.  in 
Mariefred,  and  a  15th-century 
fort-palace,  the  Neerarana,  in 
India.  A  promotion  launched 
with  the  guide  offers  the' 
chance  of  free  accommodation 
with  a  special  "passport”  pro 
gramme:  the  first  1JXX)  callers 
requesting  a  directory  and 
mentioning  the  passport  pro¬ 
gramme  will  get  the  first  hotel 
“stamp"  already  in  plane. 

The  68-year-old  consortium. 
Leading.  Hotels  of  the  World, . 
has  also  just  produced  its  1996 
guide  to  more  than  300  of  the 
world's  most  exclusive  hotels, 
including  new  members  in 
Hungary.  South  Africa,  Zim¬ 
babwe  and  French  Polynesia. 


The  consortium  has  this  year 
published  a  separateriirectoiy 
railed  Great  Affordables ,  fist¬ 
ing  some  160 'hotels  offering 
special  off-seasoh  deals. 

The  European  Connection, 
from  the  Massey  Partnership, 
focuses  on  specially  'selected 
smaller.  UK  arid  continimtal 
hotels,  while  several  top  Irish 
hotels,  including- .the  Pari: 
Hotel  Kenmare  m  Co  Kerry, 
and  Dromoland  Castle  iri  Go 
Clare,  are  included  m'lSlefeant 
Resorts’  new  guide.  . .  *. 

•  Relais  &  Chateaux.  0771-287 
0987;  Small  Luxury  Hotels  of  the 
World.  01372  37SJi6i  beading 
Hotels  of  the  World,  0800  181 
123;  European  Connection, 
0171-930  7686;  Elegant  Resorts, 
01244897777.,  . 


and  not  a  fiiil  stop  in  the 
history  of  Hong  Kong."  The 
Hong  Kong  Tourist  Associ¬ 
ation.  has  launched  a  cam¬ 
paign  under  the ■  title 
“Wonders  Never  Criase",  to 
persuade  more  visitors  to 
come  to  Hong  Kong. 

But  50.000  well-to-do  Hong 
Kong  families,  ail  skilled  man¬ 
agers  or  business  figures, 
have  lull  British  passports 
which  they  are  holding  onto — 
just  in  case.  They  will  not 
hesitate  to  use  them  to  leave 
their  homeland  if  the  need 
arises,  .  taking  their  money 
with  them  and  bringing  about 
the  “doomsday  scenario”  ev¬ 
eryone  secretly  fears. 


hub  for 

Asia  * 

AN  AIRPORT bigeer  d-J 
Heathrow  is  being  buti 
reclaimed  land  at  a  n 

more  than  02  bdhon  mjn 
attempt  to  turn  Hon-  k  - 
into  the'  travel  hub  of  A»a- 
Harvey  Elliott  writes. 

After  months  of  wrangling 
which  delayed  the  opening 
Cbek  Lap  Kok  airport-  China. 
Japan  and  Britain  are  now  co¬ 
operating  in  one  of  the  mo* 
ambitious  airport  projects 
ever  undertaken. 

The  existing  Kai  Tak  air- 
port,  in  the  heart  of  Kowloon, 
is  already  having  to  turn 
away  at  least  400  flights  a 
week  because  it  has  greatly 
exceeded,  its  limit  of  24  million 
passengers  a  year.  The  new 
-airport  will  operate  24  hours  a 
day  and  enabling  it  to  handle 
initially  35  million  passengers 
a  year,  growing  to  85  million, 
once  a  second  runway  is  built 
—  more  than  Heathrow’s 
capacity  even  with  Terminal 
5. 

The  logic  behind  the  deci¬ 
sion  to  build  the  airport  is 
powerful.  Half  the  world’s 
population  lives  within  four 
hours*  flying  time  of  Hong 
Kpng.  Last  year,  Asia  had  25 
per  cent  of  the  world’s  airline 
traffic  This  is  predicted  to 
grow  to  56  per  cent  by  2010. ' 
when  the  region  will  have  the 
largest  fleet  of  aircraft  in  the 
world. 

Cathay  Pacific,  the  Hong 
Kong-based  airline  which  has 
a  225  per  cent  Chinese  Invest¬ 
ment,  plans  to  cash  in  on  the 
boom  by  moving  its  entire 
operation  to  the  new  airport 
Cathay  has  developed  an 
intricate  plan  to  link  flights 
more  dosdy  with  its  regional 
partner  Dragonair,  which  op¬ 
erates  14  flights  a  week  to 
Peking  and  16  to  Shanghai. 
enabling  international  pas¬ 
sengers  to  make  connections 
to  towns  and  dties  through¬ 
out  China  and  the  Far  East. 

The  airline  is  investing  $9 
billion  in  new  aircraft  and 
equipment  and  has  no 
qualms  about  tbe  impending 
Chinese  takeover  of  Hong 
Kong.  i 
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BRITTANY  Barries  has  un¬ 
veiled  a  range  of  short  breaks 
to  France  and  Spain  —  with  4 
free  mobile  phone  for  eadj 
booking.  Day  trips  and  24-, 
hour  returns  toCaen,  St  Malol 
Cherbourg  and  Roscoff  cost 
£19  for  a  car  and  passengers, 
rising  to  £69  for  right  days! 
fravd.  until  the  'end  of  April; 
Detail  099036036Q:.  j1 

□  A  FIVE-DAY .  ntinhcruisa 
combining  Gothenburg  and} 
Copenhagen  lias  been  pack-j 
aged -by  Scandinavian  Sea-j 
ways,  costing  £99  per.  person 
until  foe  .  end  of  March  and 
£109  from  April  until  the  end 
of  June.  Departures  are  orj 
Sundays  from  February  4 
Details:  0990  333111. 

i 

□  EURODRJVE  has  a  £75 

unrestricted  five-day  return  oh 
Le  Shuttle  to  Calais  priced  at 
£136  for  a  standard  return.  A 
£49  five-day  return  is  also 
available  for  outbound  travel 
between  11pm  and  5am.  and 
£59  for  a  standard  return 
between  foe  same  hours.  Trav¬ 
el  by -April  30.  Details:  0181- 
342  8979.  •  ' 


SATURDAY 

TRAVEL 


Travel  with  the 
Weekend  section 
to  Copenhagen, 
Botswana  and  the 
islandsofMalta, 
Ibiza,  Majorca, 
r  and  Menorca. 
PLUS  skiing,  and 
university  cities 


Denmark  wins  cultural  crown 


FROM  CHKimronoERFoiijetT  in  Copenhagen 


Tivoli  Gardens:  reported  first  loss  in  its  153-year  history 


COPENHAGEN  has  taken 
over  from  Luxembourg  as 
Europe’s  "cultural  .capitar.  at 
a  gala  ceremony,  attended-fry 
Queen  Margrethe;  to  launch  a 
year-long  program  me  of  more 
than  1,800  events  at  a  cost  of 
about  £115  million.  • 

A  hundred  imported  events 
include  exhibitions  of  Picasso 
and  Rembrandt,  and  of  Is¬ 
lamic  culture.  Music  festivals 
will  indude  the  BBC  Sym¬ 
phony  and  London  Sympho¬ 
ny  Orchestras,  classical  solo¬ 
ists.  the  Kirov  Ballet  and 
Britain’s  Royal  Ballet.  ..  ... 

Leading  the  home-grown 
talent,  the  Royal  Danish  Bal¬ 
let  will  dance  a  new  Hamlet 
rode  ballet  on  a  floating  stage 
on  the  moat  of  Elsinore  Cas¬ 
tle.  Danish  I9fo-ceatmy 
"golden  age"  and  modern 
Nordic,  painting  will  be  on 


show,  as  will  modern  Danish 
design.  Workshops  wifi  pon¬ 
der  the  future  of  capital  dties 
in  the  21st  century. 

More  than  40  restorations, 
rebuilding  schemes  and 
building  projects,  including  a 
stunning  new  modern  art 
museum,  are  under  way  for 
“cultural  capital"  year,  with 
city  squares  getting  a  facelift 
and  old. town  houses  receiv¬ 
ing  a  coat  of  new  paint. 

The “cultural  capital" 
project  comes  at  an  opportune 
time  for  Tivoli  Gardens,  Co¬ 
penhagen's  worid^renqwped. 
amusement  park,  which  Ire- 
ported  a  loss  in  1995  for  the 
first  time  in  its  153-year  hist¬ 
ory.  Annual  visitors  to. Den-, 
mark’s  prime  tourist  attrac¬ 
tion  have  slumped  to  ,3 S 
million  from  more  than  4 
million. 
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Bv  Harvey  Eluott 

F^4NCE  is  to  launch  a’  £1 
raiJJion  advertising  campaign 
on  British  television  next  week 
in  an  attempt  to  won  back  the 
tourists  who.  have  turned  their 
backs  on  Europe’s  most  popu¬ 
lar  holiday  destination  ‘ 

Backed  by  P&O.  the  ferry 
company.  French  regions 
have  collaborated  in  a  series  of 
advertisements  to  be  shown 
on  both  FTV  and  Channel  4, 
the  first  national  TV  campaign 
launched  by  France. 

The  campaign  will  feature 
what  sounds  like  English  foot¬ 
ball  fans  singing  “Here  we 
don't  go"  to  get  across  the 
message  that  France  does  not 
attract  “lager  louts"  and  is 
both  safe  and  attractive;  espe¬ 
cially  for  families  with  young 
children  and  older  people.  ■ 

At  the  same  time  hotels  in 
Paris  are  combining  to  offer 
three  nights  for  the  price  of 
two,  the  Eurostar  train  is 
cutting  the  price  of  its  cheapest 
return  tickets  to  £59  and  Air 
France  has  an  offer  Which 
indudes  return  flights,  two 
nights  in  a  hotel,  a  Metro  pass 
and  transfers  from  the  airport 
for  £99.  ... 

Many  shops  and  restau¬ 
rants.  which  were  also  badly 
affected  by  fee.  sudden  fell  in 
visitor  numbers,  are  offering 
discounts  of  up  to  .20  per  cent 
phis  gifts  and  other  incentives 
to  win  back  custom. 

.  French  hotels,  ,  especially  in 
Paris,  admit  that  they  are 
“desperate"  for  business  The 
upmarket  Baltimore  In  fee 


Avenue  Kleiber,  lor  example, 
says  that  less.  fean  20  per  cent 
of  fee  1Q5  rooms  available 
have  been  booked  so  far  for 
February.  This  is  a  partem 
repeated  throughout  :the 
capital 

The  decision  by  the  French 
Government  to  restart  nuclear 
testing  had  a  .  particularly 
damaging  effect  on  Japanese 
and  Scandinavian  -  visitors, 
who  stayed  away  in 
numbers  -  throughout = 
summer.  -  .  - 

Then  the  series  of  bombings 
in  Paris  put  off  sdiorf  parties, 
conventions  and  other  travel¬ 
lers.  The  strikes,  which  para¬ 
lysed  the  capital  in  November 
and  Decem  ber,  gave  a ,  nega¬ 
tive  image- of  France -around 
fee  .  world,  and  the.  franc 
gradually  gained  in  strength, 
especially  against  fee  pound, 
making  the  country  appear 
massively  overprided  com¬ 
pared  with  rival  destinations 
such  as  Italy  and  Spain. 

As  .  result  at  these  !  prob¬ 
lems  there  was  an  overall  fell 
in  fee  number  \o£  tourists  for 
■  19%  when  for  a.fene  during, 
the  spring*  haefsfemed  tbatir 
would  prove  to  be  a  record 
year.  '  ;  •  r.\V  •' 

Nonetheless,  more  than  60, 
million  people. "  still .  visited 
FrWrice  .lak  year  and  researdi 
has  shown  that  it  still  holds  a 
strong  appeal,  especially  for 
the  British.  The  new  series  of 
promotional  campaigns  will 
it  is  hoped,  stimulate  'the 
dormant  desire  to  go  them - 


Flowers  for  the  occasion  —  villagers  of  Burgundy  remember  the  patron  saint  of  vineyards  at  St  Vincent  Toumante 


Tourists  flock  to  wine  festival 


THE  PEOPLE  of  Burgundy 
did  their  bit  to  boost  flagging 
tourism  in  France  by  staging 
a  successful  -  and  wefl- 
organised  wine  festival  dedi¬ 
cated  tn  tbe  anniversary  of  St 
Vincent,  patron  saint  of  fee 
vmeyaids.lasr 
Neariy  180,000 'visitors,  in¬ 
cluding  tourists  from  Britain. 
Belgium.  Germany  and  Swit¬ 
zerland,  poured' into  the  vil¬ 
lage  '  of  Auxcy  Duresses, 
which  had  been  selected  six 
years  ago  to  host  this  year’s  5/ 
Vincent  Toumante.  - 
In  fee  intervening  years,  fee 
village's,  winemakers  joined 
forces  to  produce  four  erodes 


By  Tony  Dawe 


which  could  be  sampled  at 
will  by  visitors  after  punhas¬ 
ing  a  Fr30  (£750)  ticket  which 
came  in  the  form  of  a  com¬ 
memorative  wine  glass. 

Other  inhabitants  of  Auxey, 
which  lies  in  a  valley  four 
miles  beyond  Beaune,  had 
spent  years  preparing  exhibi¬ 
tions  and  malting  paper  flow¬ 
ers  to  transform  the  winter 
scene  into  summer. 

Green  “leaves”  had  been 
attached  to  fee  bare,  pruned 
vines  closest  to  the  church  and 
waxwork  models  carefully 
dothed  and  arranged  to  re¬ 


create  fee  wine  harvest  On 
the  other  side  of  fee  village,  a 
field  of  paper  poppies  glowed 
amid  the  gloom,  while  all  the 
approaches  were  lined  with 
redundant  Christmas  trees 
decorated  with  paper  roses. 

“The  festival  has  become 
increasingly  important,  not 
only  in  promoting  the  wines 
of  a  particular  village,  but  in 
attracting  tourists  to  a  unique 
event  in  the  middle  of  winter," 
Agnes  Diconne,  of  the 
organising  committee,  said. 
“Although  fee  country  as  a 
whole  has  suffered  a  drop  in 


visitors,  we  have  heard  more 
British  voices  at  the  festival 
this  year  than  ever  before.” 

Mme  Diconne’s  grandfa¬ 
ther.  Paul  was  among  seven 
villagers  who  were  made  hon¬ 
orary  members  of  the  Broth¬ 
erhood  of  Winetastns  at  a 
ceremony  during  the  festival 
Now  91.  he  had  first  come  to 
the  village  to  work  in  the 
vineyards  before  acquiring 
his  own  land  and  developing 
a  successful  family  wine¬ 
growing  business. 

The  ceremony  followed  a 
procession  led  by  knights  of 
fee  brotherhood,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  marching  bands. 


Arriving  to  a 
roar  of  anger 


NOTHING  sends  those  who 
live  under  or  even  near  the 
Heathrow  flight  path  into 
paroxysms  of  anger  like  the 
roar  of  a  jumbo  jet  as  it  begins 
its  final  approach  in  the  small 
hours  of  the  morning  after  a 
long  overnight  journey  from 
fee  Far  East. 

I  was  one  of  377  people  on 
board  a  jumbo  jet  which  came 
in  over  Windsor  at  520am  on 
Sunday.  And  we  were  not  even 
the  fust  aircraft  to  land  feat 
morning.  No  wonder  the 
locals  complain  and  demand 
to  know  why  these  wretched 
planes  cannot  leave  them  un¬ 
disturbed  just  a  little  longer. 

The  problem  revolves 
around  fee  development  of 
super  long-range  aircraft  such 
as  the  Boeing  747-400  and  the 
Airbus  A340.  which  can  now 
reach  London  non-stop  in 
flights  lasting  more  than  14 
hours. 

My  flight  —  CX  25).  Cathay 
Pacific's  daily  747  service  from 
Hong  Kong  to  Heathrow  — 
left  Hong  Kong's  Kai  Tak 
airport  at  11.30pm,  the  last 
flight  of  the  day  to  London. 

It  could  not  leave  later 
because  Kai  Tak — at  the  heart 
of  a  crowded  city  —  shuts 
down  at  midnight 

The  route  is  longer  than  it 
need  be  because  of  a  complex 
dispute  between  Britain  and 
China  over  air  services.  The 
Chinese,  to  put  pressure  on 
Britain  in  negotiations  over 
Hong  Kong,  have  refused  to 
allow  aircraft  to  fly  through 
their  airspace  on  their  way  to 
Russia  along  an  airway 
known  as  Bravo  330.  So 
Cathay,  British  Airways  and 
Virgin  jets  have  to  fly  much 
further  south  over  Iran  or 
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Afghanistan,  adding  up  to  an 
hour  to  the  flight  time. 

Because  Hong  Kong  is  eight 
hours  ahead  of  London,  the 
14^ -hour  flight  means  feat  the 
jet  should  arrive  at  6am.  still 
too  early  for  fee  local  resi¬ 
dents’  peace  and  quiet  When 
the  headwinds  are  light  it 
arrives  even  earlier.  Flying  on 
the  northern  route,  if  ap¬ 
proved.  would  cut  an  hour 
from  the  journey  time  so  that 
in  the  winter  the  landing 
would  be  at  about  4 .30am. 

In  two  years  Hong  Kong  is 
to  get  a  new  airport,  built  on 
an  island,  which  will  be  open 
for  24  hours  a  day.  It  would, 
therefore,  be  possible  for  the 
jets  to  take  off  at,  for  example. 
230am,  instead  of  UJOpm 
and  arrive  at  a  less  disturbing 
time.  But  an  early-morning 
departure  is  inconvenient  for 
passengers,  and  in  any  case 
there  are  no  more  landing 
slots  at  Heathrow  in  the 
middle  of  the  day  to  accept  fee 
rescheduled  flights. 

Why  not  switch  to  daytime 
flights  leaving  at  midday  in¬ 
stead  of  midnight?  The  same 
holds  true  —  a  lack  of  slots. 
And  passengers  hate  travel¬ 
ling  for  12  hours  or  more 
through  the  day  when  sleep  is 
impossible  and  jet  lag  is  made 
many  times  worse.  What  can 
be  done?  Suggestions  please, 
to  Cathay  Pacific,  British  Air¬ 
ways  or  Virgin. 
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Law  Report  February  1 1996  Court  of  Appeal 


Convention  applies  to  daim  made  under  void  contract 


Kleinwort  Benson  lid  v  Glas¬ 
gow  City  Co  unril 
Before  Lord  Justice  Leggan.  Lord 
Justice  Roch  and  Lori  Justice 
Miller: 

(Judgment  January  25] 

A  claim  for  restitution  of  money 
[aid  under  a  contract,  which  was  a 
nullity  because  of  the  recipient's 
want  of  capacity  to  enter  into  h. 
was  a  matter  "relating  to  a 
contract"  within  the  meaning  of 
article  5(1)  of  the  Brussels  Conven¬ 
tion  on  Jurisdiction  and  foe 
Enforcement  of  Judgments  in  Civil 
and  Commercial  Matters  1068. 
enacted  by  the  Civil  jurisdiction 
and  Judgments  Act  1982. 

Accordingly,  the  English  court 
had  jurisdiction,  pursuant  to  foe 
special  jurisdiction  conferred  by 
article  5.  to  hear  the  claim  of  the 
plaintiff  bank  against  foe  defen¬ 
dant,  domiciled  in  ScoLlsnd.  for 
recovery  or  money  paid  under  foe 
terms  of  seven  written  interest  rate 
swap  contracts,  such  contracts 
having  been  held  subsequently  by 
foe  House  of  Lords  to  be  void:  see 
Hazel l  v  Hammersmith  and  Ful¬ 
ham  London  Borough  Council 
(77te  Times  January  25.  1991;  [1992] 
2  AC  I). 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held  by  a 
majority.  Lord  Justice  Leggaa 
dissenting,  in  a  reserved  judgment 
allowing  foe  appeal  of  KJeinwon 
Benson  Ltd  against  foe  order  of  Mr 
Justice  Hirst  (The  Times  March  17. 
1992;  [1993]  QB  429)  in  favour  of 
Glasgow  City  Council  on  its 
application  to  set  aside  foe  service 
of  foe  plaintiffs  writ  on  it  on  the 
ground  that  foe  proper  forum  for 
any  daim  against  it  was  Scotland. 

Leave  was  granted  to  appeal  to 
the  House  of  Lords. 

Article  5  of  foe  1968  Convention, 
as  set  out  in  Schedule  4  to  foe  I9&2 
Act.  provides:  "A  person  domiciled 
in  a  pan  of  foe  United  kingdom 
may.  in  another  pan  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  be  sued:  (1)  in  matters 
relating  to  a  contract,  in  the  courts 
for  the  place  of  performance  of  the 
obligation  in  question  ...  (3)  In 
matters  relating  to  ton,  delict  or 
quasi-delict,  in  foe  courts  for  foe 
place  where  foe  harmful  event 
occurred. . 

Mr  Thomas  Beazley  and  Mr 
Adrian  Briggs  far  foe  plaintiff 
bank;  Mr  Michael  Burton.  QCand 
Mr  Jonathan  Techs  for  Glasgow. 

LORD  JUSTICE  LEGGATT. 
dissenting,  adopted  foe  Facts  as  set 
out  bV  the  Court  of  Appeal  (JI994] 
QB  404. 411-412)  on  an  application 
for  a  reference  to  the  Court  of 
Justice  of  the  European  Commu¬ 
nities  under  article  177  of  foe  EC 
Treaty  (Cm  455). 

He  said  that  in  its  simplest  form 
foe  swap  agreement  was  an  agree¬ 
ment  between  two  parties  whereby 
one  paid  to  foe  other,  over  a  period 
of  months  or  years,  sums  cal¬ 
culated  by  reference  to  foe  dif¬ 
ference  between  a  lured  rate  of 


interest  and  the  current  market 
rate  of  interest  (rum  time  to  time. 

Its  essential  feature  was  that  ft 
was  a  futures  contract  the  finan¬ 
cial  outcome  of  which  depended  on 
future  movements  in  interest  rates. 
From  1982  onwards  a  number  of 
local  authorities  came  to  use  them. 

All  such  transactions  were  held 
by  the  House  of  Lords  in  Hazell  to 

be  void  ab  ini  do  For  lack  of  capacity 
to  enter  into  them.  There  followed 
claims  in  foe  Commercial  Court, 
mostly  by  banks  against  local 
authorities. 

So  far  the  Court  of  Appeal  had 
held  a  bank  was  entitled  id  recover 
the  balance  standing  to  the  credit 
of  foe  authority  when  foe  trans¬ 
actions  were  aborted  by  the  Hazell 
decision:  see  Westdeutsche 
[ mules  hank  Girozentrale  v  Isling¬ 
ton  London  Borough  Council  f  The 
77m«s  December  30.  [993:  [1994]  l 
WLR  938). 

The  plaintiff  bank  sought 
restitution  in  September  1991  of 
£807.230.  foe  sum  then  outstand¬ 
ing  to  the  credit  of  foe  defendant 
authority  under  foe  swap  arrange¬ 
ments.  The  authority  contended 
that  the  proper  place  to  bring 
proceedings  was  in  the  courts  of 
Scotland.  Mr  Burton  acknowledg¬ 
ing  that  the  principal  reason  for 
that  was  that  foe  period  of  limita¬ 
tion  which  was  or  might  be 
applicable  was  shorter  in  Scotland. 

His  Lordship  said  that  the 
jurisdiction  issue  arose  under 
Schedule  4  to  foe  1982  Act,  which 
set  out  in  relation  to  countries  of 
the  United  Kingdom  provisions 
comparable  wfo  those  in  the 
Brussels  Convention  in  relation  to 
contracting  states. 

For  purposes  of  the  promt  case 
what  proved  determinative  was 
the  answer  to  the  question  whether 
national  or  European  law  should 
be  applied  to  the  construction  of 
Schedule  4.  Because  foe  Conven¬ 
tion  did  not  apply  to  the  present 
dispute,  nothing  in  the  1982  Act 
required  the  application  of  Euro¬ 
pean  law.  The  distinction  between 
the  Brussels  Convention  and 
Schedule  4  was  important,  and 
was  dearly  drawn  by  foe  1982  Ad. 

Whereas  by  section  3(1)  the 
meaning  and  effect  of  foe  Conven¬ 
tion  were  to  be  determined  "in 
accordance  with  the  principles  laid 
down  by  and  any  relevant  decision 
of  the  European  Court*'  section  16 
provided  that  in  determining  any 
question  as  to  the  meaning  and 
effect  of  Sdiedule  4  "regard  shall 
be  had  to  any  relevant  principles'' 
and  any  relevant  decision  of  that 
court. 

In  his  Lordship's  judgment, 
therefore,  there  was  no  doubt  foal 
national  law.  whether  of  England. 
Scotland  or  Northern  Ireland,  was 
to  prevail.  That  was  made  clear  by 
the  judgment  of  foe  European 
Court  (The  Tima  April  17,  1995; 
[1995]  3  WLR  866.  889-890.  paras 
14-22)  in  the  present  case,  when 
declining  jurisdiction,  to  answer 


foe  nutter  submitted  to  it  by  .foe 
Court  of  Appeal. 

As  the  European  Court  had 
acknowledged,  foe  English  court 
was  free  to  deride  whether  the 
interpretatiai  given  by  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Court  was  equally  valid  far 
the  purposes  of  foe  application  of 
English  law  based  on  the 
Convention. 

Although  regard  was  to  be  had 
to  European  law,  so  that  English 
law  would,  where  possible,  be  so 
interpreted  as  not  to  conflict  with 
it,  that  did  not  entitle  foe  present 
court  to  reach  a  conclusion  at 
variance  with  English  law  in  the 
interests  of  applying  its  own  view 
of  an  uncertain  and  disputed 
principle  erf  European  law. 

Mr  Beazley  submitted,  inter 
alia,  that  the  relevant  articles  of 
Schedule  4,  as  of  the  Brussels 
Convention,  had  to  be  indepen¬ 
dently  interpreted;  so  the  rules 
about  jurisdiction  did  not  affect  the 
classification  of  an  action  in  order 
to  determine  the  applicable  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liability.  The  jurisdic¬ 
tional  concepts  hod  to  be 
interpreted  chiefly  by  reference  to 
the  system  and  objectives  of  the 
Convention  so  as  to  ensure  its 
efficacy. 

He  contended  that  restitutionary 
claims  did  not  fall  into  a  single 
category.  The  language,  system 
and  objectives  of  the  Brussels 
Conventual  strongly  suggested  the 
expression  "in  matters  ranting  to  a 
contract"  in  article  5  should 
include  a  claim  for  recovery  of 
moneys  paid  under  a  contract 
which  one  party  had  no  capacity  to 
make. 

It  might  legitimately  be  said  that 
the  payments  in  the  present  case 
were  made  under  a  contract.  For 
purposes  of  an  independent,  as 
distinct  from  a  national,  inter¬ 
pretation  no  distinction  could 
property  be  drawn  between  a 
contract  which  was  void,  and  a 
contract  which  was  or  was  to  be 
avoided. 

He  relied  particularly  on  article 
IQflHe)  of  the  Rome  Convention  cat 
the  Law  applicable  to  Contractual 
Obligations  1980  [implemented  by 
section  2  of.  and  Schedule  1  to  the 
Contracts  (Applicable  Law)  Act 
1990]  as  an  example  of  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  nullity  being  treated 
for  purposes  of  European  law  as 
governed  by  the  law  applicable  to  a 
contract. 

Mr  Burton  submitted  that 
restitution  an  the  ground  of  unjust 
enrichment  was  a  different  cause 
of  action  bom  contract  or  tort.  His 
submission  was  on  the  basis  that 
the  interpretation  of  Schedule  4 
was.  strioiy  speaking,  a  matter  for 
the  English  court  by  contrast  with 
the  corresponding  provisions  of 
the  Comrention.  which  were  for  the 
European  Court. 

He  contended  that  article  2  C- .  - 
persons  domiciled  in  a  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom  shall ...  be  sued 
in  the  courts  of  that  part*)  was  the 


primary,  fundamental  and  normal 
basis  of  jurisdiction,  and  was 
wholly  appropriate  for  a  daim  in 
restitution.  The  scope  of  the 
derogations  from  article  2  con¬ 
stituted  by  article  5(1)  and  (3)  was  to 
be  resmciiveiy  interpreted. 

In  foe  present  circumstances, 
article  5(1)  was  both  inappropriate 
and  inapplicable.  The  paragraph 
was  attended  to  enforce  contrac¬ 
tual  provisions,  and  "obligation" 
meant  one  that  was  contractual  or 
consensual  because  it  was  con¬ 
cerned  with  enforcement  of  a 
contract  in  the  place  of 
performance. 

There  was  no  contract  in  the 
present  case,  no  contractual 
obligation  and  no  place  of  perfor¬ 
mance  of  such  an  obligation,  so 
foal  it  was  unhelpful  to  ask  where 
foe  contract  would  have,  been 
performed;  foe  daim  was  by 
operation  of  law  by  way  of  unjust 
enrichment: 

His  Lordship  said  that,  since 
ankle  5  was  concerned  with 
exceptions  to  the  general  rule 
created  by  article  2,  me  provisions 
of  article  5  were  to  be  construed 
restricrivdy  for  purposes  of  Eng¬ 
lish  as  well  as  Community  law. 

Most  European  jurisdictions, 
including  England  and  Scotland, 
regarded  restitution  as  a  separate 
cause  of  action  from  contract  and 
tort.  An  important  case  for  present 
purposes,  Martin  Peters  Bau- 
untemehmung  GmbH  v  Zuid 
Nederlandse  Aannemers  Vervn- 
iging  (Case  34/821  (II983I  £CR  987) 
showed  that  under  Community 
law  the  court  would  assume  juris¬ 
diction  even  in  a  case  where  the 
relationship  between  the  parties 
was  not  contractual  but  only  akin 
to  contract. 

But  there  still  was  a  continuing 
consensual  basis  for  the  action  in 
that  case.  The  point  of  conferring  a 
special  jurisdiction  for  contractual 
matters  was  that  there  might  be 
expected  to  be  a  connection  be¬ 
tween  the  place  of  performance  of 
the  obligation  in  question  and  the 
courts  for  that  place. 

In  the  present  case  foe  cause  of 
action  arose  only  because  there 
proved  not  to  be  any  contractual 
relationship  between  the  parties. 
Of  course  they  had  contracted  with 
each  other  in  the  belief  they  were 
enuring  into  an  enforceable  con¬ 
tract.  The  place  where  the  contract 
was.  or  would  have  been,  per¬ 
formed.  if  it  bad  been  enforceable, 
was  quite  irrelevant. 

To  accord  to  the  English  courts 
jurisdiction,  h  would  be  necessary 
to  construe  the  phrase  in  a/tide  50) 
as  meaning  "matters  relating  to  a 
relationship  which  the  parties 
erroneously  believed  to  be  contrac¬ 
tual"  There  was  a  relationship 
between  the  parties  which  was 
akin  to  contract  but  it  was  bereft  of 
legal  effect  when  transactions  of 
that  ruuu  re  were  adjudged  void. 
Both  parties  regarded  article 


lOffXe)  of  the  Rome  Convention, 
which  expressly  inducted  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  nullity  within .  the 
scope  of  the  law  of  contracts,  as 
conclusive. 

Mr  Burton-  comaided  that  the 
very  fact  the  paragraph  was  left 
out  of  article  5Q)  demonstrated  a 
determination  within  the  United: 
Kingdom  to  exclude  the '■  con¬ 
sequences  of  nullity  from  foe  scope 
of  the  law  of  coniraca. 

His  Lordship  said  that  it  was 
true  tfaat  -that  showed  the  general.  , 
approach  under  Community  law 
was  io  regard  foe  consequences -or 
nullity  as  contractual.  But  it 
equally  demonstrated  an  intention 
for  purposes  of  national  law  to 
exclude  foe  consequences  of  nullity 
frorn  the  contractual  context 

In  ankle  5(1)  the  phrase  "perfor¬ 
mance  of  the  obligation  in  ques- 
tion"  most  naturally  referred  to  the 
performance  prescribed,  by  the 
contract  of  foe  relevant  contractual 
obligations:  that  is.  the  payment  in 
London  or  money  due  under  the 
supposed  contract.  That  had  noth¬ 
ing  to  do  with  the .  claim  in 
restitution,  which  was  concerned 
with  foe  repayment  of  money 
received  by  the  defendant 
authority. 

In  his  Lordship’s  judgment.  Mr 
Justice  Hirst  reached  the  correct 
conclusion  and  it  was  therefore 
impassible  to  regard  a  daim  for 
unjust  enrichment  as  a  matter 
relating  to  a  contract  The  claim  in 
restiutitHt  fell  outwith  the  scope  of 
article  5(1). 

LORD  JUSTICE  ROCH  said 
that  whether  the  present  case  came 
within  article  5(1)  turned  on  the 
meaning  of  the  words  "a  contract" 
and  "the  obligation"  in  foe  article. 

If  "a  contract”  was  to  be  inter¬ 
preted  solely  with  reference  to 
English  law.  his  Lordship  would 
have  agreed  the  present  case  could 
not  be  a  matter  relating  to  a 
contract,  because  the  contract  was 
void,  was  a  nullity  and  never 
existed. 

His  Lordship  accepted  Mr 
Beazley’X  interpretation  of  article 
5(1]  as  being  consistent  with  the 
Martin  Peters  case  and  Arcado 
SPRL  v  SA  Haviland  (Case  9/87) 
(]!968|  ECR  1539, 1554.  paragraphs 
10  and  11). 

If  the  words  "a  contract" 
included  a  contract  void  ab  initio  it 
could  not  be  doubted  that  actions 
to  recover  moneys  paid  in  foe 
mistaken  belief  that  there  was  a 
valid  contract  between'  the  parties 
had  to  be  “matters  in  relation  to  a 
contract”. 

Although  the  Martin  Peters  case 
was  not  an  exact  parallel  to  the 
present  case  because  there  foe 
national  law  did  not  classify  the 
relationship  between  the  Dutch 
association  and  the  German 
construction  company,  a  member 
of  the  association,  as  one  of 
contract,  it  was  similar  m  that,  as 
in  the  present  case:  under  the 


national  law  there  was  noeonfiraet. 
The  case  wasaguidetn  foe.proper 
approach  to  artide  5(ij. 

Further,  foe  impanance^f  arti¬ 
cle  I0(l)(e)  of  the  Rome  ConvenHon 
was  that  it  demonstrated  that 
European  law  did  obi  treat  a  void 
contact  as  a  contact -which  did 

not  have  and  had- never  had'  any 
existence,  ft  was  a.  cmtractnlbata 
void  contract  - 
The  word  “obUgatiod~m  article 
5(1>  was  not  confined  to  contractual 
obligations.  Had  that- been,  the 
intention .  of  the  drafters  of  foe 
Convention,  or  foe  paxfiammuary 
draftsmen,  then  the  word  "contrac¬ 
tual"  would  have  qualified  "obliga¬ 
tion".  The  •  absence  •  of  any 
qualification  threw-  light  cm  the 
meaning  to  be  given -id  foe  words 

"a  contract".  • 

There  was;  ample  authority  that 
foe  question  of  jurisdiction  was  not 
to  be  determined  by.  an  application 
of  national  Jaw,  The  result  was 
desirable  because  it  would  give 
concurrent  jurisdiction  to  foe 
courts  of  the  country,  foe  law  of 
which  would  most  probably  gov¬ 
ern  foe  dispute  between  foe  par¬ 
ties. 

The  law  of  the  country  where  a. 
defendant  was  domiciled  might 
have  little  to  do  with  foe  dispute, 
tor  example,  foe  Martin  Peters 
case.  In  the  present  case,  if  the 
matter  were  to  be  beard  in  Scot¬ 
land,  the  Scottish  courts  would 
have  to  apply  English  law.  - 
In  his  Lordship’S  judgment.  Mr 
Beariey'S.  interpretation  of  article  5 
achieved  the  objective  of  confer¬ 
ring  jurisdiction  an  foe  national 
court  territorially  best  qualified  to 
determine  the  present  dispute.  r 
It  did  not  fallow  that  all  claims 
-far  restitution '  based  on  unjust 
enrichment  would  come  within  the 
article,  because  the  basis  of  the 
claim,  in  many  such  cases  would  be 
other  than  the  existence  of  a  void 
contract. 

LORD  JUSTICE  MTLLETTsaid 
that  the  correct  approach  in 
determining  whether  a  daim  was 
to  be'  regarded  as  falling  within 
article  5(1)  was  to  ask  whether.,  tor 
die  purposes  or  the  Convention, 
which  applied  to  a  number  of 
member  states  with  different  nat¬ 
ional  laws  and  systems  of 
characterisation,  foe  defendant 
should  broadly  be  regarded  as 
being  sued  in  a  matter  relating  to  a 
contract.  It  was  wrong  to  ask 
whether  foe  would,  be 

characterised  as  contractual  under 
domestic  law. 

The  jurisdictional  criteria  had  tt> 
be  interpreted  bv  reference  to  foe 
system  and  objectives  of  the 
Convention  to  ensure  that  it  was 
effective.  Those  objectives  inducted 
legal  certainty,  consistency,  the 
avoidance  of  parallel  proceedings 
and  the  avoidance  of  possibly  . 
conflicting  derisions  in  different  . 
jurisdictions. 

It  was  to  be  observed  that 


jurfedtetion  was  not  alkxateri 
according  to  the  remedy  soughL 
Provided  that  the  matter  related  to 
a  contract,  foe  jurisdiction  con¬ 
ferred  was  available  whether  the 
plaintiff  sought1  to  enforce  the 
contract,  either  specifically  or  by 
way  of  rfamageyfor  breach,  or  to 
escape  from  it  and  recover  money 
•  paid  under  IL-Ftirther;  jurisdiction 
.  was  not  allocated  by  .  reference  to 
(he  cause  of  action. 

The  words’Yn  alters  relating  toa 
contract"  were  intentionally  indefi¬ 
nite,  and  were  not  to  be  equated 
With  words  such  as  "contractual 
causes  of  action"  or  "the  enforce¬ 
ment  of  contractual  obligations"  or 

evert  "daims  based  anamiract" 

While  national  laws  of  contract 
differed,  there  was  a  general  sense 
in  which  foe  word  “contract"  was 
understood  by 'the' signatories ~.to 
the  Convention;  a  contrail  was  a 
consensual  arrangement  intended 
to  create  legal  relations  and  to.  be 
legally  enforceable: 

~  'His  Lordship  was  hot  persuaded 
by  Mr  Burton'S  powerful  argu¬ 
ments  that  “contract”  in  article  5 
did  not  include  a  void  contact. 
They  appeared  to  depend  on  the 
kind  of  analysis  employed  by  a 
national  law  in  foe "classification  of 
.  causes  of  action  for  domestic . 
purposes,  rather!  than  foe  very 
broad  and  unanafytkal  approach 
the  Convention  required. 

Even  if  .  every  member  state 
treated  a  contract  as  a  nullity  if  one 
of  foe  parties  lacked  capacity,  that 
should  not  be  treated  as  "if  It  were  a 
rule  of  natural  law  and. of  univer¬ 
sal  application. 

In  the  present  case  the  parties, 
purporting  to  enter  into  a  contract, 
assumed  obligations  to  each  other 
and  intended  them  to  be  legally 
enforceable.  When  parties  so 
acted,  the  intended  place  of  perfor¬ 
mance  was  -no  less  relevant  a 
connecting  factor  because  the  con¬ 
tract  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
void.  ■ 

His  Lordship  could  see  no 
reason,  as  a  matter  of  language, 
why  foe  word  "contract"  should 
nor  include  void  contract,  and  foe 
expression  “place- of  performance 
of  the.  obligation  in  question” 
should  not  mean  "intended  place 
of  performance  of  the. supposed 
obligation'. 

There  was  a  real  difference 
between  the  case  where  negotia¬ 
tions  had  hot  led  to  a  concluded 
contract.  _  where  there  was  no 
contract  at  all.  and  the  case  where 
they  had  led  u  a  contract  »  that 
there  was  a  contract  in  fact  butane 
of  the  parties  lacked  contractual 
capacity,  so  that  there  was  no 
contract  in  law. 

.  In  foe  present  care  foe  European 
Commission,  the  United  lung-, 
dom,  France  and  Spain,  as  well  as 
'the  plaintiff  bank  had  submitted, 
when  the  case  was  referred  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal  m  the. European. 
Court,  that  foe  question  referred 


should  be  answered  in  the  affir¬ 
mative:  namely  that  the  bank's 
daim  was  in  a  matter  relating  to  a 
contract  Only  the  defendant  au-  V 
thority  and  Germany  submitted  it 
-  should  .  be  answered  in  the 
negative. 

•  Three  considerations  persuaded 
to  Lordship  as  to  the  correctness 
of  the  plaintiff^  submission: 

-  First  m  most  cases  foe  validity 
of  foe  contract  would  be  in  issue.  It 
would  not  be  consistent  with  the 
.objectives  of  the  Convention  if  a 
murt  having  jurisdiction  to  decide 
the  cuwracrs  validity  did  not  also 
have  jurisdiction  to  deride  the 
consequences;  or  if  it  had  jurisdic¬ 
tion  to  granr  relief  in  one  event  and 
not  in  foe  other. 

Second,  it  was  often  notoriously 
difficult  to  distinguish  between 
contractual  and  .  restitutionary 
causes  of  action..  Claims  . in-  quan¬ 
tum  meruit. .  for  example.  ..were 
usually  thought  of  as  contractual 
and  in  most  situations  were  dearly 
matters  relating  to  a  contract.  But 
there  was  a  respectable  case  tor 
.  classifying  all  such  claims'  as 
restitu  denary,  and  in  some  sirua- 
.  dons  ihey  dearly  were. 

Third,  if  the  claim,  was  properly 
regarded  as  a  matter  relating  to  a 
contract,  then  the.  court  having 
jurisdiction  under  article  5(1)  was 
the  court  for  the  place  when:  foe 
supposed  contractual'  obligation 
should  have  been  performed;  not 
the  ptace  where  foe  unjust  enrich¬ 
ment  occurred  arid'  the 
restitutioiuoy  obligation  arose. 

That  produced  a-  scheme  for  foe 
allocation  of.  jurisdiction  which 
was  both  coherent  and  satisfying. 

The  defendant  authority's' argil-  i 

ments  all  proceed  from  three  baste 
assumptions:  . 

1  That  all  member  stoles  rec-  L 
ognised  the ,  existence  of  three 
categories  of  civil  action:  Contrac¬ 
tual.  delictual  and  restitutionary. 
with  broadly,  foe  same  lines  of 
demarcation. 

2  That  all  resdtatknaxy  daims  had 
to  be  treated  alike;  and  . 

3  That  they  fed  outside  the  article. 

In  his  Lordship's  view  foe  struc¬ 
ture  of  the  Convention  precluded 
that  analysis.  Its-faflure  to  provide 
specifically  for  restitutionary 
daims  had  to  be  due  to  a  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  fad  that  they  over¬ 
lapped  with  contractual  and 
delictual  claims,  and  that  die  lines 
of  demarcation  were  not  identical 
in  foe  various  national  laws. 

For  example,  a  daim  to  recover 
money  paid  under  a  valid  contract 
where  there  was  a  total  failure  of 
consideration  was  a  restitutio  nary 
daim  in  a  contractual  context;  or 
restitutitoriaiy  daims  for  wrongs 
were  delictual  or  quasi-delictual. 

-  Accordingly  his  Lordship  re¬ 
jected  the  submission  that  all 

restitutionary  daims  necessarily 
fell  outside  artkk5. . 

Solicitors':  Clifford  Chance; 
Lewis  SflJdn. 


Son  of  Crown  Court  usher 
acted 

regularly  as  a  juror 


Regina  v  Salt 

Before  Lord  Justice  Stoughton.  Mr 
Justice  Macpherson  of  Cluny  and 
Judge  Gower 
{Judgment  January  29] 

A  dose  relative  of  one  of  foe  staff  of 
a  court,  who  attended  regularly  as 
a  juror  in  that  court,  came  within 
foie  spirit  if  not  the  letter  of  the 
disqualification  for  jury  service 
contained  in  Schedule  I  of  the 
Juries  Act  1974. 


The  Court  of  Appeal  so  stated 
when  allowing  an  appeal  by 
Frederick  Arthur  Salt  against  his 
conviction  on  June  20.  1995  at 
Stokeon-Trem  Crown  Court  (Mr 
Recorder  Warner  and  a  jury)  of 
burglary  and  assault  with  intent  to 
resist  arrest 

Mr  Antony  Longworth.  as¬ 
signed  by  foe  Registrar  of  Crim¬ 
inal  Appeals,  for  foe  appellant  Mr 
Peter  McCartney  far  foe  Crown. 
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must  claim  your  prize  immediately  by  phoning  our  hotline 
0I7I-S67  0406  between  930am  and  3pm- 
ff  you  reveal  one  CD  symbol  on  your  Game  2  grid  this 
week,  you  will  win  a  £5  Virgin  Store  voucher  and  must 
claim  your  prize  the  same  day  by  phoning  our  Accumulator 
hotline  0171-867  0400  between  930-3pm- 

Late  daims  will  not  be  accepted  for  any  of  the  prizes. 

Full  details  of  how  to  play  are  on  the  card  which  you 
should  have  received  with  your  newspaper  last  week. 

If  you  did  not  get  a  card,  please  call:  0171-782  7155 
between  930am-Spm. 

You  can  also  play  our  scratchcard  game  on  the  Internet 
Simply  call  up  the  Web  site  (two  addresses  for  The  Times 
and  Virgin  are  on  your  card).  The  numbers  you  should 
scratch  off,  which  are  different  from  those  in  the 
newspaper,  will  appear  on  your  screens, 
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accumulator  prize  winners 

Tuesday’s  flight  winners:  Mr  D  Vincent  of  RenhoW. 
Bedford:  Mrs  J  Jennings  of  Bideford,  Devon  and  Mrs  1 
Toll  of  Hitchin.  Herts. 
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LORD  JUSTICE  STAUGH- 
TON  said  that  the  son  of  one  of  foe 
ushers  at  the  crown  court  had  been 
called  on  by  his  father  to  sit  as  a 
member  of  the  jury  when  the 
number  of  jurors  available  at  that 
court  was  insufficient.  A  summons 
was  issued,  a  ballot  card  created, 
and  the  son  became  one  of  foe  12 
jurors  ax  foe  trial  of  foe  appellant. 

It  had  come  to  the  attention  of 
tbar  Lordships  that  the  son  had 
sax  as  a  member  of  the  jury  in  the 
crown  coun  an  five  or  six  occasions 
during  the  previous  year. 

Under  Schedule  1  to  the  1974  Act. 
among  the  list  of  persons  ineligible 
for  jury  service,  there  was  an  entry: 
"Officers  and  staff  of  any  court,  if 
their  work  is  wholly  or  mainly 
concerned  with  the  day -co-day 
administration  of  the  court"  The 
son  of  an  usher,  who  regularly 
attended  as  a  juror,  could  well  be 
said  to  be  within  the  spirit  of  that 
disqualification.  He  had  become  in 
danger  of  being  regarded  as  an 
establishment  perron. 

There  was  no  rule  of  law  that  foe 
selection  of  jurors  had  to  be  at 
random,  but  every  effort  should  be 
made;  so  far  as  practicable,  to 
ensure  that  foe  selection  was 
random. 

The  selection  of  this  juror  ex¬ 
ceeded  anything  which  could 
reasonably  be  described  as  ran¬ 
dom  or  random  so  far  as 
practicable. 

Solicitors:  Crown  Prosecution 
Service.  Staffordshire. 


Turner  v  Plasplngs  Ltd 
Before  Sir  Thomas  Bingham.  Mas¬ 
ter  of  foe  Rolls.  Lord  Justice  Peter 
Gibson  and  Lord  Justice 
Schiemann 

[Judgment  January  26] 

legal  aid  limited  to  cover  Specific 
procedural  steps,  the  certificate 
was  spent  once  [hose  steps  had 
been  accomplished. 

Accordingly,  where  the  certifi¬ 
cate  had  not  been  discharged  but 
foe  specific  steps  had  been  com¬ 
pleted,  he  was  not  protected  from 
liability  for  costs  by  section  17  of 
the  Legal  Aid  Act  1988  as  a  legally 
assisted  person  in  respect  of  any 
step  taken  outside  the  scope  of  the 
certificate. 

The  Court  of  Appeal  so  held, 
dismissing  an  appeal  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  Jeffrey  Turner,  from  Judge 
Ford,  who.  in  the  Patents  County 
Coun.  on  the  plaintiff's  filing 
notice  of  discontinuance  of  his 
action  against  the  defendant, 
Plasplngs  Ltd.  had  refused  his 
application  far  an  order  that  his 
liability  for  costs  was  limited  as  if 
section  17  of  the  1988  Act  applied. 

The  plaintiff  was  granted  a  legal 
aid  certificate  “to  take  proceedings 
against  [the  defendant!  far  breach 
of  patent  rights  . . .  limited  to 
obtaining  further  evidence  and 
thereafter  counsel's  opinion  as  to 
merits  and  quantum,  to  indude 
settling  of  proixadings  or  a  defence 
(and  counterclaim)  if  counsel  so 
advises.” 

Those  steps  were  enmpkaed  and 
thereafter  the  plaintiff,  without 
further  reference  to  the  legal  aid 
area  committee  far  an  extension  of 
foe  certificate,  issued  proceedings. 
After  considering  the  defence  and 


counterclaim  served  by  the  defen¬ 
dant,  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  felt 
unable  to  recommend  extension  of 
the  certificate  and  the  plaintiff 
sought  to  discontinue  the  action. 

Mr  Gilead  Cooper  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff;  Mr  Gregoiy  Chambers  for  foe 
defendant 

THE  MASTER  OF  THE 
ROLLS  said  that  foe  appeal  raised 
an  issue  of  caxtiderabte  practical 
importance  on  the  legal  effect  of  a 
legal  aid  .certificate  granted  to  the 
present  plaintiff;  where  the  certifi¬ 
cate  was  limited  by  reference  not  to 
particular  daims  or  issues  but  to 
specific  procedural  steps  or  stages. 

Limitations  of  that  type  had 
fallen  for  consideration  in  Dugon  v 
Williamson  Q1964]  Ch  59)  and 
Boorman  v  Godfrey  ([1981]  1  WLR 
1100). 

The  plaintiff  had  argued  that  he 
was  ai  all  times,  in  the  terminology 
of  the  I9SS  Act  "a  legally  assisted 
person"  as  defined  in  section  2(11) 
with  the  result  that  he  was  entitled 
to  foe  benefit  of  section  17. 

The  question  was.  since  the 
plaintiff  had  been  assessed  as 
having  a  nil  contribution,  whether 
section  17  applied  to  the  present 
facts. 

In  the  absence  of  authority  ,  but 
having  regard  to  the  language  of 
the  1988  An  and  the  Civil  Legal  Aid 
(General)  Regulations  (SI  1989  No 
3391.  his  Lordship  would  regard 
the  answer  to  trial  question  as 
dear.  The  plaintiff  did  not  have  the 
benefit  of  a  certificate  to  issue 
proceedings.  That  was  something 
done  without  the  benefit  of  legal 
aid. 

There  was  no  suggestion  foal  the 
defendant  incurred  any  significant 


costs  before  foe  issue  of  proceed¬ 
ings.  It  incurred  the  relevant  costs 
preparing,  and  delivering  Its  de¬ 
fence  to  proceedings  which  the 
plaintiff  had  no  authority  from  foe 
legal  aid  committee  to  issue. 

His  Lordship  could  not  see  how, 
in  relation  to  those  costs,  foe 
piaintiff  was  to  be  regarded  as  a. 
legally  assisted  person.  That  was 
exactly  what  he  was  not  He  had 
been  such  for  the  accomplishment 
of  three  dearly  defined  procedural 
steps.  They  had  been  accom¬ 
plished.  There  was  strictly  no  need 
to  discharge  foe  certificate,  it  was 
spent  Everything  it  authorised 
hod  been  done. 

The  plaintiff  had  argued  that 
Dugan's  case  and  Boorman's  case 
compelled  a  different  solution-  His 
Lordship  examined  both  cases. 
The  effect  of  the  former  decision 
was  both  clear  and  correct  The 
latter  decision  was  distinguish¬ 
able.  In  that  case  the  three  pro¬ 
cedural  steps  for  which  the 
certificate  provided  bad  not.  ii 
seemed,  been  accomplished.  Here 
they  had. 

'  If  Boorman's  case  was  good 
authority  for  the  proposition  that  a 
certificate  protected  the  beneficiary 
against  orders  for  costs  during  its 
currency  even  though  it  was 
limited  to  certain  procedural  steps 
and  the  costs  in  question  had  not 
been  incurred  in  relation  to  any  of 
those  steps,  the  case  did  not  entitle 
the  present  plaintiff  m  protection 
against  costs,  unless  that  case  was 
also  authority  for  the  proposition 
that  a  certificate  granted  to  cover 
certain  procedural  steps  or  stages 
protected  the  assisted  party 
against  on  order  for  costs  until  the 
certificate  was  discharged. 


That  was  not  a  sound’  propo¬ 
sition.  Littahr  v  Steggles  Palmer  ‘ 
(11986]  I  WLR  287)  showed  foal  foe 
certificate1  did  not.  have  to  be 
discharged  if  it  was  spent.  In  the 
present  case,  had  counsel  advised 
against  proceeding  and  so  declined 
to  settle  proceedings  it  would  have 
been  utmecessaiyfo  return  to  the 
legal  aid  committee  to  seek' dis¬ 
charge  of  .the  certificate. 

The  certificate  had  covered  afi 
that  had  been  done  and  there  was 
nothing  more  to  da  It  was  now 
spent  The  only  purpose  of  return¬ 
ing  to  die  committee  would  have 
ban  to  obtain  an  extension.  Thar 
could  have  been  done  and  it  was 
plain  - foal  had  application  been 
duly  made  authority  to  issue, 
proceedings  would  have  been, 
granted. 


.  But  that  was  not  done.  So  from 
then  onwards  the  plaintiff  held  no 
relevanr  certificate.  His  solicitors 
were  not  thereafter  entitled  to  be 
paid  by  the  board  until  a  new 
certificate  had  been  issued  and  the 
plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  foe  ^ 
protection  of  section  J7.  .  •  •  - 
As  in  ibeLittaUr  case  everything  ^ 
which .  the  current  certificate  had 
authorised  -to  be  done  had  been 
done.  The  judge  had  readied  foe 
right  condusnn  and  the  appeal 
would  be  dismissed. 

Lord  .Justice  Pad-  Gibson 
agreed,  and.  Lord  Justice 
Schidnann  delivered  a  judgment 
concurring  in  die  resulL 
Solicitors:  Mildred  ft  Beaumont. 
Battersea;  Eversheds. 

Nottingham. 
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Absence  of  proper  consultation 


King  and  Others  v  Eaton  Ltd 
Before  the  Loti  Justice-Clerk  (Lord 
Ross).  Lard  Johnston  and  Lord 
Murray 

(Judgment  December  SJ 
Where  an  employer  proposed  to 
select  employees  for  redundancy 
by  means  of  certain  assessment 
criteria,  he  was  obliged  to  consult 
either  the  affected  employees  or 
their  representatives  about  his 
proposed  selection  method,  when 
the  proposals  had  not  finally  been 
Formulated,  giving  the  consulates 
adequate  information  on  which  to 
respond,  adequate  time  in  whidi  to 
do  so,  and  an  indication  that  he 
was  prepared  to  give  real  consid¬ 
eration  to  thdr  resjxmse. 

The  fact  that  at  meetings  with 
the  unions  no  specific  reference 
had  been  made  by  them  to  the 
selection  method  only  served  to 
establish  the  absence  of  proper 
consultation. 

The  Second  Division  of  the  Irma- 
House  of  the  Court  of  Session  » 
held,  allowing  an  appeal  by  Mr 
George  King  and  three  others 
against  a  decision  of  the  Employ¬ 
ment  Appeal  Tribunal  allowing  an 
appeal  by  their  former  employers. 
Eaton  Ltd.  against  a  decision  of  the 
industrial  tribunal  that  foe  ap¬ 


plicants  had 
dismissed. 


been  unfairly 


Mr  Peter  Grant-Hutchisoa  for 
the  employees:  Mr  fan  Truscon  for 
the  emptoyers. 

THE  LORD  JUSTICE-CLERK, 
delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
said  char  the  applicants  contended 
that  the  respondents  had  acted 
unreasonably  in  dismissing  them 
for  redundancy,  in  terms  of  section 
57(3)  of  foe  Employment  Protection 
f Consolidation)  Act  I97S. 

The  industrial  tribunal  had  held 
that  the  respondents  had  failed  to 
show  that  their  method  of  selecting 
employees  for  redundancy  ,  which 
had  involved  marking  than 
according  to  selection  criteria,  had 
been  fair  in  general  terms  and  had 
been  applied  reasonably.  The 
Emptaymeni  Appeal  Tribunal  had 
reversed  that  derision. 

The  industrial  tribunal  had  ac¬ 
cepted  that  the  respondents  did  not 

require  to  prove  the  accuracy  erf  aH 
the  information  upon  which  they 
had  acted.  Their  decision  had. 
however,  depended  inter  alia  on 
their  finding  that  foe  re  had  been 
no  consultation  worthy  of  the 
name  with  any  of  the  employees. 

Failure  to  consult  oouid  make 
dismissal  unfair,  see  British  Aero¬ 


space  ptev  Green  (p995f  ICR  1 00b); 
Ferguson  v  Prestwick  Circuits  Ltd 
Q1992I  IRLR  26b);  Graham  v 
A.B.F.  Ltd  tftoSb]  IRLR  90); 
Robertson  v  Magnet  Ltd  fll993J 
IRLR  512);  PoUsey  v  A.E.  Dayton 
Services  Ltd  flWSB)  \  AC  344). 

Robertson  had  been  dis¬ 
approved  of  in  Duff  v  Yeoman  and 
Partners  Ltd  Q1994]  IRLR  642).  but 
their  Lordships  did  not  under¬ 
stand  the  Coun  of  Appeal  to  have 
disagreed  with  foe  observations  of 
Lord  Cou  Is  field  on  foe  importance 
of  consultation. 

In  the  present  case  there  had 
been  no  consultation  with  the 
individual  employees.  The  employ¬ 
ers  contended  that  there  had. 
however,  been  consultation  with 
their  trade  unions.  There  had  been 
a  number  of  meetings  with  the- 
jtofons  ax  which  no  objection  had 
been  taken  to  foe  assessment 
method,  nor  any  specific  reference 
made  thereto,  and  accordingly 
there  had  been  adequate 

consultation. 

Their  Lordships  agreed  with  foe 
definition  of  fair  consultation  of 

Lord  Justice  Glidewell  In  R  v 

British  Coal  Corporation,  Ex 
parte  Vandy  (]IW|  ICR  720); 
"consultation  when  foe  proposals 


are  still  at  a  formative  stage:  (b) 
adequate  information  on  which  to 

respond;  (cj  adequate  time  in 
which  to  resand;  (d)  conscientious 
consideration  by  an  authority  of  a 
respin se  w  consultation”!  see  also 
Ramil  v  Hubbard  Group  Services 
Ltd  QI995J  IRLR  195). 

Their  Lordships  also  accepted 

that  the  required .  consultation 

could  be  directiy  with  the  employee 
affected  _  or  with  "  their 
representatives. 

In  the  present  case  such  dis¬ 
cussions  as  took  place  with  (he 
union  appeared  to  have  taken 
place  after  foe  respondents’  pro¬ 
posals  had  been  formulated,  and 
there  was  no  indication  that  tire 
trade  unions  had  been  given  any 
adequate  time  within  which  to 
respond. -nor  had  any  indication 
bent  given  that  the  respandsns 
(were  prepared  to  give  "any  real 
consideration  to  any  response 
from  foe  union. 

If  there  bad  been  no  specific 
reference  at  the  meetings  to  the 
sdeaion  procedures  and  the 
assessment  method,  then  foe  only 
possible  conclusion  was  that  there 
had  been  no  proper  consultation. 

Law  agents:  L  &  L  Lawrence: 
Aitken  Nairn.  W5. 
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(VERAL  British  trainers 
II  be  monitoring  events  in 
rfand  oyer  the  next  ten  days, 
ten  Richard  Dunwoody^s 
leltenham  commitments  to 
srmot  Weld  and  Edward 
Grady  will  become  dear. 
That  process,  weather  per- 
ifting,  starts  today  at 
mchestown,  where  *  Dun- 
30dy  partners  the  O’Grady, 
jined  Balawhar,  Among  a 
st  of  booked  rides  at 
npardstown  on  Sunday  •  is 
e  Weld-trained  Treble  Bob,  a 
ading  candidate  for  the  Sun 
Jiance  Chase. 

The  show  moves  to  Gowran 
irk  on  Saturday  week,  when 
irtune  And  Fame,  Dun- 
oody’s  intended  mount  in. the 
hampion  Hurdle,  is  due  to 
ash  with  Danoli. 

Any  less  than  convincing 
irformances  will  spark  a 
ish  among  British  trainers  to 
rcure  Dun  woody's  services 
ir  the  Cheltenham  Festival, 
liven  Fortune  And  Fame's 
tronide  of  injury  problems, 
is  jockey  has  already  lined 
p  an  alternative  .Champion 
Eurdle  mount  in  Atours.  br¬ 
eed,  he  is  expected  to  partner 
tours  in  the  Agfa  Hurdle' at 
andown  on  Saturday. 

Another  potentially  lucre-  ■ 
jve  ride  came  Dun  woody’s 


By  Julian  Muscat 

way  yesterday  when  he  was- 
confirmed  :  aboard  Flashing 
Steel  in  the  Hennessy  Cognac 
Irish  Gold- Cup  at  Leopards- - 
town  on  Sunday. -  Fishing 
Steel  has.  been  .  Jamie  Os- 
home’s  mount,  ■  but  Dun- 
woody's  availability  leaves 
Osborne  free  to  team  up  with 
-Master  Oats.  Dun  woody  thus 
renews  an  association  with 
Hashing  Sted  thai  has  regis¬ 
tered  three  triumphs  from' 
four  starts.  The  jockey  is 


Nap:  PROGRESSION 
-R50  lingfielchPark) 
Next  best:  Note  OF  Caiman 
(3.20  Ungfield  Park) 


expected  to  exercise  Flashing 
Steel  at  Punchestown  today.- 

Dumvoody’s  retainers  •  in 
Ireland  have  dovetailed  per¬ 
fectly  with  his  freelance  activi- . 
ties  in  Britain,  and  there  may¬ 
be  further  fruits  at  Sandown 
on  Saturday.  Adrian  Maguire, 
retained  by-the  David  Nichol¬ 
son  stable,  must  ,  prove  his ' 
fitness  an  the  trainer’s  gallops - 
this  morning.  Should  Ma¬ 
guire's  injured  knee  require 


mare  time  to  heal,  Dunwoody 
is  an  standby  to  fill  the  breach. 

:  Hashing  Steel  has  been 
altered  for  this  year's  Grand 
National,  although  Muthem 
indicated,  he  would  wait 
another  year  before  an  assault 
onAintree. 

A  new  4Bhour  declaration 
process  has  thrown  up  the 
need  for  reserves  to  be  added 
to  the  maximum  field  of  40 
and  the  British  jHoiserating 
Board  yesterday  made  provi¬ 
sion  for  up  to  four  horses  to 
join  the  cast  in  the  event  of 
subsequent  withdrawals.  ./ 

The  sorry  sags  involving 
Kim  Ramsden;  David  Spencer 
and  their  Palacegate  Corpora¬ 
tion  Ltd  readied  a  dW 
when  afl  three  entities  were 
effectively  banned  from  taking 
any  part;  in  horse  racing  in 
Bntain  for  five  years  by  the 
Jockey  Club  yesterday.  Each 
was  found  to  have  acted  in  a 
manner  prejudicial  to  the  in¬ 
tegrity,  proper  conduct  and 
good  reputation  of  racing. 

However,  the  Chib  had  no 
authority  to  act  .over  Palace- 
gate  Corporation’s  tipping 
lines,  some  of  which  have  been 
severely  sanctioned  by  the 
premium-tine  watchdog. 

Cousins  obituary,  page  21 
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HUNDEHER  . 

-50  Star  Talent  250  Northern  TrtaL  250  Courbaifl. 
-20  Lancashre  Legend.  3.50  Labudd.  450  Mr  Frosty. 

Kir  Newmarket  Correspondent  250  Progression. 
30  Explosive  Power.  4.20  MR  FROSTY  (nap).  . 


iOlNG.  STANDARD 

iflAW:  6F-1M,  LOW  NUMBERS  BEST 


SIS 


1 .50  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  CUMING  STAKES 

£2,577:  Si)  (6  runners) 

01  (61  506-  HARD  TO  FIGURE  138  (GRF.GAR  Hodge  10-9-7  ' 

■  RCodran  @ 

0?  (1)  50-1  STAR  TALBfT  21  piXOS)  Ifcs  E  faft**  5-9-5 

.-T*«ert7J  .91 

103  (71  574  MERBff WfiiC 21  Wlfcir 7-5-2 J  Wearer  B 

UM  (31  0-00  Vffl0 12 ACAFAS) 8 Parcs  58-9  DRIfcCatwf$  83 
IIS  Ifl  5-16  lFTBOY12fCAEaAltooet-M„  Candy  Utra  70 
IDE  15)  540  THORNY SSHIF  7  (BX*U31Jerid»!f  544-  JUn  - 
5-4  Hardin  figwj.  2-1  3a  Tint  5-1  ttttaos  Mqic.  8-1  Amid.  14-1  d«bs 


caic? 


2.20  ALBBRASaLWG  HANDICAP  ". 

(£2,306: 1m  5f)  .  • 

701  1171  34-2  HUBUaiDANCS7tFAVMi»nr  S9-10 - 

06f«hs(5)  90 

702(111  tWO  CAPTAH IIAMMADE 19  }V,Cj6)  D  Itam  74-8  4  Tea  9* 
203  (81  W0  R05EDFGtBH20(CFA8Pai»5-M  RCoUvm  HZ 
7D4  111  -064  HBatlHOf WHE 14 AJWswM-i..—  3-fortoa  00 
205  |4)  0P-O  QUADRANT  14  8CjG>  A  HR  7-9.5 .  —  ..  ACM  .  - 

306  A  00-6  WSflTE  HEAT  7  W  6M  Tnrar  4-0-5 _ CMm 

2D?  (5)  000-  JW0UJJb*k544  — - - StfyWe 

706  (151  6-52  MRRCB)1I0ALO.yjQXftriaS-04.  tMAy 
209  13]  141 

2i0(i?  -510  S0RJSKV  10  iCO.6)  3  oiAfay  4-8-12  1.  ...  JQMn 

711  [7|  5-27  UllAX M (Bf) fUatoo  1*4. - SSandn 

7121101  4860  SVf«a»a,l«S(F.6)JAHani7-8r0*M»dO 

213  HE)  -044  F00L5  DFmSESpRHBBmlwa  *44  Ftiotb  pi. 

214  (IBi  040  SHEDANSAR 23 GL Moac 4-4-3..: _  NAdms 

715  (6)  AM  HffTBllAMaOR 2Q {CAB 3utl  16-8-1  - ’Ai 

716(14)  Qfl  FERCUS6niBRD14JRidiaB444 - T  FWd 

TIT  (5)  -356  DU6GMI B (F£) P.Een 9-7-12 . .  .  FI 

218113)  0W)  VHW0 12 (E£S)KBfcMp 0-7-10 - HIM*  M 

±2  Noftiera  Tnal  11-7  Utat  5-1  HO  Fain  Soca.7-1  CapUO  Usnrtda.  B-T 

'^In(  Sawty  16-1  nftas 

^2.50  MANITOBA  HANDICAP  (£3.453: 1m  41}  (7) 

3D1  (7)  434  PRMCEflAMnS  15 (CO/.QDWSiNA 54-11  JJttwe  92, 

307  !H  6t«  PR*KSS1CH9(3.D/A5)C«rB»-.W  MTMM  SB 

303  (£]  AD-  C0«C  HU  248  «J  Pease  54-10 - 6RMm8  - 

304  (1)  540  CROSSTALK 3RHHfliaasJ)C9BM4:_.  fiCodra*  97 

305  14)  004-  LETS  GET  LD5T2aj  (FS(  J  A  Hwtt  74-3  MeGtan  90 

306  (31  306-  HJURBA«Lia(DJflSDw*4-Z_._  A 
3(17  (T)  -340  RED  SPECTACLE  14  ID.F.6)  P  KBtam  4-7-10  H 
4-5  Piogresann  Pwt  Dsag.  6-1  Cnrtent  101  fed  Spcdddi.  12-TJNV 
0a  LBl.  33-1  Cone  Hill.  Cra*s  Tat 


3.20  QUSECfAAl&Bl  STAKES 

(3-Y-O:  £3,518:  Tm)  (8) 

401  J8  3-62  SUJE R.Y5T 21  A Inyan 9-0 _ _  Jl  _ 

402  (fl.  .04  CRYSTAL  FAST  29  PKtHnBT 94  _ ACM  73 

403  [T)  440-  1ANCASHME  LB2JC 124  S Do* 94  ..  R  Costnoe  89 

404.0  -223  RAW  7  WWW Muk  94  ^PLopffi  08 

405  0  TV  aUJQEflflY ffiUJS  159 CWM 8-9 _ NDey  - 

•406  (8)  346  CCWOLKT/UAOE  12  (B)  5  Woods  84...  -  JforW  06 

407  (tl  6-  NATWE5flNG45Mffti»44 _ SVMwaS)  - 

408  3-4  N0TEQFnAJnOt(22(BF)loidHtrtlE(plai8-9  L  QettiX  S3 

7-4  Bte  Ryev.  7-JlWr  01  Canon.  4-J  lacasan  legend,  few.  10-1  odm. 


3.50 


NEWRWNDUND  HANDICAP 

(£2,696:.ira2f)(14j 

501(101  -413  RO0EUON 14  (tfAFA DAitkOva 5-104  RCoenne 

507  0  /2-i  GOUfiKiWa 21(0X01 6 BMyS-S-12  Tim 

503  (11). -Ml '  TODD  14 1CD£)P MtM 5-94 . - ACM 

J04  /a.3-13  tmt»12(CjFjnj?lrwam644 -  DBm 

505117)  64T  YOUR  MOST  WELOMff  14  (COS)  Bfhwa  Djto  5^4 

6  era 

508  (8).  -040  .  MAC'S  TAX1 12  MPWnWl _  J  Ftrtjne 

507  T3)  004  BANAD0R  14  8 bral  44-11 .  SSartra 

506-  (9)  DO- .  SMLEY  FACE  7JRHodM  44-11 .  SQraweOl 

as  (U)  00-4  SWST  AllEOANCS  l7J Pa<SonE4-1D  PUcCate  p) 

510  (U-201  RaLMttflU7W1CaSflBE(«ttd54#ee«)  NAdam 

511  m  464-  OHDISJCOK Bute 544 . .  JQ*» 

$12  (2)  040  AL91AAD  126XCG)  R  0"Stfnaa  64-5 _ K  Caffe 

513  (9  (64  (8UnflMKATE4(qWBnfeu>»»4..  .  A  Gaft 

514  (131  500-  HuaAOUB192j8fefer5-7-10 - AMafeqr 

7- ^EjptaMe  awr.  H  Todd.  6-1  Ycu  MS  tefam.  7-1  L feed,  fea I  Maine 

8- 1  RotaSon.  10-1  (Bm. 


to  stay  ahead  on  points 


Carl  Evans  meets  a 
.  champion  rider  with 
strong  home  support 
'  for  his  title  defence 


The  champion  jockey 
returns  at  Wolver¬ 
hampton  this  week¬ 
end.  and  that  is  not  a 
reference  to  Frankie  Dettori 
or  alPweaiher  raring.  Point- 
(0-pointing’s  national  men’s 
champion.  Alastair  Crow, 
will  be  lining  up  on  Deinstall 
Park’s  turf  jumps  course. 

The  Boxing  Day  National 
Hunt  card  having  been  fro¬ 
zen  off  Sunday’s  North  West¬ 
ern  Hunts  Club  meeting  will 
be  the  first  jump  racing  at  the 
trade  since  February  1993. 
and  Crow  will  have  fire  rides, 
weather  permitting. 

Hie  weather  has  been  a  big 
factor  for  him  this  week,  with 
snow  around  his  Shropshire 
home  adding  to  a  hectic 
schedule  With  almost  30 
pointers  to  be  exercised  and 
the  landscape  deep  and  crisp 
but  far  from  even,  each  piece 
of  work  has  involved  boxing 
the  hones,  five  at  a  time,  to  a 
woodchip  circular  canter  a 
mile  away.  Those  running 
this  weekend  have  been  tak¬ 
ing  a  one-hour  journey  to 
Wolverhampton’s  all- wea¬ 
ther  track  fora  gallop. 

Crow's  success  is  his  fam¬ 
ily’s.  and  a  closer  knit  team  it 
is  hard  to  imagine.  Edward 
Crow  rode  champion  show 
ponies  as  a  boy  and  now 
farms  1.800  acres.  His  wife, 
Sheila,  trains  the  pointers, 
having  been  the  North  West's 
ladies’  champion  rider  in  her 
twenties  —  her  brother.  Roy 
Edwards,  won  the  Champion 
Hurdle  on  Saucy  Kit,  while 
another  brother,  Gordon,  has 
a  ten-horse  string  of  pointers 
which  acts  as  a  very  nice 
back-up  when  Alastair  goes 
tide-chasing. 

Lucy,  Alastair’s  aster,  won 
the  national  women’s  title  in 
1989  on  her  parents’ horses,  a 
feat  matched  by  her  brother 


JOHN  POTTER 


Crow  braved  the  elements  yesterday  to  ride  out  at  his  Shropshire  base  in  preparation  for  Wolverhampton 


in  1993  and  again  last  year. 
“Everything  we  do  is  for  our 
children,"  Sheila  says  with  an 
infectious  loyalty.  “But  we 
don’t  play  soft  games.  If  we 
play  tiddly-winks  we  play  lo 
win."  Alastair  agrees,  saying: 
“We  do  everything  as  a 
family  and  we  are  very 
enthusiastic  about  the  way  in 
which  we  do  iL“ 

It  is  lunchtime  and  he  is 
smoking,  snatching  gulps  of 
soup  and  answering  the 
phone  in  a  honed  routine 
while  a  lorry  ticks  over  out¬ 
side,  waiting  to  ferry  another 
batch  of  horses  to  exercise. 
His  mother  is  shouting  from 
the  kitchen,  telling  him  to 
hurry  up. 

“Taking  the  horses  to  work 


at  Wolverhampton  is  a  good 
example,"  he  says.  “It’s  a 
hassle  going  all  that  way  but 
we  do  it  enthusiastically 
because  that’s  how  to  get  the 
job  done." 

In  a  period  when  a 
number  of  neat  young 
riders  take  part  in  point¬ 
ing  on  their  way  to  a  profes¬ 
sional  career—  Peter  Henley, 
the  champion’s  biggest  dan¬ 
ger.  is  one  —  Crow.  27,  is  a 
true  amateur.  Potatoes,  tons 
of  them,  grown  on  his 
father's  farm,  pay  his  wages 
and  he  received  nothing  from 
owners  last  season  via  the 
amateurs’  “black  market", 
such  as  money  for  petrol. 

He  is  nearly  six  feet  tall 


and  loo  heavy  to  consider 
turning  professional,  while 
his  style  in  the  saddle  pro¬ 
vokes  comment.  “It’s  rather 
more  Pat  Taaffe  than  Jamie 
Osborne,"  admit  his  friends, 
referring  to  an  upright  stance 
which  becomes  an  all-action 
effort  in  a  tight  finish. 

“I’m  a  good  horseman,  and 
that’s  about  it."  Crow  says 
defensively.  “I’m  good  tacti¬ 
cally.  Does  it  matter  what  you 
look  like  if  you  win?"  Figures 
suggest  he  is  right,  with  30 
wins  and  25  places  last  sea¬ 
son  from  98  rides  in  points. 
His  mother,  a  confessed  crit¬ 
ic.  adds:  “It’s  rare  for  him  to 
get  beaten  when  he  should 
have  won  and  yet  he  looks 
after  horses." 


Seven  victories  Jasf  year  on 
Scally  Muire  (trained  by  his 
unde.  Gordon)  and  six  oil 
Moss  Castle  is  testament  to 
Crow's  nursing  abilities  dur¬ 
ing  a  race.  He  puts  it  down  to 
preparation  at  home. 

“Going  lo  the  races  should 
be  their  day  off,"  he  says. 
“Get  them  fit  and  the  job  is 
done"  ignoring  (he  fact  (hat 
IS  fences  and  three  miles 
have  to  be  negotiated.  That  is 
something  in  which  his  par¬ 
ents  can  play  no  role  but  they 
can  supply  the  raw  material 
and  their  contacts  in  Ireland 
keep  Crow  in  horseflesh  —  to 
(he  extent  that  the  bookmak¬ 
ers  rate  him  5-2  favourite  to 
win  the  national  title  for  the 
third  time. 


4.20  ONTARIO  AMATEUR  RIDERS  HANDICAP 

$2,968: 1m)  (12}  ■ 

©1  (S  4020  FOUR  OF  SPADES  2  (B.C££)  P  h«s  5-1V7  AEmbsO) 

602  IE)  00-2  ttGPAST  30  (BAG)  ROSJStan  6-11-4  D  Jams  (5) 

603  (9)  033-  UR  FTO5TY I3J  fp,G)  W  Jhvc  4-11-7  .  JOsitea 
604(4)  -466  BEST  KEPT  SECRET  8  (V, 


506  (Sj"  044  DREAJJ  CA8HER  Z&{£6)  R  Pswxi  8-104 

van  C  Pacod  (51 

6DT  “(7J  •  454  ‘  (DUE  LEG&O  27  (Cf  AS)  D  MMM1T1  -5-1 2  •  • 

•  •  IfeDAftaSmt 

EOS  (E)  50-4  UONTOME 12  (FAS)  JJesfes  54-10  ..  M  Hanoi 

6fl  (31  m-  MJDArlStJW6V(Wfle^7-*SJGaU!Un(5) 
610  .(0  004  JOYS  CH0CE  27  (GlB  Rates  84-7.  Mbs  L  Bowes  (5) 
511.01)  OOP-  ROVAL  ACCOM  1tt{V,CJ>IF££)J  Bodky  114-5 

MnEDvt  (5V 

612  (2)  600-  MA6C LEADER fiSTOmfe 440  _ VlaMfe 

74  ttspJA  7-2  FfW  B  Smtk.  5-1 »  Fmd>  6-1  JofsOswe.  8*1  Bed 
SaaaL  tC-1  JAsScet.  17-1  tfeuv  . ,  . 


(V/AS)  P  Ends  5-10-13 

.nucum* 
B&iaStW  Afett*trti(5J 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


IFAMR&C  lAray.  3  •mas ten  11  amass,  77 JV  W  Jam.  7 
from  30.  Z3.3V  Lnnl  Hmtagdon.  V  hm  m  220*  S  tewy.  6 
(tan  28.  ZlAV  D  Wray -SwiSh.  11  from  55. 200*  R  0'Sfenn.  45 
franco.  173*. 

JOCKEYS:  t  Dettafi.il  feaen  tom  238  rites.  25  6%:  J  Wearer.  58 
tan  245. 23.7V  R  Csclmu.  45  from  254: 17.7V  T  he.  20  (ram 
113. 17.7V  S  Wttaorti.  22  Iran  129. 17.1V  J  Fort**.  5  tom  35, 
Mi*.  - 


Wolverhampton 

Going:  standard 

2.10  (71)  1.  SERIOUS  FACT  (G  DuffieW 
SI);  2.  Wbofcwstone  Had  (N  Adams. 
33-1);  3.  Lady  Nash  (M  Larsen.  9-2  lav) 
ALSO  RAM.  S  En  am,  6  Consklarabta 
Charm.  B  Paronomasia.  10  Boost  |5th).  12 
Anatwona'  To  Note.  So  Natual  |4lti). 
Speedy  Snaps  Prtda  ^th),  16  Giacefii 
Lady.  Motor  Raider.  12  ran.  -HI.  3JW.  U  51. 
II  M  Prescott  a!  Newmarfrel  Tcta-.  ES.tft 
£230.  £2.90,  £240.  DP'  £16560  Tno 
£25430  CSF  £128  84  Tncast.  £73285 
240  (58  1.  PRIMULA  BAIRN  (Alert 
Greaves.  7-1).  2  King  Rambo  <f  Lynch 
154  lav):  3.  Sea-Deer  (A  Qjftane.  04) 
ALSO  RAN:  4  Si  Tasker  (4th).  18  Mapc 
Pearl  (5(h).  20  Monti estar  (tfth)  33  Flaslwg 
Sabre.  50  Bonny  Melody  B  ran.  1H  2»L 
1 1*1.  ItaL  6.  D  Mcho It  at  Ttsr*  Tore 
£790:  £1.50.  Cl. 10,  E1S0.  DF:  £1230. 
CSF’  £1937. 

3.10  (im  11  7Syd)  1.  RELD  OF  VISION  (J 
Weaver.  11-2);  2.  Komroyov  Dancer  (G 
Carer.  12-Jj:  3.  South  Eastern  Fred  (M 
Rmmer.  8-11  ALSO  RAN-  7-2  lav  Ocean 
Park  I51h}.  9-2  Bernard  Seven.  Cetesllal 
Choir  («hi.  lOLoconsonda  12  Bemco.  14 
Grey  florin  (6jh),  Cttvnra.  20  GUI  Shaad. 
25  Jungle  PaOW  12  ran.  II.  2XL  1W.  1W. 
II.  M  Jrtswon  at  Mlddeham.  Toler  £7  10 
CI  IO.  £3. 10,.  £4 SO  DF-  £7730  Tno: 
£219  70.  CSF-  £68  73  TricasT  £496.97 


Denod.  13-2),  Z  Hew  GoB  Express  (J 
Weaver.  10-1)..  3.-  Ahrttors  Mtatake  (Iona 
Wands.  7-1)  ALSO  RAN  94  fav  Princely 
Sound  |40i).'*Hietere  Magic  (StM.  6  Ultra 
Barley  13-2  Carmanhen  Bay.  14  Cel¬ 
andine  (Oh).  33  The  Frisky  Farmer  ft  ran 
fel.  nk,  2jh,  1*J.  2^1  R  HaUntftoad  a 
Upper  Lorgdoru  Tote  £4  6t>  CT  40.  £4  00. 
Q3a  DF:  £24  0a  Tno  £17160.  CSF 
£64  03  TncssF  £432  04  ■ 

4.10  161]  1 .  MYSTIC  TEMPO  (R  Cochrane 
Evens  tar  .Thunderer'*  nap)-  2.  Solly 
flora  Wands,  4-1).  3.  Dhes-C  [F  Lynch. 
12-1).  ALSO  HAN-  6  E«n  Queen  (6«h).  8 
Vkscvsa  Skxa.  14  The  Fuflbangbdeeh.  16 
OonT  Ten  Anyone  (5th).  Flood's  Fancy.  20 
Ftagslafl  (4rti)  LBa  P«Sgo.  50  Shore  The 
Mmorei  11  ran.  M.  It.  31.  II.  SI  Dr  J 
ScaigJl  a  Newarkrt  Tcte  £1  7ft  £1  10. 
£160.  £230  DF  £4  50  Tno  £14  80  CSF 
£6  53 

440  (Jm  4f)  1.  BEAUMONT  (R  Cochrane. 
4-1)  2.  Mentatessnyihtn  (A  Mackay.  5-1>: 
3.  Wonderful  Day  (J  Slack.  7-2  fav).  ALSO 
RAN  5  Focair  (Qh|.  RNal  B>d  (5lh).  7 
Benpmrns  Lav  (4th).  10  Endowment.  14 
Doim  Bade,  20  Desen  Power,  SO  Dance  On 
Sixpence  10  ran  8.  M.  S.  31  41  J  Banks  at 
NewmarkK  Tore  £4.90.  £1  TO.  £1  90 
£200  DF  £13  70  Trio  £1860  CSF- 
£24  84  Tncast  £7206 
Jackpot:  not  won  (pool  ol  £7284.80 
carried  forward  to  Ungfield  Park  today). 
Ptacepot  £90.70.  QuedpOC  £24.80. 


Hong  Kong  drops  royal  title 


THE  Royal  Hong  Kong  Jock¬ 
ey  Club,  the  dominating  force 
in  the  colony’s  sporting  life, 
will  cease  to  erist  in  July  —  a! 
least  in  name.  Exactly  one 
year  before  the  People’s  Re- 

Siblic  of  China  takes  over 
ong  Kong,  the  Club,  which 
raised  more  than  £i(X)  million 
for  charity  last  year,  will 
become  known  simply  as  the 
Hong  Kong  Jockey  Club’. 

Guy  Watkins,  the  Club's 
chief  executive  for  the  last  ten 
years,  will  soon  be  writing  to 
the  Queen  asking  formal  per¬ 
mission  to  abandon  the  royal 
title,  granted  more  than  30 
years  ago  in  recognition  of  the 
Club’s  charitable  work. 

Over  the  last  decade  the 


By  Harvey  Elliott 

Club  has  become  one  of  Hong 
Kong's  major  tourist  attrac¬ 
tions  as  well  as  a  mecca  for 
high-spending  locai  racegoers 
who  are  otherwise  forbidden 
by  law  from  gambling. 

Now  the  Hong  Kong  Tour¬ 
ist  Authority  runs  regular 
racing  tours  for  foreign  visi¬ 
tors  to  the  Happy  Valley  and 
ShaTin  courses,  each  of  which 
attracts  at  least  45.000  punters 
to  the  twice-weekly  meetings. 

The  Royal  Hong  Kong  Jock¬ 
ey  Club  is  arguably  the 
world’s  most  profitable  sport¬ 
ing  club.  Last  season,  the 
turnover  from  betting  was  a 
staggering  £6.5  billion,  which 
resulted' in  a  windfall  income 
of  E800  million  for  the  Hong 


Kong  government.  More  than 
three  million  punters  came  to 
the  two  courses  last  year. 

Some  of  the  world's  best 
jockeys,  riding  over  1.000  reg¬ 
istered  horses  in  spectacular 
surroundings,  have  attracted 
live  ie!e\ision  audiences  from 
Canada  lo  Mexico  and  from 
California  to  Malaysia. 

Beijing  has  made  ii  clear 
that  it  will  allow  racing  to 
continue  at  Happy  Valley  and 
Sha  Tin.  but  that’the  name  of 
the  Club  must  change.  Wat¬ 
kins  is  handing  over  as  chief 
executive  to  Laurence  Wong  in 
April  and  returning  to  West 
Sussex. 
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YOUR  CHANCE  TO  ENJOY 
SHORT  BREAKS  IN 
EUROPE  WITH  THE  TIMES 


European  breaks 

'  from  just  £29 

With  The  Times  you  can  lake  some  fabulous  short  breaks  in 
Europe,  via  Le  Shuttle,  at  prices  fromas  littteas  E29p» .  . 
person?  sra  vins  at  hotels  such  as  theHotel  Ibis  (abov^facing 
the  Yacht  harbour  at  Caen.  France.  These  exclusive  offers, 
which  an  include  return  travel  by  car  and  room,  and  son* 
also  include  breakfast  champagne  &stmgs  or  “Kranrero  a 
casino,  have  been  arranged  for  our  readers  by  Euro  Drive,  the 

continental  motoring  specialists.  .  ’  ,  .  , 

They  are  available  between  February  I  and  M«di3 U mu 
and  cw  IT?  hotels  in  12  European  rountrt®.  all  carefully 
selected  by  EuroDrive  to  provide  you  with  choices  that  are  as 
temjsing  as  they  are  diverse.  - 

You  £n  also  tnn-el  by  EurosW  to  Cdas. 

Bnissds.  Bruges  or  Amsterdam  for  as  little  as  £60  rewm. 

If  vou  prefer  id  for.  there  are  16  flight  destinations  at 
grratiy  nzfoved  arran^d  for^by^ 

Hamflton  Travel.  To  book  flights  only  call.  0I7P-344  33Z2- 

For  all  other  bookings.  - - - - - | 

collect  three  diflerent  [  rrUCrffifeTTMES  1 
from  Tm  Times  and  pof  VXT  i 

them  with  the  booking  fonn  j  ^UJJOPEAIN  j 


* 


which  appeared  in  >«ter- 
day's  paper.  If  you  missed 
the  booking  form,  you  can 
aa  3  oojh,  b}  sersfing  a  large 
ste  ta  "The  Tunes  Short 
Breaks,  PO  Box  4SL  Virginia  { 
Street,  London  Ef  9BD.  * - 


C0R  MORc  INFORMATION  ABOUT  OUR  SHORT 
SRpTsIN  EUROPE  PHONE:  0131-342  S979 


SHORT 
BREAKS 

tokens 


THUNDERER 

1.10  Buyers  Dream  2.40  Perfect  Light 

riA  kbvturm'  uunnHar  .3.10  Donovans  Reef 

.r-40  Nodtorm  Wonder  .  3.40  Highland  Way 

2.10  Irish  Gent  -  4.10  UVIO  (nap> 

The  Times  Private  HancHcapper's  top  rating:  3.10  MONY-SKJP. 

GOING:  GOOD  TO  RBM.  GOOD  IN  PLACES  (7,30AM  INSPECTION)  '  SIS 

1 .1 0  PEiaLEE  NOVICES  HURDLE  (Di v  I:  £2,408:  2m  51  IIDyd)  (10  rumeR) 

32-0602  8UYERS 0REAM  17 (C HU)  J  Hefens 6-1 1-4. - -  .  BSow  91 

9050  GRATFDEIl  12(B)  {11b M  AStpr)PBea*srt  5-11-4.  -  RSapfe  7B 

00-050  KB.TIJLLA 9 (Mrs S Snlft)  tes S Sraft 6-11-4 -  .  RMdreon(7)  74 

0240  0«  U0«Bai  57  0  Wads)  JMtfe  6-11-4 - - KJone  - 

0  SC0TT0H GREER  12 (Scolsn Dafeapmcnb Lid) T Laaty 5-11-4 - LWycr  - 

•  02/  WEUBAXX355PMJ D Stofeut) H Aleandi 9-11-4 - AThomm  - 

•  .  0  CHAreLWlX 84(1  Paten®  JJtenson MO-13 - ...  Pfebm 

(H  - IB5S  MLLPSX  8  (Un  ASytts)  TEDvt^i>5-l0-i3 -  R  Route  (7)  ffi 

F  WlLYSTAR  2211  hriefl  L  lav  6-1D-13 - - - - Tfead  - 

00  TO  PROVE  A  POINT  83  (J  J  OTW)  J  J  O  NtU  4-10-7 - A  Roche  (3)  - 

BEIT1IG:  3-180901  than.  7-2  ttss  IMpeik.  5-1  Ok  Mbs  BH.  8-1  PoBf  Star.  Scotan  tees.  Ctopd  Waft. 
10-1  raate.  Wei  Bar*.  IM  often. 

1995: LMO  4-10-8 T Reed (134 M llaioo  18 ran 

.  "  FORM  FOCUS 


Buyers  dream  bi  zwj  «  id  to  saMca  « 
notrtce  todte.ow  tana  nl  fetem .  (good). 
GRATE  DEO.  41KI  5ft  ol  >1  to  Mats  Yow  Sury 
in  norite  lude  tl  HaateA  (2m  9.  good  lo  soS) 
on  pemOnate  stel  UtlllA  23  5th  ol  6  la 
Hoohmte  to  nwic a  totte  at  Mgfecfr  Pm  41 


«on  penritarak  fed.  ONE  MORE  9LL  3tJKI 
6  to  Dtad  Itate  ia  fettaBaHtei  Ftt  rare  at 
Ctoerid  (2m,  good  to  fira9-  I4ES  MOLPfflt 
£od  B»l  40i  m  14  lo  fienarfs  CWht.  n  nowx 
Futile  hare  (2m  Tl  TH^&wti  to  Bran) 


1.40  JOHN  WADE  HAULAGE  CONDmONAL  JOCKEYS  SBJJNG  HANDICAP 
HURDLE  (£1.947:  2m. 7 J-  IIDyd)  (10  Winers) 

i 

.  2 
3 

4. 

'  6 
.  & 

7 
B 
9 

ia 


440-240  NQDF0RM  WOfDER  47  f.GSi  (Eoareme  Ud)  0  Edftr  9-12-0.  . .  F  fa«t  ffi 
3tW060  ffiYE  (X  YALSE  B  (G5)  m  rtrorj  Denys  2m  9-11-7  . ..  B  tertfrg  8 

/1R0  EASTS  BABY  M'(S)  (P  tmM)  P  Coafcfl  11=11-# . --  ----  *  F®“  - 

003/06-0 -J0M0VEB  (C0.S)  (R*T  »s  M  Ra*fe»  MV4_  C  UeQmtoa  - 

3rt)5«5  KAL2AR  14JQ  (D  Deacon)  A  CteoH  11-11-0 - -  -  DW»  W 

13S005-  PALM-  HOUSE  247  (p/ASj  U  Wens)  J  Wero  11-18-7  -  -  S  Tayftr  flj  SB 

QGPKG  HKiY.fflB  12  (A  tert»)  ifa  S  Aufei  M0-1.  ... — BW.g)  87 

530030  «MTE6A3YGPmCE6S  2B  (fed  OottN  B  Sfr»  MM—.  \  @  ^ 

SS0004  MUY  HKEB-12  {W  SmlBil  W  Snrih  -11-10-0  - - -  D  I  Havana#  0)  94 

(HM5-fP.  KWESSAX  J1MCTM1 12  (B  feogxaij  C  Uemta  7-lM ...  R  Honoete  (5)  - 
Ung  lundteap  WMeoaujinaBS  9-13  Dofti  Pnas  9#  Omess*  Afidlor  3-7  . 

BETTM6.  U  BoOm  Wmtaf.,4-1  Kata),  i-1  Do*»  Pnees,  7-1  (teas  Da  Vsfce.  8-1  Anne.  14-1  Ptdtj  Tat. 
1&-Ttem 

m-  BAROABH  6-10-7  G  Let  5-1  (M  EBndootfy  16  ran 

;  FORM  FOCUS 


NODRJRM  WONDER  «1  4h  at  It  to  Tbonfen 

.BXe  to  handicap  lente  a  NrocOb  (2m.  good) 

ReJfoE^y^  wi  ol  8  to  Once  Mae  Fo 
Lai  n  baftis ap  (Wfie  al  tofclf  (3b  7/.  goosTl 
on  aenttmaie  » n.  KALZARI  S  5ft  ol  19  to 

Prilnood  Fete  n  seStag  hanSts?)  tante  * 


Lata  (2m.  good)i«i  EASTER  BABY  iBta  ueoa 

oH)3ai8fe 

DOIY  PUBES  2#  1  am  Bl  16  id  cetas  Bnass 

ia  contaral  infra**'  Mflre  tsntstf  haote  X 

&fcrirf  Bn.  go«0  POLLY  TWO  {!«&  tune 

o#)  241  Ml  . 

Saectat  NODFORM  WODER  (nap) 


GUIDE  TO  OUR  IN-UNE  RACECARD 


101  113143  6000  TOCS  13  (BF/.&S)  (Wfi  D  Rot*c«]  B  W  124 . 


B  Wast  (7)  88 


tocad  rumba  Sa-fcgue  lam  If  —  Id  P  — 
iwHwt  ujj  u  —  vgeeared  nna  0  —  tnuphi 
Aim  S  — iBppHl  up  R— reuad  D  — 
ifrsaalitied)  Hone's  rare.  (Mrs  aoce  aa 
oulfrta:  F  it  (bt  IB  —  Pintos.  V— mx.  H  - 
hood.  E  — E/eshteld.  C  —  course  n/intw  0  — 
Astana  waoa.  CD  — course  aid  dcsLma 


•mnar.  PF—  beaten  tamarte  m  talas  racei 
Song  «  fetch  Hoc*  las  «r  IP  —  ton  good  lo 
firm,  ted  6  — good.  S  — soil,  gooo  Id  sol. 
he»r)  Owet  n  battos  Trainer  Age.  ato 
Rider  pit  a>f  altoaance  The  Tares 
Prnatf  HandicaBW's  ra&rg 


2.10 


RAUS1DE  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3.277-  3m  30  (14  runners) 

0412-BP  RICHARDSON  161 


ROtARDSON  16JF^J  ffl  Kaggasi  J  Fa^pak!  i 
1FF222  STOP  Tiff  WALLBt  22  (C.6.S)  !R  Buitanr  f  to 


1 9-1,-D  .  -  D  Byrne  B7 

7-11-10  .  P  Cattery  fl 
0W134  JtEHHTE47.(C/.6t  O  Jonncon)  J  jofmon  id-rr-S  .  .  NAfitzgaaM  96 

42/3110  RSH  GBO 9  iCD/il  flhe Uater  Stum  P  Baum®*  10-11-0 -  RSupfe  B9. 

5-23CR  PfOTCf  YAZA 12  ftau.ftS)  [Mrs  M  Ort;i  J  Curt. 9-1CMJ  _  .  LOHm  98 

UP-602P  LUF7 IIMS1RB. 22  (CT5.S)  (R6a»)r Pate  U-lO-12 -  OPatot3)fl2 

41524/3  HTA!/EIfl.Y  CTOZEN  12  (T.tSl  iJ  Glatoii  J  Gledson  6-10-12 .  -  A  Uatws  |7)  B8 
4P1-&U5  JEWS  9  (CD.Sl  (The  Avanoe  Racing  Patnerstvci  J  feJessS-10-9  ..  A  Thomson  85 
+33800  ELAZRSflAHW 57  tCOJ.GX) U/taoeA;  JHutwel  9-10-7  ..  .  8 Stony  82 

4-42412  RUSSIAN  CAStlf  47  (CD.GltJ  Wader  JWadr  7-10-5  _  —  *  Junes  94 

UP-6530  SHUtL SA0R 9 (F)  Ms S Snft)  tes S Srvth  9-10-1 . UrPUurrw  85 

0304  AVOINHAT  26  U  OajUnl  J  J  0  HeUl  6-10-0  _  ..  Rtte6ra0i(7)  - 

U533-3  CJWrrBTFAHll7iSliar«'ngivTrwivOT  -  .  .  DWtoaon  81 

63QD53  POTATO  MAN  20  |S|  (C  Foster  D  Lanb  10-10-0  UrKWietan(5)  92 

Long  tsaxteaprAriMtei  9-C  Oonn  tet  +:2  PKscjLtoi  9-9 

BETTWG.  3-1  Sop  The  Ki am.  +1  Bctenbon  $-1  h*  6ea.  8-1  Jot  Whie.  Busaan  Caflle.  lO-l  U»y 
UtosKl.  12-1  Jndea.  1+1  afters. 

1995;  PRWS  YAZA  8-11-9  L  Ottw  H0-U  J  Curie,  9  ran 


FORM  FOCUS 


STOP  THE  WALLER  H  2nd  fl!  12  to  Emerald 

Stem  a>  (endup  das*  a  Kelso  pm  1).  good  w 
sod)  wtft  LUPY  LB4STRS.  puCfd  fe  2  ou  JOE 
WHITE  AIM  util  to  Jtoc  8v  BiRy  ai  teratap 

date  here  12m  51,  go«B  on  pomDrrate  Jan.  or* 

BUZKS  DAWS  (ift  Mr  off)  4TW  8ft  aid 

POTATO  WW  (3ft  beto  09)  7110th  IRISH  GENT 

bed  Hj  Daisy  41  to  Banner  invite  Chase  dwt 


teuise  ad  (Uace  [goad  n  timi  an  pereamuie 

slat  HEAVStLY  area  71  3rd  ot  1 10  Pmmai 

6fe  to  hanrfirap  dase  3  CaJtenrt  |3m  if  HIM. 
doom  fen  PRNCE  YAZA  15ft.  better  elf)  191  5ft. 

RUSSIAN  CASTLE  71 2nd  ol  8  to  Keee  ri  Sundtoc 

ehssr  a  CMs-cLASt,  tl  t  \0nl.  good  a>  (hml  fen 

JOE  WWTE  2«  4ft 
Sstoanr  RGH  GENT 


2.40  MAMSF0OTH  NAm  CHASE  (£3287:  2m  5Q  pt  rums) 

1  5+3322  ALY  DALEY  28  IU  TotuTU  J  JCtasa  5-11-7  .  HA  Fitzgerald  94 

250OP  BUSKWG  ALONG  16  (S  toi)  f  btephr  7-11-7 . D  J  Karanagh  - 

F  CUSH  SUPREME  16  Ifl  Ogderg  F  Murjftt  7-11-7 . P  C«Wry  - 

WJ235P  DALU5UAN  8  IJ  Usson]  j  9aWt  8-11-7  . . M  Utooney  - 

832664  FWL  BEAT  12  (ilrs  U  Cm)  J  Cafe  M1-7„ .  .  L  *)«  ffl 

P22E2IE  GREENTfiH  MANOR  47  (J  ffate)  J  Aate  9-11-7  - -  D  Ryan  (7)  - 

208-320  HSffiON  HflUGH  20  (l  Cheebrngh)  P  Cbaaino^  6-11-7 _ A  Thotoai  - 

UOWIAM  FOX  (Mi  l’  ThoTOcail  V  Ttempsnn  HU  .  Ur  M  Thcwpsac  - 

05WJ  ORWai  ROSS  57  if  Kfijji  F  Brtnr  MI-7 . A  Dottei  - 

If 732-4  PERFECT  LIGHT  22  (R  Retd)  llr.  5  Sown  7-11-7  .  .  Mr  P  Unsy  (7)  95 

000-062  PfHW  BUST  28  iFteaer  7o»  Raws  IW  J'Hdtet  7-11-7...  B  5*wy  07 

0,1118-  WISE'S  ORPHAN  332  (D  Todd)  D  Todd  TO-U-7 . K  Jonas  - 

2060-5P  THE  BALLOfWUAJOT  Bl  ffi  Jenm  Mrs  U  ftewey  MI-7.  .  P  Wren  - 

OPPttPO  CHORUS  LM  12  (G)  ff*s  A  Seal]  P  teaman  7-11-2  .  R  Supple  83 

50U5GS  JUST  MQU.Y  27  (T  (tonorj  W  fee)  9-110  .  T  Reed  82 

P-  RUALMT  454  a  W  T  Tfe  7-11-2  . -  R  GariBy  - 

BETTWG  4-1  Period  UgH  5-1  Prane  Frj.  n-2  A*  0*r  5-i  Gftfeteul  kfam  8-1  Twl  Bea  fh? 
SaAopai'iiBiV,  UM  Iteddon  Rugn.  28-1  dher, 

1995:  FORDSTDWX  6-11-7  A  Thamn  [16-1J  J  Backr  11  *» 


3 


FORM  FOCUS 


UNGFEU)  nor  201 

SEDGEREU)  '  102  202 

IB15H  120  220 


Kelso  in  doubt 

KELSO  stewards  are  making 
a  further  inspection  at  9am 
today  to  decide  whether  to¬ 
morrow’s  meeting  can  go 
ahead  —  but  prospects  are 
poor  with  deep  snow  lying  on 
parts  of  the  course. 


ALY  DALEY  41  2nd  ol  5  to  M  Ga*  m  nova 

etas  here  (2m  31  gacd  re  rim)  FHAL  BEAT  9 
4*i  ri  i2  id  tto  Fudge  in  nentoi'  tamfrap  dose 

a CJteid (2m 3.  good)  GREEW&DMANQR 

n  lead  oten  left  3'out  n  ID-raw  rrwtei  chase 

«n  b]r  Netebf  Sato  a!  Cotoai  (tin  31.  good  to 

firm).  HEDDDN  HAUGH  Q  2nd  6l  IJ  M  Ccr^tor 


tertw  n  npnees  tarehop  lurtb  d  ttedom  (2m 
41  1KM.  good)  on  penu&rott  am 
PERFECT  iSti  221  4ft  #16  to  frfqre  ten  to 
twice  ctaa  a  tehe  |3m  n.  good  to  soft)  PRE- 
frER  FUST  31  aid  or  7  to  Ladiragiatn  n  nonce 
chase  hoe  tan  II.  good  b  trm] 

StoKttoiL  GfiaiBELD  MATOfi 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wire: 

Rne 

JOCKEYS 

Yftnen 

Ride, 

’* 

DEdrb 

4 

13 

30 -B 

P«wn 

S3 

184 

337 

Ltrsti  ftwfcy 

70 

234 

299 

b 

3 

12 

250 

J  Fittest! 

17  ' 

61 

279 

L  Kte 

24 

114 

21.1 

t  let 

5 

IB 

27B 

A  Rowe 

3 

15 

IBS 

C  fhsmim 

6 

22 

272 

M  A  R&groid 

4 

23 

17  4 

3.10 


HETTON  NOVICES  HANDICAP  CHASE  (£3.127  2m  51)  (11  nme is) 

1  F>1 0H)  DOHJUAR  COU0HGE&  B0  IS)  iR  0*Wn  F  Uwph,  S-i:-0  P  Urherrv  - 

2  OP-4231  HE  WAT  45  iT.G-Sl  (Hr.  M  Hirt.lt)  j  .itomjcr  Ml  10.  M  A  Fazgmom  V) 

3  0-23031  EAST  HOUSTON  47  (DJ.G)  Parmacrap)  J  tiN&H  7-11-5  A  Rocne  li)  V 

4  65P-22P  l®.TEGRnY  9  (S)  (I  Cm«n)  Mr,  P  5J>  7-T-4  .  .  .  .  R  Haney  - 

5  132434  BRIAR'S  DELIGHT  8  (B.BF.f.6)  (A  Ob*.  Fi  Allan  8-U-1  B  Storey  90 

6  144.40)  DONOVANS  REEF  22  (F.St  iM&  l  ktaMD  Mn  i  feriai/  HM0-U  U  K  Wfean  (5.  - 

i  F5W43  RUCKS  GBl  8  ttlr.  i  FmK,  G  Pitted-.  6-iMi ...  .  _  ft  Dohhn  88 

6  2S523  NOVA  CHAW  t16  (Mr,  C  Van  Pni0>'>  Mr,  C  Jmifli  8-10-11. .  L  Daiudy  ?1 

9  3UP223  RIVER  RS  4B  (F|  (V  From  Mii-yJ  in UMO..  P  MrUm^dn  a 

10  34-3646  FUAVWG  RWER  i:  (V. f.G)  (Mn  f  Hvta.il  V:  Eorta  10-10-t -  G  Hnter  K 

11  0-4F4HJ  UONY-SWP  13  (T  Hcmnnags)  Mrs  3  Sm*  7-15.;  .  ..  R  Waism  (T)  S) 

BETTWG  9J  Ete  Haua«l  7-2  tfc  VftV.  5-1  Hri|uan  r.rBoigti  9-1  •MteP'lT  Frdi :  Gtm  lO-i  ema 
DeUgM  IMfeav 

1995'S0N  Of  JRS  7-11-10 1  W/a  (9-:')  i*i  17  fltvolrv  IP  rai 

FORM  FOCUS 


IBS  WAV  but  Paglutac  81  m  novra  <tass  41 
Mtuetaugh  (3m.  good)  EAST  HOUSTON  bea 
Fox  Chapel  8  at  rowers  handicap  Casa  a 
Udoater  Qm  51.  good  lo  rani)  MELTEGRITY  61 
2nd  at  14  to  Owra  Qued-n  cwaninn*)  peter,' 
tandta  Turtle  «  Wethertry  12m  41 110yd.  afli  tor 
penJBmaf  felt  BRIAR’S  DELIGHT  about  W*l^ 
4ft  el  12  to  Trasttta  m  ruretov  chase  Iwe  (2m- 
II.  good  to  tom',  FWCHS  GEM  i2l  3rd  cl  13  lo 


Call  The  3tioB  in  maiden  chaa  ride  ;3m  31  good 
to  Hmi  NOVA  CHAUP  6t  irf  ol  5  to  lunpel  m 
handrail  dose  ai  Hwham  i.im  n.  rood  >o  wrm  on 
penuftmale  stel  RN3)  RED  151 2nd  to  8  lo  Sum 
Jmn  nanorcap  dam  si  Fte.doc)  iimdl  g-fetmi 
penilliraro  -Jari  RtWVWG  RrVBI  aLoui  ID1- 1 6rii 
to  ie  to  Lad  rwcei  m  no-.ice  uuse  j’  Ljiend 
rljn.-floodl 

Select  err  EAST  HOUSTON 


3.40 


PETERLEE  JJOV0CES  HURDLE  [Dm  II:  £i,408.  2m  51  TIOvdJ  (9  runner,) 

1  0  BWOLfr  PATH  fl  <F  Vftfcon)  T  tcJe*r  5-H-4  .  .  L  V/vw  - 

2  CMP  GENERAL  UUCk  27  IF)  (J  JWrcai)  J  JotoiMr  Ml-  .  P 

i  42  HKHLAND  WAY  22  g  GtoOon,  M  Totoirto  S-1U-  .  R  Gamtly  ffl 

4  DP  J4ASNN  BBOOh  12  W  Baiteri  lb  terin  H i-:  .  G  Hater  - 

5  121.  PIOJiUVtOIK  10 04  ffl  ii  UmnaUl  J  TCVM  i-H-i.  IV  D«n  - 

6  tMO  STR0N6AUJNG  59  U  Ctcprimonj  P  i>»s^.»qh  6-11-4  . .  .  R  Supple  75 

7  0  HORTON  GALE  8  (Mii  2  Kafciev  J  Honan  S-iMJ  .  V/  fty  - 

8  P«0  Ttd  UY  WAY  45  ;tor,  ol  fl  Larntii  D  Lan*  &.:£)-!?  .  .  fl  MaflnM  (7i  - 

S  0  GUHNERDAU  16  ill  Cur)  Crin,-,  Eralh  -S-iO-r  .  8  Srwev  - 

SETTING:  5-2  Htatend  VVav  3-1  Phlftjrnwiir  5-1  Gereiat  Mum  E-1  Bridto  ?toh.  ImnifilW.  aronj,lflP3 
IP-)  often 

1995  NO  CORRESPONDING  DIVISION 


FORM  FOCUS 


GEKRAL  MUCK  1 71  «h  to  12  to  [lute  01  Perth  it 
write  hudle  aj  Hedan  l2m.  good)  on  penid- 
nat  dat  MGHLAND  WAY  3N  M  ol  18  lo 
Colonel  In  Cud  n  nonce  ludle  a  kefco  |jsn 
1 10yd  aBl  Prendosly  9!tl  ffli  el  15  to  Magaai 
in  nonce  to**  ofe  «ura  and  detente  igood) 
m&MASXM  BROOK  (Isl12lh.  PHftHARlffiMt 


bed  Rfiostoi  Ear  nsd  <n  National  hand  Iter  ou  «i 
fteydad  (2m.  good  lo  fmm.  STRONdUONG  Ml 
test «  8  !o  BIlt  Ctaim  In  Wrice'  handcap  hurdle 
to  Musseltwitft  l2m  41.  mod  to  firm)  NORTON 
GALE  391  lUh  ol  17  lo  Meatahum  m  nonce 
to  ole  Iwe  ijm  n  nOru  good  h>  (tan) 
SeteCMt  (S6H  LAUD  WAY 


4.10 


B0YST0N  GROVE  HANDICAP  HURDU 

(E2.548:  2m  5!  110yd)  (ID  nmners) 

1  F-36012  LM0  20iC0JP^.G.S)  (Ttu  LMiFlyer.  tThom«gii6«fc)  1 1  Laijo  >1i.1J  T  Rood  98 

2  B04024  URBAN  DAHCWG  16  |G|  ;R  MeCullodii  6  Etjsop  7-11-9  .  B  Hanfrng  (3|  87 

3  001350-  VAYRUA  276  (G,S)  tJorti  Heiiens  (Ciwtaet,  lu,  j  Halers  IMi-7  S  Taylor  I7i  © 

4  P-11806  VAL  Dt  RAMA  19  tCO.F.G)  <[<  Uorlmli  Pwwi  '.rrti  7-11-’  E  Ssey  92 

5  1.T3-405  SNOWY  LANE  10  l3.6£l  U  HcJle)  J  NmHt  5-11-1  .  .  .  VV  IJaraton  88 

6  000-252  SINSLE30LE  61  ff.FASt  ffiis  f  Sfyi  (A.  P  i:-:(M2  .  fi  Matey  53 

7  22-P335  TOPOTtfNORTHRACVlG  9  (S)  ithe  F unite  Ttmtti  ’  asiiriq  6-19-3  R  Supple  93 

&  410306  EZA  12  IG)  iD  Balov)  W  Sorer  5-15-1 . R  UcGrah  i7l  96 

9  442554  EXEMPLAR  20  IF)  (Mrs  5  5mmi  fr, '  Smnh  5-i(Ki  ,  L  Oumeiy  i7i  38 

10  P-03P5P  STFCNG  UEASURE  ?7  (F)  (leadraq  Sa  teLrif,-  p  Crre^C'.-gn  i  :C-J  A  Dobboi  - 

Long  bandeau  benplai  9-8  Strong  Meunr  ft-li 

EETTWG:  9-4  Lnw  7-2  Stogtesote.  6-1  Tciwneroiftijcma  7-1  v,l  Iv  Fsitj  'Vrs.  Oerisn  tv; too, 
ta,  ia-;  tohois 

19S5:  OAT  COUTURE  7-10-9  7  Reed  -.5-1  Uv1  L  '.it.?  5  'll 

FORM  FOCUS 


LMD  51  2nd  ol  7  to  Native  Crom>  in  handica) 
ludr  al  UioseSurgh  (3m  iymi  mft  EXEMPLAR 
H& taller  ofli  Ml  JEi  URBAN  DANCING  8<  tea 
ol  4  to  GoUen  rtsSo  in  tanorap  riuidte  IT  ijrirJe 
(3n  ri  grwJtosofli  VAYRUA  niSmto/taArin: 
Wlnoi  in  haniSrap  hurdle  Jl  Towreaa  I’rr.  5i. 
BOM!  10  mfil  Mi  1985  VAL  DE  RAMA  29S1  Sir. 
>3  17  to  Ttargb)  «i  feufag)  (uro);  u  NevnzJto 


i2m  J) 

SINGLE StiiE  El  2r.z  y  ::  rersirjp 

hurdle  to  TjyrceLta  lal.  .viol  : j  <flC,  TOP- 
0FIHEN0RT HR ACSI6  'J  -i  c,-.  n  /•  15  C-t 
SliT'bid^  t-  s.  *  ijm  -■ 

i%a  :&-■*■  177A  a!  e;  tji,  i  i:r*i\.sar  -- 
7-nife  2  ClVL-cL  :>  fj;ji 
Arinrtinr.  LiVlO 


BUNKERED  RftST  TIME:  Ungfioid  Park  2  23  Clear 
Conculsiaiatte  Sad&bM.  1  10  rars:-?  9w 


,„L. 
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Newcastle’s 
move  for 
Asprilla  near 
to  collapse 


By  David  Mad  dock 


IT  WAS  the  silence,  in  the  end, 
that  spoke  volumes.  New¬ 
castle  United  refused  to  make 
any  comment  last  night  about 
speculation  emanating  from 
Italy  that  their  proposed  £6.7 
million  move  for  the  Colombia 
international.  Faustino  As¬ 
prilla.  is  in  jeopardy.  The 
signs  were,  however,  that  the 
transfer  that  has  stirred  so 
much  interest  has  collapsed. 

A  spokesman  for  Parma. 
Asprilla’s  dub  in  Italy,  re¬ 
vealed  yesterday  that  they 
believed  Newcastle  were 
ready  to  pull  out  of  the 
transfer,  which  they  claim  had 
already  been  agreed  There 
was  further  speculation  in  the 
Italian  media  that  Parma  will 
now  press  for  compensation 
from  the  English  dub  if  the 
deal  does  not  go  ahead. 

The  Parma  spokesman  said 
last  night-  “We  believed  that 
we  had  completed  the  sale  of 
Asprilla  to  Newcastle  last 
Friday.  However,  he  still  re¬ 
mains  a  player  with  us  and  it 
seems  that  Newcastle  are  now 
going  back  on  their  intentions. 
We  are  waiting  to  hear  what 
their  position  is.  but  it  would 
appear  that  Asprilla  will  re¬ 
main  a  Parma  player  for  the 
time  being. 

“We  would  be  very  unhappy 
if  the  transfer  was  not  com¬ 
pleted  because  we  had  an 
agreement  and  the  financial 
deal  was  done.  Newcastle  had 
agreed  the  fee  and  we  don't 
believe  there  is  any  room  for 
renegotiation". 

Hie  Newcastle  chairman, 
Sir  John  Hail  yesterday  re¬ 
fused  to  comment  on  the 
growing  conviction  among 
most  observers  that  they 
would  not  now  complete  the 
signing  of  the  player  who  has 
contrived  to  generate  so  much 
interest  since  it  was  learnt  only 
a  week  ago  that  he  was  bound 
for  the  North  East  A  spokes¬ 
man  for  Newcastle  explained 
that  Sir  John  and  the  club's 
chief  executive.  Freddie  Fletch¬ 
er.  were  bound  for  the  United 
States  last  night,  raising  spec¬ 
ulation  that  they  may  be  intent 
on  beginning  the  process  of 
renegotiation  with  the  Colom¬ 
bian  who  has  remained  m  his 
home  country  since  flying  out 
of  Newcastle  after  talks  last 
Friday. 

It  is  understood  that 


Newcastle  officials  have  still  to 
agree  the  exact  nature  of 
payment  of  a  signing-on  fee 
that  has  been  agreed  with 
Asprilla.  He  wanted  a  £2 
million  payment  up  front  be¬ 
fore  he  arrived  in  England:  the 
chib,  on  the  other  hand,  want 
to  pay  the  money  over  the 
course  of  a  four-year  contract 

There  was  further  sugges¬ 
tion  yesterday  that  the  deal 
could  have  been  jeopardised 
because  of  a  medical  examina¬ 
tion  the  player  had  at  a 
Newcastle  hospital  on  Friday. 
It  was  reputed  that  Asprilla 
was  suffering  from  a  knee 
problem  that  had  put  die 
move  on  hold. 

The  player,  however,  said 
from  his  home  in  Colombia 
last  night  that  such  specula¬ 
tion  was  wide  of  the  mark:  “I 
have  not  had  any  knee  prob¬ 
lems  and  I  am  perfectly  fit  to 
play.  This  is  simply  untrue. 
There  are  no  problems  with 
my  knees  at  all.” 

Nevio  Seal a.  the  Parma 
coach,  was  adamant  that  any 
suggestion  of  a  knee  problem 
bemg  to  blame  for  doubt  over 
the  transfer  was  a 
smokescreen  for  Newcastle's 
apparent  about-turn. 

“We  are  not  aware  of  any 
medical  problems  from  the 
player  at  all.  The  only  problem 
he  has  ever  had  with  his  knee 
was  back  in  1991  with  his 
previous  dub.  National  Me¬ 
dellin.  There  has  never  been 
an  occurrence  of  that  problem 
and  we  can  guarantee  that  to 
Newcastle,"  he  said. 

Asprilla  is  at  present  serv¬ 
ing  a  one-year  suspended  sen¬ 
tence  for  firearms  offences  in 
his  native  country  and  it  could 
be  that  which  has  created  the 
apparent  impasse  affecting 
the  transfer. 

Home  Office  officials  have 
suggested  that  the  sentence 
may  prevent  him  from  enter¬ 
ing  die  country  to  take  up 
employment,  because  the 
roles  prevent  any  person  re¬ 
maining  in  the  United  King¬ 
dom  if  they  have  been  found 
guilty  of  a  crime  which  carries 
a  one-year  jail  sentence  or 
longer  ini  the  British  courts. 
Newcastle  may  be  wary  of 
paying  so  much  money  for  a 
player  who  is  not  guaranteed 
the  right  to  ply  his  trade 
within  these  shores. 


Phiri,  the  Zambia  goalkeeper. -is  beaten  during  his  side's  surprise  defeat  against  Tunisia  in  Durbanyesterday 


West  Ham  winning 
race  to  sign  Dani 


By  Our  Sports  Staff 


WEST  Ham  United  appeared 
to  be  on  the  verge  of  polling  off 
a  transfer  coup  yesterday, 
securing  the  services  of  Dani 
Carvalho,  the  Portugal  inter¬ 
national.  until  the  end  of  the 
season. 

Carvalho.  19.  known  hater 
as  Dani.  is  regarded  as  one  of 
most  desirable  commodities 
an  the  European  market,  a 
fact  underlined  by  the  air  of 
secrecy  that  descended  over 
Upton  Park  yesterday. 

Harry  Redknapp.  the  West 
Ham  manager,  admitted  to 
having  talks  about  die  player, 
but  refused  to  divulge  further 
details  of  the  proposed  trans¬ 
action.  Peter  Storrie.  the 
London  dub's  managing  di¬ 
rector,  was  even  less  forthcom¬ 
ing.  “We  have  nothing  to  say 
at  the  moment,"  he  said. 

Reports  emerging  from  Por¬ 
tugal.  however,  suggested  that 
Dani,  of  Sporting  Lisbon,  was 
on  his  way  to  London  to 
undergo  a  medical  as  part  of  a 
proposed  £130,000  deal  He  is 
likely  to  be  joined  by  the 
president  of  Sporting.  Pedro 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  (NBA):  Los 
Angeles  Lakers  128  Golden  Slats  TIB. 
Ctrcago  SB  Houston  M,  I rafcsro  107 
Mares  90.  PIkww  114  Mem  99.  Orlando 
104  Boston  99.  Denver  88  Mmresoia  86. 
DaBas  105  Los  Angafas  CSppers  101: 
Seanfa  97  New  Jersey  88:  Sacramento  ICG 
Toronto  75 


BOXING 


BARKING:  FeeUtenvoBfit  Conn  McMian 
(BarWngi  W  Jusfcn  Murphy  (Bnohton)  rac 
4th  md.  Feather  Chns  Francs  (Siepneyi  tt 
Andrew  Rotxrtson  (Wotverhampconl  prc 
Si^w-rradtfe-  Jason  Hart  l&wrfey)  W 
Errws  Lovendge  (Wbhwtiamptoni  pto. 
Ught  tiesvy-  Edde  Knight  (AshfonQ  tt 
Graham  Townsend  (Haisnarm  ms 


CRICKET 


One-day  International 
New  Zealand  v  Zimbabwe 

/.ELLINGTON  QttTtsmnm  won  fOssI  New 
rat  bear  Zimbabwe  t> y  su  wickets. 
ZIMBABWE 

Q  VJ  ftnra  ran  cut  (Thomson)  .  48 

C  J  Evans  c  Remng  p  Momson . 2 

G  J  WtnBi'1  run  out  (Twose)  ..  9 

•M  Flower  Sm  Nash  .  —  10 

A  D  R  Camcbef!  few  Nash  .  .  2 

5  Da-tos  b  Larsen  . . id 

s  V  Carfisie  run  out  (Momsnn)  .  28 

H  H  Streak  O  Nash . 15 

P  A  Strang  not  out . 28 

B  C  Strang  run  OJ  (Kennedy) .  .  _  3 

EraastCi  14.toi.w8.  rib  3)  _  . J!6 

Total  (9  wM3, 50  overs) - 181 

C  LcO  (M  rax  bat 

FALL  OF  WICKETS'  MO.  2-33. 3-55,  4-85. 
5-90.  Wl8.  7-132.8-171 
5CV7UNG  Mention  102-37-1.  Kennedy 
100-57-0  Nasft1MW63  Lareen  10-6  VL 
1  AS'le  10-0-28-0 

NEW  ZEALAND 

C  M  Spearman  c  G  r  lower  b  Screak 

N  j  Asae  b  wiMtan  . 

S  P  Fterrang  o  Streak  -  .  •-  . 

B  G  Twj»  c  G  Power  b  Evans  .. 

A  C  Parore  not  out  .  —  . 

S  A  Thomson  not  oiA . 

ZrjV~.  lb  1.  lb  7.  w  15.  eta  2)  .  -  - 
TOttf  (4W«S.  39JOVBTSJ - 


1 

18 
70 
.  41 
..  25 
.  4 
■  25 
.  184 

"tL  Sermon.  G  R  Larson.  D  J  Nash.  D  K 
Momson  and  R  J  Kennedy  (fed  not  baL 
FALL  OF  WICKETS  1-6  2  56  3-143, 4 -leg 
BOWLING  Streak  HHM4-2,  Lock  8-1-34- 
0.  Wh.rtaU  5-0-22-1:  Strang  900604): 
Strang  50-20-0-  Evans  21-6-1 
New  Zealand  lead  senes  20 


FOOTBALL 


BELL'S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE  Third  (8- 
vistan:  Postpone*  Aflyxi  Rovers  v 
Caledonian  Thtsfte  ficss  County  v 
Lr.irwswt. 

AFRICAN  NATIONS  CUP:  SemMinafc 
Tunow  4  Zambia  2  (A  Durtjai). 
ADELAIDE:  Oceana  Otympte  qualfyktg 
tournament  New  Zealand  1  Ai&trafcao. 

Tuesday's  late  results 
ENDSLBGH  INSURANCE  LEAGUE  First 
c&vtsurn  Sureteriand  0  Tranmore  Rovers  a 
Second  rfvisiM:  Bra/stod  1  Wycombe 
Wanderers  0.  SurnJay  0  CNtonJ  United  Z 
Third  dMsSom  DarSngton  1  Preston  North 
End  2.  Ew te/  Gty  1  Hartfeprt  United  0: 
Fulham  I  Scunthorpe  United  3.  Gdjngham 
2  MansWd  Town  ft  lWmpwn  Town  1 
Ptjrouth  Argyte  ft  Vifigan  Athletic  2 

Cothester  tinted  0. _ 

ANGLO-ITALIAN  CUP:  Semi-final: 
Bnrn5offl2  West  Bremwich  Atocn2  (ant 
West  Srorrw&cn  wm  4-1  on  pens) 

AUTO  WINDSCREENS  6MELD:  Wortham 
suttfc  SotN-fnaL-  Corfcte  Un»d  t 
Chesfartieid  0. 

VALKHALL  CONFERENCE:  MaCCtoB&tfd 
2  Aflrmcham  3.  Nortfwcft  VtJma  2 

raS^rre^soornSH  cui*.  Thw 

roum  MorwwsU  0  Aberdeen^  Clyd* 
bar*.  0  Strtng  A8»on  1:  Dumbarton  1 
AmJiwAuans  3.  FaSirfc  0  Stanhousam*  ... 


BELL’S  SCOTTISH  LEAGUE:  Second 
(Svtskxi:  Berwick  1  Forfar  0 
DUTCH  CUP:  Thkd  rant  Laewrarden  2 
AgO 

FRENCH  LEAGUE  CUP:  Ouartar-tbiatE 
Gungarrp  1  Masales  ft  Hen  0  Metz  % 
Cannes  I  La  Havre  0:  Lyons  1  Monaco  0. 
SPANISH  CUP:  Ouamr-OnaL  fast  fag: 
Sevda  1  Vafanoa  1. 

BEAZER  HOMES  LEAGUE:  Dr  Martens 
Cire:  Fourth  round:  Crawley  2  BakiocK  2 
ICJS  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMfaoiu  SuDon 
United  I  FUrflear  0.  First  dMetort  MaJdav 
head  Urded  2  Theme  1.  Uxbridge  0 
Brtencay  1.  Slames  6  Abingdon  Town  ft 
Second  dvfatare  Banet&ad  1  Croydon  0, 
Wvsnhoe  2  Bracknell  0.  TTWd  cfvteton: 
Avstey  0  Hertford  0  Carton  Trophy:  ThW 
rouxh  Canvey  Island  1  Capton  0; 
Nodhwoad  0  Waakfctone  2.  ThatJ  round 
rapfaK  T«x4y  2  Easr  Thoroek  0 
PONTWS  CENTRAL  LEAGUE:  Rrs  tfl- 
vtatan:  Daby  CourSy  3  Boton  Wanderers  6. 
Shetteld  Urwad  1  Newcastle  Unfad  i. 
Seoond  rfartSotv  Manchestw  Cty  1  Bat& 

5&IRNOFF  IRSH  LEAGUE:  Premier  di¬ 
vision:  Ards  3  Bangor  0. 

CALOR  COUNTY  ANTHM  SHIELD:  Rnat: 
Crusaders  0  Gienavrar  3 
SOUTHERN  JUNIOR  FLOODLIT  CUP: 
ThW  rowTd:  Wmbtedorr  0  Noranch  Qty  2. 
COMBINED  COUNTIES  LEAGUE:  Pre¬ 
mier  c&vtsJorr  Ashlcrd  Town  2  Bedfont  1. 
Godalmra  and  Gurtdfcrd  0  FswHan  Town 
2.  Merctham  3  Raynes  Part  Vale  0 
GREAT  MILLS  GOMSHATON:  Exmouh 
Town  4  Daefiah  Town  1 
UMBOND  LEAGUE:  Premier  dMskxr 
Banwv  0  Bdhap  AuoMMd  0 
AVON  NSURMCE  COiffil  NATION:  Ffr« 
dvtsion:  Cheteea  3  Swmdan  Town  ft 
JEWSON  EASTERN  COUNTIES  LEA¬ 
GUE:  Premier  dMsnrc  Rptree  B  New- 
merits  1 

JEWSON  WESSEX  LEAGUE  CUP:  Oura- 
far-fatai.  second  tom:  AerasDuettras  1 
Dwmon2(agg  2-2  LXawiton  win  on  away 
goat*.  Lytrwrgron  2  WSmbome  3 
piWrumme  wun  4-2  on  ago) 

LONDON  CHUlSidr  CUP:  Second 
round:  Leyton  Pemem  3  Coder  Row  3 
LWUET  SUSSEX  COUNTY  LEAGUE:  First 
dhAskn  Portheid  0  WcK  4. 


HOCKEY 


REPRESENTATIVE  MATCHES:  Cam¬ 
bridge  UriMnsJv  3  Royal  Navy  1.  RAF  3 
Oxford  Urnvarsify  i 


ICE  HOCKEY 


NATIONAL  LEAGUE  (NHL]:  Outran  4 
Toronto  Z  No*  Yort  Wanders  5  Buffalo  4 
(OT).  Calgary  3  Edmorton2  <OT>:  San  Jose 
8  Hartford  2  New  Jersey  3  Vancouver  2 

WU^TSH  LEAGUE:  First  CMdon: 
Bingham  6  BfacMxm  13.  GuMtoid  3 
Bracknell  6 


REAL  TENNIS 


NEW  YORK:  US  Open:  Doubles:  Final:  N 
wood  and  J  Snow  (GBI  ht  C  Bray  ond  M 
Goodtog  fffi)  6-2. 6-1. «.  6-5 
HATH  BO  HOUSE:  Henry  Leaf  pubSc 
sehooia  doubiae  dwnretorehflj:  OuartBr- 
Onats  Otanerhouoe  I  (N  Pendrlgh  and  A 
Ratnte-Mltert  a  Oariianh  (M  CogHan 
anaMFannrml  6-2.6-i.WhcfHaerntM 
ward  aid  H  Angi^  Bt  HStoytisy  U  (T  ate 
J  Swnondei  6-2  Winchester  I  fAlnvrrt 
and  P  SeafirooH  «  Bon  I  {A  BBBflon  and  J 
Yotvw-Long)  3^  6-3.  6-»:  Kateytxiy  I  (R 
Cknr  and  w  HoUnoon) «  Wettngian  I  (w 
MeRby  and  G  Hewtn.  6-0. 6-2 


RUGBY  LEAGUE 


sax  cur  CHALLENGE  CUP:  Fount 
routt  PoB^iored:  Wottigtin  v  Widnes 


RUGBY  UNION 


Tour  match 

BiglandA  2*’ NSW  22 

EngfandA;  Triaa  BMs  Groerereod  Com 
King.  Pens:  King  Z  T  SHmwon  2 .New 
South  Wales;  Try:  Mfa«i  Coir  Burtaa. 
Pens  Burks  5  '■ 


REPRESBTTAnvE  MATCH:  CM  Serws 
24  Royal  Nary  40 

WRU  MB3WEEK  COMPETITION:  Pool  C: 
Caarptmty38  Uanharan  24. 

TSWENTS  CHAMPIONSHR  Regional 
League:  East  one:  Corrected  score: 
Edinburgh  Wanderers  13  Cume 
115. 

UNDER-19  MATCH  Cauhit  Edev 
bu^i  v  NortfVMIdands. 


RIFLE  SHOOTING 


HOBART:  Tour  match  {300. 600.  700  900 
«nis)  London  and  MWdesw  1930  t4ipte 
(R  Cofflr  199  IQ.  Tasmana  1921.127  (G 
Walter  199  17] 


SNOOKER 


fCWPOTT:  Regal  WbWi  Open  (Errand 
Lrtess  Btatacg-  Seoond  round:  U  Whams 

Wfafes)  bt  Doherty  (Uet  5G.  Third  round 

P  Ebdon  tt  W  Snaddon  (Scot)  5-2  WHUams 

bt  T  ttorpny  (N  Irej  5-2  J  Parrott  bl  D  Taytar 

PI  Ire)  5-1  GDoaiScuQbAH^gjrtsrScaii 

&4:  D  Hamid  hi  S  Hendry  (Scot)  5-3.  0 

Morgan  {Waesl  bt  TChaopd  (Wafeel  5-1.  P 

Urtar  bt  C  Small  (Scot)  5-1 :  D  Henry  (Scrti 

bt  S  Davis  5-3.  Ouartar-Onab:  WHkams  bt 

Ebdor.5-3 


SWIMMING 


MALMO.  Sweden:  Wbrid  Oup  short- 
eousa  meadng:  IMnnara:  Men:  100m 
freestyle:  C  FvxSer  (Ausj  4882sec  40OB 
freesMe:  J  Ha&nartn  (Ger)  3mn  J5  tXtsec 
SQm  breeststrake:  G  SchmxJ  iUSl 
26-31  sec  200m  breaststnAe:  B  Mora 
Woe)  Smn  latfiaac  100m  baefcstrafce:  U 
Swmbtda  (Pefl  5432WC.  50tn  butterfly.  D 
SJarnev  (Lrir)  2*  si.  200m  buttarly:  V 
Hans»o(Ffa|  lmm56^sec  10Qm  facfivld- 
ual  medfay:  J  Sfevren  (Fm)  5210sec 
UMrld  record}  400m  frrfvtiual  medfay:  M 
Ualraki  (Pol)  4itwi  t3  OOsac  Women:  5fan 
freestyle:  L  Ofafsson  JSwej  25.i5sec 
200m  keostyteEZaclunassen  CDenl  imr. 
59.435CC  800m  freestyle--  i  o3by  (Ncri 
628  64  loom  breaststrote.  A  Perak 
(Pci)  10882  50m  badffifr  Oka:  A  Kennedy 
(Ault  2396SBC  200m  backstroke:  A  Ke^ar 
(Stovraoal  2mn  H59sec  100m  bucartly: 
M  Jaentason  (Deni  39  90sec  200m  'mdNid- 
uaf  macSey:  E  Overton  (Ate)  2mn 
12.11SBC. 


TENNIS 


ZAGREB:  Man's  tournament  First  round-. 
M  Damn  (Cz)  bt  F  Fenerttn  (Oonj  2-H  7-5. 

6- 3.  TKentoea  (HoflWSNasoab  (Hunl  7- 
6.  &■£  C-U  Steeb  (Gar)  bt  B  KaSacter 
IGer)  5-2. 6-3 

SHANGHAI:  Men’s  tournament  First 
rormd:  L  Jonasor  (S*re)  ht  A  Ftctiardoon 

(GB)  1-6. ,63.  64.  M  OsfruAa  (St)  bt  E 
Ryan  (fed  63,  63  Seoond  must  T 
Henman  (GB)  fat  J  Grabb  (US)  64. 76  A 
Otowdw  (Ruwl  bt  H  fl*aa  ffta)  *6. 7^. 

7- 5.  M  ftfctey  (GB)  W  P  Baur  tGer)  64 
64:  C  Carter  ffi»0  Ogowtor  (lirbi 
62.63. 

TOKYO:  Women's  tournament  Fast 
round:  M  Maiaeva  (Bi)  bt  M  da  Sward’ 
(SA|  63.  62.  L  Davenport  (US)  tt  N 
Kipiuta  (Jajsnl  67. 6-4, 62:  l  Ma(oi>  (Crc> 
bt  Z  Garrison  Jadaon  (US)  62  64 
Seoond  found:  N  Sawamaisu  i  Japan)  tt  K 
Dae  (Japan)  7-5. 34. 64;  C  Manner  (Sp) 
tt  K  Nagasuka  (Japan)  63. 6-0 


POOLS  DIVIDENDS 


UTTLEWOOOa  TreSto  chance  (no  dtent 
wflh  24pB)  2300  E321 13.15.  Z2  £211 50. 
21  £19.45, 20  £4  25. 19  £1 10  Fajrdra/is 
£14  3ft  10  hemes.  £37  *5  Five  arrays 
510ft 

VBWONS:  TreWe  <hara»  2^ 

£251556.00,  23  £73290.  22  £67  60.  21 
£1140  (dMderefa  to  ««G  ot  Sit  Ip)  Tar 
homes.  £17.00:  fire  **oys-.  vod  pod 
states  may  be  u3ed  m  p%marf  or  cftanc' 
nae  entires  (dMdgndS  to  uncs  or  20b). 
ZbtlbHS:  Treble  chance:  24p« 

£2652725,  23  £23  im  22  £1505  £1 
£2.10.  (far  IT3pL  Easy  aec  £2620  Rw 
draw&  L22.00.  BM  homer.  £400.  Few 
aware-  cam  (forato).  Goafaraura  (peal 
on  IT  goats)  £167(30  (ter  2jp)  Lucky 
rambera.  1 31 30  3  4  38 


Santana  Lopes,  tomorrow  to 
finalise  the  deal.  The  player 
would  then  return  home  and 
report  back  for  training  at 
West  Ham  on  Monday. 

Dani  has  fallen  out  with  the 
Sporting  management  after 
gaining  a  “bad  boy”  reput¬ 
ation.  He  has  been  accused  of 
leading  an  excessive  lifestyle, 
but  he. remains  a  regular  in 
the  national  side  mat  has 
qualified  for  the  European 
championship  this  summer 
and  his  talent  is  beyond  doubt 

“He  gets  into  the  Portuguese 
squad,  but  cant  get  into  the 
Spotting  Lisbon  team,”  Red¬ 
knapp  said.  “Everyone  says 
Portugal  is  one  of  Europe’s 
best  and  it  is  not  often  you  get 
the  chance  to  sign'  their 
players." 

Redknapp  has  run  into 
problems  obtaining  work  per¬ 
mits  for  his  two  recent  interna¬ 
tional  acquisitions  —  Slaven 
Bilic,  of  Croatia,  and  Die 
Dumitrescu,  of  Romania  — 
but  there  would  be  no  such 
problems  with  Dani.  who  is 
an  EC  national. 


McMillan 
shows  he 
has  plenty 
to  offer 

BySrikumar  Sen- 
boxing  correspondent 

COLIN  McMILLAN  is  to  ask 
the  British  Boxing  Board  of 
Control  how  long  he  will  have 
to  wait  to  be  nominated  as  a 
leading  contender  for  the  Brit¬ 
ish  featherweight  champion¬ 
ship. 

The  board  has  preferred 
Pbter  Harris,  of  Wales,  to 
McMillan  as  the  challenger 
for  Jon-Jo  Irwin's  tide,  but 
McMillan  showed  on  Tuesday 
in  Barking,  in  stopping  Justin 
Murphy,  of  Brighton,  in  four 
rounds,  ihat  he  is  close  to 
finding  his  old  form  and  is 
more  than  capable  of  chal¬ 
lenging  Irwin. 

The  former  World  Boxing 
Organisation  (WBO)  champi¬ 
on.  who  won  a  Lonsdale  Bel  t 
in  record  time  in  1991.  cannot 
understand  why  Harris  was 
chosen  when  the  Welshman 
was  knocked  out  in  three 
rounds  bv  Welcome  Ntita.  of 
South  Africa,  in  his  last  bouL 
McMillan  is  still  not  the 
boxer  he  was  before  he  dislo¬ 
cated  a  shoulder  against 
Ruben  Palado  in  1992,  but, 
with  regular  meaningful 

bouts,  believes  he  could  regain 
his  form.  He  is  still  the  best 
technician  in  British  boxing 
and  met  Murphy  for  no 
money  lo  prove  that  he  should 
not  be  ignored  any  more. 

He  reduced  me  Brigham 
man  to  the  level  of  a  raw 
novice  and  heartened  his  fol¬ 
lowers  by  producing  the 
breathtaking  combinations 
that  had  been  missing  since 
his  injury.  “I  guarantee  hell 
beat  Steve  Robinson. "  Mur¬ 
phy  said. 

McMillan  said  he  wanted  to 
challenge  Naseem  Hamed, 
the  WBO  champion,  but  be¬ 
lieved  he  needed  a  couple 
more  bouts  first  Frank 
Maloney,  who  staged  the 
Barking  show,  says  he  will  be 
talking  to  McMillan  and  is 
willing  to  promote  him. 

“With  his  style  he  has  to  be 
an  active  fighter,  like  Lennox 
Lewis."  Maloney  said.  “He's 
got  to  keep  busy." 


odds  to  reach  final 


By  Our  Sports  Staff  • 


TUNISIA  continued  their 
great  adventure  in  the  African 
Nations  Cup  yesterday  by 
confounding  the  experts  and 
reaching  the  final.  The  Tuni¬ 
sians  achieved  a  surprising 
4-2  victory  over  much-tantied 
Zambia  in  their  semi-final  at 
King's  Park.  Durban. 

This  has  been  Tunisia's  best 
performance  in  the  African 
Nations’  Cup  since  they  last 
readied  the  final  in  1965,  when 
they  lost  to  Ghana.  After  they 
needed  a  penalty  sboot-out  to 
defeat  Gabon  in  the  quarter¬ 
finals.  many  thought  that 
Zambia,  finalists  two  years 
ago  and  playing  in  their  third 
semi-final  in  four  tourna¬ 
ments  since  1990,  would  be  too 
strong. 

However,  the  favourites 
were  a  pale  shadow  of  the  side 
that  advanced  so  impressively 
into  the  last  four.  During  the 
first  hour  of  the  match,  Zam¬ 
bia  were  completely  -  out¬ 
played.  Their  play  lacked 
invention  and  resolve  and  they 
found  themselves  trailing  30. 

Adel  Sellimi.  Zoubeir  Beya 
and  Kaies  Kbdhbane  were 


Tunisia's'  scorers.  Beya*s  goal 
after  30  mmutes  was  probably 
die  pick  of  the  bunch,  a  curfing 
free^dek  from  25  yards  that 
found  James  Phiri,  die  Zam¬ 
bia  goalkeeper,  hopelessly  out 
of  position.  ' 

Phiri  was  also  left  clawing 
at  air  as  he  triedto  scuttle  back 
to  his  goalline  after  malting  a 
save  on  the  edge  of  his  area, 
only  to  see  Kodhbane  beat  him 
with  a  left-footed  lob  from  30 
yards  for  Tunisia’s  third  goal. 

Zambia  hauled  themselves 
back,  into  the  game  with  a  goal 
by  Dennis  Lota  in  die  68th 
minute,  but,  although  other 
chances  followed,  the  Tuni¬ 
sian  defence  held  firm  and 
their  place  in  Saturday's  final 
was  assured  five  mmutes  from 
time  when  Sellimi  scored  his 
second  goal  of  the  match  from 
the  penalty  spot  after  Mehdi 
Slimane  had  been  fouled  by 
Efijah  Litana.  * 

-Hilary  Makasa  scored  a- 
consolation  goal- for  Zambia  in 
injury  time,  but  their  early 
lethargic  approach  had  cost 
them  the  match  and  Tunisia 
made  them  pay  dearly. 


Arsenal  say 
Venables 
report  was 
‘garbage’ 

.  ByOuk  Sporjs  Staff 

KEN  FRIAR,  the'  Arsenal 
managing  director,  yesterday 
dismissed  a  report  Knkmg 
Teny  Venables  wife  the  dub 
as  “total  garbage".  Tt  had  been 
alleged  that  the  England 
coach.  ,  who  intends  to  vacate 
his  post  after  this  summer's 
European  championship,  was 
being  courted  as  a  replace¬ 
ment  for  Knee  Rioeh.  the 
manager -at  Highbury,  who 
has  yet  to  sign  a  contract  . 

“We  don’t  lflae  commenting 
on  reports  like  this,  but  ifs 
total  garbage.”  Fldcar  said.  “It 
really  is” 

-  It  is  -  understood  that 
Rioch’s  acknowledged  failure 

contract  is  not  because  cifany 
dispute  wife  the  Arsenal 
board,  bat  simply  due  to  an 
administrative  oversight 
•  Nicky  Butt,  the  Manchester 
United  midfield  player,  has 
failed  in  bis  attempt  to  get  a 
one-match  suspension  over¬ 
ruled.  Butt  who  was  sent  off 
during  his  sute*$  recent  1-0 
victory  at  West  Ham  United, 
had  .hoped  that  the  Football 
Association  would  ask  fee 
referee,  Stephen  Lodge;  to 
look  at  a  video  of  the  incident 
and  reconsider  his  verdict 
Steve  Double,’  an  FA 

spokesman,  said:^We  are  not 
considering  fee  appeal  as 
Butt  was  dismissed  for  two  . 
bookable  offences.  We  fed  the 
modem  d  oes  hot  warrant 
further  investigation-"  - 
Butt  will  miss  the  game 
wife  Blackburn  Rovers  at  Old 
Tiafloid  on  February  10. 

A  court'  in  .  Mannheim. 
Germany,  yesterday  passed  a 
threeyear  suspended  jail  sen¬ 
tence  on.  Maurizib  Gaudrno, 
the  former  Manchester  City 
midfield  player,  for  his  paxtin . 
-a  car  insurance  fraud. 
Gaudino,  29,  was  convicted 
after  helping  friends  to  make 
bogus  claims  for  “missing” 
cam  white  he  was  playing  for 
Eintracht  FranJdurt  in  fbe 
Bundeshga. 

.  The  Germany  interaatum- 
aL  who  made  20  aflpeajgmccs 
in  the  FA  Carting  Freuxier- 
ship  for  City  last  seasort  after 
joining  the  dub  in  afoan  dod. 
was  also-  fined  just  "  over' 
£80,000.  - '  . 

Nigel  Spink,  the  Aston  Villa  - 
goalkeeper,  has  signed  .for 
West  Bromwich  Albion  on  a 
free  transfer.  Spipk.  37,- a. 
former  England  fotemafion- 
al  spent  19  yrais  at  Vffla  Park 
fait  has  agreed 
with  Alan  Buckley,  fee  Albion 
manager,  and  is  expected  to 
make  his  debut  away  to 
Ipswich  Town  on  Saturday. 


Hutchison’s 
pace  gives 
England 
upper  hand  «■ 

PAUL  HUTCHISON,  the 
England  Under-19  and  York¬ 
shire  fast  .bowler,  was.  again  ■ 
fee  sawrge  of  Zimbabwe 
Under-19  as  the  third  and  final 
international  cricket  match 
began  in  Bulawayo  yesterday. 
Hutchison,  who  took  eight  for 
43  in  Engl&ndis  victory  in  fee 
first  match  of  fee  series,  took 
six  for  21  as  Zimbabwe  were  . 
dismissed  for  143.  By  thedose; 
England  were  96  for  three, 
with  Noel  Gie,  of  Nfatmgham-  - 
shire,  unbeaten  on  44: 

.  David  Murphy,  fee  Zimba¬ 
bwe  all-rounder,  hitfobefore  - 
being  run  out.  but  fee  day 
belonged  to  Hutchison, 'whose 
Speed,  accuracy  and  tong, 
intimidatory  run-up  have  in¬ 
fluential  in  fee  series.  . 

Dazzling  Snow 

Real  tamfe  Julian  Snow,  of 
Great  Britain,  won  his  second 
title  at  the  US  Open  champi- 
onships  m  New  York  when  he 
partnered  .Nick"  Woodv  the 
Hampton  Court  professional, 
to  add  the  doubles*  titieto  fee 
singles*  crown  that  he  had 
already  woii:  In  an  all-British 
final  SnowandWoocf&feat- 
ed  Chris  Br^  -  tmff^Mike 
Gooding;  tite  world;  No  i  doit-  Cl 


□  Nigel,.  Pertingh  and  Alex  <. 
Roberts-Maier,  :Qf '  Charter- 

house,  reached' fee  semi-finals 

of  the  'Hemy  Leaf  pubHc 
schools  doubles  champion¬ 
ship  •  by  "rbeaffiagr-  Marie 
Coghian  and  Martin.  Fair- 
barns,  irf:  GranfeigbL  .  for  fee 
loss  of  ottiyferee  games. 


Ice  bodieyi  The  proposed 
sopa  league  became  a.  cer¬ 
tainty  yesterday  after  a  meet¬ 
ing  at  which'  Officials  of  the 
new  k^iie  and  representa¬ 
tives;  of  the  British  jee  Hockey 
Assodatkm  sigraxi  an  agrees' 
mept  allowing fee  new  kague 
to  op^ate.  '  Detailed  informa¬ 
tion  .  regarding,  ihcmbershqo 
criteria  wflT  .be  submitted  to 
clubsnextweekaiKfrtishoped 
to'  announce  fee'.new  fran- 
diises  ni  Marrii  '  wife  the 
Id^ue  starting  nfid:  season. 

Garrett  on  line 

Basketisafl:  WorthiM  Bears 
wiflTqflace  Derridc  mir  with 
Tim  Garrett,  fee  6feSm  Ameri- 
Garrett  34,  was 
granted  a  work  perrmt  yester¬ 
day  and  is  esqjKted  to  make 
his  debut  in  the  Budweiser 
League  on  Saturday. 


iani>  revival 
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Sheehan  on  bridge 

-  ..  -.Of A— ..  . 

By  Robert  Sheehan,  bridge  correspondent 
The  proprietor  fell  for  a  couple  of  old  gags  on  this  TGR  hand. 


Dealer  Sooth 


Love  all 

♦AQ54  . 
V8762 
*  108  2 

654 


Rnbber  bridge 


4782 
▼  J10 
•  7  S 

+  KJT0B62 


b«r  >  f  i 

L±1 


♦  J  108 
VKS54S 

4QJ43 

60 


*K93 

VAQ 

♦  A  K  9  6 

6A973 


CoatracC  3  NT  by  South 

South  opened  2  NT.  North 
replied  Three  Clubs  (Stayman) 
and  went  on  to  3  NT  over 
South’s  Three  Diamonds. 

Zia  led  the  two  of  dubs. 
There  are  two  points  about 
this  lead.  The  first  is  that,  wife 
a  suit  headed  by  KJ 108.  it  is 
correct  to  lead  tow,  rather  than 
fee  jade  when  you  suspect 
length  may  be  held  on  your 
right  The  honour  lead  fre¬ 
quently  blocks  fee  suit  That 
was  the  case  here. 

The  second  point  is  that 
when  you  have  a  long  suit 
with  no  side  entry,  leading  the 
two  may  persuade  the  declarer 
to  think  that  you  have  only 
four  of  the  suit.  In  that  case,  he 
may  decide  not  to  hold  up. 

It  worked  like  a  dream. 
Howard  Cohen,  the  declarer, 
won  the  first  dub  and  crossed 
to  dummy  wife  a  spade,  on 
which  1  played  the  ten.  He 
continued  wife  fee  ten  of 
diamonds ,  which  I  covered. 

After  winning  fee  king  of 
diamonds,  declarer  laid  down 


.  Lead:  T\vo  of  dobs 

the  Jang  of  spades  and  1 
continued  my  harmless  diver¬ 
sion  by  following  with  the  jade 
of  spades." 

Notice  that  this  is  a  cost- 
nothing  play  —  if  1  keep  the 
jade,  declarer  has  no  option 
but  to  play  the  nine  to  the  ace 
hoping  that  the  suit  is  three- 
three. 

Declarer  continued  by  cash¬ 
ing  the  nine  of  spades.  Now, 
he  attempted  to  force  entry  to 
dummy  by  leading  the  nine  of 
diamonds.  I  ducked  (if  I  take  it 
and  play  a  heart,  declarer  has 
to  finesse,  and  gets  his  ninth 
trick  that  Way}. 

Now.  Zia’s  falsfrcard  lead 
bore  fruit  —  declarer  exited 
with  a  dub.  hoping  feat  fee 
defence  would  have  to  play 
into  one  of  his  red  suit  tenaces. 
We  did,  after  Zia  had  .  taken, 
five  dub  tricks. 

□  Robert  Sheehan  writes  on 
bridge  Monday  to  Friday  in 
Sport  and  in  fee  Weekend 
section  on  Saturday. 


By  Philip  Howard 


Imaginary  folk 
WILLY  LQMAN 

a.  A  lough  private  detective 

b.  A  romantic  po« 

c.  A  successfully  doltenged  rep 
EDWARD  ROCHESTER 

a.  A  Dickensian  heir 

b.  A  Gothic  hero 

c.  Headmaster  of  St  Dominic* 


FATHER  BROWN 

a.  Patriarch  of  Lisle  Women 

b.  A  grizdy  bear 

c.  An  amateur  gumshoe  . 

CATHERINE  SLOPER 

a.  A  tyrannical  stepmother 

b.  An  adventuress 

c.  A  spinster  heiress 

Answers  on  page  42 


By  Raymond  Keene 

CHESS  CORRESPONDENT 


Rfel 

20  Qxc2 

21  Re4 

22  Qxb4 

23  0q7 

24  Qb7 

25  t)6 
28  Qb8  ' 

27  Rft 

28  toll 


40  001 

41'  wr: 
42:  NfS 
White  resigns 


Solid  defence 

Michael  Adams,  the  British 
grandmaster,  has  established 
himself  as  fee  most  active  of  m 
our  leading  players.  His  style  fg  Qd8 
is  tenacious  and,  on  his  day,.  30  ,NS 
he  is  capable  of  defeating  the  3i  ops 
best  At  fee  Wqk  aan  Zee  33  qj* 
tournament  he  scored  acred-  34  02 
itable  phis  one,  including  the 
following  win.  where  his  de- 
fensive  powers enabled  him  to-  38  Mi4 
beat  off  the.  sacrificial  on-.  39  :b7 
slaught  by  .fee  fonder  Yugo¬ 
slav  grandmaster. - 
White:  Ivan  Sokolov  . 

Biack:  Michael  Adams  '■ 

Wijkaan  Zee,  JanuaiyT9?6f:; ; 

Sogfafndzaii  Dtfcatf^' 

10*-  e6i"*-  1- 

2  04  Bb4^  •:% 

3  BcB  86  .  -' 

4  Nc3  ■  tfK  r-'TV' 

5  64  t«.  _•••*' 

6  8d3  -c5  ; 

?  dS-  Bxc3 

8  Bxc3  exd5 

9  Bx05  .60 

10  Ne2  'Nbd7  • 

11  m  Ftee  : 

12  Ng3  "  T48S 

13  8c2  .  .  -..Nkj*.  . 

14  Bxf6  -  •  CMB 

15  CM3  .  Qb4 

16  f4  h5  ■ 

17  a4  •  "ad7-. 

18  axtoS  -  Nb3  ' 


Nxc2 

Qxf4 

RX84 

CM2 

BeB  ' 

Pd8 

RcTT 

R©7 

Qd4+ 

Qxri5 

m 

Ra2 
Oo5  . . 
h6  . 
Re4 
Rxb4 
Re4 
Ra2 
Rb2 

T 

Rxb7' 

Ob8 

Bd7 


Diagram  affinal  position 


□  Raymond  Keene  writes  on  chess 
Monday  to  Friday  in  Sport  and  in 
fee  Weekend  section  on  Saturday. 
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By  Raymond  Keene 


White  to  move.  This  position-  is 
from  fee  game  Red — Carls.  Baden 
Baden.  1925.  Here,  Wh&e  has  fee 
possibility  of  the  very  strong  L 
Rxf&+.  However,  there  is  a  saying 
in  cbess  feac  when  you  see  a  good  • 
move,  look  far  a  fatter  one,  and 
this  is  what  White  did  here  What 
didfaplBy? 

Solution,  page  42 
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World  No  1  struggles  in  Australia 

Nervous  Norman 
feels  there  is  no 
place  like  home 


Peace  has  broken  out 
in  the  feud  between 
Greg  Norman  and  a 
section  of  his  country' 
men.  Norman  has  flown  to  the 
land  of  his  birth,  the  land 
where  he  says  he  wants  to 
retire,  the  land  he  loves  more 
than  any  other  in  the  world.  So 
far.  he  has  not  criticised  the 
greens  at  The  Vines,  here  in 
Perth,  where  he  is  competing 
this  week,  no  journalist  has 
called  him  money-grabbing, 
though  he  is  receiving  hand¬ 
some  appearance  money,  and 
he  has  been  as  obliging  to  all 
and  sundry  as  he  is  in  Europe 
and  the  United  States. 

This  is  in  marked  contrast  to 
Norman's  last  trip  home.  Be¬ 
fore  Christmas,  he  returned  to 
play  in  the  Australian  Open  in 
Melbourne  and  the  Greg  Nor¬ 
man  Holden  Classic  in  Syd¬ 
ney.  In  those  two  weeks,  a 
series  of  rows  erupted  around 
the  world's  No  1  golfer. 

He  had  a  torrid  dispute, 
partly  conducted  on  television. 
f,  with  the  head  greenkeeper  at 
Kingston  Heath,  where  the 
Open  was  staged.  He  was 
publicly  rebuked  for  not  doing 
enough  for  Australian  golf  by 
Peter  Senior,  who  then  went 
on  television  and  emotionally 
denied  saying  such  thing£ 


John  Hopkins,  in  Perth,  reports 
on  a  golfer  feted  elsewhere  but 
without  honour  in  his  own  land 


Then  Norman,  normally  gra¬ 
cious  and  talkative  in  his 
dealings  with  golf  journalists, 
was  almost  monosyllabic 
when  he  came  to  talk  to  them. 

One  Australian  journalist 
wrote  a  story  suggesting  that 
he  had  never  seen  a  public 
figure  so  badly  treated  by  the 
media.  Even  as  Norman  re¬ 
turned  to  the  United  States, 
one  of  the  country's  most 
respected  sports  journalists 
wrote:  “Australian  golf  is  in 
urgent  need  of  some  perspec¬ 
tive  in  its  view  of  Greg 
Norman.  Let  us  continue  re¬ 
joicing  in  his  immense  talent, 
but  let's  treat  him  as  a  flesh 
and  blood  sportsman  with 
faults,  not  a  demi-god." 

Frank  Williams.  Norman's 
manager,  knows  what  lies 
behind  ail  this  —  and  it  is  nor 
his  man's  fault  “It’s  the  tall 
poppy  syndrome,”  Williams 
said.  “Let  me  give  you  a 
parallel:  if  a  man  has  a  Rolls 
Rpyce  in  the  United  States. 
Americans  will  look  at  it  and 
say.  ‘I  want  one  of  those',  ff 


Norman  is  a  promoter’s  dream,  as  a  Hariey-Davidson 
dealer  in  Singapore  discovered  earlier  this  week 

Woosnam’s  revival 
under  examination 

From  John  Hopkins,  golf  correspondent 


THE  circus  rolls  on.  Last 
Jf-eek,  it  was  Asia;  this  week. 
Australia.  The  PGA  European 
£  Tour  has  flown  on  from  Singa¬ 
pore  and  alighted  in  Perth,  the 
venue  for  the  second  event  of 
the  1996  series.  The  humidity 
of  Asia  has  been  replaced  by 
the  dryness  of  Western  Aus¬ 
tralia,  the  bustle  of  Singa¬ 
pore's  Clark  Quay  by  the 
sedateness  of  Perth.  Singapore 
Slings  by  Emu  beer. 

At  the  Tanah  Merah  dub 
last  Sunday.  Ian  Woosnam 
threaded  a  five-iron  through  a 
gap  in  shrubs  and  palms  that 
seemed  to  be  little  wider  than 
his  own  shoulders.  He  hit  the 
ball  with  draw  so  that  it  bent 
to  the  left,  moving  as  much  as 
15  yards  off  centre,  and  then 
holed  the  subsequent  25-foot 
putt  to  win  the  tournament. 

There  is  a  smile  on 
Woosnam’s  face  and  a  spring 
in  his  step  these  days,  even 
though  it  is  alleged  that 
Maruman.  the  club  manufac¬ 
turer.  recently  declined  to 
renew  his  contract,  a  decision 
that  coincided  with  him  drop¬ 
ping  out  of  the  world's  leading 
50  players  for  the  first  time. 
Woosnam  said  he  is  hitting 
the  ball  better  and  further 
than  he  has  for  months  and 
that  makes  him  a  legitimate 
contender  to  win  the  Heineken 


Classic  at  The  Vines  on  Sun¬ 
day. 

Woosnam  is  a  player  who  is 
rarely  at  one  with  his  putter. 
The  memory  remains  of  him 
fiddling  with  one  putter  after 
another  during  the  German 
Open  last  August  when  he 
needed  a  high  finish  to  have  a 
chance  of  a  place  in  the  Ryder 
Cup  team.  At  one  time,  he  was 
so  uncertain  on  the  greens  he 
resorted  to  using  a  broom- 
handle  putter.  All  those 
doubts  had  gone  by  last  week. 
“I'm  not  going  back  to  that 
putter."  Woosnam  said.  “I’d 
give  up  if  I  had  to  return  to 
that" 

The  greens  at  The  Vines  will 
test  his  resurgent  confidence. 
They  are  enormous,  ap¬ 
proaching  the  dimensions  of 
those  at  St  Andrews.  “The 
difference  between  front  and 
back  can  be  four  clubs." 
Jonathan  Lomas,  the  young 
English  professional.  saw. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  United 
States.  Nick  Faldo  will  also  be 
hoping  to  capitalise  on  a  good 
stan  to  the  new  year.  He  plays 
the  Pebble  Beach  national  pro- 
am  tournament  which  is  con¬ 
tested  on  three  courses 
situated  on  the  Monterey  pen¬ 
insular.  boosted  by  his  second- 
place  finish  in  the  Mercedes 
Championship  last  month. 


you  parked  a  Rolls  Royce  in 
Collins  Street  Melbourne,  it  is 
likely  to  be  scratched." 

In  the  three  days  since  his 
private  jet  touched  down  in 
Perth  from  Singapore.  Nor¬ 
man  has  appeared  less  at  ease 
than  normal  and  certainly  less 
comfortable  than  you  would 
expea  him  to  be  when  he  is  at 
home.  There  is  a  wariness  in 
those  fierce  eyes.  He  stares 
icily  at  his  questioners  as  if  he 
is  suspicious  of  their  motives. 

At  his  first  press  conference 
of  the  week.  Norman  began 
warily,  replying  to  a  question 
about  whether  the  previous 
controversies  had  been  forgot¬ 
ten.  "They  won’t  be  if  you  top 
bringing  them  up,"  he  said 
Even  in  the  relaxed  atmo¬ 
sphere  of  Tuesday's  practice 
round,  when  he  played  with 
two  dose  friends.  Wayne  Riley 
and  Stewart  Ginn,  he  seemed 
less  relaxed  than  usual. 

“Greg  gets  hurt,"  Williams 
said.  “People  write  things  that 
are  quite  cruel  and  think, 
because  he  is  wealthy  and 
successful,  he  wont  be  hurt  by 
them.  But  he  is.  He  fads  For  his 
wife  and  his  kids. 

“Greg  loves  Australia.  If  he 
could  transport  everything 
that  he  has  in  the  US  back 
home  and  still  play  the  US 
circuit  then  he  would  do  it  in 
five  minutes.  The  day  he 
retires  is  the  day  he  will  come 
back  here.  He  loves  the  place, 
everything  about  it 

"He  comes  here  each  time 
with  such  high  hopes  and  so 
often  is  disappointed  He 
would  never  say  he  was  not 
coming  back  to  Australia. 
Greg  Norman  not  returning  to 
Australia  is  like  the  Sydney 
Harbour  bridge  crumbling 
overnight  It  is  not  going  to 
happen. 

“His  biggest  problem,  for  a 
very  private  man.  is  a  lack  of 
privacy.  He  can’t  sit  down  for 
a  meaL  can’t  go  out  for  a  walk, 
cant  go  to  the  cinema. , The 
only  true  place  where  he  can 
get  privacy  is  in  the  middle  of 
the  ocean  on  his  boat  or  45,000 
feet  up  in  the  air  in  his  own 
plane." 

If  Norman  is  a  flawed  hero 
in  Australia,  he  remains  a 
source  of  envy  to  his  peers. 
“He  is  so  focussed  when  he 
plays  well."  Ernie  Els.  of 
South  Africa,  said.  “In  that 
respect  he  is  the  best  in  the 
world.  I  have  huge  respect  for 
him.  He  is  a  self-made  multi¬ 
millionaire.  That  is  pretty 
good" 

When  asked  what  aspen  of 
Norman's  game  he  coveted 
most,  lan  Woosnam.  the 
Welshman,  replied:  “I’d  have 
his  driving  for  its  straightness 
and  length." 

Norman.  41  next  week,  is  a 
sponsors  dream,  almost  al¬ 
ways  increasing  the  sale  of 
tickets  when  he  competes.  TV 
ratings  for  last  year’s  Austra¬ 
lian  Open  peaked  at  23  million 
because  Greg  was  playing." 
Williams  said.  “Normal  sport¬ 
ing  programmes  get  13  or  14 
(million).  If  each  viewing  point 
represents  Aus$lmiliion. 
imagine  the  value  to  the  TV 
company  —  and  the  sponsor  is 
delirious  because  he  is  gening 
what  he  wants,  more  people 
looking  at  his  product" 

It  is  impossible  for  a  fish  to 
survive  in  an  environment 
without  water.  Yet.  this  week, 
a  great  white  shark  is  at  bay  ] 
on  land  —  his  own  land  It  is  a 
shame.  I 


Player-share  plan  opposed 


THERE  was  something  sanc¬ 
timonious  yesterday  about  the 
voices  raisaJ  in  opposition  to 
all-year  rugby.  Little  concern 
had  been  expressed  about 
players’  welfare  when  rugby 
league  clubs  agreed  to  the 
transition  to  a  summer  game 
that  would  mean  14  months  of 
continual  action,  now'  nearing 
its  midway  point  yet  confir¬ 
mation  by  Denis  Greenwood, 
the  Leeds  chairman,  that  the 
Headingley  dub  would  not 
only  share  its  home  but  also  its 
players  with  Leeds  rugby 
union  club  from  September 
was  yesterday  greeted  with 
alarm. 

Hugh  McGahan.  the  Leeds 
football  manager,  said:  “All 
players  need  a  time  to  rest  and 
get  over  niggling  injuries.  If 
players  played  league  in  sum¬ 
mer  and  union  in  winter,  they 
P.vouJ d  have  no  time  to  recu¬ 
perate  and  build  up  for  the 
following  season.  Thai  would 
most  certainly  affect  their 
form.*’ 


By  Christopher  Irvine 

McGahan  said  that  Leeds 
were  desperate  to  challenge 
Wigan  in  the  forthcoming 
Super  League,  but  they  would 
hardly  be  able  to  do  so  rf 
players  were  in  action  all  year 
round.  It  is  for  the  same 
reason  that  Wigan  have 
shunned  the  notion  of  sharing 
players  with  Orrell.  should 
their  union  neighbours  move 
in  at  Central  Park. 

Maurioe  Lindsay,  the  Rug¬ 
by  FootbaD  League  chief  exec¬ 
utive.  emphasised  the  welfare 
of  players  was  paramount  and 
that  could  not  be  helped  by 
playing  non-stop.  He  quoted 
the  concern  of  the  British 
Medical  Association,  yet  noth¬ 
ing  was  publicly  heard  of  any 
misgivings  from  that  organis¬ 
ation  at  tfie  start  of  the  rugby 
league  marathon  last  August. 

Castleford  had  their  players' 
physical  health  at  heart  when 
they  joined  Wig’an,  Bradford 
and  Halifax  in 
opting  for  Sunday  evening 
kick-offs  in  the  summer.  So 


far,  Leeds  are  alone  in  sticking 
to  the  traditional  3pm  start 

A  trawl  for  Irish  lineage  has 
produced  the  addition  of 
Mark  Forster,  the  Warrington 
and  former  Great  Britain 
wing,  to  the  Ireland  squad  for 
die  World  Nines  in  Fiji  on 
February  23.  James  Lowes,  the 
Leeds  hooker,  and  Bernard 
Dwyer,  the  Bradford  forward, 
also  qualify  by  virtue  of  the 
grandparent  rule  and  might 
yet  join  the  party. 

Terry  Flanagan,  the  Ireland 
coach,  said:  “Lowes  and 
Dwyer  are  in  the  reckoning 
because  we  stID  have  two 
places  to  filL" 

Highfield,  the  game’s  peren¬ 
nial  stragglers  in  the  second 
division,  rave  appointed  the 
much-travelled  Jim  Preliin, 
formerly  at  Blackpool  Hali¬ 
fax.  Swinton  irwice},  Mans¬ 
field.  Rochdale  Hornets  and 
Leigh,  as  manager  and  Alex 
Melting,  the  former  Swinton 
and  Rochdale  hooker,  as  play¬ 
er-coach. 


more  from 
senior  servants 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


WALES  have  already  talked 


Williams  lines  up  a  pot  on  his  way  to  a  surprise  5-3  victory  over  Ebdon  in 
the  Regal  Welsh  Open  at  Newport  yesterday.  Photograph:  Gareth  Everett 


intend  to  play  against  Eng: . 
laud  in  the  five  nations' 
championship  at  Twickenham 
on  Saturday.  Yesterday.  En¬ 
gland*  management  sub¬ 
scribed  to.  the  same  theme, 
while  Jean-Claude  Skrela  pre¬ 
dicted  a  far  more  dynamic 
game  from  France  against  die 
Scots  in  Edinburgh. 

“I  aspire  to  England  playing 
a  wider  game  than  die  tactical 
game  we  played  in  Paris.* 
Jade  Rowefl,  foe  England 
manager,  said,  “but  1  would 
like  to  think  that  foe  channels 
we  choose  to  go  up  will  be 
implemented  (xl  foe  fidd  and 
will  enable  each  erf  the  Eng¬ 
land  players  to  get  into  the 
game." 

So  many  optimistic  hopes, 
so  few  achieved  —  Scotland 
aside  —  in  the  first  round  of 
the  championship,  it  is 
Rowell’s  contention  ihal  Eng¬ 
land.  having  shrugged  off  foe 
malaise  induced  by  individual 
errors  against  South  Africa 
and  Western  Samoa  before 
Christmas,  must  play  m  the 
way  they  have  trained  and 
that,  if  they  do  not,  foe  fault 
will  lie  with  the  experienced 
heads  on  foe  field.  . 

Rowefl  expats  all  his  senior 
players  to  contribute  to  that 
process,  not  only  the  captain, 
wm  Carling,  and  the  pack 
leader.  Ben  Clarke.  Those 
players  include  Tim  Rodber, 
restored  to  the  bade  row  after 
injury  but  off  thefidd  twice  for . 
treatment  during  training  at 
Richmond  yesterday.  ■ 

The  England  manager  re¬ 
gards  foe  Wales  selection  as 
“refreshing",  but  dismissed 
foe  teasing  suggestion  from 
Kevin  Bowring,  the-  Wales- 
coach,  that  Saturday  might  be 
foe  day  for  England  to  un¬ 
leash  their  expansive  style. 
“He  is  new  to  international 
rugby.  He  can  took  after  the 
Welsh  team  and  leave  Eng¬ 
land  to  others."  Rowell  said. 

“We  need  to  build  the  Eng¬ 
land  game  through  foe  Eng¬ 
lish  (dub]  game,  fait  each  dub 
plays  in  a  different  way.  .  We 
work  persistently  cm  doing  foe 


..basics,  but  it*5  difficult  to 
inculcate  that  m  foe  few  hours 
,1  see  tiie  squad  if,  within  a 
wieek  or  a  fortnight,  they  have 
gone  again." 

.  -  RoweH  admitted  to  frustra¬ 
tion  at  the  tactics  adopted  late 
in  the  game  with  France, 
which  England  lost  15-12.  “We 
didn’t  channel  our  efforts  and 
irs  not  going  to  be  easy 

against  Wales."  he  said- “They 

have  experience,  a  good scrum 
and  ball-winning  capability  at 
foe  lineouL  Tne .  game  will 
hinge  around  how  -wdl  both 
sets  of  half  backs  perform. 
And.  of  course;  against  Wales, 
irs  more  than  rugby  —  irs 
histoiy.” 

France  also  hope  to  play  a 
more  opai  style  at  Murray- 
fiekL  “Our  priority  will  always 
be  to_win,  but  if  possible  by 
playing  the  bafl."  Skrela,  the 
France  coach,  said.  “However, 
it  fakes  two  to  play.  Against 
England,  we  were  frustrated 
because  they  came  to  Paris  to 
stop  us  from  playing.  Hopeful¬ 
ly.  it  won?  be  foe  same  against 
Sootiand. 

-  “V  watched'  Scotland  play 
Ireland  and  I  noticed  British 
teams  play  the  game  when 
they  meet  one  another.  They 
dp  not  when  they  play  France, 
but  I'm  confident  we’ll,  see 
running  rugby  against  Scot¬ 
land.  They're  a  dynamic,  mo¬ 
bile  team— they  move  the  ball 
around.”  .. 


Rowdl:  hopes  England 
can  play  wider  game 


Ebdon  joins  the  mighty  fallen  -Blyth’s  spirit  lifts 


THE  epidemic  of  shock  re¬ 
sults  that  has  swept  through 
foe  Regal  Welsh  Open  con¬ 
tinued  in  Newport  yesterday 
when  Peter  Ebdon  joined  a 
long  line  of  established  play¬ 
ers  on  the  receiving  end  of  a 
surprise  defeat 

Ebdon.  one  of  only  three 
members  of  snooker’s  top  ten 
to  survive  the  tournament's 
p re-televised  phase,  was  beat¬ 
en  5-3  by  Mark  Williams,  the 
world  No  39  from  Ebbw 
Vale,  despite  performing  to  a 
high  standard. 

In  fact.  Ebdon,  who  re¬ 
placed  Stephen  Hendry  as 
foe  bookmakers'  favourite 
after  the  world  champion’s 
5-3  defeat  against  Dave  Har¬ 
old  on  Tuesday  evening 
committed  few  unforced  er- 


By  Phil  Yates 

rors.  He  could  not,  however, 
prevent  a  string  of  long¬ 
distance  pots  from  Williams. 

“I'm  bitterly  disappointed 
because  1  know  I’m  playing 
weU."  Ebdon  said,  after  fol¬ 
lowing  Steve  Davis,  John 
Higgins,  Ronnie  O’Sullivan 
and  Jimmy  White  out  of  the 
competition.  “The  frustrating 
thing  is  that  I'm  going  to  play 
a  whole  tot  worse  than  that 
and  win  matches.  I  made  the 
most  of  my  opportunities,  it 
was  just  that  Mark  played 
out  of  his  skin  and  kept 
potting  unbelievable  balls." 

Ebdon  compiled  the  three 
highest  breaks  of  the  contest 
-  73.  74  and  108  -  to 
establish  a 

3-2  lead,  but  Williams  repeat¬ 
edly  defied  the  percentages  to 


pot  one  risky  ball  after 
another.  Good  fortune  also 
played  a  part  in  the  eighth 
frame,  when  Williams,  25-7 
adrift  fluked  a  red  to  a  baulk 
pocket  to  initiate  a  run  of  35. 
When  Ebdon  then  botched 
an  attempted  return  to  the 
bottom  cushion,  Williams 
pressed  home  his  advantage. 

On  his  first  appearance  in 
the  semi-final  of  a  world- 
ranking  event  tomorrow, 
Williams,  20.  will  face  his 
compatriot,  Darren  Morgan, 
or  Dave  Harold.  In  today's 
other  quarter-final  Paul 
Hunter.  17.  from  Leeds,  who 
has  dropped  only  nine 
frames  in  ten  matches  during 
the  tournament,  meets  Drew 
Henry,  the  Scot  responsible 
for  the  elimination  of  Davis- 


Britain  gain  live  exposure 


THE  Great  Britain  men’s 
hockey  team  will  have  a  live 
television  audience  for  their 
match  against  Germany,  the 
Olympic  champions,  at  Mil- 
ion  Keynes  In  May.  Sunday 
Grandstand  will  broadcast 
the  match,  which  will  form  an 
important  port  of  both  teams* 
preparations  for  the  Olympic 
Games  tournament  in  Atlanta 
later  in  the  summer. 

The  full  international  pro¬ 
grammes  for  Great  Britain 
and  England  were  announced 
yesterday  by  foe  Hockey  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  All  England 
Women’s  Hockey  Association. 
The  new  stadium  at  Milton 
Keynes  will  be  opened  official¬ 
ly  on  March  24.  when  the 
England  men’s  team  will  play 


By  Sydney  Frjskin 

India  and  foe  women’s  side 
will  face  France. 

Cal  urn  Giles,  who  scored 
eight  goals  for  Great  Britain  in 
the  Olympic  qualifying  tour¬ 
nament  at  Barcelona  last 
week,  where  Britain  finished 
third  and  made  sure  of  their 
place  in  Atlanta,  is  to  go  into 
hospital  on  Tuesday  for  a 
hernia  operation.  He  will  play 
this  weekend  for  his  club  side, 
Havant  who  are  engaged  in  a 
Hockey  Association  Cup  fifth- 
round  match  ax  home  to 
Edgbaston  on  Saturday  and 
meet  Indian  Gymkhana  in  the 
National  League  on  Sunday. 
He  will  probably  be  out  for 
the  rest  of  the  season,  but 
expects  to  be  fit  by  foe  time 
Great  Britain  resume  their 


training  programme  cm  April 
9.  “It  is  a  great  Wow  to  us."  Bill 
Jones,  the  Havant  manager, 
said  yesterday.  “After  what  he 
did  in  Barcelona,  foe  crowds 
would  have  flocked  in." 

The  repercussions  of  the 
goaRess  draw  between  India 
and  Malaysia  that  marred  foe 
Olympic  qualifying  tourna¬ 
ment  on  Sunday  continued 
yesterday  with  an  assurance 
from  the  International  Hockey 
Federation  that  Canada’s  pro¬ 
test  would  be  examined.  The 
Canadians,  denied  a  place  in 
Atlanta  by  Malaysia  as  a 
result  of  the  stalemate,  com¬ 
plained  that  their  fate  had 
been  sealed  in  a  game  shorn  of 
competitiveness  because  India 
had  already  qualified. 


England  A _ .... _ 24 

New  South  Wales . „22 

By  Peter  Bills 

ENGLISH  ragbys  enduring 
failure  to  capitalise  mi  scoring 
opportunities,  an  Achilles’ 
fad  problem  of  long-standing 
concern,  almost  cost  England 
A  the  prized  scalp  of  New 
South  Wales,  the  Australian 
state  side,  at  Welford  Road, 
Leicester  yesterday. 

In  freezing  conditions  hard¬ 
ly  conducive  to  open  rugby, 
England  needed  a  try  in  the 
second  minute  of  added  time 
to  send  the  Australians  to  their 
first  defeat  on  their  United 
Kingdom  tour. 

The  temperature  never  rose 
above  freezing,  but  tire 
amount  erf  possession  secured  - 
by  the  England  forwards  from 
mast  phases  of  {day  and  foe 
openings  the  backs  created 
wereencourapng. 

Alas,  as  so  often  at  all  levels, 
it  was  In  finishing  that 
England  failed,  even  if  then- 
attacking  intent-  was  com¬ 
mendable.  Scoring  opportuni¬ 
ties  were  spurned,  fatten 
through  poor  passing  or  care¬ 
less  play,  so  that  when  foe 
tour  team  snatched  the  lead 
with  four  minutes  of  normal 
time  remaining,’  England 
seemed  likely  to  pay  a  heavy 
price  for  their  mistakes.. 

They  were  rescued  by  a 
surge  in  -which  Healey'S 
tapped  free  kick  was  critical 
King,'  cool  and  impressive  in 
much  of  his  work,  floated  a 
tong  pass  and  Bfyfo  cut  a 
smart  angle  to  foe  line  for  foe 
try.  King,  who  had  taken  over 
from  Stimpson  as  the  team's  . 
goal -kicker,  foe  latter  missing 
three  of  five  penalty  attempts. 


calmly  put  over  foe  vital 
conversion. 

England  A’S  third  win  of 
foe  season,  after  victories  over 
Fiance  A  and  West  Samoa, 
owed  much  to  the  competitive 
nature  of  their  forwards,  of 
whom  Diprose  again  eccefled. 
Corry,  too,  often  shone,  while 

-  Fowler  and  Archer  gave  die 
big  Australian  lineout 
jumpers  plenty  to  ponder. 

However,  there  Were  too 
many  mistakes.  Healey  broke 
dear  to  set  up  what  would 
have  been  a  certain  try  had 
King  stayed  outside  him  rath¬ 
er  than  moved  inside; 
Adebayo  dropped  Blyth’s  pass 
in  a  promising  position; 
Greenwood  knocked  on  with 
foe  line  looming;  Greenwood 
then  Anew  a  forward  pass  a 
few  yards,  short  —  and  so  it 
wait  anl  the  visitors,  with  11 
internationals  on  display,  feus 
remained  in  .  touch,  helped 
further  by  Burke'S  kiSring  and 
fine  allround  play. 

-  Greenwood  scored  foe 
opening  try  nine  minutes  after 
half-time  after  a  series  of 
forward  drives.  England  led 
17-9,  but  Burke's  last  two 
penalty  goals  and  a  try  by 
Manu  levelled  the  scores. 
Burke’S  conversion  seemed  to 
haye  made  it  safe  at  22-17.  but 
England’s  fast  gttarfc  was 
enough. 

SCOTERS: Enotantf  A:  Trior  OrsarMuod, 
EjMTi.  CnmwttW  Wng  Parwfty  aoete 
sAr^eon  ta.  KWO  to  fewSouhWSi« 
Try;  Manu.  Contortion:  Bute.  Penalty 
goateEufatf}: 

ENQLANQfcTJ 

P  HUB  (Bftstrt.  A  Btyfci  rttfwt  HoflepocJ),  W 
G^atnwooatfeifeqtaij.A/WfafagyoteiW: 


A  Nng  rmoatey  (Onrt); 

H  J  Hwfclck  (Cowrtry).  R  Coctartl 
(UfcaitM.  D  Gartqnh  (UfeoaterJ.  M  Cony 


R  W  (Seraoste,  A  i  BpRae  ©aracans} 
NEW  SOUTH  WALES:  M  Bute;  A  MurJoCfi. 
J»tedz.  B  Tombs.  D  Campeso:  S  Bowen,  S 
Rayn*  R  Harry,  MUM  Han*.  W 
PJsfriinB**5-  W  Wajgb,  S  Domoni.  □  Uanu. 
TGbutrv  Harry  replaced  ty  A  Bates  (En*i). 
nalwua.  0  Da*®  (Wafas}. 


FOOTBALL 
Ko-c?  7  30  jj-wm  sared 
fa  UM3R0  TROPHY:  Ftaa  round  replay: 
We£.'€  v  rte*U«II  f7SSi  FksJ  round, 
second  ropbyr  Hvrto  •  Manna  luaw 
bmice  Trren  t  SuJtxjy  latti  (7  45) 
Fins  round.  tf*tf  replay:  Hayes  v 

LEAGUE  CP  WALES  Cane*  «  Afjn  L<*> 
JEKVSOm  WESSEX  LEAGUE-'  First  (*- 
VCU3E  Tctari  c  3AT 

AVON  INSURANCE  COMBINATION.  Fast 
Omsen:  Sour-a rrpnon  .  Ojeens  Parti 
fta ncers  MarefiwacCt  Tonennam 
tvrpsur  »  Town  lee  Sr  Afcansi 
PONTOS  CENTRAL.  LEAGUE  RfSl  * 
w» or:  rwawttan  Fores:  *  (Ware  Alfr 
(7n«  St*»e  c-v  V  Ncm  Court# 
f7  0j  Tramerc  fbwofi:  *  Ewarton  l?  g, 
West  toon  v  Liverpool  (7  m. 

Stokxj  Organ-.  Brattra  C tf  BiacLpaol 
(TO, 

SCHOOLS  MATCHES:  FA  Premie# 
league  ;mfcM9  Trtafty:  HerefcWshrn  # 
Wcrsss enre  HeretaC  Usssb  Camo. 
70;  Na^uragnsnuo  v  Drrry^arp  (a 
Dawrtrv  Trim  7  ‘Si  Engbsn  Scnocfa 
Goodyear  unda-16  Troprty:  Exraim 
Ccfege  (Baer)  v  Ww  vefiev  jOctm#. 
2Cr  Si  Tftcrras  'Aore  iMidtjleseii  -> 
Wbm  2-ji.  VS  (Gre-^e# 

Mancne-et!  ,  cl  ffttres  JMeoeywJe 
1  30 1  Er£sh  saw*  FA  Vfcrao 


under-:  S  Trophy:  Second  round  Was 
Bildgford  (NortimjMnreiuto)  v 
MeadOMhes}  (Sou*  Toficsma.  230j 

RUGBY  UNION 
CM)  matches 

Abaravon  w  Brfrsh  Sloe)  (7  0}  ..  - 

Ayr v GteSQOfc HK  .. 

Batoughmur  v  Sfewan's  Mai  FP  (7 15] 
'ABgwwBhirevSewareyfftD  . 

RUGBY  LEAGUE 
S*  Cut  Challenge  Cup 

Fourth  round 

Brwfard  v  Batiey .  ? 

VJhrteh»en  v  Hafifa#  .  - . P 

OTHER  SPORT 

BASKETBALL:  Budwoi&r  Leagua- 
Lflopans  v  Mams  f?-30) 

BOWLS:  Yetton  Trophy:  Quartsr-Snate 
Cumtna  i  'forts  uncsn  v  CanpOqe 
Choslerton.  Sole  Bay  v  Towerianck: 
P«tel1s  Lock  v  Deanrough  fMsden- 
teadV  Ch&wg  Norton  v  Croydon; 
Efoam  v  AngeL  Easthouma  v  Fn* 
Riven;.  Orwdon  v  Ptymouitj  OvG 

Semce 

SNOOKER.  R vy*  Welsh  Odot 
(Nowport) 


Depth  Weather 

■fem J  COndfUons  Rung »  (5pm)  .Last 

L  U  Piste  Ofl/p  resort  “G  STOW 

AUSTRIA 

Seatoach  20  SO  far  crust  art  an  -2  27/1 

(Good  sJwig  possbie  an  open  nre;  harctfcy  aarty 
St  Anton  20  120  hart  varied  Icy  ■  sin  -11  S/1 

(Some  piste  becoming  rocky,  aw  machines  topping  up) 


FRANCE 

Plane 


SS  far  varied  ckssd 
(AH  upper  nns  offeong  good  3kong) 


sun  -7  27/1 


Switzerland 


20  140  far  crust  worn  sun  -5  23ft 

(Suns  becomng  ttsn  m  places;  resort  quiet) 

TO  50  Ur  varied  dosed  fine  -5  22ft ' 

[Good  sfTOw  above  Courchevel;  some  won  spots) 

S®??  hea^  **  trie  -2  2B/1 

fn$fes  90  generally  good;  odd  womfcy  patch) 


[ttlttahifai 


&  Moritz 
Wenger 
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(Erpyafae  slang  a#  to  to  found) 
ro  90  good  varied  good  sun  ..3.  :25ft  : 

(Good ptste  stongh  most  areas,  gusty  *toda  high  up) 

5  30  fair  crusty  dosed  sun  ^  7*f'  -i 

ctey  patches  on  opart  runs  gusty  winds  hQhtfj)  J- : ' 
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42  SPORT /RADIO 


To  take  up  sport  when  you 
have  been  given  only  six 
months  to  live  may  seem 
defiant,  it  may  appear  even 
more  improbable  if  you  are  70  years 
old,  401b  overweight,  a  lifelong 
smoker  and  under  wanting  from 
your  doctors  that  anything  as  strenu¬ 
ous  as  mowing  the  lawn  could  kID 
you  instantly.  But  Noel  Johnson  — 
given  months  to  live  because  of  a 
heart  condition  in  1970  —  ignored  the 
medical  orders  and  took  to  exercise. 

Ten  years  later,  _ 

having  run.  walked 
and  weight-lifted  his 
way  to  fitness,  he 

was  the  oldest  finish¬ 
er.  auhe  age  of  SO.  in 
the  New  York  Mara¬ 
thon.  He  has  set  age- 
group  records  at  the 
mile  and  the  half- 
mile  and  run  more 
than  20  marathons,  setting  world  age 
records  for  84-year-olds  (5hr  42min 
19sec)  and  88-year-olds  (7hr  40m in 
SSsec). 

He  became  a  legend,  featuring  as 
the  oldest  runner  in  marathons  and  a 
fitness  guru  famed  for  his  views  on 
nutrition  and  training.  Way  past  his 
eightieth  birthday,  he  would  run  nine 
miles  every  other  day  and  work  out 
on  a  stationary  bike.  On  the  days  that 
he  rested  from  running,  he  did 
weight  training.  Last  week,  the 


‘No  man  can 
take  away  my 
years,  so  I  don’t 
count  them’ 


medical  doom-mongers  at  last  caught 
up  with  him  —  he  died  in  San  Diego. 
But  he  was  96. 

There  was  atime  when  the  world  of 
sport  belonged  firmly  to  the  young, 
but.  increasingly  these  days,  the 
oldies  are  at  ft.  Much  of  the  impetus 
comes  from  the  United  Stales.  John¬ 
son  was  very  much  an  American  hero 
and  the  oldest  competitor  in  the 
London  Marathon  last  year,  Mavis 
Lmdgren,  who  ran  on  her  88th 
birthday,  came,  too,  from  California. 
_ _  In  an  age  that  be¬ 
lieves  in  equal  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  all.  it 
seems  that  millions 
of  Americans  believe 
that  they  were  bom 

with  the  right  to  life, 
liberty  and  the  pur¬ 
suit  of  a  place  in 
the  New  York  Mara¬ 
thon. 

But  the  veterans  don’t  stop  at  the 
marathon.  Two  years  ago  in  Boston, 
at  the  age  of  41,  Eamonn  Coghian 
became  the  first  human  over  40  to 
run  a  mile  in  less  than  four  minutes. 
Boxers  such  as  George  Foreman, 
Larry  Holmes  and  even  Joe  Bugner 
have  shown  that  age  is  no  bar  to 
making  big  money  in  sport  —  even  if 
you  are  in  your  mid-forties.  Closer  to 
home,  the  former  Olympic  javelin 
champion,  Tessa  Sanderson,  Ls  plan¬ 
ning  a  comeback  for  the  Atlanta 


games  at  the  age  of  40.  Judy  Oakes, 
Britain’s  best  woman  shot-putter,  is 
back  in  the  national  team  at  37  and,  of 
course.  Linford  Christie  is  sprinting 
as  well  as  ever  and  says  his  age  (he 
will  be  36  in  April)  is  irrelevant. 

Often  ageing  sportsmen  have  been 
considered  remarkable  not  as  ath¬ 
letes,  but  as  curiosities.  There  has 
always  been  the  occasional  venerable 
performer:  the  evergreen  Stanley 
Matthews  still  wahzmg  down  the 
wing  at  50:  Ken  Rosewall  reaching 
the  Wimbledon  men’s  final  as  an 
antique  of  40:  Willie  Canson  winning 
the  Derby  at  52:  Jean  Boratra  playing 
Wimbledon  at  the  age  of  66;  and 
W.  G.  Grace  captaining  England  at 
50.  Yet  there  are  so  many  these  days 
that  we  are  getting  used  to  it 

Sports  medicine  experts  have  tradi¬ 
tionally  taken  a  derided  ly  cool  view  of 


the  ageing  athlete  A  spooler,  .they.  - 
teD  us,  reaches  his  physical  peak  at 
about  2£  a  tennis  player  a  year  or  » 
later.  In  footbatL  die  peak  comes  at 
about  28;  in  cricket  and  golf  at  or  just 
after  30.  But  racreasingiy  athletes  are 
discovering  ways  to  get  the  most  out 
of  themselves.  Watch  -  die  Flora, 
London  Marathon  this  year  ami  you ; 
will  see  vast  numbers 'of  runners  in  „ 
their  fifties,  sixties  and  seventies.  .  ' 
Distance  runners.  like  these,  are  a 
group  who  can  face  middle  age  with 
equanimity.  The  " 

Ethiopian.  Miruts 
Yifter,  won  the  5JXX) 
and  10.000  metres  at 
the  Moscow  Olym¬ 
pics,  when  some  say 
his  age  was  36  and 
others  40  or  more. 

Yifter  "the  Shifter” 
was  balding,  tiny  at 
5ft  3in,  his  ageing 
forehead  corrugated  with  wrinkles. 
He  could  hardly  have  been  what  the  - 
founder  of  the  modem  Olympic?. 
Baron  de  Coubertin.  had  in  mind 
when  he  called  on  the  youth  of  the 
world  to  j^ther  every  four  years.  Tire 
story  goes  that  he  would  shrug  his 
bony  shoulders  when  asked  his  age 
and  reply:  "You  can  take  away  my 
chicken  or  ray  sheep  —  so  i  count 
them.  But  no  man  can  take  away  my 
years  — so  I  don't  count  the  years.1*  . 

What  sportsmen  like  YUter  or 


^Boxerssuch  as 
Foreman  have 
shown  that  age 
:  is  no  bar* 


Johnson  did  best  was  to  gjiye  ns/a 
glimpse  of  oiir. own  possibilities:  Just. | 
as  a  world  record  reassures  us  that 
the  trajectory  of  human  evolution  is 
stiU  moving  forward,  so  die  75^rar- 
oW  skipping  through  a  raarathon 
tells  us  that  we  can  still  ratss  a  run. 

V  Two  weeks  agb.,4  wrote  how  the 
.founder  of  winter  sports,  .Arnold 
Uinn,  was  still  siding  down  Mont 
Blanc  in  his  seventies:  His  gran3sm 
tells  me  it  iam  the  genesw  Last  month, 
Arnold's  son.  Peter;  competed  (as 
• '  •  •  ' .  he  does  every  year)  in 

the  Inferno  race  in 
Murren  at /• 15 
kilometres  ~lhe-  kmg^ 
est -downhill  sk' 
race  .  in:;  the  wc 
Piter  Lunn  was  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  -British 
Olympic  team  in  - the 

_  Winter -..Games.;  .of 

1936  and  his  dream 
is  to  be  back  competing  in  tbe  Inferno 
race  next-year  at  fire  age  of  82. ' 

.  Johnson  had  one  dream  that  he  did 
not  fulfil  —  that  was  to  rim  a 
marathon  at  the  age  of  100.  In  New 
York,  there  is  a  miflion-doUar  prize 
for  anyone  who  can  puQ  xhat  one  aft 
If  you  want  fo  start  training  for  it  you 
might  get  excited  by  Johnson's  best? 
selling  book.  Its  tide?  ATfudat  TO,  a 
Stud  at  80.  .  ■■■■;  : 

JOHNBjKYANt: 


England  arrangements  changed 

Security  fears  cast 
heavy  shadows 
over  World  Cup 


TH  E  decision  to  stage  cricket's 
World  Cup  across  the  broad 
and  unstable  canvas  of  the 
sub-continent  was  last  night 
looking  increasingly  ill-fated 
as  the  rising  death  toll  from  a 
bomb  blast  in  Colombo  com¬ 
bined  with  heightened  polit¬ 
ical  tension  between  Pakistan 
and  India,  a  long-running 
dispute  over  television  rights 
and  a  catalogue  of  eccentric 
organisation  to  leave  an  im¬ 
pression  of  a  sporting  event 
out  or  control  before  it  has 
even  begun. 

Such  political  turbulence  as 
caused  yesterday's  incident  in 
the  Sri  Lankan  capital,  last 
week's  rocket  attack  in  Kash¬ 
mir  or  the  recent  explosion  in 
a  shopping  centre  in  die 
Pakistani  city  of  Peshawar, 
where  England  must  play  two 
games,  are  self-evidently  be¬ 
yond  the  control  of  PQcom,  the 
organising  committee.  Yet  sec¬ 
urity  for  the  12  participating 
teams  and  their  entourages  is 
most  certainly  their  concern 
and  such  reassurances  as  are 
forthcoming  sound  increas¬ 
ingly  hollow. 

The  sixth  and  most  expan¬ 
sive  tournament  to  deride  the 
world  champions  of  limited- 
overs  cricket  is  due  to  have  its 
q  opening  ceremony  in  ten  days. 


Alan  Lee,  cricket  correspondent, 
says  the  run-up  to  the  game’s 
showpiece  event  is  a  bumpy  one 


The  England  party  leaves 
London  for  Lahore  on  Satur¬ 
day  and  the  team  will  play  die 
first  of  the  37  scheduled 
matches,  against  New  Zea¬ 
land  in  the  Indian  city  of 
Ahmedabad,  on  February  14. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  this 
embattled  event  will  go  ahead, 
for  it  would  involve  massive 
financial  losses,  quite  apart 
from  a  severe  loss  of  political 
face,  if  it  did  not  Its  smooth 
running,  however,  cannot  be 
confidently  predicted. 

David  Richards,  the  chief 
executive  of  the  International 
Cricket  CoundJ  (ICC)  but  Unde 
more  than  a  bystander  when  it 
comes  to  World  Cup  arrange¬ 
ments.  is  flying  to  Calcutta 
next  week  and  will  have  an 
early  meeting  with  the 
organising  committee. 

“We  will  have  a  chat  about 
security  arrangements."  he 
said  yesterday.  “Pilcom  is 
driving  the  event  and  they 
have  a  pragmatic  view  of  life 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  It  is 
obviously  a  volatile  environ- 


Good-bye 


Seiko  Kinetic®.  The  first  end  only quartz  watch, 
that  generates  its  own  energy  front  your  ’svery 
movement.  The  perpetual  accuracy,  of  quartz 
naturally,  without  a  battery.  Its  tiny  powerivouse  v 
converts  even  your  slightest  movement  Into 
electrical  Impulses.  Efcologfcaty  sound  and  uiffrnsaely 
reliable. -SeEko  Kinetic  Is  so  efficient  that  ydtt  only 
need  to  wear  it  for -one  day  to  ensure  encash  energy 
reserves  to  last  at  least  a  week.  Wear  it  continually 
arid  it  wBI  never,  fet  you  down.  It’s  built  to 

SwiiedayJwatcfaeswBbemadetfeWi^ 
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ment  and  some  unpleasant 
things  are  happening,  bid  I 
believe  the  committee  is  giving 
it  as  much  professional  atten¬ 
tion  as  is  needed.  No  one  can 
give  anyone  absolute 
guarantees.” 

England  accept  this  and 
have  taken  no  particular  sec¬ 
urity  measures.  Richard  Little, 
spokesman  for  the  Test  and 
County  Cricket  Board,  ex¬ 
plained  yesterday:  The  For¬ 
eign  Office  will  advise  us  of 
any  situation  that  affects  us.  It 
is  a  day-by-day  situation." 
Whether  Australia,  the  fa¬ 
vourites.  will  view  the  latest 
alarming  developments  so 
philosophically  is  open  to 
doubt 

Some  Australian  players, 
including  Shane  Wame,  are 
already  uncomfortable  after 
the  receipt  of  death  threats 
from  fanatics  outraged  by 
their  allegations  of  bribery 
against  the  former  Pakistan 
captain,  Salim  Malik.  They 
agreed  to  make  the  trip  only 
after  lengthy  consideration, 
but  by  harsh  irony,  they  are 
due  to  play  their  first  match, 
on  February  17.  in  Colombo. 

Further  criticisms  centre  on 
the  format  and  on  the  rorruous 
logistical  and  administrative 
planning.  Richards  yesterday 
sought  to  defuse  the  former 
complaint  which  ridicules  an 
itinerary  taking  three  weeks  to 
slim  down  12  teams  to  eight. 

“Not  only  do  the  group 
plarings  matter  in  that  the 
winners  of  one  group  then 
play  the  fourth  team  in 
another,  and  so  forth,  but  if 
knockout  matches  are  rained 
off.  the  higher-rated  team  will 
automatically  go  through."  he 
said. 

Richards  could  not  offer  any 
explanations  for  the  lack  of 
communication  and  foresight. 
England,  having  been  told  to 
switch  their  week  of  acclima¬ 
tisation  from  Delhi  to  Lahore 
—  and  their  flights  from 
British  Airways  to  PfA  —  have 
now  rebelled  against  a  further 
instruction  that  would  have 
committed  the  party  to  a  25- 
hour  outbound  trip.  Confir¬ 
mation  of  arrangements  was 
so  long  delayed  that  the  play¬ 
ers’  itineraries  were  still  being 
typed  at  Lord's  yesterday. 
“You  could  say  the  organisers 
are  giving  the  finishing  tape  a 
charge."  Richards  said,  drily. 

Television  coverage  in  India 
remains  unresolved  (“just  an 
internal  skirmish,”  according 
to  Richards)  and  the  decision 
to  stage  a  semi-final  in 
Chandigargh.  which  has  no 
scheduled  flights  and  no  inter¬ 
national  hotel  is  so  baffling 
that  virtually  no  British  tour 
operators  report  any  demand 

to  run  supporters’  trips. 

Richards,  very  reasonably, 
points  out  that  similar  fears 
abounded  in  I9S7.  when  the 
subcontinent  last  staged  the 
World  Cup,  The  cricket  had  a 
binding  effect  and  the  tourna¬ 
ment  ran  smoothly."  So  it  did. 
but  poUtical  agitation  in  key 
centres  was  nowhere  near  its 
present  level  and.  as  the  teams 
prepare  to  convene  in  Calcut¬ 
ta,  security  wfll  be  the  word  on 
aU  lips. 
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A  sterling  silver  trophy,  originally  crafted 
in  1882.  is  the  handsome  prize  for  the 
winners  of  the  World  Cup  final  in  Lahore 
on  March  17.  The  trophy  (with  craftsman. 
BUI  Warner,  above)  features  the  figure  of  a 
batsman  above  two  wickets  with  crossed 
bats  and  was  discovered  by  Indian  cricket 
officials  last  year  when  they  were  visiting 
jewellers  in  London  in  search  of  a  suitable 
prize.  Manufactured  by  Woodwardand  Co. 
and  subsequently  in  the  possession  of 
Garrard,  the  Crown  jewellers,  the  trophy  is 


28in  high  and  has  been  refurbished  at  a 
south  London  workshop.  Now  fitted,  with  a 
base  featuring  the  badges  of  the  competing 
nations,  it  was  flown  to  Calcutta  this  week 
for  the  tournament,  which  starts  on 
February  14.  Tfs  golhistory  and  class,  just 
what  we  heeded  to  give  the  world  champi¬ 
ons,”  Jagmohan  Dafnriya.  the  convenor  of 
the  joint  India-Pakistan-Sri  Lanka  organ¬ 
ising  committee  for  the  tournament,,  said. 
“It’s  suprising  nobody  thought  of.it  before:, 
this  trophy  was  made  especially  for  cricket" 


Zimbabwe 
sunk  by 
Fleming 

AN  INNINGS  of  70  from 
Stephen  Fleming,  the  New 
Zealand  left-hander,  guided 
his  team  toa  six-wicket  victory 
over  Zimba  bwe  in  the  serand 
one-day  cricket  international 
in  Wellington  yesterday. 

After  the  74- run  victory  in 
Auckland  on  Sunday,  New 
Zealand  hare  an  unassailable 
2-0  lead  in  the  three-match 
series.  The  final  match  is  in 
Napier  on  Saturday. 

Zimbabwe  opted  to  bat  first. 

bur  some  superb  bowling  and 
fielding  saw  them  restricted  to 
181  for  nine  in  their  50  overs. 
Gavin  Larsen  returned  figures 
of  one  for  14  from  ten  overs, 
making  him  the  sixth-most 
economical  New  Zealand 
bowler  in  a  one-day  interna¬ 
tional.  Dion  Nash  took  a 
career-best  three  for  30. 

New  Zealand  cruised  to 
victory  with  ten  overs  to  spare. 
Fleming*  seventh,  ww-day 
half-century  took  7S  bails. 

Scoreboard,  page  40 
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Arthur  M  flier's  play  Death  of  a  Salesman 
iar  materialistic  life  of  a  travelling 
i  despair  and  suidde. 


Answers  from  page  39 
WILLY  LOMAN 

W  Central  character  of  Arthur  Miner's  i 
(1949).  The  hard-driving 
salesman  drives  him  to  t 

EDWARD  ROCHESTER  . 

ft) The  moody,  saturnine  master  of  TborafieU  HaU  is  Charlotte 
Bronte’s  novel  Jane  Eyre  (1847).  His  servant  young  Jane  Eyre, 
foils  in  love  with  him  despite  his  strange  ways. 

FATHER  BROWN 

W  The  brflfoat  pricsfteam-detective  invented  by  G,  K, 
Chesterton  for  a  series  of  short  stories.  The  good  rather  is 
apparently  the  meekest  and  most  unassuming  of  men,  but  hie 
has  an  uncanny  comprehension  of  the  criminal  mind. 

CATHERINE  SLOPER 

W  Plain,  tong-suffering  heroine  of  Henry  James's  . novel 
Washington  Square  (18St).  Her  rich  and  tyrannical  father.  Dr 
Austen  Sloper.  prevents  her  from  manymg  her*  only  suitor. 
Morris  Townsend  (who  is  dearly  a  fortune  seeker)  and  she 
becomes  resigned  lo  a  loach  life  of  needlework.  Turned  into,  a 
successful  play,  and  filmed  (1949) 


Cause  edibre.  Radio  4, 9J0am. 

Jenni  Mills'S  forte  as  interviewer  fe  e  - - 

tte  fun  delails-rrf  experiences  that  have  ten  tfcemlranmaas 

good  reason,  ftggforei^l^tinp^chbdscho?  worts  Cateiu^  the  nee 
question  could  be  foe  doe  that  brings  down  the  ^unersTHri  dcfll  is 
heard  to  good  effect  this  morning.  Run  CaswdL  her  - husband 
Stephen  and  Shnon,  their  foyearold  son,  plunged  into  a  wrasse 
white  climbing  a  glacier  near.  Mont  Blanc.-  Stephen  (bed  from  hfe 
injuries.  Rir  36  hou rs,  Hvingand  dead  were entombed  in a  KIQft-dero 
cavern.  Mother  and  son  teD  their  story  <fispassrooatety,,thw  gnef 
held  in  check.  Mills  ' establishes  that,  although  mother  and -son 
survived,  the  price  tfiat  they  had  to  pay  was.a.  heavy  one. 

Kids  for  Sait.’ Radio  SWe.  K)J5pnL  “  _  J-  \ 

David  Prosser's  investigation  into  Thailand^  fkmrishing  child  sex 
industry  is  shocking.  Given  the  nature  of  thfe  trade  in-flesh.  how 
could  a  be  otherwise?  ir  is  wdktimed-  MPS  win  today;  ddjate 


SOLUTION  TO  WINNING  CHESS  MOVE  ‘ 
1.  Qa5*  Qxhfr  (there  is  nothing  better):  i  Qc7*  Kfifc  3.  Qe7  mate: 


WE  ARE  NCW  OFFERING  READERS  QF  THE  TIMES  FREE  DELIVERY  OF 
THE  ITEMS  LIFTED  BELOW  aT  STANDARD  RETAIL  PRICE  -  OFFER 
DCTENDEDTOINCLUDEEUROPE  — REST  OF  WORLD  ADD  £1  PER  ITEM  — 
STERLING  OR  US  $  CHEQUES  ONLY  -  (£1 .  SU5  L5C5- 
TIMES  COMPUTER  CROSSWORDS  by  David  Akfubead  -  disVeoes  cuntaineirra 
60  owswunfc  per  fate  ,/wjth  HELP  kvebV  (tor  IBM  PCs  and  Acorn  RISC  OS 
CArdiiinedaj  range.  NOW  ONLY  fWteach.  V^ 

*  —  Tie* TSimu  C-MMCise  3  to  b  —  Hie  Times  T^w  1.  Z  3  —  The Tbm  lubBce 

Edition  —  T 

CNwmfc’ 

MepWsu  _  _  _ 

-  120  Tiroes  Crt'mwnnfc!  E  W.<Wt 
THE  TIMES  MAPS  (fokfad):  JUST  M.W  EACH  -Hie  Wbrtd.  Wand.  British  Is  Its, 
Canada. 

Send  cheque*  »ilh  aider  pavaMe  10  Akotn  Lid,  SI  Manor  lane.  London.  SE13  SOW. 
Ddwny  up  tp  oghr  days  [UK).  Td:  0181-852  45ft  CMhnL  No  credit  tank. 


Young  as  eight-  Kidsjor  Sale  does  not  believe  that  these 
i,  even  if  approved,  will  get  to  the  rore  cif  the  problem.- What 


some  as 

is  needed,  it  says,  is  legislation  under  which  Bnnsh  nationals  who 
have  sex  with  minors  m.  Thailand  can  be  extradited  back  to. Great 
Britain  to  face  triaL  'pWer  'DanraHe 


FM  Steno.  AOOam  CSws  Women  6-30 
Chrfc  Evans  900  Simon- Mayo  12JJ0, 
Usa  fAraon.  Ind  at  1Z30-12ASpn 
Newsbaat  and  at  us  Tha  Net  LOO 
f**y  Carepbefl  A00  Msrh  Goodtor.  ind 
.  SJ30&A6  NewsbaaL  6-tfi  the  Net  7JB0 
EVatog'SesstodSwfrOmtheCockpBin 
Leeds  TDjOO  Mark  HadcOe  MhMgM 
Cldre  Sb^ess.  2nd  . 12.1S«b  The  Net . 


FM  Stereo.  0.00am  Sarati  Kennedy 
6.15  Pause  tor  -.ThougtB  7M  Wake  Up 
lo  Wogan  9.15  Pbus®  tor  Thought  530 
Kan  Bnjoa,  IncTal  1<L06  Pick  ot  B»  Hte 
1UD  Jimmy  YtxBig  ZJXJpm  Dettte 
Thrower  3J0  Ed  SMat  5JJ6  John 
Dunn  7-00  For  Better  ot  (or  Worse  (383) 
7JO  Devid  Alan  ft.00  Paul  Jones  IOlOQ 
Latino  Nuevo  (^6)  10J30Tt»'Jamesons 
izusam  Stm^  Madden,'  iid  et  tjo 
Pouss .tor  Thought  3JWA1bk  Lester  . 


RADiO  5  LIVE 


505am  Morning  Rgsorts .  MO  The. 
BraaMast  Programme,  kid  MS.  7J5 
Etadng  preview  &3S  The  Magaztne.ltid  - 
1036  fijonewa.  1130  Gut  Raadlbn  ■ 
IZjn  Midday  with  Mair,  M  1£Mpm: 

nsyeheck  1.15  JEntartaioment  Nevis. 
208  RuBcoe  on  Five.  Ind  at  3.15  Prime 
Ministar's  Question  Tune  245  Entertain-  - 
ment  News  440  John  Inwitis  Naflon- 
vridft  7j00  News  Bara.  735  Qttefs 
World  Cup:  1902.  Aiistra fla  v  South 
Africa  506  Women  on^ Top  Sdfe  Sport®-  - 
America  ULOBNaw  TaS  1 035KIdSfar ; 
Sale  See  Chafe*  tun  hfigM  Extra 
1135'After  Hous^jHNW  Up  MT.Mghl . 


talk  radio 


GLOOM*  Sadty  VftrrTjOGLShm  Sates 
.10.00  Jone8ian  tong..12JltLT6tf8xiy, 
Boyd  ZJX)ptn  Ama  Rsebum  AOO^Scotr 
Chisholm  7JOO  Seen  Bofaer  ADO  Mot 
Dee  10-00  James  WtieJe  IXNPOOOn . 
lanCdfcn  - 


WORLD  SERVICE 


AS.  times  In  GMT.  MOem  Neuaday 
530  ELvbpe'Tdclay'BJX}  NeWKfisv  030 
.Europe  Today  730  News: 735.  Short 
Story  —  Tosoa  730  Newofc  UK  BJJO. 
News  8.10  Wads  of  Fattv8.15  Cam- 
poser  dt  the  Worth  &4S  .Good  Boote 
9JD0  News  In  German  3.15  Sport  1030 
Newsdeak  1030  BBC  Encash  1(L4S 
Short  Story  —  loses  -moo  Newsdesk 
1130  Man,-  MacttrwMvd  Mode  12.00 
World  News  ISLOSpra  .Wbrtd  Butinas 
-  -12.15  Brtafe  Today 1230  Asatgrvnonr 
130  Newhaur  230  WoiU  Naus  235 
Outkxik  230.  MuWrecfc:  X-Press  330  f 
News  in  German  315  the  Learning 
Wbrtd 330 Network  UK  430  News  4.15 
The  WOrM  Today 430 News  bl  German  4\ 
530  Euope-Today 530  World  Biofeess 
Report. SA^Sport  630  NeAsdesk  630 
Mews  in  Gerihan -730 'News  731 
Outlook  726  Wbrds  ot  Patti  730  John 
.  Peat  830  Nrafu*  &00  World  News 
.835 World  Bustoses  Report  9.15  Brttain 
.  Today  930  Meritfian  l@3o  Newdesk 
1030  The  Wortt-Today  IMS  Sport 
1130  News  11.10  Taka' Five  11.15 
r  Network  UK  IIAB'HoEfeh'  UtMgM 
Newsdesk  l)230MB.Gntfie  Move  1245 
/attain  130  News  130  Ptess  Review 
US  SUrvMng  ttw  aoth  Certify  135 
-VGkfeel  COtjcwSa  230  Naweday  230 
J  Drama-  The  VacEntijns  of  Poppy  Cmm 
330  News  3.15  sport  330  Faith' 430 
NewBde* 430  Europe  Today  ' 


■j* 


:lassic  FM 


430ant  |brk  GrffBfo  630- McfcBaSay 
Henry  -  Itetty  1230  Susannah 
.  ..Storriris  SLOOpm  Concerto  330  Jamie 
CHck  630  Nevradgw  630  Sonata  730 
Travel  (tokfe  330-.CoRoart  1030  Mdi- 
-ad  Meppto;i30eHiMal  Cooper 


VIRGIN  RADIO 


630am '  Russ' -Tf  :  Jaho  .  030  Rfehad 
.  Skktmr  1230  -Grdrtnr  Dens  430pm 
Nicky  Home  .730  Pad  Coyre  1030 
Mark  Fdred2jOtK630aaFlobto  Banks 


0* 


RADIO  3 


630am  On  Air.  fnducflng  Bantpck 
symphony  No  1  Ttw  Omrian 
.-  Goddes3);Sfcafius  (The  9wan 
of  Tuoneia):  Brahms  (Ltebss- . 
lieder-VIfetear.  .Op  S2i  NOs  1&- 
.  10);  Chopin  f AndOTtfe'  . 
sfttanato  aha  Grand  •'  • 

:  Polonais^:  635  Barrios 


hmaninoV  (Plahb  -TjId  No 
-  1-inGinlnor).  . 

930  Morning  CoHacHon  with: 
Paul  GambabcM.  Schein 
Strife  No  20  to  E  minor):  . 
Pafaet  (Concert  Paraphrase 
Iron  Tchaikovsky's  Eugene 
);  Liadov  (BgNt. 
i-Folk  Dances):  Mozart ; 
1  Concerto  No  4  ip  D, 


iitin.MMcri  Encounters.  Arttsf  . 
of  the  Week:  PhffipFpwke, 
pianaBtiss  (The  Rout  Trot):  . 

■  Hook  ponceitoNosliW 
Verdi  (Laucfi  aSaVerglne); 

.  Chopii  (Plana  Concerto  No  1. 
in  E  minor);  Joseph  Marx  : 
(Hochsommemacht)  '• 

12.00  Compoeerot  the  Week.  -., 
Jenricak  Fanfares:  Mteiy 
Sinfomefla,-  Capriocio, 

.  Defence;  GfagoS&t.MBas;  - 


Hommage 
flha  WWC 


130pm  Cttvr  of  London  Skrfonfa 
under  ffichand  Hickox..  . 
Vaughan  WrSamri  (Fantasia  ' 

:  on  a  Theme  by  Thomas  . 
Tafia);  Jucflh  Wfef  (bfl  ralrant 
: .  .Stsfla):  Bidiard  Ftodney 
BeonsO  (Concerto  far  ■" 
bassoon  and  string  orchestra: 

.  Kim  WaBtar)  M ' 

230  Schooix.  Radio  Showcase 
2.06  to  the  Newa  235 
Something  to  Thhk  About. .  •' . 
-  230  Music  Workshop  -  - 
330  The  Road  to  Tofado.  The 
third  of 'tour  prograrenes 


charlfag  the  musical  Journey 
of  pbSp.the  Fair  from 
Brussels  to  Toiedb 
330  The  B8C  Orchrotias  BBC 
Scottish  Syn^honyOlchestra 
under  Aiesranber  Titov,  with 
■?--  SSgiun  EdirakJsdodir,  vioGri. 

.  Borodin  (Overture.  Prince 
■  Igor);  Sintius  (VtoSn  Concerto 
in  D.mfaoi);  Dvofrik  • 

•’  (SyriphcnyNoBtoE  minor. 
From  the  Now  World) 

5.00  The  Music  KacMw  In  Ne%'. 
Orleans  5.15  In  Tune  with  \  < 
t^cote  Heywood-Thomas 
7J30  BBCSftobhom Orchestra  t 
■:  -under  Jri  Betohfevek,  with 
.  -. . Igor' Arcfasev,. piano,  Bvefrom 
;  the  Festival  HaB,  London. 

Peter  Ebeti  (Prague  Nocturne, 
sDwHk 
.8.10  Doctor 
by  Jan  Neruda.  Read 
ban  Moore  830 
(Piano  Concerto  No 
'  4,  Incartafion):  Jarefoak 
.  (Toas  Bute) 

935  Crrttural  Baggage:  Virus 
9l55  Dnrttt  Hororny,  harpaichard, 

. .  1  t3ufa  Couperin  ed  i 

“  -  >  No5lnC); 


•••■.  and  Caprice  No  12  to  t . 

Louis  Marchand(Sute  No  1 
-v  ..inDmtocH) 

1035  Night  Waves,  todudes  - 
revfaWs  of  the  Pam  Gems's 
•  ptey  StenteK  based  on  the  He 
of  Starriev  Spencer 
113fM230am  UfatorOrchestra 
• :  under  Lionel  Friend,  with 
Gerard  McCtvystai, 

’  ‘  sawophone.  Statoen  Gardner 

MtchaB^yman  (Where’  the 
Bea  Dances):  Stravinsky 
“  ‘  idebatet)  •  • 

1  NfahtScbooL  To 
es  130 


Stories  130  Music  lor 


RADIO 


toe!" 


5J55emt 

onWJ 

weather  6.10 1 

.  635  Prayar  lor  the  Day630 
Today,  ind  630, 730.  730.  .1 
aoo.  830  News  635.-735 
Weather  735, 835  Sport 
.735  Thought  for  toe  Day 
830  Yesterday  to  Rartanert 

8^8  Weather . 

930  News  935 Face  the  Facts, 
with  John  Waite  (r]  .  . 

930  Cause  cAUrv.  See  Choice  ■ 
1030-1030  ftom;  Ftort  Men  fa  ' 
the  Moon  (HI  orfy).  The 
third  at  a  four-part  adaptation 


■  V 


•f.G.  Wells.  Wtth'Jamas 
Boiam.  Donald  Sinden  and 
Gary  Olsen 
1030  DaBy  Service  (LW  antf 
10.15  TWs  Soeptr'd  fata  (LW  c 
1030  Woman's  Hour.  l 

by  Jenni  Murray.  Serial: 
Mother  ot  Peart  by  Mary 
MoniMW  111/12) 

1130  Prom  Our  Own  -  ■ 


1230  Naurs;  You  and  Youre 
1245pm  ToBokfiyGo.  Kerin  Day 
.  chairs  the  Third  odour  sci-fi 
ciutetes  1235  Wbather  _ 
130  The  World  at  One.  w«h  Nick 
Clarke 

lAOThe  Aictwws  1.53  " 


2.0Q  News;  Letters  to  Mam  by 
Wham  IncyHm,  bacedonthe 
true  KtoryoJ  a  young  Welsh 
lad  acafeed  of  murdering  3 
weaJBiy  arfstodraL  VWh 
Barbara  Hicks  and  Hywel 
Morgan  to  . 

330  Newa;  The  Attamoon  ShfR, 
with  Dake  Brehan 
430  News  435  Kaleidoscope  . 
reviews  Simon  CffloWs 
^sslon  of  Las  Entente  db 
Paradis 


4M  Short  Story:  Mateor  by 
.  Stephen  Amidon.  Read  by 
Stephen  Moore  (r)  ^  .. 
5.00PM  530  Shipping  Forecast  , 
635  Weather 

6.00  Six  O'clock  News 
630 The  Airport.  Comody  aeries  -. 
.  with  Roger  Griffiths  and 
LJeweUa  Gideon  (4/4> 

730  News  735  The  Archers 
730  ray  the  Peacekeepers.  "Ir 
Simon  IXna  reports  on  the 
five  wedcs  he  spent  with 
British  sakfiere  afang  the 
battlefoes  of  Bosnia 
830  Analyate:  Power  to  toe 

Judges,  In  Ihe  first  ota  new  r. 

.  serias,  Ngare  Woods  kxsks  at  ... 

.  (he  struggle  between  British 
-  and  European  Judges  and  the  ^ 
Government 

835  Aesthete's  Foot  The 

Scottish  humorist  John 

McKay  reminisces  about  his 

~  adolescence  WJ) 

930  Does  He  Tm  Sugar?  vrtth 
Judy  Graham 

930  KaMdoecope  (r)  930 
Wtother 

1 030  The  World  Torright 
1045  Book  at  BerfiknK  Love  In 
the  Time  ot  Choiura,  by 
Gabriel  Gardd  M&quez.  ‘ ' 
Ftead  by  Robert  Pbwefl 

W5I 

1130  Thirty  Mlnide  Thaobw:  Burr 
Your  Phone  by  Andrew 
Wallace.' WBh  Alan  CUmmtog 
.  and  Jonathan  Keebfa  (r) 
1130-1230  Postcard  from 
•,  Gotham  (FM only)  fo  : 

1130  Today  In  Paribunent  \ 

1230  News,  tod  12_27am' 

1230  The  Late  Book:  The 
Drowned  World,  by 

J.G:  Baltard.  Read  by 
Nicholas  Farrafl  p/10) 

12.48  Shtooina  Forecast  1.00  As 
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TELEVISION  43 


il  a  child 


-  srshe  walks  on  stage  at  the 
k  Southern  Charm  Pageant 
v  -  -Asia  will  be  wearing  roas- 
j  “ra*  upsnck.  rouge  and -an  outfit 
'  which  has  eost$i,ooo  to  make.  For 

!^-^re^arsinS  her  song  in 
a\home.  thrusting  out 
her  JeftJup  durmg  the  second  of 
thesehnes  from  the  old  Brenda  Lee 
lut.  Sweet  Nuthitts: 

“Sinin-  in  peace  toyin'  to  read  mv 
book.  My  baby,  gives  me  that 
speaaj  look.'* 

Jri  certain  circumstances  the 
would  Ik  of  passing  interest 
and  perhaps  risible;  In  the  circum¬ 
stances  we  consider  today  a  more 
sotous  reaction  is  required,  for 
Asia  is  five  years  old.  So  is  her 
mam  rival,  Brooke,  another 
Monde. 

Their  parents,  and  especially 
their  moth  ere,  are  no  doubt,  good 
Southern  folk.  At  no  ■  point  in 
Under  the  Sum  Painted  Babies 
(BBC2)  last  night  did  either  mother 
show  so.much  as  a  qualm  about 


placing  their  child'  in  a:,  meat 
market,  about  encouraging  the 
perception  that  to  be  some  land  of 
child-woman,  judged  entirely  on 
superficial  appearance,  is  a  good 
thing.- 

.  was  qune.themost  shock- 
"  m8  tension  programme.!  have 
seen  in  some  time.'  It  was  all  the 
better,  if  the  word  can  apply,  for 
being  transmitted  with  a  flat 
narration  which  contained  no 
conunent  Parents1  on  the  beauty, 
pageant  circuit,  a  peculiarly  South¬ 
ern  white  phenomenon,  were  left 
condemned  ,  by  their  actions.  .  . 

The  prizes  are.  big:  cars,  holi¬ 
days,  tbousands  of  dollars  in  cash. 
Contestants  as  young  as  three 
months  are  crooned  at  by  the 
pageant,  host  Tbe  Southern 
Charm  Pageant,,  biggest  in  the 
South,  lasts  Tor  three- days  and 
includes  sections  ah  beauty,  per¬ 
sonality  and  singing. 

Asia.  from  Baton  Rouge,  Louisi¬ 
ana.  won  her  first  contest  when  sbe 


was  nine  months  old  after  which, 
her  father  said,,  “we  really  got 
addicted".  By  “we"  he  presumably 
means  himself  and  his  wife,  for  the 
prospect  of  a  nine-month-old  child 
becoming addicted  to  beauty  con¬ 
tests  is  not, a  likely  one; 

.  Asia  soon:  got  the  idea,  as  she 
announced  to  the  camera  from  her 
front  parch:  "I  Eke  to  go  where  the 
cars  are  ’cos  my  grandma  really 
wants  a  car  and  we  want  money, 
money,  money."  Asia’s  parents,  of 
course,  already  have  a  car.  a  sort  of 
mobile  rehearsal  room:  ‘it’s  a  lot 
of  fun."  her  mother  said.  “We  stay 
in  the  car  most  of  the  day." 

Brooke,  too,  is  a  sophisticate 
when  it  comes  to  car  travel: 
every  two  weeks  she  and 
her  mother  make  a  400-mile  round 
trip  to  Nashville  to  visit  Brooke'S 
voice  coach,  who  says  she  has 
come  on  a  treat  Her  pitch  is  near 
perfect 

One  can  only  guess  asTo  what 


Peter 

Barnard 


condition  her  sense  of  proportion 
is  in.  Her  teeth,  though,  are  also 
perfect  For  contests,  a  plate  is  in- 
.  serted  where  milk  teeth  have  left  a 
gap  by.  inconsiderately  falling  out 
but  even  this  is  not  much  use  when 
second  teeth  start  to  push  through. 
Her  mother  sighed:  “Mother  Na¬ 
ture  has  kicked  in.  there's  nothing 
we  can  do  about  it" 

At  the  md  of  the  pageant  which 
Brooke  wan.  with  Asia  third,  the 


former’s  mother  was  ecstatic  while 
the  latter’s  was  bitter  and  resentful 
of  the  judges.  Brooke’s  mother 
said:  “I  was  pleased. !  thought  she 
looked  like  a‘  Barbie  doll." 

Tin's  announcement,  made  with 
pride  and  not  a  trace  of  irony,  was 
capped  by  Asia's  mother  “l  don’t 
think  it’s  right  what  they  do  to 
innocent  children."  She  said  it  but 
I  donl  think  “they"  are  die 
problem. 

TheJdnd  of  society  that  produces 
child  beaut}-  contests  would  make 
an  interesting  study  for  Francis 
Fukuyama,  whose  The  End  of  His¬ 
tory  was  at  once  a  bestseller  and 
the  centre  of  intense  critical  debate. 
Most  of  his  detractors  took  the  title 
loo  literally,  for  by  “the  end  of 
history"  Fukuyama  meant  that  the 
collapse  of  the  Eastern  bloc  had 
ended  the  battle  between  capital¬ 
ism  and  communism  in  favour  of 
the  former.  But  try  expressing  that 
in  a  title  aimed  at  the  bestseller 
lists. 


Fukuyama  was  interviewed  by 
Andrew'  Marr  in  The  Big  Idea 
(BBC2),  an  interesting  but  at  times 
listless  conversation  mainly  fo¬ 
cused  on  Trust.  Fukuyama's  new 
book  analysing  what  he  calls  “high 
trust"  and  "low  trust"  societies.  By 
his  definition,  trust  is  the  extent  to 
which  societies  have  strong  institu¬ 
tions  — government,  church,  social 
structures  —  which  produce  free¬ 
dom  within  stability:  thus  he 
defines  Germany  as  high  trust  and 
southern  Italy  as  low  rrust. 

What  about  Britain?  "A 
hard  country  to  categor¬ 
ise."  Why?  Because 
whereas  Britain  has  the  structures 
and  the  stability  it  has  retained  the 
class  system,  which  tends  to  organ¬ 
ise  society  in  a  horizontal  way. 

If  Hetty  Wainthropp  Investi¬ 
gates  (BBC1)  is  to  generate  a 
second  series  it  can  only  be  on  the 
popularity  of  Patricia  Routledge. 
rather  than  any  dramatic  quality. 


The  stories  are  watch  able  and  the 
first  in  the  series  promised  a 
pleasant  if  undemanding  50  min¬ 
utes  in  the  middle  of  the  evening. 

Since  then,  not  much.  Last 
night’s  penultimate  episode  about 
the  search  for  a  missing  young 
man  with  a  mental  disorder  never 
taught  fire.  I  do  not  share  the  view 
that  a  60-year-old  woman  sudden¬ 
ly  turning  deiecrive  lacks  for 
credibility:  on  that  basis  Miss 
Marple  would  be  a  non-runner. 
But  success  calls,  in  some  mea¬ 
sure.  for  the  expansion  of  charac¬ 
ters  and  none  in  Wainthropp  has 
expanded  by  a  millimetre. 

Too  much  hangs  on  Routledge 
and  too  much  of  her  part  hangs  on 
quirky  aphorisms  and  die  kind  of 
ooh-eck  northemness  whose  shelf- 
life  expired  years  ago.  One  of  the 
mysteries  of  television  is  the  patch¬ 
iness  of  BBC  evening  drama:  Mon¬ 
day's  Our  Friends  in  the  North 
and  Wednesday’s  Wainthropp  are 
from  different  planets. 
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B.OOam  Business  Breakfast  (13710) 

7.00  BBC  Breakfast  News  (91055994) 
9.10KHroy  Topiral'discwssion (a)  (9726536) 
11X00  News  (Gee fax),  regional  news  said 
■weather  (3404642)  10.05  Can’t  Cook, 
Won’t  Cook  (57B7401) 

1030  Good  Morning  Including  at  11  joo  Nows 

(Ceefax)  (10997) 

12-00  {Ceefax)  and  weather  (88485979) 

.  .  12-05pm  Pebble  Mill  (s)  (7131820) 

•P  12S0  Regional  Nows'  (146842D)  - 

1 JOO  One  O'clock  Nows  (Ceelax)  (54468} 

Pi  JO  Neighbours  (Ceefax)  (s)  (5183979)  1 JO 
The  Flying  Doctors  (Ceefax}  (s) 
(8569159)  2-35  This  ts  Your  Life 
(Ceefax)  (s)  (3912468)  .  .. 

345  Timekeepers  (9916333)  130  Yogi 
Bear  (i)  (361 8062).  035  .Tbe  Morph 
Hies  (1696159)  3.45  Dtnobables  (s) 
<7160333)  A10  Highlander  (Ceefax) 

■  (6175623)  4.35.The  ReaDy  WDd  Show.- 
(Ceefax)  (6266820)  ■  5.0Q .  Newsround 
.  (Ceefax)  (2140523) -5.10  Grange  Hitt 
(Ceelax)  (s)  (1987062)  ; 

635  Neighbours  (r).  (Ceefax)  (sj  (494536). 

.  NJj  5JJ5  Inside  Ulster  •  *■’.  •; 

6A0  SbrO’Ctocfc  News  (Ceefax)  and  weather 
.  -v.:: 

&30  Regional  News  Magazines  (30)  N.U 
*30  Neighbours  (i)  (Ceefax)  (S) :  - 
7.00  Top  of  the  Pops  (Ceefax)  (s)  (5420) 

7J30  EastEnders.  David  forces  Ricky  to  make 
a  dramatic  deciskxi(Ceefax)  (s)  (2) 

8.00  The  .Vet  A  Fresh  Start  -Mystery- 
surrounds  -Diana  Lambton's  kennel 
'  manager  as  Chris  and  Jennifer  make  a 
concerted  effort  to  save  her  stud 
woflhound(Ceetax)  (s)  (720081)  . 

aso Animal  Hospital  Heroes..  Hfghfights 
from  past  visits  to  the  Harmswortti 
Hospital  in  London  (Ceefexjfe)  (851333) 
ELOOIRne  O’clock  News  (Ceefax):  Regfbhal 
-■ News  and  weather  (6642) . 

9^)0  French  aod  Sanndws.  -  Comedy  - 
sketches,  On  spoofs ,  and  songs -Irom 
Dawn  French.  anil,  Jennifer  Saunders.. 
*"  Includes-a take-cfl  erf  Quentin  Tarantino's  . 
Pulp  Fiction  (CeeiEK)  (s)  (20791).'  •  . 
10.00  ggfaaa  Inside  Story:  Chatty .  Feel 
Bra™  Again  (080739)..-  . 

N.U  10J»  Spoaighr  (l4642}  (and  WALES) 
1030  Inside  Story '..(979951)  .1130 
*4  Question  Time  •  (350333)  .1220am 
W  -  Hunger  for- Faith  (147&163)  12AQ- 
-  220am  FILM:  Moon  over  Parador- 

*  (784531)  WALES:.  1000  The  Bfefe 

(14642)  ••  - 

1050 Question  Time.  On  the  panel  tonight  are 
MRs  Chris  Smith.  Alan  Duncan  and 
Emma  Nicholson  and  Ruttr  Lea,  head  of 
'  ppficy  unit  at  the  Institute  of  Directors. 

'  (CeefexJ  (763623) 

11 .50  Hunger  for  Path.  Rana  Kabbani 

presents  the  second  of  a  four-part  series 
to  mark  Ramadan'  (s)  (524791)  ' 

12.10  HLU:  A  fBghlfngalo  Sang  biBertaley 
Square  (1979)  starring  David  Niven, 
Richard  Jordan  and  Gloria  Grahams; 
Comedy  thriller  about  a  London  gangster 
persuading  former  convict  Pinky.  Green  to 
take  part  in  a  daring  bark  robbery. 
Directed  by  Ralph  Thomas  (839395) 
2O0>2£5am  Weather  (7193734) 


VWwPte+ rod  ira  VWeoPhs^odw 

Ths  water*  men  to MCh TV pnogrwfiw  Ktmsi*»}«ao 
PvCooem  nrrtxo.  d«i.ro»fli 
vdeo  uendor  nEUAf  a 
VkMnt&r  OTbaw«l»ein>t«lvaaos.  Taprt^VBpo 

PtoCode  to.  mejOTgramme ytxi  wfcA 

itemibtraa  videcPtji  on  0839 121204  (eefc  ran  japron... 

dnp  rate.  4Hpmwi  a  oBwl muct) 

drome>Ud  5iw*vHcww  WanMonWaH LgKtoiSWli 

m  trwtancdo  O'  Gbhwi*  Utnl 


: .  eJMtani  Business  and  Work  (1 1352) 

7J)0  Braakfest  News.  (Ceefex)-  (1382772)  . 
7.15  Lassie  (r>  (3371028)  7AO  . Teenage 
Mutant  Hero  Turtles  (r)  (9634772)  8.05 
.  Blue  Peter  (r).  (Ccfelax)  (s)  (1889933) 
8L35  The  Record  (s)  (9993884) .  ] 

.  9.00  For  the  Love.of  h  AU.'A  proffle»f  Hwgti- 
Luptcm;  a  storyteHer  fr)  (4792197) 

9J>5  Daytime  off  Two.  '  Educational 
;  1  programmes. -Pius,  ior.chiidren,10.o6- 
'  1,0.25  PteydayS-15786772) 

2J00  Tales  of  the  Tooth  Fairies  (r)  (8526791) 

■  PuRjydog  Talos  (r)  (8525062)  ' 

2.10 The  Andrew  Nell  Show..  Viewers 
question  the  neuemdfars  (si  (9401284)  '• 
_3j00  News  .  fCeefe^O  -  -  and-  weather,  - 
:j--  ~  Wesbrtnster  with  Nfck  Rqiss  (4031081). 
3JSS'  Howe  (Ceefax)  and  weather 
‘  (1217807)^:f  -• 

f-i  4l00  Today's  the  thsy.  .tfetory  qutz  (s)  (1). 
:A£Q  Ready,  Steady,  Cook  with  Fem  Britton' 

is)  ••  ,/  -  . 

..5J»fhe  Oprah  Winfrey -Show.  (Ceelax)  (s) 

:•  (7734894). 

;  'SAP  ■BHH»  Carrier's  Ceribbean: 
v  Jamaica.  The  writer  and 

•  restaurateur  Robert  Carriertrayels  arcuhd 
>  the .  Caribbean  :  preparing : distinctive 
'  '•  ‘  dishes  cA  the  cSffererit  islands  (916333) 

SLOD  Ster  Trek:  Deep  Space  Mne.  Science- 
fiction' adventures.  (Ceelax)  (s)  (852913) 
BL451hey  Who  Dare.  An  attempt  on  the 
'world  paragliding  distance  record  (s) 

■-  ••(42213(^■  . 

7.00  Waltiffg  for  God  (i).  (Ceefa^  (s)  (3062) 

'  7.30  First  Sight  London  Heeds  You. 
Londoners  say  what  they  would  do  if  they 
■were  in  charge  (4).  NORTHERN 
-i‘  IRBAND:  7J0  Now  You're  Talking'7.55 
•  ;  Our  Raying  Reporter.  WALES:  7 JO 
Dacfr^Army;  EAST:  7J30  Matter  of  Fact 
■ '  „•  1  MIDLANDS:.  7^0  Mkfiands  Repat 

•  NORTH,  NORTH  £AST,  NORTH. 
WEST:  7J0  Close  Up  Ntarth!  SOOTH: 
7i30^  Southern .  Eye;  SOOTH  WEgT^i 
WESTrTJOCtoseUp  — -i-ra* 


and  faH  of  Terry  Maher  (8.00pm) 


8.00 


My  Brilllanr  Career  Terry 
Maher  —  A  Tale  of  the. 
.  Unexpected.  (Ceetax).{s)  (271 Q 
8^0  Jeremy  Clarkson's . .  Hotonworfd. 
Jeremy  Clarkson  viste  Texas.  (Ceefax) 
ts)  (8517)  ; 

9.00  Traces  of  Guilt:  White  Collar,  White 
Coat  How  forensic  science  is  used  in 
the  fl^it  against  drime.  ■  (Ceefax)  (s) 
i  (929371)  ' 

9^0  Potted  Histories.  Tbe  Swiss  Cheese 
•  .  ' .  PlatiL  (Ceefax)  (s)  (545081 )  ;  .  ,  .L. 

10.00  Game  On  [tf.  (Ceelax)  (s)  (12284)  • 
10:30  NewsnlghL  (Ceefex)  (568265) 

■11.1 5  Late  Review  introduced  by  Mark  Lawson 
(432536)  11 J55  Weather  (348468) 
12jOOThe  Ifldnlght  Hour  (s)  (90734J' 
i2J30am-6JM>The  Learning  Zone  ' 


My  Brilliant  Career:  Terry  Maher  —  A 
Tale  of  tbe  Unapecfed  • 

8BC2,  S.OOpm 

A  former  pupil  of  Terry  Maher's  school  in 
working-class  Manchester  reckons  one 
,  quarter  of  the  boys  have  achieved  something, 
half  are  unemployed  and  the  rest  in  prison. 
-Maher  was  definitely  an  achiever.  He  was 
4he  rough-edged  accountant  who  came  south 
lb  London,  took  on  the  book  trade  and  shook 
it -to  the  roots.  He  bought  Dillons  from 
London  University  and  turned  it  into 
Britain's  most  profitable  bookshop.  From 
this  base  he  set  out  to  smash  the  Net  Book 
Agreement,  which  had  prevented  price 
romped  don.  What  did  for  Maher  was  not  an 
irate  book  trade  bur  the  recession.  He  went 
on  expanding,  the  debts  piled  up  and  the 
banks  closed  in.  Maher  reflects  on  his  rise 
and  fall  with  measured  detachment  and  you 
feel  he  wilj  be  bade.  -  ■ 

Seasiders 
'Channel  4. 9.00pm 

Debt  Mills  from  Nottingham  works  in 
bridal  wear  but  not,  she  hopes,  for  much 
longer.  Hair  in  curlers,  and  carrying  a  mop, 
she  auditions  for  the  Haven  holiday  camp 
chain.  Her  number  is  the  appropriately- 
titled  hit  from  Queen.  /  Want  to  Break  Free. 
If  her  potential  employers  like  her  act  and 
can  overlook  her  smutty  additions  to 
Queen’s  lyrics,  the  job  of  Havenmale  could 
be  hers  for  the  holiday  season.  This  is  the 
first  of  a  six-part  excursion  into  Hi-De-Hi! 
country,  updated  from  the  1950s  to  the  1990s. 
Oruhe ear fy .evidence  little  has  changed.  But 
it  is  difficult  to  remember  a  scene  in  the 
David  Croft-Jimmy  Perry  sit-com 
comparable  to  the  one  in  which  the  new 
Havenmates  are  warned  abom  sexual 
liaisons.  ''Four  pregnancies  last  year." 
observes  the  entertainments  officer. .'.“sb 
someone’s  not  listening,  are  they?” 


Annie's  Bar 
Channel 4, 930pm 

Since*  for  the  sake  of  topicality,  this  political 
:£-5QajX&pes$;  is  , bring  recorded  close  to- 
.transrpissimi  its  quality  can  only  be  guessed 
’arm'advahce.  The  concept  looks  promising, 
to  eavesdrop  on  the  off-duty  fives  of 
backbench  MPs  as  they  congregate  at  a 
favourite  drinking  spoL  Although  this  is 
fiction,  you  can  expect  echoes  of  what  real 
MPs  do,  and  sleaze  is  not  excluded.  The  wefi- 
kqpwri  faces  in  the  cast,  including  Jonathan 
Coy,  Gamon  Boland  and  Gavin  Richards, 
.are  distributed  equally  among  the  main 
'  parties,  but  if  political  balance  is  maintained, 
reverence  towards  the  elected  is  not.  The 
opening  plot  has  a  Conservative  (Dominic 
Taylor)  winning  a  by-electior.  something 
that -rarely  happens  in  real  life  these  days, 
and  teaming  the  political  facts  of  life  from 
the  parry  Whip  (Larry  Lamb). 

Inside  Story:  On  My  Feet  Again 
BBCl.iOOOpm 

Julie  Hill  made  the  news  recently  as  the  first 
‘  recipient  of  an  electronic  implant  designed  to 
give  her  raobUily  again  after  she  broke  her 
;•  spine  in  a  road  accident.  The  cameras  follow 
HfiL  a  34-year-oW  mother  of  two,  as  she 
prepares  to  be  a  guinea  pig  in  a  pioneering 
operation.  If  H  works  she  could  be  standing 
up  and  even  taking  steps.  But  Hill's  own 
cheerfulness,  and  an  extraordinarily  jocular 
medical  team,  cannot  disguise  the  gravity  of 
the  experiment.  There  is  tension  all  round 
when*  after  months  of  frustratingiy  slow 
progress,  the  implant  is  switched  on  for  the 
first  rinie.  To  the  medical  story  is  added  the 
human  one.  The  strain  on  the  family  is  clear. 
Hill  and  her  husband  are  relieved  that  the 
ordeal  has  strengthened  their  marriage 
when  it  could  so  easily  have  driven  them 
apart  Peter  Waymark 


8.00am  GMTV  (2726536) 

9.25  Win,  Lose  or  Draw  is)  (3407333) 

9.55  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (5703449) 

1 0.00  The  Tints ...  the  Race  (s)  il 954468) 
10.35  This  Morning  (9340913) 

12£0pm  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (7143420) 

12.30  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  ,'1041284) 
12J55  Shortfend  Street  (s)  (6963420) 

1420  Coronation  Street  (r)  (Teletext  i 
(2542371) 

1.50  Home  and  Away  (Teletext)  (s)  (9494420) 
2-20  Chain  Letters(Tefetext)  (s)  (2382807) 

2.50  Vanessa  fTelelext)  (s)  (3996420) 

320  News  (2233739) 

325  Regional  News  (Teletext}  (2225710) 
320  The  Rfdcflers  (1615284)  3>H)  Wizadora 
(r)  (s)  (3623994)  320  Rupert  (71 76994) 
-  420  Mike -and  Angelo  (s)  (6166975) 
445  Reboot  II  (Teletext)  (s)  (2561212) 
5.10  A  Country  Practice  (s)  (36571 7e) 

5-40  News  and  weather  (Teletext)  (910159) 
6.00  Home  and  Away.  Angel  feels  she  is 
losing  her  son  (r)  (Teletext)  (s)  (4B3081) 
625  HTVNews  (Teletext)  (641994) 

7.00  Emmerdale.  Scott  is  on  the  run  and  Chris 
finally  oversteps  the  mark  with  Rachel 
(Teletext)  (s)  (7888) 

7.30  Survival;  Under  the  Moon.  Observing 
the  responses  oi  four  marine  animals  to 
the  full  moon  (Teletext)  (s)  (10) 

8.00 The  Bilk  Sounds  of  Decency.  Slater 
and  Garfield  struggle  to  keep  the  peace 
when  love  rivals  light  (Teletext)  (6536) 


Paramedics  at  the  ready  (820pm) 

820  Blues  and  Twos:  East-Am  123.  The 
Arcfayne  ambulance  crew  try  to  save  a 
pensioner  who  has  collapsed  during  the 
Orange  Day  Parade  in  Belfast  (Teletext) 
(S)  (8371) 

9.00  Thief  Takers:  Company  of  Strangers 

With  the  aid  of  an  informant,  Oxford 
doses  m  on  a  gang  alarmed  robbers,  but 
it  is  Tate  who  finds  himself  in  more  danger 
(Teletext)  (9081) 

10.00  News  at  Ten  and  weather  (Teletext) 
(31410) 

1020  Regional  News  (Teletext)  (776807) 
1040  FILM:  Prophet  of  Evil  (1993)  starring 
Brian  Dennehy  The  based- on- (act  story 
about  a  religious  fanatic  who  believes  he 
is  a  prophet  with  a  warrant  from  God  to  kill 
anyone  who.  gels  in  the  way  of  his 
campaign  for  power  and  wealth  Directed 
byJudTaytor(s)  (8635159) 

1220  Not  Fade  Away  (s)  (21376J 
120  Shift  (10531) 

220  The  Crime  Hour  (r)(1 7918} 

320  Jethro  Tull:  This  is  the  First  20  Years 
fr)  (12463) 

420  The  Time  ...the  Place  If)  (s)  (25005) 
5.00  The  New  Mr  &  Mrs  Show  (r)  (6666B) 
520  Homing  News  (952B9) 


As  HTV  WEST  except 
625pm-7.00  Wales  Tonight  (641994) 
720-8.00  Swansea  Festival  (10) 


WESTCOUNTTiY 


As  HTV  West  except 
1225  Chain  Letters  (3534333) 

125  Emmerdale  (64933807) 

125-225  Home  and  Away  (97212848) 
225  Vanessa  (57190449) 

225-320  A  Country  Practice  (2477866) 
5.10-540  Home  and  Away  (8657178) 
6.00-7.00  Westcountry  Live  (43642) 


CENIBAL  \ 


As  HTV  West  except 

12.55  Home  and  Away  (3534333) 

125  Chain  Letters  (84933607) 

1.55  A  Country  Practice  (346921 78) 

220  Vanessa  (57191178) 

220220  High  Road  (3996420) 

5.10-5.40  Shortfend  Street  (8657178) 
625-7.00  Central  News  (641994) 

10.40  Film:  Kojalc  Ariana  (42771 197) 
1220am  Live  from  the  Ufydrome  (1146666) 
225  Shift  (21 15918) 

320  The  Crime  Hour  (6559531) 

4.10  Jobfmder  (3778192) 


MERIDIAN  O 


As  HTV  West  except 
1225pm -125  Chain  Letters  (3534333) 
125  Home  and  Away  (84933807) 
220  Vanessa  (57191178) 

250320  Child’s  Eye  { 3996420 ) 

5.10  Home  and  Away  (8667178) 

6.00  Meridian  Tonight  (46) 

6.30-7.00  Getaways  (6) 


S4c; 


Steels:  7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (46807) 

9.00  Fifteen  to  One  r  (93159) 

920  Middle  English  (9224343) 

9.45  Place  and  People  (2253468) 

10.05  Scientific  Eye  (2453028) 

1025  Geographical  Eye  (8738888)  • 

1045  Quest  (9169913) 

11.00  History  In  Action  (3555284) 

1120  R1  Ra  (7391604) 

1140  The  German  Programme  (2927975) 
12.00  House  to  House  [81933) 

1220  Hullaballoo  (33265) 

1.00  Slot  Meithrin:  Slot  Syniadau  Safi 
(47178) 

1.30  Snwcen  Pencampwriaeth  (228197) 
4.00  Backdate  (9) 

420  Travelog  (23) 

5.00  5  Pump  lined  5  (8994) 

520  Countdown  (75) 

6.00  Newyddhm  (849623) 

6.15  Heno  (350130) 

7.00  Pobol  Y  Cwm  869  (761 791) 

725  Pwy  Di  Pwy?  (929604) 

8.00  Y  Ferch  Drws  Nesa  [41 78) 

680  Newyddion  (6913) 

9.00  A55  (7623) 

1080  Annies  Bar  (31492) 

1020  Smwcer:  Pencampwriaeth  (50401) 
1120  Dame  Ednas  Hollywood  (55975) 

1220  Dispatches  (8280519) 

1.15  Diwedd 


'£L 


625am  Think  Tank  (i).  (Teletext)  (SJ 
(2323212) 

7.00  The  Big  Breakfast  (37791) 

9.00  Fifteen  to  One  (r).  (Ceefax)  (s)  (93159) 
920  Schools  Middle  Enqlish  (9224343)  945 
Place  and  People'  (2253468)  10-05 
Scientific  Eye  (2453028)  1025 

Geographical  Eye  Over  Britain  (8738888) 
1045  Quest  (9169913)  11.00  History  in 
Action  Hypothetical  (3555284)  1120  Ri 
Ra  (7391604)  11.40  German  (2927975) 
12.00  House  to  House  (81933) 

1220pm  Sesame  Street  (23604)  120 

Hullaballoo  (r)  (s).  Followed  by  Chigtey 
(r)  (32536)  2.00  Augusta  In  Heaven 
Hungarian  animation  (9854246) 

2.05  FILM:  This  Is  My  Affair  (1937,  b/w) 
starring  Robert  Taylor  and  Barbara 
Stanwyck.  A  period  crime  drama  directed 
by  William  A  Seifer  (620 J  78) 

4.00  Backdate  (Teletext)  (s)  (9)  420 

Countdown  (Teletext)  (si  (23) 

5.00  Rickl  Lake  (Teletext)  (s)  (8679555)  545 
Terrytoons  (284246) 

6.00  Home  Improvement.  Comedy  staffing 
Tim  Allen  as  the  host  of  a  television  do-it- 
yourself  show.  (Teletext!  (s)  (BB) 

620  Movfewatch  (r)  (s)  (8) 

7.00  Channel  4  News  (Teletext)  Weather 
(118933) 

7-50  The  Slot(394951) 

8.00  The  Pulse.  Medical  magazine.  (Teletext) 
(4178) 

820  A  Taste  of  the  Caribbean.  The  ebullient 
Dorinda  Hatner  is  on  Dominica.  (Teletext) 
(6913) 

9.00  hHHMpgl  Seastders  (Teletext)  (s) 
e*2§H3(9352) 


9.301 


Topical  political  drama  (920pm) 

ffjguSc]  Annie’s  Bar.  (Teletext) 
sSiy  (13401) 


10.00  NYPD  Blue.  New  York  police  drama 
series  (Teletext)  (s)  (599975) 

10.55  Whose  Line  Is  It  Anyway?  Improvised 
comedy  presided  over  by  Cfive 
Anderson.  With  Josie  Lawrence,  Mike 
McShane,  Greg  Proops  and  Ryan  Stiles 
(r).  (Teletext)  (s)  (3621 7B) 

11-30 MEW  Advocate.  Darcus 

Howe  returns  with  a  seven- 
week  series  in  which  guests  explain  their 
viewpoint  and  lace  questions,  from  the 
studo  audience.  This  week:  a  look  at  the 
role  ot  teenage  magazines.  Do  they 
encourage  underage  sex?  (s)  (336913) 
12.15am  Dispatches  (r)  (Teletext)  (4803444) 
1.00  Rebellion  of  the  Hanged.  The  final 
episode  of  the  Mexican  drama.  English 
subtitles  (r)  (7142573) 

225  FILM:  Decline  and  Fall. ..of  a 
Birdwatcher  (1968)  starring  Robin 
Phillips,  Donald  Wolfit  and  Genevieve 
Page  A  3atire  based  on  the  novel  by 
Evelyn  Waugh,  directed  by  John  Krish 
(934956)  Ends  at  425 


SATELLITE. 


rr*  TT V",  r„" 


•  For  more  cornprehcnsive 
listings  of  satellite  and  cable 
channels,  see  the  Vision  snp- 
,  ptement  pnbKsbed  Saturday 
*  *  SKY  ONE  ■  _ 

7JXXB1  Bo3ed  E®  and  SokSera  (®197) 

i  aaffessJ^LiJcKisrsziiajxicamTh/ 

.T  (48623lSLMOpr3hWWreyS32S^  «U» 

j*  CDrowaratein  Sa»J»W  • 

•  Raphael  (B64881  1240  JeopanV.^1^? 
12J0pn  Mupny  Bmwh  1A0TJ]J 
WaHara  (B3284)  2-00  isaafeto  glMT)  3JD 
Court  TV.  rtSSat  3-30  Opraft 
(674 4.15  Undur  12«3B13« 

Trek:  The  film  Generation  (2S4fll-W>0Tl» 
smpsore  (8265j  620  Jroparf£ 

740  LAPO  (®75l  720  WA*S*H  (9W1J 

aLWThflSmatZarafte{ai37)OAOThe 

CofTfria*  1890531  1040  Slat  Tre*  (SaBStfl 
1L00  LauraTO  Of  Off  tT7333) 

UCarmon  {22723P5’  1M5wn i  Ow  Un- 
Buctataei  {56551731  120  SSS  (3437^ 
2j00  Hfi  Milena  Play 

'  SKY  NEWS  _ 

U-'  .  . 

r"  .  News 6a tie txu  _  

,  ■  SuRrisc'piSTaW  :#20 

2000  S2S5^  tt.00  Skv.  ttoW  HI**) 
WWO/BC  1M?  *£?* 

y+r  -X*  Businass  {8771® 

!  (7?1 7»  140pm  Haws  (S8B36J [130 
’ “few  SS64Z)  220  Slw 

I  PaSafUOT  Uve  v«5  781 
■'  (4505231 3.15  Patamerfl  Liw  iawwaj 

400  News  sxl  Ei*M« 

«!  Pve  i&<3)  &0O  He** 

Tod^N-  mlh  Adarf.  Boieart  W&n  7 M 
’.ton,  (£783*0  690 
Rwtea  reports'  «772)  9JX 

Busnosc'  10J»  Ww*  c£5®® 

1140  Mem,  I9«S6) 

/476M)  ItOOitoH  S5C£0)  4^ 

News  ff2432l  1JOO  Ness’S  1-® 

\S3SlBt  ZOO  fstara 
RaitoS  PWfi  iW« 

I71M&,  X»  Patino* 

400  News  ■86f73i4J0CBSSte«s(21B®t 
9M!^&53%S30*aCtie<to  ■ 

SCY  HOWES 

U»  Baby  (1B3^  P215W  «wo 

■wr.the  Cook  rod  •  HpI«  9“ 

?  *C5175  1Z40  L-AM«i^ 
-537KJ)  ““EriS; 
r  b3-c*« 

Ueen  <1SX7)  (il®  64W  ln* 


Hangar,  tt»  Cook  rod  a  Hoto  In  tha  Sky 
■(ISS‘9  (98481130)'  740  US  Top  ID 
prt22fiS}  BJ»  fMM  taaOnct 

_•  (.11881)  10-00  Hard  Teg*  f1993) 
JS81738)  11^0  BolHng  PoW  (10B3J 
n  37975)  1.18m  Banriy  and  Joan  (1993) 
(37D59B)2J0Tho  Saha  ol  Fort  WaaMna- 
ton  (1993)  (H31051)  4L3D  BuabOre  Moon 
C1987)T7<163) 

■  SKY  MOVIES.QOLD . 

4s00pmBMBtnw  for  Bonn*  (1981)  CffM)} 
6jOO  KftNf  Hoart*  and  Comoata  (19*0) 
ffl5E04)  a 00  Reeky  IV  (IMS)  (97448] 
lOjOOSmotasyrod  tiw  BimfitU  I1883) 
>77463)  1130  Ibe  enrdat  HI  (1900) 
(438081)  liDan  AD  Nfehtteng  flOW) 
(4431111)  &80-4JJS  The  Circus  (1928) 
-(20W8ffl)  • 

THE  MOVTECHANNEL 


#*■ 


BMmm  Tbe  Buccanror  (10S8) 
(30618604)  8.15  Tfe»Mo«te 

(13485975)  10JQ0  Ann  Victor*  (1933) 
(641591  12J»  Far  ft®  Low  of  Aro*» 
(1904)  (56352)  ZflOpm  Raarof  Drod® 
flOBIl  (27643  4«  Jem:  The  Ucwl® 

■MO  The  Movie  Show  «BS7S)  1IL00 
ZmricMn  (68401)  1200' 

Mght  Eyto  P«*£22» 

Wdn  2  (1993)  P*»3 1)  3.15  Twror  hr 
Ihaffight  (1993)  (57967666) 

THE  DISNEY  CHANNEL 

Slcy  Uovfoc  QoM  tahro  over  from  10pm 

't»4Ma  .  .  .. .  ",  ~  _ 

tirtaw  Under  ttia  Umbrrila  Tree 

(62144333)  630  Ftaggte  R«*  14100780?) 

7.00  New  Adventures  of  Wme  the  Pooh 
;«t230fi21  720  Ductotes  .(80633509) : 
aoo  Chip  ’n  Dale  Rescue  Ttaneat 
(15483440)  &30  Adventures  In  Wbnderiand  . 
(15475420)  aoo  WaB  Ddney .  Preseres 
(62153081)  10-00  Under  wi  Unttela  Tree 
1410581591 1020  Freg^fi  RtX*  (15485264)  ■ 
ifjOO  Muppet  Mates 
y^tome  to  Pooh  Conor  (8863W5)  12J» 
gmrJr  Attach  (15438533)  1230pm 
(WH’s  arcus  /4C3350ffi)  tXI0  Adwn- 
Wwdaland  (995735231 .120  The 
■  SWMd  SHOW  (40378333)  ZOO.  The 
Tortctsone  (16&410ea  Z30  Famo  Tate 
Theatre  (41093188)  MdWrrte-ft#  Pooh ' 

*865633?)  4J»  Quack  Atfeek  (88842153) 
4*0  Dutti8teS  (58654371)  SM  Of)  'rt 
oSb  Rff»a  Rangera  C2846474).  53Q  , 
OsnOBf  Bay  (888556231  6J»  Taman  . 
'  ^K536)  820  Dteosww  -{68643888)  - 


7.00  UaMng  at  Operation  Dumbo  Drop 
(46246230)  730  FSpper  196282197)  330 

■  EntaWrimenl  Special  But  Lancaster 

(42929975)  9.30-1000  Teaoher  ot-9ie  Year 
Awards  [40398326)  ~  . 

EUROSPORT _ ' 

7.30am  Erwastnantrn  (700621  8JO  FtxX- 
bd)  (71082)  10JX)ReUyBaid  (14888)  TUX) 
Motors  (55352)  12^0pm  SnowtK»an*ig 
(551591  1J»  FootbaS  (47505)  3.00  Lure. 
Tennis  (8030688)  7JXJ  Bobsta@fi-  (B2739) 

.  aoo  Pro  wiBstlng.  (48159)  aoo  8amg 
(516231  10X0  Shocffng  (547101  11JXJ 

■  Tenr*  (36826)  11J0-12J0ain  Got 
(18975) 

.SKY  SPORTS _ _ 

?.OOwn  Sky- Sports  Centre  110941)  7JS0  . 
-  Racing  (23536)  aOO  Wtesang  (33197)  SLOO 
AaoMcs  (45284)  BJO  Fultwl  MunrfaJ 
(59975)  lOlOO  Golf  (79739)  12J»  AfflObtes 
psCT)  1230pm  British  RaPyChampwv- 
S«p3  (537911,1.00  Snooker  (443604)  4.00 
Rugby  15604)  430  PCM  Tour  (1688}  5.00 
WresflW  (8062)  aoo  Sky  Sponc  Curtre 
(5061)  Rugby  Unon  (8333)  7 JO 

Snooker  (183710)  TOOT  SySpons  Centre 
:p344£^  1030  Tlrfi.  Lines  (88333)  1 140 
Spats  Un9mfed  (23907)  tiUOamRugby 
Utkyi  (B7956)  1J»  WcrtJ  of  Speed  and 
Beauty  (63314)  1.30  r^a  lues  (143915) 
aSWJXl  Sky  Sports.  Centre  (B6840) 

SKY  SPORTS  2  ■■ 

7.00pm  RugOjr  dub  (8159197)  8.00  GoS 
USA  (8135617)  ZOO  GoS  USA  —  Live 
(81386041- 1W»  Rugby  Oub  (3358604) 
12j00  Senor  PGA  Tour  (4590918} 
t£3Oaoi-i.00  Snowboard  Tour  (6406314) 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CHANNEL 

4L00e«i  Urog  World  5.00  Kennafi  Cope^ 
land  &30  Kka  TV  5^46  Ctirbiian  Entertain- 
merit  fi-W  CoNn  Dye  &45-7J»Music 

SKY  SOAP 

TJHtm  Gtedng  UgN  (SS73710)  TJS  As 
the  Vitold  Turns  (3724823)  8-50  Peyton 
Place  (21971971  9.20  Days  a)  Our  La« 

.  (9495804)  T0.10.1<i»  Aaothar  HWM 
(5757838)  . 

SKYTBAffiL _ ' 

ll.Wam  GtobfiBotwr.  (2456082)  1UO 
Roads  to  Freedom  (2457791)  12M  ots- 
eorei  Your  Wtoto  (9960791)  l&aopm 
Fojgfll  Goumia  CocAs  hefcan  (88713511 
;■  ijDOAiorod  the  World  (3371555)1  JO  Sky 


2J30  Jm,  Hansen's  Anorul  Hro*  (87101 
3JX)  Some  tha  Hedgehog  18468)  3J0  Pmk 
Panther  [55T6|  4JX)  CaWomia  Dreams 
(90621 4 .3&5.00  Sweei  Valley  High  (5246) 

NICKELODEON _ 

6.00am  Henry's  Cal  (9886468)  6.15  Blue. 
CmaoHheEann  [8122461  &45  Touean  Ten 
(87984201  7 JOO  BaMr*  187793331  7J>5 
Gntnmy  (J675062)  7.45 1\ht*toon  Breattesi 
feast  j'St  54491 8J0  RocJ-o's  Modem  Lite 
1202461  0.00  Ahitn  and  the  Chcmunks 
(43826)  9  JO  Pee-Wea  s  Playtiouso  1575171 
mOO  Banana  Sandwich  1100621  11.00 
Chiererii  BBC  on  NrchekxJeon  (308261 
12.00  Mage  Schod  Bus  (23062)  12J0pm 
Gfimmy  (51333)  1 JX)  Gtodet  Guts  (346421 
1J30  Vr'jonaies  [506CJJ  2.00  ChMiens 
BBC  on  rteketedeon  (952661  3.00  The 
Lin  lest  Pd  Stop  (53S2)  330  Teenage 
Mutant  Hero  Turlies  (4739)  4.00  The  Ferats 
(3246)  430  Rugras  (2130)  5.00  Srsitr 
Sder  [7197]  5J0  Nancy  Die*  (6710)  6.00 
Ren  and  SUmpy  (3623)  630  Peto  rod  Pete 
14975, 7.00  The  Odyssey  (7333)  730^00 
Crania  (3389) 


The  many  faces  of  Also  Gubmass  (Sky  Movies  Gold,  6.00pm)  PjSCOyEHY 


Travel  Guide  (7221492)  ZOO  Ski  Sperol 
($1002651  3J»  Geteny  (60384691  330- 
4J0D  Kida  Down  Under  (18BS284)  -  ■ 

THE  HISTORY  CHANNEL 

4.00pm  The  area  Days  of  Our  Century 
12470642)  SJQ0-7J®  Biography  (9961284) 

THE  SCI-FI  CHANNEL 

1.00mm  Stomp  Thing  (1871043)  1.30  Ray 
Bradtxjy  Thiaaire  (3500260)  ZOCHkOO 
FILM-  Time  Warp  (8216060) 

lie  -  . 

SUXtora  PaWng  (1 177ISS1 9J30  Grow  wllh 
joe-  (45462651  10410  Two's  Country 
(B527178)  1030  Our  House  (T173738) 
lli»  The  F««ed  House  15713607)  11 JO 
Hunting  Repairs  |5714536j  1Z00  Jute 
ChW  (1157791)  ia30p»  Tha  Frugal 
Gourmet  14549081)  1.QD  Yen  Can  Qx* 
(3982046)  130  On  - the  Edge  (4548362) 
ZOO  Dogs  wdi  Dunber  (1911062)  230 
Smra  Gardens  (19631971  100  Two's 
County  (1930197)  3JMM.00  The  CM 
House  (1968W2J  ... 

UK  GOLD _ 

7.00am  Angels  (69006331  TJOI'fetghOum; 


B5B2920)  100  Sots  and  Da^ntere 
(T15QH3)a30  EastEnders  I1 1553331 940 
The  11170913)  130  The  Sul  [wans 
(4547823)  1000  All  Creatures  Great  and 
Small  (9182884)  11-00  .Ued  Bravo 
(5782023)  12.00  Sons  and  Daughters 

(11664491 12£0pffl  Neighbours  (4568733) 
1X0  EastEnders  (1182064)  1J30  The  Bd 
(4540710)  200  Ihe  Su&uansi  (110193521 
205  Are  You  Bang  ServwT  (28097101 300 
Angsts  (1932555)  300  BOOisdo  (1937772) 
4X0  Casualty  (451139751  505  lorry 
Graysons  Gfeteratior  Garre  (S31 136231 
6.15  Kennv's  Come  Cult.  (4983M4)  6X8 
EaSEndere  (7725159)  7.00  Eworaoo 

(1924536)  700  Huppy  Ever  Allar  1 1 W6120) 

800  Gel  Some  trt  (t933384i  800  home 
James  ft 91 2791)  9X0  Mnaer  (6S92S55) 
10X0  The  BJ  (4313791)  10X5  Oksic 
5port  (5C0842O1  11X5  KVTV  (2745994) 
12.1(tefl>  Estoytxxly  s  Equtd  (5931579) 
1200  FflJKl  Angel  Face  16727685/  2.15 
Shappoig  a:  Night 

TCC _ 

BOOam  Sven's  Ctosvna  (BOtTBi  &M 
Piigto*  (71710)  700  Ready  a  Not  (101B7) 
7XaCaUorma  Draans  (flfi«M)  6X0  9«eet 
Valley  Hgh  (5940 ll  8X0  Tiny  TCC 
&4896£ira)  1235pm  Trv  TCC  (457465551 


/! 


4O0pra  Bush  Turf*  Man  I1K4449I  4X0 
AmOience1  (19433331 5.00  TreasweUnt- 
as  (1935642)  5X0  Terra  X  1 1*79131  GOO 
tnrerton  (1984826)  6X0  Beyond  2000 
(947697a)  7X0  MfftffiQu&  Urwerse 
(19440621  800  The  PirfOStonab 

iG57tt»3)  0.00  Top  Marques  (5726371) 
9X0  Soencti  DetedivQS  (4536517)  10.00 
Classic  Wheels  (6593284)  1100-1200 
Shark  Doctors  (254427S) 


BRAVO 


1200  RLM:  The  Bran  from  Planet  Arcus 
(7970626)  IXOpcn  Honey  West  (4542178) 
2X0  Danger  Man.  (£15333)  3X0  The 
Buccaneers  (1927623)  3X0  Tm  Adverv 
tures  ol  Wlfcm  Tdl  (1962466]  400  FILM 
Carton  &own  ot  fte  FO  (193873?)  BOO 
Dead  a  21  (19513&?i  6X0  Jason  h«tg 
I9465BJ1I  7X0  Tiw  Green  Home 
[19488981 8.00  Space  1999  (B5741HI  9.00 
The  Prisoner  1 6=87623!  1000-12X0  F1M. 
The  WteWinda  Genera)  (S71  f44^ 


PARAMOUNT 


8.00pm  Ertretwwnent  Tertghi  (6091  j  833 
The  Odd  COupte'  (36881  8.00  Brnf.eii 
|37Sffi)  9X0  Lavnrre  and  ShHey  (71 197) 
10.00  Enlcrialnniert  Toragh;  (74791)  loxo 
Cfr  KaE  (46739)  11X0  Ren' and  Slmpy 
(77312)  11X0  The  Guyvro  (834201 12X0 1 


Lore  Lucy  (72376)  l2X0ara  The  Odd 
Couphi  i6S53E|  100  Brottrers  (619561 1X0 
Lareme  and  Shhiev  *78734)  2.00  EntTOavt- 
ment  Torjgnr  (736471  2X0  Dr  Katz  (64482) 
3.00  Ren  and  Sampy  (41193)  3X0-400 
The  Guyjtr  (757341 

UK  LIVING _ 

SOOain  Agcmy  hour  1707337 1 1  700  Kiltoy 
|7 166807)  aOO  Esther  (9898343)  BX0  More 
Front  Gardens  186646641  9.00  Gourmei 
Ireland  (33316191  9X5  Kae  &  AlSe 
£9109751  1005  The  Jerry  Sprngpr  Shew 
(8394130)  1100  The  Yotrr^  and  the 
Restless  (B498159)  11X5  BiooteWe 

(79744491  12X0fXH  Dangerous  Woman 
139489151  1-2S  Crosswits  (69158361  2.00 
Agony  Hour  (8705307!  300  Uve  at  Three 
(7630062)  400  fritaiuflOon  Uh  (9£14517| 
4X0  DosswMS  (62681971  505  Lingo 
(91337307)  5X0  Lucky  Ladders  (9C27091I 
8.00  Bewitched  (9S24994)  8X0  Brootoide 
16303739)  705  Rhodes  around  Britain 
(6510536)  700  The  Joker  5  Wild  (98365361 
B. 05  The  Young  and  th?  Restless  (IK 79751 
9,00  FILM.  Port  itt  Ol  a  Etwwgri  (2 13067101 
10X0  Erterrainment  (S201383I 

1100-12.00  The  Erogenous  Zero 
(4373739) 

FAMILY  CHANNEL _ 

5.00pm  Ocean  Ody-ary  |3913)  5X0  Tmtm 
(6436  75)  SXS  Balrero  (2192841  6X0 
Caidphrsse  (5361)  7.00  TmU  Purael 
(1979)  7X0  My  Two  Dads  18975)  BOO 
Mrfrotu  1.98907)  b.00  Ruth  RencteU  Tha 
Veied  One  (63541  >  10X0  Treasure  Hunt 
(721301  1100  Neon  Rider  (96517)  1200 
Ttnftn  (181921 12X0am  Borden  cwm  (51294| 
1O0  Bsiman  (9&4SC)  1X0  Rhoda  (146501 
200  Big  Brother  Jake  1 18463)  2X0  Neon 
Rrfei  (706601 3X0  Rhoda  (1 1550)  4.00  Bsj 
Brother  Jeke  (32W3)  4X0400  Ocean 
Odyssey  (68647) 

MTV _ 

6X0«n  The  Grind  [BW6^  7X0  3  hoot  1 
1W17130)  7,15  Asvaka  an  ihs  WUdside 
(5947081i  B.00  Music  VkJbos  (£B9994i 
11.00  The  Soul  01  MTV  (53110)  12.00 
ijreacst  Hits  1 15J92)  1.00pm  Musk  Non 
s:-3p  (9617284)  2.15  3  Irom  1  I947712&4) 
2X0  Sports  |7468)  3X0  Ctwmaiic 
(7685772)  3.15  Hanging  Oui  (4107384) 
400  News  (24£i449i  4.15  Katgng  Out 
li'462772]  4X0  Dol  MTV  [7t04l  SOD 
Soon,'  Top  Ten  Tun  ns  (i  178)  8X0  Hmnna 
Out  '154561  7X0  Grcaent  Hits  (82£lf> 
800  The  VJcrai  ol  Mosi  Wanted  |155Sj  8X0 
AliemoJtre  Muse  (12159)  8X0  teav*.  irto 


Butt- head  (65951)  10.00  News  (887739/ 
10.15  Cinematic  (875994)  1030  Aeon  Fto 
(314491 11X0  The  End?  1 69623)  12X0am 
hSght  Videos  H73S666)  500  Awake 
137885) 

VH-1 _ 

7O0am  Power  BreaMest  (3370826)  900 
Cale  VH-l  16699642)  12X0  Heal  rod  Soul 
(5326866)  1.00pm  TTie  Vinyl  Vuus 

19021474)  2.00  Bary  DicWns  (6102623) 
3.00  Into  thB  Music  (7M£807)  600  VH 1-2 
3.  Sfrng  (3421230)  7.00  VH-1  lor  You 
(8151555)  BOO  Review  (B137975)  900 
Mike  Rutherford  (8157739)  1000  The  Vryl 
Tears  (B1 506261  11-00  The  Bndge 
(3553739)  I.OOnm  David  Cassidy 
(3426821)  200  Dawn  Patrol 

CMT  EUROPE _ 

Country  music  Horn  6am  to  7pm  on 
satellite.  24  hour*  on  cable.  Including 
B-OOpm  Sam  day  rflfe  Danes  Ranee  800- 
700  Big  Tictoi 

ZEE  TV _ 

7.00am  Zee  Presents  (43138265)  8X0  Yuto 
Lore  Slones  (152510021  9X0  Bengali 
Motto  (683CC739)  1200  BurayenJ 

(15262178)  IZXOpm  India  Shaw 
(91574975)  1X0  Hindi  M«to  (2328717BI 
4.00  Zm  Top  Ten  (12474771)  5X0 
Zore  (34352488)  5X0  Pur^tw  Folk 
(9SW7307)  6.00  Rishley  r43872S»)  6X0 
Zee  and  U  (88152410)  7.00  Aniakshari 
(34332604)  7X0  (82T52474)  BXO 

News  (34341352)  8X0  Anda:  (34337159) 
900  Urdu  Serial  Afia&ee  (57474913) 
1000  Zae  Horror  Show  |l  52638071 10X0 
Your2frtdaql  (1S£7S555|  llOOt^mmanci- 
ff  1110242301 11X0  Sn  K.nshna 

CARTOON  NETWORK/TNT 

Continuous  catoons  from  5am  to  7  pm, 
than  TNT  IBms  as  below. 

7.00pm  Uuteiy  on  the  Bounty  (1835) 
I3&H5&42I  9X0  Hogambo  (1953) 
(76553333)  11XS  Tha  First  of  tho  ftm 
(1943)  ,77817536)  IXOam  Battta  of  the 
VI  (I860)  I66J48C24)  3.10-5.00  Tho 
Craotod  Sty(fS57)  iffiSMTKi 

CNN/'QVC _ 

CNN  provide*  24-hour  news  and  QVC  Is 

tho  home  shopping  channaL 

PERFORMANCE _ 

7.00pm  Fbr.  Carer  Lre  9X0  C>;>  ten  sffij 

12.00-2.00nm  Mjtrrj**. 


\ 
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HONG  KONG  CLUB 
TO  RELINQUISH 
ROYAL  TITLE 


WORLD  CUP  DOUBTS 
SURFACE  AMID 

political  Turmoil 


IRFB  tries  to  control  transfers 

Board  insists 
on  180-day 
eligibility  rule 

By  David  Hands,  rugby  correspondent 


THE  International  Rugby 
Football  Board  (IRFB)  has 
frequently  bemoaned  its  lade 
of  teeth.  Yesterday,  it  revealed 
an  unexpected  bite  when  it 
demanded  that  member 
unions  adhere  to  a  180-day 
player  eligibility  regulation  so 
that  rugby  union's  change 
from  amateurism  to  profes¬ 
sionalism  could  be  effectively 
managed. 

However,  board  officials 
admitted  they  would  have  to 
wait  and  see  whether  their 
hopes  of  controlling  rugby 
union's  burgeoning  transfer 
market  would  be  successful.  A 
proposal  that  is  designed  to 
prevent  raids  by  the  sport's 
haves  on  the  have-nots  will  be 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
implement  in  the  close-knit 
confines  of  the  home  unions. 

As  in  so  much  of  their 
legislation,  the  board  has  a 
built-in  permissive  clause: 
were  a  London  dub  to  sign  a 
French  player,  for  example, 
they  could  appeal  to  the  Rugby 
Football  Union  (RFU)  to  agree 
with  the  French  federation  for 
a  lesser  eligibility  period  to 
apply.  Since  the  RFU  are 
already  proposing  a  seven-day 
qualification  for  moves  within 
the  European  Community,  the 
180-day  clause  would  become 
invalid. 

"This  seems  to  be  a  very 
restrictive  move  in  a  game  that 
has  taken  the  derision  to  go 
open,"  Tony  H alien,  the  RFU 
secretary,  said.  “It  would 
appear  to  involve  restraint  of 
trade  and  we  are  undear 


whether  it  will  operate  in 
England.  We  wQ]  have  to 
consider  this  in  minute  detail, 
but  I  can't  see  the  first  division 
dubs  wearing  it." 

Yet  rugby’s  rulers,  having 
concluded  their  annual  coun¬ 
cil  meeting  in  London,  seem 
confident  that  any  challenge  in 
the  civil  courts  to  their  ruling 
on  the  grounds  of  restraint  or 
trade  could  be  resisted.  Ver¬ 
non  Pugh,  the  chairman  of  the 
Welsh  Rugby  Union,  who  has 
been  elected  chairman  of  the 


□  Players  must  be  resident  in  a 
country  far  180  days  before  being 
eligible  to  play  in  competitive 
matches  when  moving  from  one 
union  to  another. 

□  All  eight  forwards  must  reman 
bound  to  the  scrummage  until  it 
ends. 

□  A  lineout  jumper  can  be  sup¬ 
ported  once  the  bal  has  been 
thrown  in  and  he  has  started  his 
jump.  He  can  use  either  or  both 
hands  to  catch  or  deflect  the  ball 
provided  ha  has  both  hands  above 
Ns  head. 


IRFB  and  is  himself  a  barris¬ 
ter,  said:  "Rugby  is  too  pre¬ 
cious  to  be  thrown  away  to 
those  moneyed  interests  which 
can  buy  up  the  best  players. 

“You  do  need  a  regulation, 
otherwise  a  few  dubs  will 
have  ail  the  best  players.  At  a 
time  when  the  game  is  chang¬ 
ing  from  amateur  to  profes¬ 
sional.  we  need  to  ensure  that 
everyone  has  a  fair  chance  of 


□□□bb  dobi 
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No  693  in  association  with 
BRITISH  MIDLAND 


ACROSS 

i  Single-wife  system  (8) 

S  Mil.  Bute:  Scot  region  (4) 
9  Where  beginners  ski  (7,6) 

10  Flightless  bird:  mother  of 
Zeus  (4) 

1 1  Sharing  another's  feelings 

(7)  • 

13  Itinerant  salesman  (6) 

J5  Leg  bone:  St  Faults  birth¬ 
place  (b) 

IS  Slide  unsteadily  (7) 

ZO  Clenched  hand  ft) 

23  Meditation  pose  (5,8) 

24  Smell  strongly  (4) 

3  25  Miserable,  poor  (S) 


DOWN 

1  Food  list  (4) 

2  Prime  Minister  direction 

P) 

3  Exploding  pineapple  (7) 

4  Violent  destruction  (6) 

6  Stimulus:  motive  force  (7) 

7  Writer  of  short  pieces  (8) 

8  Beat  panic  (4) 

12  James  — ,  Nocturne  painter 
(8) 

14  Jet  im-enton  shave  with 
knife  (7) 

16  Cause  great  distress  (to)  (7) 

17  EmodonaJ  warmth  (fa) 

19  Communion  wafer  (4) 

21  Pulled-curtain  sound;  sman 
(5) 

22  —  Blyton  (4) 


I  PRIZES:  _ 

THE  WINNER  will  receive  a  return  ticket  £E33§jj=m£3? 

)  travelling  economy  class  to  anywhere  on  —  — 

j  British  Midland's  domestic  or  international 

THE  RUNNER-UP  will  receive  a  return  W 3 

ticker  to  anywhere  on  British  Midland's  — 
domestic  network.  British  Midland  offers 
an  extensive  range  of  departure  and  destination  prints 
throughout  the  UK  as  well  as  Europe.  As  the  UKs  second  largest 
scheduled  service  airline  and  Heath  rows  second  biggest  user,  it 
operates  a  fleet  of  35  aircraft  on  over  1200  flights  per  week 
throughout  the  UK  and  Europe. 

AH  flights  are  subject  to  availability. _ _ 

Pod  your  entry  to  Times  Two  Crossword,  PO  Box  68% 
London  E2SSP  to  arrive  by  next  Monday.  The  winners*  names 
and  solution  will  ngpe#  on  Wednesday. 

Name/ Address  ......... - - - - - 


SOLUTION  TO  NO  692 

ACROSS:  *  Latch  7  Acronym  S  Gorwril  9  Own  goal 

11  Thames  13  Miles  away  lSSahtdous  NUtrip  21  Pretzel 

23  Addison  24  0ortmer  ‘25  Munch 

DOWN:  I  Leg  it  JLTtn  hat  3  Harlem  4  Halo  5  loggia 

6  Pyjamas  lOWoeflil  12  Simile  14  Fair  do's  16  Actum  IVSddom 

18  Arisen  20  Punch  22  Lark 
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entering  the  new  age  with 
some  or  all  of  their  best 
players  in  place.” 

The  main  point  of  the  regu¬ 
lation  is  to  prevent  the  year- 
round  player  moving  Crum 
one  hemisphere  to  the  other, 
although  player  contracts  are 
likefy  to  prevent  that  anyway. 
It  is  also  to  stop  such  nations 
as  New  Zealand  taking  the 
best  talent  from  the  Pacific 
islands. 

“This  is  a  settling-down 
period  for  rugby  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  courts  . . . 
would  say  that  rugby  should 
control  its  own  destiny  and 
that  this  is  tbe  minimum 
regulation  necessary,”  Pugh 
said.  “Unions  can  agree  be¬ 
tween  themselves  for  a  differ¬ 
ent  position  to  apply  but 
people  will  be  very  careful 
before  they  do  that 

"If  the  market  is  left  unregu¬ 
lated,  it  will  be  to  the  disad¬ 
vantage  of  tfae  game  as  a 
whole.  We  want  to  retain  the 
integrity  of  the  development 
programmes  in  each  union. 
Maybe  in  six  years’  time, 
when  contracts  have  been 
worked  out  in  the  way  other 
professional  spoils  have  done, 
we  can  look  again.” 

Under  the  ruling.  New¬ 
castle.  who  have  registered 
Gary  Armstrong  and  Doddie 
Weir  from  Scotland,  would  be 
unable  to  play  them,  save  with 
the  agreement  of  the  respec-  | 
live  unions  involved.  How-  j 
ever,  Freddie  McLeod,  who  is 
retiring  as  one  of  Scotland's 
IRFB  representatives,  said  it 
was  unlikely  that  any  difficul¬ 
ty  would  be  placed  in  the  path 
I  of  Armstrong,  whose  home  in 
Jedburgh  is  little  more  than  50 
miles  ream  Newcastle,  and 
that  Weir  was  intending  to 
move  from  Melrose  to  live 
there. 

"We  have  played  by  the 
rules  this  season  with  regard 
to  the  120-day  regulation Rob 
Andrew,  Newcastle’s  director 
of  rugby,  said.  “It  was  never 
envisaged  that  the  180day 
rule  would  apply  to  home- 
union  players.  Initially,  it  was 
to  apply  to  overseas  players." 

In  Pugh's  view,  the  conten¬ 
tious  Jean-Marc  Bosnian  case 
in  football  had  only  limited 
application  to  rugby.  “That  is 
concerned  with  the  ability  of  a 
player  to  move  at  all.  nor  with 
die  regulations  under  which 
he  can  do  so,”  Pugh  said.  Sir 
John  Hall,  chairman  of 
Newcastle  United  Sporting 
Club,  may  take  a  different 
view  and  last  night  was  seek¬ 
ing  legal  advice  of  his  own. 

Two  of  the  main  experimen¬ 
tal  law  changes  approved 
yesterday  involve  forwards. 
First,  the  eight  players  form¬ 
ing  a  scrum  must  remain 
bound  until  the  scrum  is  over, 
thus  Limiting  the  ability  of 
back-row  forwards  to  break 
off  and  form  a  second  wave  of 
midfield  defence.  Second,  in 
the  lineout,  jumpers  can  use 
either  hand  or  both  to  catch  or 
deflect  the  ball,  provided  both 
.are  above  his  head. This  does 
away  with  the  outside-arm 
regulation. 

The  board  also  gave  its 
support  for  the  concept  of 
tours,  which  had  been  under 
threat  but  is  now  seen  as 
fundamental  to  devdopment 

After  a  century  in  England, 
the  IRFB  is  to  move  its 
headquarters  to  Dublin  so 
that  it  can  become  a  more  tax- 
effective  body. 


Mark  Bell,  the  New  South  Wales  hooker,  is  held  up  by  the  England  A  pack,  during  his side’s  24-Z2  defeat  at  Welfbtd  Road-  Report,  page  41  - 

Robson  to  be  offered  England  post 


By  David  Maddock 

BRYAN  ROBSON  is  to  be 
offered  the  chance  to  succeed 
Terry  Venables  as  coach  of  the 
England  football  team.  The 
Middlesbrough  manager  will 
be  approached  with  a  formal 
offer  from  the  Football  Associ¬ 
ation  to  assume  the  position 
that  becomes  vacant  this 
summer. 

After  a  90-minute  discus¬ 
sion  on  Tuesday,  the  FA  sub¬ 
committee  empowered  with 
the  task  of  selecting  the  new 
coach  settled  upon  Robson  as 
tite  ideal  man  to  continue  the 
work  Venables  has  started. 
Several  candidates  were  dis¬ 
cussed  and  a  shortlist  drawn 
up.  but  the  decision  to  ap¬ 
proach  Robson  first  is  believed 
to  have  been  unanimous. 

Robson  is  already  a  part- 
time  member  of  the  England 
coaching  staff  and  it  was 


decided  that  he  represents  the 
route  of  least  upheaval  when 
Venables  departs  after  the 
European  championship  in 
June. 

Tbe  subcommittee  is  now 
expected  to  attempt  to  per¬ 
suade  Robson  to  withdraw  his 
earlier  reservations  and  accept 
the  job.  He  will  be  offered  the 
position  of  coach,  with  a  senior 
football  figure,  such  as  Dan 
Howe,  alongside  him  to  offer 
guidance. 

Robson  is  by  no  means 
certain  to  comply,  given  com¬ 
ments  he  has  made  recently, 
indicating  that  he  is  not  yet 
ready  to  turn  his  back  on 
Middlesbrough.  The  meeting, 
however,  lingered  aver  the 
means  by  which  Robson 
might  be  persuaded.  The  five- 
man  committee  agreed  that 
the  situation  was  likely  to  alter 
radically  once  a  formal  ap¬ 
proach  had  been  made. 


It  is  probable  that  the  initial 
approach  will  be  an  informal 
one.  from  Jimmy  Armfield, 
the  FA’S  adviser.  Armfield  will 
put  it  to  Robson  that  he  is  the 
first  choice.  He  will  outline 
the  many  reasons  the  job 
should  be  taken  and  report 
bade  on  the  mood  of  the  FA’S 
quarry. 

The  five-man  committee  is 


Asprilla  douto_ 
Tunisia  defy  odds 


hoping  that  Robson’s  earlier 
comments  were  designed  to 
appease  his  duh  in  me  days 
when  it  was  unsureon  wham 
the  FA  would  alight  as  a 
successor.  Presented  with  the 
fact  that  he  is  tbe  chosen  man, 
the  committee  is'  confident 
Robson’S  position  wfll  be 
revised. 


if  that  proves  to  be  the  case, 
the  former  England  interna¬ 
tional  will  have  fornral  talks 
with  Graham  Kelly,  the  FA’S 
chief  executive,  and  Sir.  Bert 
MiUichip,  the  chairman.  It  is 
hoped,  that  significant  pro¬ 
gress  can  be  made'  before 
the  sub-committee  ls  due  to 
meet  again  by  .the  middle  of 
February. 

The  mood  of  tite  committee 
was  upbeat  on  its  condusioa 
on  Tuesday  afternoon-  The 
five  good  men  believe  that  they 
have  their  man,  despite  the 
long  process  of  negotiation 
still  be  be  endured. 

‘  It  is  likely,  also,  that  Howe, 
at  present  a  coach  within  the 
England,  set-up.  will  be  up¬ 
graded  to  offer  support  to 
Robson  as  he  comes  to  terms 
with  the  new  position.  Howe  is 
not  the  only  possibility, 
though;  Bobby  Robson,  tite 
.  former England  raariagernow 


with  FC  Porto  in  Portugal,  is 
ait  interesting  alternative. 

If  Bryan  Robson  proves  to 
be  less  responsive  than  the  FA 
believes,  it  will  return  to  the 
sub-committee  stage  and  reas¬ 
sess  its  list  of  candidates, 
which  includes  Glenn  Hoddle. 
of  Chelsea,  and  Gerry  FYands, 
of  Tottenham  Hotspur. 

□  Ireland’s  search  for  a  new 
manager  is  nearing  comple¬ 
tion.  The  Football  Association 
of  Ireland  (FAJ)  is  to  hold  a 
second  round  of  interviews 
next  week,  with  Mick  McC^- 
tfiy  the  strung  favourite.  Joe 
Kmnear  and  Mike  Walker  ait* 
also  expected  to  be  invited 
bark,  but  the  growing  support 
for  McCarthy  makes  him 
almost  certain  to  be  confirmed 
as  the  teplacement  for  Jade 
Charlton  when  the  FAI  coun¬ 
cil  meets  tomorrow  week,  ten 
years  to  the  day  after 
Charlton's  appointment. 


TIM  HENMAN  and  Mark 
Fetchey,  the  British  tennis 
players,  will  meet  each  other 
in  the  quarter-finals  of  the 
ATP  Tbur  event  in  Shanghai 
after  straight-sets  victories  in 
the  second  round  yesterday.  . 

Henman,  the  2I-year-old 
Oxford  player,  beat  Jim 
Grabb.  of  the  United  States, 
6-2,  7-6.  while  Fetchey,  25, 
from  Essex,  defeated  Patrick 
Baur,  of  Germany.  6-4,  6-4. 
The  last  time  they  met.  in  the 
ATP  Challenger  event  in 
Newcastle  in  July.  Henman 
won  7-5, 6-2. 

Chris  Wilkinson,  the  No  5 
seed  from  Southampton, 
bowed  out  of  the  ATP  chal¬ 
lenger  event  in  Lippstadt, 
Germany,  yesterday,  beaten 
6-1,.  6-7,  6-2  in  the  second 
round  by  Radomir  Vasek.  of 
the  Czech  Republic. 

The  International  Tennis 
Federation  (JTF)  said  yester¬ 
day  that  it  win  “vigorously" 
defend  itself  against  a  High 
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Court  action  by  Mats 
Wilander,  of  Sweden,  and 
.Karel  Novacek.  of  the  Czech 
Republic,  who  are  accusing 
the  world  governing  body  of  a 
drug  allegations  smear. 

Lawyers  for  the  two  players 
have  served  a  writ  on  the  ITF 


Henman;  straight-sets  win 


in  London  saying  they  have 
not  been  given  a  fair  .chance  to 
defend  ’  themselves  .against 
suggestions  that  they  tested 
positive  for  cocaine  at  the 
French  Open  last  yeair.  Both 
players  deny  the  allegations. 

Andre  Agassi  will  lose  his 
ATP  world  No  I  ranking  to 
Thomas  Muster,  of  Austria, 
later  this  month.  Agassi,  of  • 
the  United  States,  only  ret-, 
gained  the  top  ranking  from 
Fete- Sampras  at  the  Austra¬ 
lian  Open  last  week,  where  he  - 
lost  in  the  semi-final: 

it  will  be  the  first  time  that 
Muster,  who  won  12  tourna¬ 
ments  in  1995  including  the  I 
.  French  Open,  will  have  held  | 
the  No  1  spot,  but  he  may  be 
there  for  tally  °ne  week.  The 
Australian  Open  champion. 
Boris  Becker,  will  be  playing 
in  Dubai,  and  Agassi  and 
Sampras  are  playing  in  a 
tournament  in  San  Jose.  'All 
have  chances  to  overhaul 
.Muster’S  prints  tally. 


Gunnell  plans  to  put  fitness  on  trial 


Gunnell'  comeback  test 


SALLY  GUNNELL  of  Essex, 
the  Olympic  400  metres  hur¬ 
dles  champion,  confirmed 
yesterday  that  she  will  race  in 
Britain  for  the  first  time  for 
nearly  IS  months  this  week¬ 
end 

Gunnel!  will  run  the  400 
metres  against  the  European 
Cup  winner,  Melanie  Nert,  at 
tire  two-day  AAA  indoor 
duur^aonships  being  held  In 
Birmingham  —  a  stiff  test  of 
her  fitness  and  competitive¬ 
ness  at  the  start  of  tire  Olym¬ 
pic  season. 

Her  last  domestic  appear¬ 
ance  was  in  the  World  Cup  at 
Crystal  Palace  in  September 
1994.  She  had  to  write  off  last 
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year— and  her  defence  of  the 
world  title  in  Gothenburg  — 
because  of  a  bee!  injury  that 
later  needed  surgery. 

Ladbrokes  responded  to 
news  of  Gunnell’s  reappear¬ 
ance  by  offering  3-1  against 
her  winning  the  grid  medal  in 
the  400  metres  hurdles  in 
Atlanta. 

Gunnell  will  also  run  at  the 
Ricoh  Tour  international 
event  in  Birmingham  on  Frit-, 
ruaxy  10.  faring  one  of  ho-, 
great  hurdle  rivals,  Sandra 
Farmcr-Patrick,  of  the  United . 
Stales.  At  that  meeting,  Tony 
Jarrett  will  take  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can.  Mien  Johnson,  who  de¬ 
nied  him  the  worfd  sprint 


hurdles  tide  in  Gofirenborg 
last  summer. 

The  British  Athletic  Federa¬ 
tion  {BAB  yesterday  came  to 
tire  support  of  Unford  Chris¬ 
tie,  who  has  been  accused  of 
feigning  injury  in  fast  sum-, 
trier's  world  championships. 
Tony  Ward,  the  BAF  spokes¬ 
man,  rejected  the  daun  fay 
Donovan  Bailey,  of  Canada, 
that  Christie  was  fit  when- he 
started  and  finished  the  .100 
metres  final  in  Gothenburg. 

“These  comments  are  not 
credible.”  Ward  said.  “They 
reflect  unfairly  on  Linford's 
efforts  to  defend  tbe  title  and 
on  our  own  mediod  team, 
which  treated  him.”  r 
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THE  violent  scenes  at"  the  surveys  show '..65  per  ■  cent  ts  ' 

University  of  the  Western'  failing  to  payment  of  rales.  ■-  ■'■  '1^'^  ^oVrt-  .M*nv  nf  the 
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apartheid  era,  with  angry  Congress’s  Freedom' Charierr-- . ;  ^nHi-g  tn  noor 

black^ students  confronting  “And  the  doors,  of  eriutancnr  iSfeS  fe”ffkuar  areas: 
armed  police...  .  '  shall,  be  thrown;^*.  The, 

other  universities  are  pre-  result  js  that  at(many,<rf^  SlS22*v lanVoSadwr- 
paring,  themselves . for  similar  •  Historic .  ^ 

canfrontetions,  made  virtually  more  thaii  half  -the  shidaits  ;  _  Govern- 

inevitable  by  the-openaccesr '  are  behM.onth«ir-;fc« 
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campaign  being  waged  by  the 
South  .  African  Students'  Con- 
gress.The  congress  hopes  to 
establish  the  principle  that 
failure  to  pay  university  fees 

-Loll  MVt  ha  n  niflimimt  foocrwi. 


more  than  half  the  'students '  m  - 
are  b^  on  thrir-te  ana.  ■ 

the. .  institutions  are.  running  .xiynt  just jwn  ^ 

deeper  into  debt  ■  :to  the  uniye^teSp^^me 
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failure  to  pay  university  fees  that  the  present  campaign  cainpaten. 

shall  not  be  a  sufficient  reason,  /  could  see  many  <*mem  suit  ;  on.  SS  ml  jmdffl^agTOANC 
to  radudfr  anyone,  from  enter- downfor  tong  penpd^  ^;;  .  ;.  loriks  with'  considerable 

ine  a  university.  The  cam- .  -  Hie  universities  -have. an-  WcJattiieriSig wave 


.  -  'Th*  Crm-  Communist  Party.  This  has  i 


in  support  of  “open  access" 


filad^  Universities,  .  ;whidi  Students’  Congress  fo5 
have ;  the  largest .  number  off  - .  dry  tinder  forme 
^•“tk  students  and  are  also  the ;  ing  to  engulf  campusesngm 
trest  Black  students  have  round  the  , country-  - 

ded  iq  live  in  the  non-  A  gloomy  aiadomc  at  me 
mient  culture  which  afflicts  University  of  ZuMaod  saw 
dt  townships,  where  recent  yesterday:  “We  aj£ .  <xl£  uw 
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:  tended  to.  live  in  the  non- 
Vpayment  culture  which  afflicts 
%lack  townships,  whererecent 


jelr  cour-  aeraanos.  uw 

"the  seems  keen  to  leaw  ti»  P«»- 
finds  the  -lem  with  uimersay  admims- 
gre  ffirebeh-  :  tralors.rather  than  get  into  an 
open  oonfron&tKm.  with  its 
*■  /  own  radlcal  youth  wing, 
bid  at  tiie  It  is  difficult,  however,  to  as 
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how  this  -  position  can  be 
maintained  if.  as.  seems  hkely. 


violent  scenes  spread  across 
the  country's  campuses,. /The 
Government  already  spends 
proportionally  much  more  on 
education  than  do  cnost  outer 
countries  and  it.  has  beat 
catting  back  on  tertiary  educa- 
tibn  expenditure  to.  have  more 
room  for  the  burgeoning 
•  primary  sector. 

Schools  are  also  under  epor- 

mous  pressure,  with  huge 
crowds  of  blade  children  clara- 
.  curing  for  admission  to  over¬ 


crowded  classes.  The  Con¬ 
gress  of  South  African  Stu¬ 
dents  lias  launched  a 
campaign  for  schools  to  be 
fully  integrated  and  m 
PotgiLiersrus,  a  largely  Afri¬ 
kaner  town,  white  parents 
have  physically  barred  the 
way  to  wcsjld-be  black  pupils, 
Both  student  bodies  are 
funded  by  the  Congress  of 
South  African  Trade  Unions, 
all  of  whose  top  leaders  are 

members  of  the  South  African 


Communist  Party.  This  has 
led  some  to  wonder  whether 
the  Communists  are  trying  to 
use  the  explosive  situation  in 
the  schools  and  universities  to 
pressurise  the  Government.  _ 
The  party  remains  commit¬ 
ted  to  a  second-stage  revolu¬ 
tion.  in  which  the  “national 
democracy"  achieved  in  1994 
would  ultimately  give  way  to 
full-blown  socialism.  How¬ 
ever.  the  Communist  Party's 
strategy  is  not  dear  and  it  too 


is  riding  a  tiger,  for  die 
phenomenon  is  simply  the 
enormous  pressure  of  *e 
ever-growing  ranks  of  blacac 
youth,  determined  to  use 
whatever  means  are  to  hand  to 
demand  their  place  in  the  sun. 

No  one  is  able  to  control  this 
large  and  unruly  constituency, 
and  it  remains  to  be  seen  how 
well  the  educational  system 
will  cope  with  the  new  wave  of 
demands  that  it  rannot 
accommodate. 


Pakistan 
threatens 
arms  race 
with  India 

By  Christopher  Thomas 
SOUTH  ASIA  CORRESPONDENT 

PAKISTAN  said  yesterday 
that  it  may  be  forced  to  enter 
an  arms  race  if  India  contin¬ 
ues  its  missile  programnie. 
Islamabad  is  worried  that  the 
Prithvi  missile,  which  India 
has  successfully  test-fired  sev¬ 
eral  times,  will  be  deployed 
along  its  border. 

The  weapon  is  capable  of 
carrying  a  nuclear  warhead 
and  its  deployment  would 
mean  a  big  shift  in  the  military 
balance.  America  has  warned 
India  that  deploying  the  miss¬ 
ile  could  lead  to  an  arms  nice. 
President  Leghari  of  Pakistan 
said  yesterday  his  country 
would  do  whatever  it  could  to 
respond  to  any  deployment 
'The  Prithvi  missile  will 
create  a  very  serious  and  new 
threat  for  Pakistan,"  he  said. 
MWe  can  also  put  in  our  effort 
to  produce  an  indigenous 
missile,  but  we  wish  to  avoid 

:  such  a  race"  . . 

>  India  conducted  what  it  saiu 
:  was  a  successful  test  last 
[  Saturday  of  a  longer-range 
»  version  of  the  Prithvi,  which 
3  the  Defence  Ministry  said 
i.  struck  its  target  155  miles  from 
s  its  east  coast  launch  site. 

,  Mr  Leghari  said  Pakistan 
v  had  yet  to  decide  how  it  would 
n  counter  any  Indian  move  to 
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driving  on  the  correct  side  of  the  road, 

toad  Cor  their  non-interest  m  busmen.  : 

One  cdond,  Zhou^Bwong,  is  to 
Tiave  spept  a  year  at  the  Roy^^olJ^"! 

.  Defence Studies  and  is  seen  lobe  dose 
tn  British  officers. 

Major-General  Liu  Zhenwu,  the  coro- 
inander;  described 

patriotic  “My  great  grandfather,  Chm 
yn^ai;  was  an  officer  m  tife 
DvnastvHunan  army-  HcmgKong  was 

y  the  Qing  anny"  He  added  that  bis 

/would  be  used  for  internal  security 


From  Andrew  Drummond 
IN  BANGKOK 

OFFICIALS  in  Thailand  have 
announced  a  pfen  to  kfrl. 
within  five  years,  up  to  150.000 
stray  dogs  by  poisoning,  in  an 
attempt  to  eradicate  rabies. 

The  proposal,  announced  m 
Bangkok  by  Vijit  Sujaphes, 
the  Deputy  Director  of  the 
Livestock  Development  De¬ 
partment  was  initiated  to 
commemorate  the  fiftieth  an¬ 
niversary  of  King  Bhumipol 
Adulyadej's  accession  to  me 

I  throne.  „  •  . 

i  ir  follows  a  poll  showing 


that  66  per  cent  of  Thais 
support  die  idea  of  disposing 
of  the  strays  —  unusual  in 
Buddhist  Thailand  where  ani¬ 
mals  are  normally  killed  only 
few  their  meat 
The  plan  has.  however, 
already  been  criticised  by  ani- 
nial  welfare  groups.  Sirijak 
Srimuang,  die  president  of  the 
Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Animal  Welfare,  said  it  was 
inappropriate  to  link  the  cam¬ 
paign  with  such  an  auspicious 

occasion.  ,  , 

Three  million  of  the  more 
than  ten  million  dogs-  in 
Thailand  are  estimated  to  be 


strays.  Cities  such  as  Bangkok 
are  plagued  by  packs  of  feral 
strays  who  often  attack  strang¬ 
ers.  Inst  year,  more  titan 
160.000  Thais  sought  rabies 
vaccinations  after  being  bitten 
by  dogs,  at  a  cost  of  more  than 
£5  million.  Rabies  killed  185 
people. 

A  previous  plan  to  stage  a 
boring  fight  involving  Mike 
Tyson  to  mark  the  anniversa¬ 
ry  was  abandoned  two  weeks 
ago  after  there  were  com¬ 
plaints  that  it  was  highly 
inappropriate  to  invite  a  con¬ 
victed  rapist  to  honour  the 
monarch. 


ujuiuci  - - 

start  full  produenon  of_  the 
Prithvi,  which  would  be  "tan¬ 
tamount  to  deployment".  In¬ 
dia  is  developing  a  number  qt 
missiles,  incuding  the  Agru. 
which  has  a  range  of  up  to 
1,500  miles  and  would  be 
capable  of  penetrating  China, 
with  which  India  went  to  war 
in  1962.  Pakistan  is  believed  to 
have  taken  delivery  of  Chi¬ 
nese-made  missiles  but  has 
not  deployed  them. 

India  and  Pakistan  have 

I  fought  three  wars,  two  of  them 

over  the  disputed  region  of 
Kashmir,  which  was  divided 
between  the  two  countries  in 
1947.  India  has  begun  fencing 
the  border,  officially  known  as 
the  line  or  control,  to  try  to  stop 
the  flow  of  guns  from  Pakistan 
to  Muslim  separatists  m  the 
Kashmir  Valley.  Tensions  be¬ 
tween  the  two  countries,  both 
of  which  are  nudear  powers, 
constantly  flare  up. 
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Democrat  win  in 
Oregon  forces 
Republican  shift 

From  Martin  Fletcher  in  Washington 


THE  Democrats  yesterday 
celebrated  victory'  in  a  hotly 
contested  Senate  by-election  in 
Oregon  and  tired  the  result  as 
further  evidence  that  the  Re¬ 
publican  “revolution"  has 
turned  sour. 

Ron  Wyden,  a  congress¬ 
man.  beat  Gordon  Smith,  a 
multimillionaire  Republican 
businessman,  by  a  narrow 
margin  in  the  battle  to  replace 
Bob  Packwood.  the  Republi¬ 
can  senator  forced  to  resign  in 
October  because  of  sexual 
harassment  charges.  He  be¬ 
comes  Oregon's  first  Demo¬ 
cratic  senator  since  1962  and 
cuts  the  Republicans'  Senate 
majority  to  six. 

Mr  Smith  had  distanced 
himself  from  Newt  Gingrich, 
the  unpopular  House  Speak¬ 
er.  but  not  from  Mr  Gingrich's 
agenda,  and  had  sought  to 
portray  Mr  Wyden  as  a  tax- 
and -spend  liberal  and  Wash¬ 
ington  insider.  He  also 
outs  pent  Mr  Wyden  by  rough¬ 
ly  $1  million,  and  ruthlessly 
exploited  his  opponent's  in¬ 
ability  to  name  the  Canadian 
Prime  Minister  or  locate  Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina  on  a  map. 
bur  still  failed  to  prevail. 

Local  issues  played  a  big 
part,  but  Mr  Wyden  insisted 
his  victory  should  send  a 
message  to  the  Republican- 
controlled  Congress.  “This 
race  does  have  national  impli¬ 
cations.  Oregonians  are  say¬ 
ing  that  this  Congress  is  too 
extreme  on  a  number  of  key 
issues.  It  certainly  ought  to  be 
a  wake-up  call  to  Republicans 
on  issues  such  as  the  environ¬ 
ment.  a  woman's  right  to 
choose,  and  putting  sane  bal¬ 
ance  in  the  balanced  budget." 

The  Democrats’  victory 
built  on  their  modest  successes 


in  November's  state  elections 
and  offered  an  auspicious 
start  to  a  year  in  which 
America  will  elect  a  President, 
a  new  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  and  a  third  of  the  Senate. 

A  poll  of  the  Oregon  voters 
showed  *10  percent  blamed  the 
Republicans  for  the  recent 
budget  debacle  that  twice 
closed  the  federal  Government 
and  just  28  per  cent  blamed 
President  Clinton.  Forty-seven 
per  cent  approved  of  Mr 
Clinton's  performance  and 
just  28  per  cent  of  Mr  Ging¬ 
rich's.  Exactly  half  said  that 
they  would  vote  for  Mr  Clin¬ 
ton  this  November  and  just  36 
per  cent  for  Robert  Dole,  the 
Senate  leader  and  the  Republi¬ 
can  frontrunner. 

The  result  compounded  the 
gloom  of  Republicans,  still 
reeling  from  the  collapse  of 
their  efforts  to  force  Mr  Clin¬ 
ton  to  agree  a  seven-year 
balanced-budget  plan  —  the 
centrepiece  of  their  drive  to 
shrink  government — by  shut- 


Packwood:  charged  with 
sexual  harassment 


ting  down  the  federal 
Government 

Facing  a  public  backlash, 
Mr  Gingrich  and  Mr  Dole 
agreed  last  week  to  avoid 
shutdowns  and  let  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  borrow  the  money  it 
needs  to  finance  its  debts, 
providing  Mr  Clinton  accepts 
a  small  “down  payment”  to¬ 
wards  a  balanced  budget 

They  are  now  in  the  midst  of 
what  Dick  Armey,  the  Repub¬ 
lican  House  leader,  calls  a 
“pause"  as  they  regroup  and 
devise  a  strategy  to  advance 
their  goals,  hut  the  freshmen 
feel  their  leaders  let  them 
down  by  allowing  Mr  Clinton 
to  outmaneouvre  them,  and 
then  caving  in. 

“Our  leaders  left  die  table 
and  we  lost  the  battle,”  protest¬ 
ed  Linda  Smith  from  Wash¬ 
ington  State.  “We  didn't  have 
a  Plan  B."  complained  North 
Carolina's  Fred  Heineman. 
Mr  Gingrich  was  “learning 
die  ropes.  We  aren't  as  slick 
and  as  polished  as  some  other 
politicians."  lamented  Steve 
Stockman  of  Texas. 

At  a  meeting  of  freshmen  in 
Baltimore  last  week  there  was 
agreement  that  Mr  Clinton 
had  proved  tougher  than  ex¬ 
pected  and  won  the  public 
relations  war  by  painting  the 
Republicans  as  extremists  and 
himself  as  the  defender  of 
social  programmes.  Mr  Ging- 

Iflce  a  minor  leaguTbaseball 
player  “who  cant  hit  major 
league  pitching". 

Thirteen  months  after  tak¬ 
ing  power  the  Republicans 
unquestionably  have  changed 
the  political  debate,  but  they 
have  enacted  just  two  of  the 
ton  promises  in  their  Contract 
with  America. 


“Magic"  Johnson  playing  in  his  comeback  game 

Star  makes  magic  return 


From  Giles  Whitteu. 

IN  LOS  ANGELES 

TO  A  deafening  and  emotion¬ 
al  ovation,  the  most  famous 
sportsman  to  contract  HIV 
returned  to  professional  bas¬ 
ketball  and  scored  19  points  in 
his  team’s  stylish  victory. 

When  Earvin  “Magic" 
Johnson  was  summoned  off 
the  bench  to  replace  a  Los 
Angeles  Lakers  player  sent  off 


for  a  foul  on  Tuesday  night 
the  Great  Western  Forum 
erupted  fora  foil  minute. 

Since  announcing  in  1991 
that  he  was  HIV-positive,  the 
man  who  reigned  supreme 
over  his  sport  for  much  of  the 
19805  has  lost  lucrative  adver¬ 
tising  contracts  as  companies 
distanced  themselves  from 
the  virus  and  the  self-con¬ 
fessed  promiscuity  that  had 
exposed  him  to  it 


more 


From  Tom  Rhodes  in  Washington 


PRESIDENT  CHIRAC,  who 
starts  a  state  visit  to.  Washing¬ 
ton  today,  is  expected  to  call 
for  a  more,  balanced  Atlantic 
alliance  in  which.  Europe  can 
assume  greater  responsibility 
for  its  own  security. 

In  meetings  with  President 
Clinton  and  during  an  ad¬ 
dress  to  a,  joint  session  o£ 
Congress.  M  Chirac  will 
emphasise  the  importance  of  a 
mature  transatlantic  relation¬ 
ship  as  the  .foundation  of 
global  leadership  in  the  21st 
century.  “The  alliance  is  a 
permanent  cornerstone  of  our 
security,”  M  Chirac  said  in  an 
interview  with  The  Washing¬ 
ton  Post,  yesterday.  “But  its 
military  structure  corresponds 
to  a  time' when  the  world  was 
divided  in  two  and  East  con¬ 
fronted  West  We  need  to 
reflect  on  a  new  vision  that  is 
based  on  a  more  equal  part¬ 
nership.  with  Europe  doing 
more  tor  its  ownsecurity." 

-  The  Frendi  President,  who 
arrived  in  Washington,  soon 
after  announcing  that  France 
had  stopped  its  nuclear  tests  in 
the  South  Pacific,  was  expect¬ 
ed  to  receive  a  particularly 
warm  welcome  in  two  meet¬ 
ings  with  Mr  Clinton  at  the 
White  House. 

America  has  been  pressing 
for  a  signing  later  this  year  of 
a  comprehensive  test  bah  trea¬ 
ty.  M  Chirac,  who  had  defied 
global  protests  and  ordered 
the  resumption  of  nudear 
testing  in  French  Polynesia, 
announced  an  end  to  the  tests 
on  Monday  and  said  France 
would  lead  the  crusade  on  big 
disarmament  issues.  - 

Renewed  French  commit¬ 
ment  to  that  end  has  lent  extra 
importance  to  the  Washington 
visit  during  which  M  Chirac 
will  attend  a  state  dinner  at  the 
White  House  tonight  “We 
warmly  embrace  M  ChiracV 
derision."  a  White  House  offi¬ 


cial  said  yesterday,  “and  that 
wffi.be  reflected  in  his  meet¬ 
ings  with  the  President" 

The  two  men' will- discuss 
plans  fer  tile  summer  meeting 
of  the  Group,  of  Seven 
industrialised  nations  ,  in  Ly¬ 
ons,  the  Bosnian  accord,  and 
bilateral  trade  issues-But  M 
Chirac,  adisripteof  die  Gaulle 
who  aspires  to  play  a  pivotal 
role  in  the  shaping  of  a  new 
world  order  in  the  wake  of  the . 
Cold  War.  will  be  most  eager 
to  rrinforoehis  role  as  interna¬ 
tional  statesman,  while 
emphasising  his  dose  ties  with 
America.  -  ’ 

In  the  newspaper  .interview. 
M  Chirac  said  he.  saw  his 
main  ta^ks  as  promoting 
European  unity,  embracing 
new  democracies  bribe  East 
and  reinforcing  what  he  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  “one  of  the  world's 
oldest  friendships”. -between 
France  and  the  United  States. 

The  critical  test  for  Western 
leaders,  he  said,  would  be  the 
management  of  relations  with 
Russia  and  the  countries  Of  the 
former  Eastern  bloc.  “Nate’s 
enlargement  is  inevitable,  but 
it  poses  a  political  problem 
with  foe  Russians."  M  Chirac 
said.  “We  must  take  oar  time 
and  be  very  diplomatic,  so  we 
do  not-  frighten  or  humEiate 
the  Russians.  And  the  other 
Eastern  countries  realise  tins." 

M  Chirac  may  receive  a 
slightly  cooler  reception  to  his 
address  on  Capitol  H3U.  Cer¬ 
tain  Democrats  have  threat-, 
ened  to  boycott  the  speech 
because  of  the  six  nudear  tests 
conducted  since  last  autumn, 
while  hardline  Republicans 
may  flinch  at  his  message.  M 
Chirac  is  to  urge  Con&ess  to 
avoid  isolationism,  and  mil 
remind  the  Republican 
ify  that  Europe  spends  E20 
lion  a  year  on  foreign  aid. 
three  times  the  amount  ear¬ 
marked  by  America. 


Chimpanzee  infected  with  HIV  loses  resistance  and  develops  Aids 


By  Nigel  Hawkes 
SCIENCE  EDITOR 

A  CHIMPANZEE  infected  with 
HfV  has  developed  symptoms  of 
Aids.  Until  now  it  had  been 
believed  that,  unlike  monkeys, 
chimpanzees  were  resistant  to  the 
syndrome.  The  chimpanzee  in¬ 
volved  was  infected  with  one  strain 


of  HIV  II  years  ago,  a  conference  in 
Washington  was  told  yesterday  by 
Dr  Frauds  Novembre  of  the  Yerkes 
Primate  Research  Centre  at  Emory 
University  in  Atlanta.  Two  years 
later  it  was  injected  with  another 
strain  of  the  virus. 

The  team  was  able  to  show  that 
the  virus  had  entered  the  animal’s 
system.  In  subsequent  years  the 


chimpanzee  showed  a  gradual  de¬ 
cline  in  CD4  immune  system  cells, 
similar  to  that  seen  in  humans 
infected  with  HIV.  The  CD4  count 
is  used  as  a  monitor  of  the  health  of 
tiie  immune  system. 

In  the  chimpanzee,  CD4  counts 
fell  then  rose,  then  fell  again.  Last 
March  the  animal  developed 
chronic  diarrhoea  and  infections 


tha*  ire  the  hallmark  of  Aids.  The 
time  ■'  at  was  taken  for  full  symp¬ 
toms  to  develop  is  not  different 
from  that  in  man,  but  the  hope  that 
chimpanzees  might  provide  dues 
about  preventir-o  the  devefopmerti 
of  the  disease  can  no  longer  be 
sustained..  ‘  •  '  - 

The  conference;  on  retroviruses 
and  opportunistic  infections,  .also 


beard  encouraging  news  about 
Aids.  A  new  drug  called  Crfrovan. 
developed  by  Merck  Sharp  and 
Dohme.  has  shown  the  ability,  in 
conjunction  with  other  drugs,  to 
reduce  the  level  ofHIV  below  the 
detection  threshold.  ■ 

-  In  combination  with  the  drugs.' 
AZT  and  3TC  Grixrvan  redteed  ’ 
HIV  to  undetectable  levels in  86  per 


cent  of  patients  treated  for  at  least 
six  months.  When  it  was  used 
alone.  Cruavan  achieved  the  same 
effect  in  44  per  cent  of  patients.  . 

Crmyan  jus  one  of  a.  new  dass  of 
Aids  drugs  called  protease  mhffii- 
tors.  The  results,  presented  by  Dr 
Roy  Gulick  ofNewYwkTJniverrity 
School  of  Medicine,  have  exrited 
doctors.  :  -  --r 


IMF  loaner  /  r) 
backed  byU  Jfl  *  1 


Clinton 

...  r 

President  Gin- 
ton  has  given  his  uncondition¬ 
al  backing  to  Moscow  over  a 
disputed  loan  of  $9  billion 
from  the  International  Mone¬ 
tary  Fund  •  from  Rhodes 
writes). 

'  The  decision  comes  a  week 
after  the  State  Department 
and  executives  'at  the  IMF 
suggested  die  loan  would  be 
withheld  unless  President 
Ydtsm  were  willing  to  re¬ 
affirm  Russia's'  commitment 
to  economic  reform.  After  a 
meeting  with  Viktor  Cherno¬ 
myrdin.  the  Russian  Prime 
Munster,  at  the  While  House 
tins.wedc.  Mr  Clinton  said  he 
was  convinced  by  assurances 
he  had  received  that  economic 
and  democratic  reforms 
would  continue. 

British  driver 
shot  in  Sarajevo 

Sarajevo:  Gunmen  in  Serb- 
held  areas  of  the  Bosnian 
capital  wounded  a  British 
driver  _and  peppered  another 
Land  Rover  with  bullets.  Nato 
officials  said.  The  inric 
which  occurred  late  on  Tv 
da y  in  flidza,  came  just  48 
hours  after  a  US  Army  officer 
was  grazed  m  the  neck  by  a 
snipert  bullet 
The  unidentified  driver  was 
taken  to  hospital  after  being 
hit  in  the  left  wrist,  but  was 
released  yesterday.  (AP)  ; 

r 

The  man  behind 
Superman  dies 

Los  Angeles:  jerry  Siegel,  the 
creator  of  Superman,  has  died 
aged  81  (Giles  WhifieD  writes). 
Having  dreamed  up  the  idea 
of  “the  Man  of  Steel"  in  1934 
with  a  friend,  Mr  Siegel  was 
fired.,  by  his  publisher  and 
struggled  for  decades  for  roy¬ 
alties  from  bis  indestructible 
creation,  which  earned  nil- 
lions  for  Hollywood.  . 

■  Obituary,  page  11 

Frozen  assets 

Moscow  Russia  has  dosed  its 
,Vostok  Antarcferesearch  sta¬ 
tion.  after  hearty  40  year* 
because;  of  a  lade;  of  money 


9»: 
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The:  base  bad  monitored  the 
ozone-  layer  antT-  long-term 
climatic  changfis^pute^. ' 


Paid  for  Christmas 
with  your  credit  cards? 

Pay  them  off 
with  a  Direct  Line  loan 
and  save  money. 


Paid  for  Christmas  with  your 
plastic?  Well  here’s  a  way  to  setde  your 
credit  card  commitments  for  less. 

Take  out  a  Direct  Line  personal  loan. 
As  you  can  see,  a  Direct  Line  loan  won’.t 
cost  you  as  much  as  a  loan  from  any  of 
the  big  banks  shown  in  the  table  below. 


To  qualify*  you  simply  have  to 
be  a  Direct  Line  customer  or  hold  a 
comprehensive  motor  insurance  policy 
with  any  insurer. 

So,  if  you  want  to  borrow  between 
£1,000  and  £15,000  we’re  waiting  for 
your  call. 


LOANS  OVER  36  MONTHS  WITHOUT  REPAYMENT  PROTECTION 


LENDER 

AMOUNT 

APR% 

36  MONTHLY 

TOTAL 

OF  LOAN 

RBWYMENTS 

PAYABLE 

DIRECT  UNE 

0,000 

I4»9% 

£10239 

£3,693^4 

£6,000 

13.9% 

£202.66 

£7^95.76 

BARCLAYS 

£3j9O0 

17.9% 

£10642 

C3J831.I2 

£AJOOO 

17.9% 

£212.84 

£7,662,24 

£3,000 

tSJB% 

£103.77 

£3.735.72 

£6.000 

14.9% 

£204.98 

£7479^8 

ajm 

1 

£103^6 

£3.71 7 J6 

£6,000 

14*5% 

£203.95 

O342J0 

APffs  correct  at  26/01/96. 

0181  680  9966 

0161  831  9966 

LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


0141  248  9966 


GLASGOW 


CALL  ANYTIME  8am  to  8pm  Monday  to  Friday  and  9am  to  5pm  Saturday.  Please  quote  ref.  TT I 


IMt  leans  proofed  byTHrtefc  UneTSnaoeiai  Services  W  Ste^Ctogow  G2  2BQ.  Leans 

are  awdfabte  from  £f,0OQ  to  £1-5.000.  ;*You  most  to  aged  22  or  on*  fan*  a  negater  Income  pad  have  a  currant 
corapreherishre  mow.Iowrance  pofey)*  Wfe  ratarra  <*»  right  to  dwtine  wiy  app&stion.  Please  not*  Joans  far  hohdaye 
are  repayable  over  not  wore  than:  )2  menths.Repaynie«t»  are  pajaKe.monWy hy  'debit*  APRvaiiw  depeodmg 

on  the  term- atid -amount  at  tte.ftran. -Vftfrxcft  quotations  are  ataJtefife  «**  mptim.  tHreex  Line  ami  the  rad  telephone 
on  wheels  ere  tfte”trarfe  marks  of  Direct  line  Insurance  pfcAftd  wed  witfrdbe  permWon.of  Krect  Uoe  Insurance  P*e* 


FREE 


'.“W"  you  want  io  meet  the  partner 
'  I  of  your  dreams  why  not  take 
■  I  Part  *n  our  new  campaign. 
■JLJL.  Whether  you  are  young  or  old 
you  could  find  the  person  you  have  been 
looking  for  amongst  many  thousands  of 
our  members  throughout  the  country,  all 
seeking  their  special  partner. 

A  friend  who  is  always  there  for  you! 
Someone  who  understands  you.  A  partner 
who  loves  you  and  accepts  you  as 
you  are. 


m 

m 

Here 's  Your  Chance! T. 

Simply  complete  this  qiastiounaire  and 
send  it  to  us  today*.  OrtaB  us  oh 
<01869)324  m; 

Yoju;  will  receive  in  the’  strictest 
confidence,  entirely  free  of  aharge  and 
with noobligatioa:  .■ 

11  The  name  and  brief  description  of 
,  someone  who  could  be  your  perfect 
'.partner.-  ' 

2:-  Onr  co Ion r  brochure  with  lots  of 
tefcumation-about  seeking  a  partner  and 
meeliogpeople. 

3.  .A  copy  of  our  paperback  "AIL  You 
'  Need Is  Love  ",  (RJR.  P.  £3.99) 


\ 


Take  Part  Today!  :  * 

All  the  couples  featured  in  this  advertisement  are  genuine  Dateline  members  who 
have  kindly  given  their  permission  to  let  us  share  with  you  a  snapshot  of  their  own 
success  -  just  a  few  of  the  many  thousands  wbo  have  found-love  and  happiness 
through  Dateline.  Join  them.  .-.Send  in  your  questionnaire  today. 


ir:  ■  y.  " 

Please  complete  in 
block  capitals 

1. Mr O  Mis 0  MsO 
Surname: - : _ 


I’l.f  \M  l:.M  LOSI 
.'  1  IRS)  i  I.\SS  STAMPS 


3.  Your  personal  details 

Height:^  _  _ 


Build:  slight  □  medium  □  large.  □ 
Hair  colour.  _ 


First  Name: 
Address: _ 


Dress/Looks:  casual  □  fashionable  □ 
elegant  □  sporty  □ 

4.  Your  work 

Present  job:  .  _  1  ■-  •_ 


7.  Yotur  .Interests 

□  Wining/Dining  .□  Jazz/Folk  music 

OPubs  •  □  Classical  music 

□  Sports/Keep  fit  Q  Tbeatrc/Aits 

□  PoliticVHistory  □  WatchingTV 

.  □  Reading  .□  Smoking  j 

□•Travelling  ••  •'  □" Astrology ' : 

□  S^ew^/Tecb  □  Children 


PostCode: 


I  am  seriously  interested  In  meeting  tome- 
one  through  Dateline. 


Self-employed  □  employed  □ 
civil  servant  □ manual  worker  □ 
part-time  □  not  working  □ 
unemployed  □  retired  □ 

Education  .  -  - 
O  levels /GCSEs  O  A  levels  □ 
Further  Education  □  University  □ 
Technical  .Qualific^lon  □ 

Other:  . -  _ : _ 


□  CSnema  * '. 

□  Pets/Animals 

□  Pop  music  '•  - 


□  Homemaking 

□  Gardening 

□  Countryside 


1  Personal  Information 
Marital  Status:  Single  □  Divorced  □ 
Widowed  □  Separated  Q 
Religion:^ _ _ 

Age:  _ ' _ 

Place  of  Birth: _ _  ■ 

Do  you  have  children  of  your  own? 
Yes  0  No  □ 

If  yes,  how  many  live  with  you?  — _ 


5.  Your  Personality 

□  Affectionate  D  Fashionable 

□  Serious  □Practical 

□  Considerate  ,  □  Conventional 

□  Shy  □  Reliable 

□  Romantic  □  Adventurous 


8.  Details  of  the  partner  you 
would  like: 

Min.  age:j _ 


6.  How  would  people 
who  know  you  best 
describe  you? 

D  always  ready  for  a  joke 

□  somewhat  dreamy 
D  never  has  problems 

□  takes  life  a  bit  too  seriously 

□  not  easily  upset 

□  always  active 

□  chatty 


Max.  age: 
.max.  _ 


Height  mm._  _ 

Don't  mind  □ 

Marital  states:  Single  □  Divorced  D 
Widowed  □  Separated^  * 
Don’t  mind  □  . 

9.  Which  of  the  three  - 
pictures  do  you  prefer? 
(tick,  the  box) 


Dept  Tns 


U 


j  . 

'  t 
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in 


From  VuythaYapain  Colombo  and  - 
Christopher  Thomas,  south  asm  correspondent 


A  HUGE  lorry  bomb  tore 
apart  the  centre  of  Colombo, 
the  Sri  Lankan  capital,  yester¬ 
day  in  one  of  .the  biggest  at¬ 
tacks  by  the  Tamil  Tigers  in  13 
years  of  civil  war.  At  least  55  , 
people  were  killed,  and  more 
than  1300  injured.  A  radio 
station  put  the  toll  at  91  dead. 

The  bomb  devastated  the 
Central  Bank  of  Sri  Lanka  in 
the  most  affluent  part  of  the  : 
commercial  capital  Authori¬ 
ties  fear  that  a  number  of  . 
people  remain  buried  inside 
die  buildings  which  were  still'  - 
smouldering  last  night  while  .; 
helicopters  ferried  water  ixi  f 
huge  containers  to  pour  nri'- 
flames. 

A  Defence  Ministry,  spokes¬ 
man  said  two  suspected  Tiger 
rebels  had  bsn  arrested.  A 
separate  .statement' said  sec¬ 
urity  forces had  also .  seized 
two  bomb-making  KtSi  two  . 
automatic  rifles  with  ammunir 
aflr>n  and  two  radio  sets,  amf . 
Whad  found  a  disposable  rocket 
launcher  near  |be  scene  . of- the 
'explosion. 

Witnesses  '$aid-  a  ...  Lorry 
stopped  -near '  the  bank  at 
about  10.45am  arid  were  con- 
frtnled  by  security  staff.  Suck-, 
denly-  about  flye. peqpfe 
jumped.out  ofthevehfide  Wim 
guns  “Mazing  arid  exploded 
two  bombs.  Meanwhile,^  the 


trapped  onupper  fioors.lPolice 
said  they  suspected  .the  Liber¬ 
ation  Tigers  .bf  Tamil  Eelam 
were  ,  rfespoisibae  .  for  the, 
bombs.  The  rebdswbredpubt- 
-  less  avenging-  their  humilia¬ 
tion  when  .  thousands  of 
government  •  troops  -drove 
them  outbf  their  stronghoU  in 
Jaffna  City,  on  the  northern 
Jaffna  peninsula,  two  months 
.  ago.  The  Tigers  are  likely  to 
escalate  attacks in  Colombo 
.  and  in  the  govemment-conr 
.  trolled  Eastern  Province  now 

C  Many  are 
■'trs^fpod^e 
have  to  put  out 
■  the  fires  and 
.  ■  ; :  iave  as  many : 


Bank  and  blew  up;. 

Buildings  iri.-the  area,  in- 
duding  the.  l 4-storey  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  Ceyiinco 
Group,  were  engulfed  in 
flames.  Firemen,  and  security 
officials  used  cjnnes  a^.heli- 
copters  to  fescue;  “workers 


that  they  do  -riot  have  a 
;  homeland  to  protect  . 

The  ' .  economic. .  conse- 
..  tjuences  for  Sri  Lanka  will  be 

-  catastrophic,  bofli;  through 

-  direct  l  osses  and  -because  of 
lost  tburism  and  .foreign 

: :  investment  Thedty  centreis 
.  a  duster  of  high-rise,  office 
buildings,  ho^s  Sandbanks, 
and  was  crowded  when  the 
bomb  went  off. 

Witnesses  said  two  accom- 
plices  of  fee.  tarry  tjriver.set 
.  off  explosions!  immediately- 
before .  the  vehide  crashed 
into  the  building,  about  150 
yards  from  the  prpsiddttial 


palace.  .  Presided  Bandara- 
naike  Kumaiaturiga  •  tardy 
uses  the  palace  because  of  its  • 
vulnerability.  She  lives  in  a 
fortified  budding about*  mile 
away,  and  rarely;VE3itupes  out 
because  of  securiljr.  -  '/  :  ; 

Rescue  operations--  were 
hamjtered  "  by  -  'tears/'. 

a  tactic  often  used’byl.ihe 

Tigers  to  Ml  security  forces. 

The -dry's  main  ariny  base, 
which  whs  attacked  by  the 
Tigers  late  last  year,  is  a  few 
hundred  yardsifromlhe  site  of 
; the explosion.  . •  , 

'.-  ■ '  Security  has  been  intense  in 
the  dty  for. several  months 
after  the  biggest  milhaiy  oper¬ 
ation  against  the  Tamil  Tigers 
in  their  Jaffna  redoubt  The 
rebel*  did:  riot  Immediately 
.idniif  respbnsihflity  for;  the 
explosion,  but  itfe  dear  they 
were  behind  it. .  ; . . 

ft  may  be  days  before  the 
number  of.,  dead,  becomes 
r  dear.  The  ipjured  were  taken 
away  in  conveys,  of  buses  to 
nearby  hospitals^  ...  - 
The  ■■  business  ifistnct  /was 

envdoped  m  Haclt  smcfe  as 

-  firefighters  struggled  to  "bring 
several  blazes  under  coptroL 
Flames  raged  in  half  a  dozen 
bail  dings,  presenting  police 
■and  rescuers,  from  getting 
'  through-  The  windows  of  the 
newly  built  39-storey 'World 
Trade:  Centre,  a  symbol  of  Sri 
Lanka’s  economic  aspirations, 
were  smashed.  '  • 

The  building’s  twin  towers. 

.  dominating  the  skylme,  were 
1  still  receiving  finishing  touch¬ 
es  from  builders.  At  least  a- 
dozen  -  higiwise  structures 
were  damaged.  Tbe  Indian 
Overseas.  Bank,  opposite  the 
Central  Bank,  was  among 
those  badly  damaged.  :  -  - 
Witnesses  said  some  of  the 
rebels  inside  the  tony threw  a 
grenade  and  openeo -fire- at- 
security  guards  at  the  Central 
Bank  before  ramming..  Ae 
vehide '  into  ffie  budding.' 
Workers  poured  out  of  the 
office  blocks  after  the  blast, 
.many  in  bloodstained  clothes. 

-  “Many  people’.  _  are  still 
trapped."  ipolice  said  last 
night.  “Vfe  have  to  putppt  the 
.  fires  and  then  try  to  save  as 
•  many  as  possible."  . 

This  is  the  fourth  big  attack 

m  Colombo  since  last  August. 

'demonstrating.,  the  Tigers’ 
ability  to.  strike  almost  at  will.. 
The. Government  ordered  in¬ 
tense  security  at  Colombo 
airport,  which  was  sealed  off 
.  to  most  vehicles,  after  reports 
that  the  Tigers  may  be  plan¬ 
ning  an  attack  there.  Passen¬ 
gers  .are.  required  to  go 
Through  security  before  bong 


Lanka’s  commercial  heart 

Victory  in  Jaffna 
proves  hollow  as 
war  is  widened 


By  Christopher  Thomas 
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No  large  Jump  suras 
to  pay-  No  interest  to 
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A  of  the  Colombo  bomb  is  helped  to  safety  by  a  soldier  yesterday 


THE  Sri  Lankan  Govern¬ 
ment's  strategy  of  bringing 
peace  through  war  was 

wrecked  by  yesterday’s  bomb. 
The  Tamil  Tigers  have  dem¬ 
onstrated  that  they  cannot  be 
defeated  militarily  or  hum¬ 
bled  politically. 

President  Bandaranaike 
Kumaraiunga's  country  is  in 

worse  condition  than  before 

she  launched  a  remarkable 
peace  initiative  last  August, 
when  she  announced  her 
readiness  to  abandon  central 
power  and  turn  the  nation 
into  a  union  of  largely  inde¬ 
pendent  regions.  That  would 
have  allowed  Tamils  to  live  in 
the  north  and  east  of  the 
island  with  constitutionally 
guaranteed  autonomy,  al¬ 
though  the  precise  arrange¬ 
ments  were  fuzzy. 

The  plan  has  stalled  ui 
parliament  because  of  Sinha¬ 
lese  opposition.  It  has  been 
much  modified  in  the  hope  of 
gamering  the  necessary  two- 
thirds  majority,  but  will  have 
lo  be  mauled  to  the  point  of 
becoming  meaningless  before 
it  stands  a  chance  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  passage-  Tamils  see 
that  as  another  betrayal. 

The  Government’s  politico 
initiative  was  combined  with 
an  unprecedented  military  of¬ 
fensive  against  the  Tigers, 
fulminating  two  months  ago 
in  the  capture  of  Jaffna  City, 
capital  of  the  Tamil  Tigers’  de 
facto  homeland  and  tradition¬ 
al  heart  of  Tamil  culture.  It 
has  turned  into  a  disastrous 
victory.  The  loss  of  Jaffna 
humiliated  not  just  the  Tigers 
but  also  the  entire  Tamil 
population  of  Sri  Lanka,  driv¬ 
ing  a  wider  wedge  between 
the  communities. 

The  net  result  of  Mrs 


Kumaraiunga's  failed  policy 
is  dear.  The  epicentre  of  the 
war  has  moved  from  the  re¬ 
mote  and  economically  unim¬ 
portant  Jaffna  peninsula  to 
tbe  capital  and  the  Eastern 
Province,  where  there  are 
many  Tamils  who  can  shield 
the  displaced  Tiger  soldiers. 
The  Sinhalese-Tamfl  ethnic 
divide  has  widened  because 
of  the  displacement  of  350,000 
Jaffna  Tamils,  who  are 
jammed  into  refugee  camps 
or  Forced  to  five  wrath  friends 
and  families. 

They  are  jobless,  homeless, 
poor  and  angry.  They  blame 
their  plight  on  a  Sinhalese 

President  who  offered  hope, 
then  wrecked  their  lives.  The 
capture  of  Jaffna  City  has 
been  so  calamitous  that  the 
Government  refuses  to  allow 
reporters  for  the  international 
press  to  go  there.  That  is 
because  the  cameras  would 
reveal  what  the  Government 
controls:  empty  streets  and 
houses,  schools  without  teach¬ 
ers  or  children,  hospiialswith- 

out  patients,  fields  without 
fanners. 

The  Government  banked 
on  the  Tamils  returning 
home,  but  it  was  a  miscalcula¬ 
tion  and  Jaffna  remains  a 
ghost  town.  The  Tigers  intimi¬ 
dated  the  population  into 
leaving  and  not  going  back. 

Tamil  political  parries  that 
are  cooperating  with  Mrs 
Kumaraiunga's  strategy  have 
not  just  been  marginalised  by 
their  association  with  a  failed 
policy,  they  are  now  all  but 
irrelevant  Only  the  Tamil 
Tigers  can  speak  for  the 
Tamil  community,  which  re¬ 
mains  substantially  under  the 
rebels'  control  in  spite  of  the 
i  loss  of  Jaffna. 
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When  a  case  of  heartburn  must  not  be  ignored 

A  painful  swallow 


BARRETTS  metaplasia  of  the  [r^=^= 
oesophagus  is  unlikely  to  be  the 
subject  of  dinner-party  conver¬ 
sation.  It  is  a  condition  which  is 
little  known,  and  yet  It  affects 
more  than  10  per  cent  of  those 
people  who  have  chronic 
oesophagitis.  Diagnosing  it  ear¬ 
ly  may  wed  be  life-saving. 

Oesophagitis  is  the  inflamma- 
tion  of  the  lining  of  the  bottom  MEI 

end  of  the  oesophagus  (gullet),  Dnri 

and  is  the  result  of  the  reflux  of 

the  add  gastric  contents  on  to  - 

cells  which,  unlike  those  in  the  T 

stomach,  are  not  designed  to  _  ' 

withstand  h.  The  patient  com-  IStUtl 
plains  of  indigestion  in  general  [1=== 
and  in  particular  heartburn, 
often  associated  with  chest  pain.  The 
symptoms  are  made  worse  by  stooping,  or 
even  lying  flat  after  a  heavy  meal,  or  by 
putting  on  so  much  weight  that  the  excess 
abdominal  fat  squeezes  the  stomach  contents 
back  into  the  oesophagus. 

In  those  patients  with  oesophagitis  who 
develop  metaplasia,  chronic  inflammation 
leads  to  a  loss  of  the  type  of  mucosa  (lining) 
usually  found  in  the  oesophagus  and  its 
replacement  by  the  sort  of  reds  which 
normally  line  the  stomach.  The  importance 
of  a  Barrett's  oesophagus  is  that  the  alien 
patches  of  mucosa  can  become  ulcerated, 
which  later  leads  to  scarring  and  constric¬ 
tion.  In  a  few  patients  the  cellular  changes 
may  herald  the  development  of  cancer  of  die 
oesophagus. 

The  introduction  of  Losec  (omeprazole) 
and  more  recently  Zoton  (lansoprazole)  has 
revolutionised  the  treatment  of  persistent 
oesophagitis.  It  dears  the  symptoms,  heals 
the  inflammation,  and  in  some  cases  allows 
the  mucosal  cells  of  a  Barrett's  oesophagus  to 
revert  to  their  normal  structure,  thereby 
removing  the  risk  of  malignancy. 

Dr  Kelvin  Palmer,  a  consultant  physician 


Art  built  on 
the  surgeon’s  knife 

MEMORIAL  service  for 
the  late  Major  Malcolm 
Munthe  was  held  this  week  at 
St  James's  Church.  Piccadilly. 
Major  Munthe  had  a  notable 
record  of  wartime  service  but 
was  later  better  known  for  his 
collection  of  paintings  and 
objets  d'art.  He  was  the  son  of  Axel  Munthe. 
the  doctor  and  author,  whose  autobiography. 
The  Story  of  San  Michele,  became  a 
bestseller.  In  his  early  writing,  he  described 
the  impact  the  introduction  of  surgery  for  the 
treatment  of  appendicitis  had  made  on 
medical  practice.  After  King  Edward  VII  had 
his  appendix  removed,  the  operation  became 
very  fashionable  and  the  young  Dr  Munthe 
profited  horn  this  fashion,  which  enabled 
him  to  indulge  his  taste  for  housebuilding 
and  writing. 

The  art  of  diagnosing  acute  appendicitis 
has  changed  little  in  the  past  90  years.  It  is 
still  mainly  made  on  the  history  and  clinical 
signs,  although  the  classic  picture  is  not 
always  present  The  pain  is  initially  accompa¬ 
nied  by  nausea  and  sometimes  vomiting,  and 
is  central.  Only  later  does  it  shift  to  the  lower 
right  side  of  the  abdomen.  This  area  is  tender 
when  touched  and  there  is  rebound  tender¬ 
ness  —  when  the  pressure  of  the  examining 
hand  is  removed,  the  pain  is  felt  again- 
pressing  mi  the  left-hand  side  of  the  abdomen 
results  in  the  sensation  of  pain  on  the  right 
The  patient  has  a  slight  temperature  and  an 
increase  in  the  white  blood  couhl  Modem 
technology  such  as  ultrasound  is  only  useful 
once  complications,  such  as  peritonitis  or  an 
abscess,  have  developed. 


•"~i|  in  the  gastrointestinal  unit  at  the 
Western  General  Hospital  in 
Edinburgh,  recently  reviewed 
the  treatment  of  oesophagitis  in 
the  journal  Presenter.  The  first 
step  is  to  alter  the  patients’ 
lifestyle  to  persuade  them  to 
lose  weight  and  to  be  careful  of 
their  diet  Chocolate,  fats,  alco- 
hoi  and  coffee  can  all  make 
MEDICAL  heartburn  worse-  Stooping 

pD  re  should  be  avoided  and  the  head 

end  of  the  bed  should  be 

♦ -  propped  up  on  a  couple  of 

Dr  Thomac  brides  using  additional  pillows 

r?  if  f  U  j  can  make  the  situation  worse, 
btuttaiora  If  symptoms  from  the  reflux 
oesophagitis  persist  despite  sim¬ 
ple  precautions,  and  if  there  are 
no  worrying  features,  such  as  the  sudden 
onset  of  indigestion  in  middle  or  older  age  or 
weight  loss,  simple  remedies  such  as  antac¬ 
ids  or  alginates  such  as  Gaviscon  should  be 
used.  If  these  fail  the  H2  antagonists  such  as 
Zantac  or  Tagamet  should  be  prescribed.  If 
they  are  ineffective  the  patient  should  then  be 
investigated  by  endoscopy. 

If  Barrett's  oesophagus  is  found  on 
endoscopy,  regular  biopsies  of  the  affected 
area  are  needed  until  it  dears.  How  often  this 
is  done  depends  on  the  severity  of  the 
changes  in  the  cells.  If  there  is  little  in  the 
way  of  abnormal  cellular  changes,  regular 
annual  checks  with  an  endoscope,  coupled 
with  treatment  with  Losec  or  Zoton.  may  be 
all  that  is  necessary. 

If  the  changes  in  the  cells  are  more  marked 
six-monthly  biopsies  are  called  for  until  they 
have  reverted  to  normal.  In  some  cases, 
surgery  may  be  necessary.  In  China  and 
Japan,  where  oesophageal  surgery  is  very 
advanced,  there  is  sometimes  criticism  of  the 
laisser-faire  way  in  which  we  in  the  West 
have  treated  oesophagitis.  The  long-tom 
effectiveness  of  the  drugs  in  preventing 
malignant  change  has  still  to  be  evaluated 

It’s  all  a  question  of 
timing  your  tablets 

THE  treatment  of  high  blood 
pressure  is  now  becoming  so 
sophisticated  that  the  time 
when  the  tablets  are  taken  is 
increasingly  important.  It  is 
vital  that  there  should  be  a 
high  level  of  effectiveness  of 
any  drug  in  the  early  hours  of 
the  day,  when  most  cardiovascular  Incidents 
occur.  But  if  a  very  high  dose  has  to  be  given 
in  order  to  achieve  a  desirably  long  period  of 
protection,  the  problem  of  hypotension,  too 
low  a  blood  pressure  with  consequent 
dizziness  and  other  side  effects,  may  be  . 
encountered  soon  after  the  pills  have  been  { 
taken. 

Guidelines  are  now  being  agreed  so  that 
the  ability  of  prescribed  drugs  to  achieve  a  24- 
hour  action  can  be  measured  and  recorded 
At  no  time  should  the  effect  of  tiie  drug  be  less 
than  60  per  cent  of  its  peak  effectiveness, 
which  is  usually  soon  after  it  has  been 
swallowed.  Recently  it  has  been  suggested 
that  if  there  is  too  great  a  variation  in  blood 
pressure  levels,  and  therefore  in  the  effective¬ 
ness  of  the  drug  dose  during  die  24  hours,  the 
drug  may  foil  to  prevent  the  complications  of 
blood  pressure. 

One  of  the  problems  of  taking  betablockers 
(drugs  often  used  to  treat  high  blood 
pressure)  at  night,  so  as  to  give  better  cover 
against  heart  complications,  is  that  even  the 
cardios elective  varieties  can  cause  insomnia, 
restlessness  and  vivid  dreams.  Doctors  must 
be  certain  the  dose  of  any  drug  prescribed  is 
adequate;  smaller  doses  often  used  at  the  start 
of  treatment  may  not  give  round-the-clock 
protection. 
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Call  us  today 


For  a  warmer,  quieter,  more 
secure  home 

This  January  is  the  perfect  time 
to  invest  in  the  best.  Because 
you  will  get  an  amazing  30%* 
off  Everest's  complete  range  of 
home  improvement  products. 

No  small  print 

No  catches,  no  strings,  just 
30%*  off  every  order  placed  in 
January  for  all  our  windows, 
doors  and  Roofline  products. 


it  even  applies  to  l 
Hcatlok.  which  saves 
twice  as  much  heat  as  ^ 
regular  double  glazing  and  keeps 
out  all  but  the  most  determined 
of  intruders. 

First  Choice  Finance 

If  you  want  finance,  we 
can  also  help.  We  can  offer 
an  unsecured  finance  facility 
subject  to  status.  Writrcn  details 
are  available  on  request. 


Yon  only  fit  double  glazing  once,  so  fit  the  best  -  Everest. 

*  Off  tin  price.  Nor  to  be  used  id  cuiyuiwonn  wirii  any  other  otfi-r. 

Different  discounts  apply  to  conservatories.  Offer  dose*  31st  January  *96. 


Call  Free  0800  010123 

please  quote  reicrem  e  l  I  BhO? 


rd  Eke  to  save  30%'  off  _ 

replacement  windows,  doow 
and  Roofline  products. 
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UH  Everest  . 

M  FIT  THE  BEST 

Everest  House.  FREEPOST,  CufBey.  Hem  EN6  4YA. 


Money  won’ 
a  new  pair  c 
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Icing’s  . 

Cross  victim  Ron 
Lipsius  tells 
Julia  Llewellyn 
Smith  why  he 
is  bitter  despite 
his  award 


ON  November  18.  1987,  Ron 
Lipsius  was  passing  through 
King's  Cross  Tube  station  on 
the  way  to  a  basketball  game, 
when  he  found  himself  in  hell. 
“The  whole  place  reverberated 
to  the  eerie  moaning  of  people 
crying:  *Oh  God.  oh  God.’ 
There  was  the  crackling,  the 
air  was  super  dry  with  not  a 
drop  of  water  in  it  The  stench 
of  burning  flesh  was  unbeliev¬ 
able.  I  have  never  smelt  any¬ 
thing  so  disgusting.  . 

“I  was  in  some  bizarre 
underground  chamber,  filled 
with  choking  black  smoke  and 
there  was  this  huge  orange 
and  black  fire,  like  ah  entity, 
like  a  monster,  between  the 
wall  and  the  ceiling.  I  thought 
‘Oh  no.  not  now.  not  me.  not 
this  way.'  ” 

Thirty-one  people  died  in 
the  King's  Cross  fire.  Lipsius. 
35,  who  was  bom  in  Manhat¬ 
tan.  survived  to  endure  nearly 
ten  years  of  horrendous  pain, 
operations,  deep  depression 
and  shattered  dreams. 

An  up-and-coming  musi¬ 
cian.  his  hands  were  burnt  so 
badly  as  he  tried  to  protect  his 
face  that  he  had  to  give  up  all 
hopes  of  playing  the  guitar 
professionally.  When  he  does 
play,  his  fingers  bleed.  “I 
would  give  anything  to  have 
had  my  entire  torso  and  my 
legs  destroyed,  instead  of  my 
hands,”  he  says. 


On  Monday,  Lipsius 
was  awarded 
£650,000  in  agreed 
High  Court  dam¬ 
ages.  after  a  protracted  legal 
battle  that  has  left  him  ex¬ 
hausted  and  embittered.  The 
sum  sounds  large,  but  covers 
loss  of  earnings,  suffering  and 
past  and  future  care. 

“London  Transport  has 
shown  no  remorse  and  no 
goodwill, ”  he  says.  "They  have 
been  saying  that  I  should  have 
got  over  my  ordeal  sooner  and 
that  I  would  never  have  made 
it  as  a  professional  musician, 
anyway.  It  doesn't  help  you  get 
to  better  when  you  have  just 
got  away  with  ytair  life  to  find 
yourself  having  to  account  for 
whether  it  was  a  worthwhile 
life.” 

Over  the  years.  London 
Transport  has  refused  to  pay 
for  special  creams,  gloves  or 
for  Lipsius’S  triplet  brothers  to 
fly  to  London.  “We  are  made  of 
the  same  skin  and  bone.  But 
London  Transport  said:  ‘We 
will  only  pay  for  your  mother 
and  father  to  come.’ - 
Lawyers  even  queried  the 
cost  of  the  trousers  that 
lipsius  was  wearing  at  the 
time  of  the  fire.  "They  said: 
‘Can  you  substantiate  the  fact 
that  your  trousers  cost  £50? 
That  is  too  much.’  Well,  they 
were  good-quality  Italian  trou¬ 
sers  and  if  I  hadn't  been 
wearing  them  my  legs  would 
have  been  burnt  to  hdL" 

A  thin,  handsome  man. 
Upsius  is  sitting  in  the  office  of 
his  psychiatrist.  Dr  David 
Sturgeon,  ai  University  Coll- 
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Ron  Lipsius  with  his  daughter  Charlotte:  withoutthe  love  of  huswife  and  dtfldrenltevro^  . 


ege  Hospital,  a  short  walk 
from  King’S  Cross.  Dr  Stur¬ 
geon  was  summoned  to 
Lipsius's  bedside  three  days 
after  the  accident  and  the  men 
have  become  good  friends. 

Lipsius,  whose  fingers  are 
pink,  swollen  and  covered  in 
bandages,  spent  three  months 
in  UCH  and  has 
undergone  18  oper- 
ations.  including 
one  without  gener¬ 
al  anaesthetic.  He  TVor 

faces  at  least  ten 
more.  Until  1993,  Inge 

he  was  having  dai-  AACU5  ■ 

ly  physiotherapy 
sessions,  for  which  5111 

he  needed  to  be  rpmr 

dosed  with  pain- 
killing  drags.  rrnru 

The  lowest  point  gUul 

came  two  months 
after  the  fire,  with  a 
nine-hour  skin  graft  opera¬ 
tion-  Each  hand  was  stitched 
inside  pockets  of  skin  near  the 
groin  and  left  for  three  weeks 
for  the  graft  to  take.  Lipsius 
had  to  be  cut  away  from  his 
body  before  his  fingers  could 
be  separated.  At  one  stage, 
metal  pins  were  inserted  in  his 


‘London 
Transport 
has  never 
shown 
remorse  or 
goodwill’ 


fingers  to  keep  than  straight, 
otherwise  the  tendons  would 
have  shrivelled,  tearing  him 
with  daws.  The'  pain  was  so 
intent  that 'Dr  Sturgeon  had 
to  prescrilie  him  heroin.  ,  . 

Mentally,  the  torture  has 
been  profound,  with  Lipsius 
suffering  terrible  guilt  that  he 
^ was  unable  to  save 
a  friend's  mother 
inn  with  whom  he  was 
travelling.  He  also 
IDOrt  suffered  posMrau- 
malic  stress,  con- 
PVpr  stantly  reliving  his 
three  minutes  in 
im  the  fire.  “It  was  like 
a  video  replaying 
CA  nr  in  my  brain.”  he 
ac  ui  says.  “I  didn't  dare 
go  to  sleep  until  I 
Will  was  totally  ready  to 
^ ^  drop  off,  otherwise 
I  would  be  tortured 
with  flashbacks.”  Dr  Sturgeon 
says:  “Ron  would  be  talking  to 
someone  about  something  en¬ 
tirely  different,  when  he  would 
be  overwhelmed  by  thoughts 
of  the  disaster.  He  was  in  a 
state  of  hyper-arousal  —  on  a 
knife-edge  all  the  time.  Once 
on  the  ward,  somebody 


dropped  a  tray  and  he  nearly: 
hit  die  ceiling.”  .  v  - 

When  the  most  graphic 
symptoms  of  stress  eased. 
Upsius  was  left  with  a  linger¬ 
ing  depression.  "Before  tiie 
fire.  I  had  an  incredible  zest  for 
life.  I  enjoyed  every  minute,  I 
had  ho  worries  about  my 
future.  Now  I  can't  believe 
what  £  have  turned  into.  I  have 
lost  all  my  enthusiasm.  I  don’t 
do  anything.  except  play  foot¬ 
ball  and  God  knows  I  need  to 
tackle  people,  to  scream  and 
yeli.  But  most  of  tiie  time,  I 
wonder  what  the  point  of  life  - 
is.  We  are  all  pushing  and  ' 
shoving  to  get  somewhere, 
and  for  what?” 

He  would,  he  says*  have 
been  suicidal,  without  the  love 
of  his  wife.  Sally,  and  .their 
three  children  —  James,  six, 
Charlotte,  four,  and  Katie, 
one.  “When  Ron  left  hospital, 
he  told  me  that  he  and  Sally 
had  new  priorities  and  wanted 
to  start  a  family  as  soar,  as 
possible.”  says  Dr  Sturgeon.  - 
The  aim  now,  he  says,  is  to 
find  some  new  purpose  in  life. 

“I  need  to  find  something  good 
for  myself.'  as  opposed  in 


thinking;  that  ithe  onfe  Vgopd 
thing  in  life  is  my  children-" 

He  Intends  to  use  some  of  his  t--- 
compensation  money  to  buikbqT- 
a  recording  studio’  in  his**  _ 
basement;  where  he  can  work 
with',  electronic  keyboards. 

"The  jproblem  is  I  need  to  find 
the  motivation,  to  do  that,"  he  - 
says,  dejectedly. 

Lipsius  is  articulate, 
nervous  and  aggres¬ 
sive.  paring  die  room 
when  he  gets  excited 
and.  joking  constantly.  I  re- 
mark  that  hie  has  not  lost  his 
sense  of  humour  and  suddenly 
he  collapases  on  the  couch, 
like  a  punctured  balloon.  "His 
humour  is  very  superficial" 
says  Dr  Sturgeon.  * 

Settling  his  case  may  give 
Lipsius  the  tranquillity  he 
nods  w  make  a  total  recovery. 

“I  didn't  want  to  settle,  my  'm 
sense  of  'fairness  wanted  to 
figlht  it  out  For  the  past  eight 
years  they  have  put  me 
through  this  incredible  ordeal. 

Isn't  it  enough  they  ruined  my 
life  already?  Whatever  they  r 
give  me,  I  can  never  buy  a  new 
pair  of  hands.” 


Do  beta  carotene  pills  actually  threaten  your  health?  Nigel  Hawkes  on  a  disturbing  new  report 


The  vitamin  industry  has 
been  shaken  by  the  re¬ 
sults  of  trials  which  cast 
doubt  on  the  value  of  popping 
pills  to  ward  off  cancer  and 
I  heart  disease. 

The  results  suggest  that 
whatever  magic  fruit  and  veg¬ 
etables  contain,  it  does  not 
reside  in  beta  carotene,  a  plant 
pigment  that  until  now  has 
been  high  on  the  list  of 
“natural"  remedies  against  de¬ 
generative  disease.  Worse  still, 
the  new  results  confirm  find¬ 
ings  made  two  years  ago  that 
had  been  shrugged  off. 

Beta  carotene,  found  in  car¬ 
rots.  green  leafy  vegetables 
and  a  range  of  brightly  col¬ 
oured  fruits,  is  an  antiratidant 
On  the  assumption  that  much 
of  the  damage  underlying 
heart  disease  and  cancer  is 
caused  by  highly  reactive  free 
radicals  generated  in  the  body, 
compounds  that  can  mop 
them  up  should  be  beneficial. 

The  evidence  that  people 
who  eat  more  fruit  and  vegeta¬ 
bles  suffer  fewer  of  these 
diseases  has  been  attributed  to 
the  antioxidants  —  principally 
vitamins  and  beta  carotene  — 
that  they  contain.  To  try  to 
prove  it.  various  trials  were 
launched,  including  the  Beta 
Carotene  and  Retinol  Efficacy 
Trial  (CARET)  which  started 
four  years  ago  in  America¬ 
ns!  idea  was  to  test  whether 
men  at  greater  risk  of  gening 


Vitamin  pill  warning 


Carrots  are  rich  in  beta  carotene  —  but  is  it  beneficial? 


cancer — because  they  smoked 
or  had  been  in  contact  with 
asbestos — would  be  helped  by 
a  combination  of  beta  carotene 
and  vitamin  A  supplements. 
The  trial  was  a  trig  oik, 
involving  18-314  men. 

It  was  stopped  early  after 
results  suggested  that  the  sup¬ 
plements  provided  no  benefit 
and  might  even  increase  the 
risks.  Among  the  group  taking 
the  pills,  cancers  were  28  per 
cent  higher,  and  the  overall 
death  rate  17  per  cent  higher. 
These  results,  though  not  sta¬ 


tistically  significant,  were  cer¬ 
tainly  not  encouraging. 

They  might  have  beat  dis¬ 
missed  as  a  fluke  were  it  not 
for  the  earlier  Finnish  study, 
which  also  showed  an  18  per 
cent  increase  in  lung  cancer 
among  smokers  taking  beta 
carotene.  “Since  the  two  stud¬ 
ies  together  support  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  no  benefit,  and 
suggest  that  there  may  be 
harm,  we  derided  that  it  is 
prudent  to  stop  the  research," 
Professor  Gilbert  Omenn  of 
the  University  of  Washington 


in  Seattle,  the  principal  re¬ 
searcher,  said. 

He  conceded  that  the  results 
were  “troubling"  and  said  he 
had  no  explanation  for  them. 
The  trial  had  cost  $42  rmllion 
(£28  million)  fay  the  time  it  was- 
stopped  on  January  10. 

It  remains  possible  that 
smokers  are  the  wrong 
population  on  which  to 
test  beta  carotene,  but  another 
study  completed  last  year  su^ 
Bests  that  may  hot  be  tiie  case.' 
The  Physician's  Health' Study 
had  spent  12  years  comparing 
three  groups  of  American 
doctors,  given  either  aspirin, 
beta  carotene  or  nothing.  The 
aspirin  arm  .  was  concluded 
early,  on  dear  evidence  of 
benefit;  the  beta  carotene  arm 
showed  no  benefit 
■Taken  together,  these  re¬ 
sults  now  clearly,  tell  us  that 
for  the  general  population  beta 
carotene  is  not  a  magic  bullet 
—  that  taking-beta  carotene  Is 
not  equivalent  to  eating  a  diet 
that  is  rich  in  fruit,  toad 
vegetables."  Professor  Charles 
Hennekens  of  Harvard,  who 
led  the  physicians'  study,  said 
The  results  are  puzzling;1 
because  in  the  CARET  study 
those  participants  who  had  the 


highest  levels  of  beta  carotene  £. 
in  their  blood  at  the  outset  had 
low  rates  of  heart  disease  and 
cancer  in  the  final  analysis, 
regardless  of  whether  they 
took  the.  supplements. 

The  implication,  is  that  beta 
carotene  may  be  a  "marker" 
indicating  that  the  individual 
has  eaten  a  healthy  diet,  which 
would  contain  many  other 
beneficial  nutrients.  . 

But  teasing  out  just  one  of 
them,  is  beginning -to  look 
tricky.  The  organiser  of 
another  trial,  the  Women's 
Antioxidant  Cardiovascular 
Disease  Trial.  Dr  Julie  Burin 
of  Harvard,  said:  “If  you  add 
in  all  the  carotenoids,  and  the 
fibre,  ric . . .  you’ve  got  food." 

In  short  there  may  be  no 
way  of  offsetting  unhealthy 

behaviour  with  a  pill.  This 

would  delight  the  healthy  eat¬ 
ing  fraternity,  but  disappoint 
frte  rest  of  us. 
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Is  this  the 


face  of  an 


innocent 


girl  or  a 
terrorist? 


T 

M^Jon  Berenson  has  been  found 
guilty  of  treason  in  Peru.  Now  her 
despairing  parents  reveal  why 
they  believe  justice  was  not  done 


i  \ 


IT  WAS  supper  time  on  De¬ 
cember  1.  1995  in  the  New 
York  apartment  of  college 
lecturers  Mark  and  Rhoda 
Berenson  when  the  telephone 
rang.  Mrs  Berenson  was 
alone  because  her  husband 
was. in  Boston  at  a  conference. 
Haft  expecting  it  to  be  him. 
she  lifted  the  receiver.  From 
the  end  of  the  line,  however, 
came  a.  woman's  voice:  “Mrs 
Berenson?  This  is  the  State 
Department  in  Washington. 
I'm  afraid  we  have  some" bad 
news  about  your  daughter. 
Lori." 

The  US  State  Department 
official  relayed  that  Lori,  aged 
26,  had  been  arrested  in  Peru 
on  suspicion  of  aiding  a  terror¬ 
ist  plot  to  blow  up  the  parlia¬ 
mentary  building  in  Lima. 
She  had  been  charged  with 
treason. 

So  began,  for  Rhoda  and 
Mark  Berenson.  an  ordeal 
which  has  tested  their  spiritu¬ 
al  and  financial  resources,  has 
taken  them  on  a  fruitless  trip 
to  find  their  daugh¬ 
ter  in  a  prison  in  the 
Andes,  and  has  all 
but  exhausted  their 
belief  in  South 
American  justice. 

On  January  11. 

Lori  was  found 
guilty  and  was 
handed  a  life  sen¬ 
tence  by  a  military 
judge.  As  her  father, 
hit  by  a  despair  that 
most  parents  will 
only  know  in  their- 
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worst  nightmares,  said  this 
week:  “It  is  a  living 
bereavement." 

Lori,  an  energetic,  idealistic 
Tpung  woman,  finished  her 
nafo  years'  studies  at  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Institute  of  Technol¬ 
ogy  to  explore  Central  and 
South  America.  She  had  a 
stint  in  Nicaragua,  then  El 
Salvador,  where  she  was  brief¬ 
ly  married.  Mark  and  Rhoda 
had  brought  up  Lori  and  her 
older  sister  Kathy  to  be  inde¬ 
pendent,  and  though  the 
short-lived  marriage  seemed  a 
waste,  Lori  survived. 


showed  control  the  night  of  the 
State  Department's  call. 
Knowing  that  Mark,  in  Bos¬ 
ton.  would  stay  up  all  night 
with  worry  if  she  broke  the 
news,  she  did  not  tell  him  until 
the  next  morning.  “I  had  a  few 
more  hours  of  freedom,"  he 
said,  "but  then  the  nightmare 
began."  As  soon  as  he  heard 
what  had  happened.  Mark 
flew  down  to  New  York,  then 
to  Lima,  where  he  was  allowed 
to  visit  Lori  m  her  police  cell. 
When  he  returned  to  resume 
charge  of  his  statistics  class  at 
New  York's  Baruch  College. 
Rhoda  replaced  him  in  Lima 
for  ten  days.  The  Bercnsons 
have  been  together  for  more 
than  30  years  (since  Mark  was 
16  and  Rhoda  was  15).  This 
was  the  longest  they  have  been 
apart  since  they  married. 

The  end  of  that  trip  was  a 
low  point.  Rhoda  telephoned 
Mark  in  New  York  with  the 
latest  news  about  Lori.  “You 
mean  she  isn't  coming  back 
with  you?"  Mark  asked. 

Upstairs,  Lori’s 
childhood  toys  lie 
forlornly  in  a  box  in 
her  old  bedroom, 
which  Mark  has 
turned  into  an  of¬ 
fice.  Pictures  of  her 
adorn  a  shelf  in  the 
drawing  room.  In 
one  of  them.  Lori, 
aged  four  or  five,  is 
wearing  the  mili¬ 
tary  boots  and  cap 
which  Mark  used 
-  during  his  spell  of 


She  wrote  wonderful 
letters  home.  They 
bubbled  with  redpes, 
descriptions  of  her 
needlework  and  ethnic  music. 
In  lime  she  headed  for  Peru, 
hoping  to  write  for  a  New 
York  magazine.  With  its  letter 
of  accreditation  she  was 
allowed  in  to  the  parliament 
buildings.  The  letters  home 
continued.  They  read  like  the 
typical  jottings  of  a  liberal, 
brainy  youngster  who  has  sat 
through  the  sort  of  anthropol¬ 
ogy  classes  which  introduce 
American  college  students  to 
an  earnest  socio-babble. 

In  Lima,  however.  Lori  fell 
into  bad  company.  She  was 
introduced  to  a  group  which 
included  leading  members  of 
f»xhe  Tupac  Amaru  Revolution¬ 
ary  Movement.  Lori  may  not 
have  known  that  they  were 
Marxist  hotheads,  bur  the 
Peruvian  secret  police  did  and. 
when  they  discovered  alleged 
plans  for  an  attack  on  the 
Government,  they  swooped. 
Lori,  whose  handwriting  was 
allegedly  found  on  scraps  of 
paper,  was  arrested  by  plain¬ 
clothes  policemen  on  a  crowd¬ 
ed  bus.  At  first  she  thought  it 
was  a  kidnap  attempt,  and 
resisted. 

As  a  bruised  Lori  was 
pushed  into  a  waiting  police 
van.  Mark  and  Rhoda  Beren¬ 
son  were  dining  at  the  Nat¬ 
ional  Arts  Club  in  Manhattan. 
It  pains  Mark  to  think  back  to 
that  night  and  he  has  not 
returned  to  the  club  since. 

Friends  say  that  Rhoda  has 
been  the  strong  one,  keeping  to 
her  phvsics  teaching  commit¬ 
ments 'and  bolstering  Mark 
and  Kaihy.  “I’m  a  controlled 
person."  she  says,  sining  in  the 
drawing  room  of  rhe  fiat 
which  has  been  home  for  more 
than  20  years.  Against  one 
wall  is  the  piano  that  Lori 
played  when  she  was  small. 

.  .as  Rhoda  speaks,  her  eyes 
occasionally  mist  user  and  she 
forgets  the  things  one  does 
when  a  stranger  arrives  - 
turn  on  the  lights,  boil  the 

kettle.  .  , 

Mrs  Berenson  certainly 


National  Service.  “Better  not 
photograph  that  one,"  he  says, 
suddenly  wary  that  the  snap¬ 
shot  might  be  seized  on  by 
Peruvian  media  as  an  indica¬ 
tion  of  an  early  bellicose  bent 
in  Lori. 

The  Peruvian  people  have 
not  warmed  to  her  plight.  To 
understand,  we  should  per¬ 
haps  imagine  that  an  Ameri¬ 
can  has  "been  arrested  for 
alleged  links  with  an  Irish 
terrorist  group.  The  stakes 
were  raised  when  President 
Fujimori  went  on  Peruvian 
television  to  announce  that  the 
police,  in  their  search  for  the 
culprits  of  the  plot  had  caught 
a  “North  Americana".  "Once 
the  president  did  that,  her  fate 
was  probably  sealed."  Rhoda 
says. 

The  Berensons  accept  that 
Lori  was  in  bad  company,  and 
Mark  concedes  that  there  may 
be  a  case  to  answer,  but  their 
complaint  is  with  the  way  it 
has  been  conducted.  The  mili¬ 
tary’  court  which  found  Lori 
guilty  had  no  jury,  and  the 
judge,  in  a  possibly  blatant  act 
of  politicking,  passed  a  sen¬ 
tence  heavier  than  the  prose¬ 
cution  had  called  for.  By  most 
standards  of  justice,  it  was  an 
unsatisfactory  piece  of  work. 

Since  the  sentencing,  Lori 
has  been  moved  to  Yanamayo 
prison  in  Puno.  high  in  the 
mountains  near  Lake  Titicaca. 
Conditions  are  harsh.  New¬ 
comers  must  first  cope  with 
alrrrude  sickness,  then  the 
cold.  There  is  no  heating,  no 
hot  water  —  and  no  glass  in 
some  of  the  windows.  Inmates 
stuff  the  windows  with  bed¬ 
ding.  With  no  cooking  facili¬ 
ties  available,  any  food 
brought  by  outsiders  must  be 
eaten  raw.  Tins  are  out  of  the 
question  —  no  can  openers  or 
knives  are  permitted  —  and 
when  the  Berensons  arrived  at 
the  prison  last  week  with 
provisions,  several  were 
turned  away.  The  metal  tooth¬ 
paste  tube  was  undone,  the 
paste  scraped  into  a  plastic 
bag.  and  the  empty  container 
handed  back  to  Rhoda. 

Red.  green  or  black  clothes 
are  not  allowed  at  Yanamayo. 
for  they  are  considered  rebel 
colours.  When  Lori  arrived 
she  was  dressed  in  thin  sum¬ 
mer  clothes.  Her  parenis  took 
her  warmer  (beige)  clothes,  a 
blanket,  and  are  now  sending 
a  sleeping  bag.  But  they  were 
not  allowed  to  see  her.  The 
commandant  declared  that  he 
was  a  human  being  first,  a 
soldier  second,  but  owing  to 
“regulations",  and  on  account 
of  a" lack  of  written  permission 
from  the  Ministry  of  Justice  in 
Lima,  he  was  unable  to  lei  the 
Berensons  inspect  fheir 
daughter.  Instead,  they  hud  to 


Lori  Berenson  photographed  last  month  under  arrest  at  Lima's  anti-terrorism  unit 


Lori's  mother,  Rhoda  Berenson,  and  (right)  Lori  dancing  with  her  father,  Mark 


communicate  with  Lori  via 
handwritten  notes  which  the 
eommandance  asked  an  inter¬ 
preter  to  translate. 

In  the  early  hours  when 
Mrs  Berenson  has  not  been 
sleeping,  she  has  found  herself 
thinking  back  to  Lori's  yourh. 
trying  to  identify  character- 
forming  moments  when  she 
became  a  sympathiser  of  the 
downtrodden.  There  had  been 
an  incident  in  the  school 
playground  when  eight-year- 
old  Lori  took  the  side  of  an 
unpopular  girl.  She  came 
home  indignant  at  the  unfair- 


‘Once  the 
Peruvian 
President  went 
on  television, 
her  fate  was 
probably 
sealed’ 


ness  of  it  all.  Was  this  the 
incident  which  led  to  her 
championing  of  native  Peruvi¬ 
an  rights,  and  trying  to  sum¬ 
mon  doctors  for  her  fellow 
prisoners  (thus  incurring  the 
further  wrath  of  the  prison 
guards)? 

Lori  was  an  independent 
girl.  Aged  12  she  announced 
dial  she  was  moving  to  Lons 
Island  for  the  summer  to  work 
as  a  live-in  babysitter.  She 
learnt  to  cook  plum  pie.  looked 
after  her  ward,  and  grew  up 
fast.  There  seems  to  have  been 
little  time  for  the  selfish  hedo¬ 
nism  of  youth.  “She  was 
always  busy',  with  not  enough 
time  to  sit  around."  Rhoda 
says.  At  school  she  read  a  lot  — 
Gabriel  Garda  Marquez  and 
Isabel  AJIende  —  and  books 
about  Inca  culture  and  South 
American  traditions. 

There  have  been  telephone 
calls:  nutters  shouting  abuse, 
but  also  supportive  strangers, 
such  as  a  woman  from  Ohio 


who  said  she  was  unable  to 
sleep  ar  night  such  was  her 
worry  about  Lori.  Others  have 
sent  money,  which  the 
Berensons  have  returned.  The 
Internet  has  brought  them  a 
large  e-mail  bag.  and  human 
rights  organisations  telephone 
to” offer  their  help.  “Congress¬ 
man  Joe  Kennedy  called  yes¬ 
terday."  Rhoda  says. 

Utile  things  ser  off  tears. 
Before  she  was  arrested.  Lori 
made  a  tape  of  Peruvian  love 
songs  for  her  father's  birth¬ 
day’  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  police.  Mark  asked  to  be 
allowed  to  make  a  copy,  bur 
rhe  officials  refused.  Before 
going  to  bed  each  night,  he 
now  listens  id  an  earlier  tape 
Lori  made.  He  rations  himself 
to  one  song  a  night.  "It's  all  I 
may  have  for  the  rest  of  my 
life."  he  says. 

Rhcda.  who  disclosed  that 
her  husband  has  moments  of 
'■unrelenting  sadness”, 
described  how  in  the  first  few 
days  she  would  awake  and 
think.  ‘Maybe  all  this  will  go 
away  if  I  stay  under  the  covers 
and  refuse  to  come  out  —  but 
then  you  realise  thai  by  doing 
things,  by  speaking  to  people. 
>ou  are  helping  "  When,  hav¬ 
ing  trekked  all  the  way  up  into 
the  Andes,  they  were  refused 
permission  to  see  Lori,  they 
had  reached  such  a  state  of 
numbness  rnat  they  simply 
shrugged.  There  were  no  tears 
left. 

"It  is  a  Kafka-esque  system. 
Clemency  does  not  seem  to  be 
parr  of  the  vocabulary,  al¬ 
though  repentance-  is.”  Rhoda 
says.'  Both  have  lost  weight, 
and  Mark  is  still  not  able  to 
enjoy  food.  “  I  just  imagine  that 
i  am  eating  for  Lori."  he  says. 

The  legal  prognosis  is  not 
entirely  gloomy.  The  Beren¬ 


sons 1  Manhattan  lawyer, 
Thomas  Nooter,  believes  it 
may  be  possible  to  have  Lori'S 
case  sent  to  a  civilian  court 
Much  may  also  depend  on 
longer-term  political  develop¬ 
ments.  although  for  the  mo¬ 
ment  the  Peruvian  President  is 
no!  budging,  and,  realistically, 
Lori  will  probably  have  long 
enough  in  that  dank  Andean 
cell  to  finish  the  one  book  at 
her  side,  a  Spanish  version  of 
the  Bible. 

“f  am  proud  of  her  strength 
of  conviction,  and  her  determ¬ 
ination  not  to  ask  for  special 
treatment  just  because  she  is 
an  American."  Mark  Beren¬ 


son  says,  “but  I  have  night¬ 
mares  when  1  reach  out  for  her 


and  I  cannot  touch  her.  You 
know,  she  is  a  pacifist.  She 
sometimes  used  to  come  down 
when  1  was  watching  the 
boxing  on  television  and  com¬ 
plain  chat  it  was  too  violent.” 
Before  Lori  was  moved  to 
Yanamayo.  Mark  saw  her  in 
the  prison  in  Lima.  “She 
hugged  me  and  said:  T  always 
wanted  you  to  be  a  grandfa¬ 
ther.  I’m  sorry.'" 


Iwas  making  for  the  door 
when  he  produced  a 
photograph  of  Lori  tak¬ 
en  on  her  last  visit  home 
in  September.  It  was  her 
unde's  fiftieth  birthday,  and 
she  had  been  her  usual  bright 
self.  She  had  gone  shopping, 
and  to  the  cinema.  The  photo¬ 
graph  showed  a  smiling,  self- 
confident  giri.  But  she  was  to 
have  only  another  two  months 
of  that  carefree  existence  be¬ 
fore  the  arrest,  the  prison 
ordeal,  and  the  life  sentence 
which  has  trapped  not  only 
her,  but  has  also  incarcerated 
the  hearts  and  lives  of  her 
parents. 


H 
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Forget  Arnold  Schwarzenegger  or  Gerard  Depardieu, 
France’s  latest  movie  heart-throb  is  the  enfant  terribie 
of  football,  as  Ben  Macintyrc  discovers  .. 


Eric  Cantona  (second  left)  plays  a  young  peasant  in  Le  Bonheur  est  dans  le  pri 


Some  Frenchmen 
dream  of  becoming 
film  stars,  winter  for . 
others  there  could,  be  no 
higher. aspiration  than  per- 
forming.a.  kung-fu  kick. on 
an  English  football  fair-be¬ 
fore  a  Vive  television  audi¬ 
ence.  In  the  space  of  one  year 
Eric  Cantona  has  achieved 
both,  confirming  bis  status 
as  Frances  least  likdy  cul¬ 
tural  icon. 

More  than  half  a  million 
French-,  people  havepaidto  . 
see  the  enfant  terrible  of 
soccer  in  Le  Bonheur  est 
dans  (Happiness  is  in 

die  meadow),  a  Mm  directed 
by  Etienne  ChatOiez,  which 
was  released  last  month  to 
huge  critical  acclaim. 

A  gentle  and  witty  evoca¬ 
tion  of  French  rural  life,  Le 
Bonheur  shot  to '  number 
three  at-  the  French  box 
office,  just  below  the  latest 
Janies  Bond  film  Goldeneye, 
and  has  now  been  nominat¬ 
ed  for  six  awards  by  the 
French  film  industry. 

The  .  film  owes  at  least 
some  of  Its  success  to  the  29- 
year-old  Cantona,  who  plays 
a  muscular  young  peasant 
courting  a  provincial  farm 
gill  His  role  is  largely 
restricted  to  *  sitting  at  a 
:  kitchen  table,  wearing  a  vest, 
looking  .manly  and  passing' 
the  odd  remark  m  his  impen-  S' 
enable  Marseilles  accent.  - 
This  is  not  Oscar  material 
but  its  effect  on  French  . 
cinema  audiences  is  electric 
When  I  watched  the  film 
in  Bordeaux,  the  audience 
did  not  chant  HOoh  aah 
Cantona"  as  they  are  wont  to 
do  at  Okl  TrafibnL  but  that 
was  plainly  what  they  were  - 
dunking  when  a  ripple  of 
applause  ran  round  the  cine¬ 
ma  as  be  filled  the  screen. 

Long  before  he  launched 
himself  feet-first  at  Crystal 


Palace-  supporter  Matthew 
Simmons'  a  year-  ago 
:  earning  <  lhimsdf  an  •'  eight- 
month  .-"suspension  and  the. 
time  ip:  take  up  acting  s 
fianfama-'-had  carved  out  a': 
reptdatian  as  amasrof  many. 

Rimbaud.  Cantona’s  befidv- 
iour.  ou  the  Odd  has  more 
often,  ■  rcsrinbtedthat  -of 
Rambo.  A  poet  amateur 
philosopher,  violinist  ab¬ 
stract  painter  and  artist  of 
the  floating  ball  the  oombi- 


‘French  opinion 
is  obsessed  with, 
arid  sharply 
divided  dyer,  the 
country’s  most 
controversial 
export’ 


nation  of  aesthete  And  thug 
is  one  that  has  earned  him  a 
cult  following  in  his  native 
land:  Yet ■.  French  opinion 
remains  obsessed  with,  and 
sharply  divided  over,  its 
most  controversial  export 
To  his  supporters  Cantona, 
is  a  symbol  of  Gallic  pride,' 
handsome;  aloof,  and  liable, 
like  all  great  French  artists,  ■' 
to  explode  without  warning, 
his  astonishing  ball-control 
bring  commensurate  with 
his  lack  of  self-controL 
Cantona’s  French  detrac¬ 
tors.  however,  regard  him  as 
a  national '  embarrassment, 
less  on  account  of  his  volatile 
temper  than  because  of  his. 
intellectual  pretensions.  As  a 
philosophy  Cantona  is 


hardly  in  foe  premier  league, 
.  despite -a -bestselling  collec¬ 
tion  of  his  musings  that 
•'  includes  sucir  profundities 
-  as: "  Without  spootaneity  you 
can't  succeed"  and  “I  say  to 
myself  that  L’nr  only  passing 
•  through" 

•••  -  Cantona  is  a  regular  target 
..  on  LesGuignols.  the  French 
-equivalent  of  Spitting  Jrn- 
..  .  age,  where  .hie  appears 
dressed  -  as  Picasso  and 
spouting  pseud 6-philosophi 
cal  claptrap.  He  was  brought 
up  in  a  house  converted  from 
a  cave  carved  out  of  the 
.  hillside  at  Cailldls  hear  Mar¬ 
seilles—  and*  there  are  those 
who  consider  him  to  be  a 
Neanderthal  who  has  man¬ 
aged  to  memorise  some  lines 
by  Rilke. 

.  But  the  story  of  Cantona's 
fail  from  grace  -last  year, 
when  he  becanie  ihe  first 
.  .soccer  professional  to  attack 
a  spectator  in  modern  times: 
and  Ins  resurrection  is  an 
odd  mixture  of  melodrama 
and  farce  peculiarly  appeal¬ 
ing  to  French  tastes. 

Indeed,'  foe  plot  of 
Cantona's  personal  odyssey 
is  mirrored  by  that  of  Le 
Bonheur  est  danstepri. The 
:  fihn  tells  the  stray  of  a 
stressed  and  manic  rity  busi¬ 
nessman  who  finds  bliss 
when  tae  takes  dn  foe  identity 
of  soother  ubm  (along  with 
-  his  wife,  Ins  two  daughters 
r  aod  hi vs  foie  grits  farm)  deep 
m  the  French  countryside. 

Cantona's  allure  lies  in  his 
talent  for  the  unanticipated, 
leaving  the  impression  that 
he  has  very  tittle  notion  of 
what  he  might  do  next  Any¬ 
thing  seems  possible;  from  a 
career  in  French  politics  to 
performance  art  to  grievous 
bodily  harm. 

As  Rimbaud  once  wrote: 
"He  has.  perhaps,  the  secret 
for  changing  life." 


A  new  Motorola 
phone  with  change 
from  one  pound. 


TRUST  CELLPHONES  DIRECT 
TO  LEAD  THE  WAV'  THE  FAMOUS 
MOTOROLA  MICRO  TAC  DUO  TUP 
PHONE  FOR  LESS  THAN  A  POUND. 
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The  open 
society  and 
its  enemy 

Bernard  Connolly  explains  why 
the  Commission  sacked  him 


Five  months  ago.  The 
Times  serialised  extracts 
from  my  book  The  Rot¬ 
ten  Heart  of  Europe,  which 
showed  how  Europe  was  be¬ 
ing  made  into  the  low-growth, 
high-unemployment  centre  of 
the  world.  The  economy  of 
every  member  state  has  been 
ravaged  by  the  imposition  of  a 
false  economic  theory  in  pur¬ 
suit  of  a  political  end  The 
maleficent  mechanism  was 
first  the  ERM:  now.  it  is 
supplemented  by  Maastricht 
planning  blight  The  result 
can  only  be  a  worsening  of 
economic  performance,  a  de¬ 
cline  in  political  legitimacy 
and  a  serious  risk  of  a  fractur¬ 
ing  of  the  European  Union. 

The  day  the  first  extract 
from  my  book  appeared,  my 
then  employer,  the  European 
Commission,  made  it  dear 
that  it  saw  no  place  in  the 
institution  for  someone  who 
felt  the  fears  I  had  expressed. 
And  it  allowed  a  smear  cam¬ 
paign  against  my  character. 
Today,  a  decision  has  been 
implemented  to  sack  me  from 
my  job  as  head  of  the  unit 
monitoring  the  European 
monetary  system. 

In  the  interim,  the  Commis¬ 
sion  has  subjected  me  to 
treatment  that  it  has  in  the 
past  reserved  —  as  far  as 

anyone  knew’  —  _ 

only  for  officials 
suspected  of  serious  DOU 

criminal  offences. 

Had  I  perhaps  been  Clear 

guilty  not  only  of  the 

“eocentridty"  (and  1IUI 

worse)  of  which  1  weld 

was  accused,  but 

also  of  a  political  in  El 

“crime"? 

My  offence,  it  ~~~ 

seems,  was  to  get  things  right, 
as  the  events  of  the  past  Tew 
months  have  amply  shown. 
Getting  it  right,  particularly  in 
advance  of  developments,  re¬ 
quires  analysis.  Yet  as  I  wrote, 
open-eyed,  in  the  last  sentence 
of  my  book,  analysis  is  regard¬ 
ed  in  a  closed  society  as 
dissent,  and  dissent  cannot  be 
tolerated.  The  Commission,  in 
its  formal  statement  of  the 
reasons  for  sacking  me,  stress¬ 
es  that  l  had  previously  been 
refused  permission  to  publish 
theoretical  articles.  The  prob¬ 
lem  with  these,  apparently, 
was  that  like  my  book,  they 
made  economic  points  that 
might  have  raised  questions 
about  the  adequacy  of  the 
Commission's  analysis. 

For  some  years,  the  so-called 
single  currency  project  in 
Europe  has  been  in  a  state  of 
what  George  Soros,  a  passion¬ 
ate  defender  of  open  societies, 
has  called  a  static  disequilibri¬ 
um.  As  Soros  argued,  static 
disequilibrium  is  possible  only 
in  a  dosed  society,  one  in 
which  the  gap  between  percep¬ 
tion  and  reality  is  masked  by 
the  imposition  of  an  official 
myth.  When  the  myth  begins 
to  be  questioned,  the  dosed 
society  begins  to  break  down 
and  static  disequilibrium  be¬ 
comes  transformed,  as  in  East¬ 
ern  Europe  in  1989,  into 
dynamic  disequilibrium:  then 
rapid  change  becomes  pos¬ 
sible.  In  most  respects,  the 
countries  of  Western  Europe 
are  open  sodeties.  but  where 
the  single  currency  is  con¬ 
cerned.  the  gulf  between  offi¬ 
cial  perception  and  reality, 
and  between  popular  wishes 
and  political  will,  is  huge. 

The  past  few  weeks  have 


Doubters 
clearly  are 
not  to  be 
welcomed 
in  Europe 
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seen  an  explosion  of  comment 
in  practically  every  EU  coun¬ 
try,  from  politicians,  bankers, 
academics  and  industrialists, 
on  the  impractical  ity  and  dan- 
gas  of  the  Maastricht  process. 
Are  we  now  seeing  in  Western 
Europe  the  beginnings  of  an 
awakening  on  monetary  is¬ 
sues  to  match  the  earlier 
political  awakening  to  the 
East? 

Unfortunately,  my  sacking 
gives  no  encouragement  to 
those  who  hope  for  greater 
openness  and  realism  on  Eur¬ 
opean  monetary  issues.  The 
Commission’s  regulations  en¬ 
join  officials  to  defend  the  EU^ 
interests.  But  how  can  those 
interests  be  defended  except  by 
seeking  to  narrow  the  gap 
between  perception  and  reali¬ 
ty?  The  perception  of  the  single 
currency,  recently  reiterated 
by  Jacques  Santer.  is  that  it  is 
an  economic  instrument  the 
purpose  of  which  is  to  improve 
employment  prospects.  But  for 
Jacques  Delors.  as  he  has 
recently  reaffirmed,  the  single 
currency  is  instead  a  means  of 
bringing  about  political  union. 
The  reality  is  that  using  an 
economic  instrument  to  pur¬ 
sue  a  political  aim  divides  the 
employed  from  the  unem¬ 
ployed.  the  rich  from  the  poor, 
whether  as  individuals  or  as 

_  nations.  It  puts  die  , 

underlying  objec-  * 
bters  lives  of  the  EU  at 

risk,  and  threatens 
y  are  rts  very  survival  as  a 

_  u.  meaningful  entity. 

u  ^  The  dangers  are 
,med  111051  obvious  on  the 

economic  side— but 
TOpe  there  are  political 

_  risks  too.  The  econo- 

,  my,  like  political  so¬ 

ciety,  is  an  organism,  not  a 
machine,  and  perception  and 
reality  can  react  in  potentially 
destabilising  ways.  The  conti¬ 
nental  perception  of  political 
helplessness  in  the  face  of  ris¬ 
ing  unemployment  and  crum¬ 
bling  welfare  systems  may.  if 
nothing  happens  to  change  it, 
lead  not  only  to  self-feeding 
economic  gloom  but  also  to 
political  despair.  That  is  what 
Martine  Aubry.  daughter  of 
Jacques  Delors.  means  in 
France  when  she  says  that  the 
single  currency  is  not  worth 
the  destruction  of  a  country. 
And  those  are  the  dangers  that 
prompted  the  leader  of  the 
German  Social  Democrats, 
Oskar  Lafontaine,  to  warn 
that  if  unemployment  worsens 
inexorably  then  the  conditions 
for  a  revival  of  Fascism  could 
be  created. 

It  is  crucially  important 
that  the  glimmerings  of 
political  realism  on  the 
Continent,  as  yet  seen  only  on 
the  fringes  of  power  in  the  key 
countries,  penetrate  to  the 
core.  If  they  do  not,  then  not 
only  the  “hand  core"  but  the 
whole  of  Western  Europe  will 
find  it  hard  not  to  sink  further 
into  an  economic  mire  and  a 
period  or  political  resentment 
within  and  between  countries. 
That  is  what  I  warned  five 
months  ago.  Today,  the  warn¬ 
ing  must  be  even  more  urgent 
Time  is  now  short  for  Europe 
—  not  to  create  the  single 
currency  (which  would  divide 
Europe  rather  than  unite  it) 
but  to  restore  economic  dyna¬ 
mism  and  preserve  political 
harmony  by  elevating  eco¬ 
nomic  reasoning  above  polit¬ 
ical  will. 


Close-knit 

—  butdoes 

it  unravel? 

Michael  Gove  on 

two  neW  tracts 

. 1  :  1  „  “  - — ,  ■  — 

for  the  times 


■-_(  ■  1  ^be  battieground- between  Tory 
.  .1  ’  and  Labour  may  now  look  so 
-L  arid  dial  do itew  ideas  can  take 
root  ;  yet  tins  week  has  seen  the 
pobficatipn  of  two  'pamphlets  by 
-  adversaries '  vd»  werL~6nce  allies, 
winch  show  that  original  thinkers 
hawfhqt  deserted  poEbc£- ■ ' 


oncetiieJacobandEsauoftiieRi^rt. 
In  the  1960s.  Gray,  a,  hirsute  Geordk. 
articulated  frozn  Oxford  the  case  for 
Thatcher  ,  as  innovator  and  liberator. 
Scruton,  a  polished  salon  Conserva¬ 
tive  'and. ‘country  cousin  of.  Cam- 

ism.  In  the  1990s,  ftey  nresedt  rival. 


*  One  pint  and  three  straws,  please. . . v 

Be  a  hare,  not  a  hippo 


I  was  present  at  the  birth  of 
tiie  word  “unbundling".  In 
1989.  Sir  James  Goldsmith, 
Kerry  Packer  and  Lord  Roth¬ 
schild  made  a  bid  for  BAT;  it  was 
then  the  largest  bid  ever  made  for  a 
British  company,  and  may  still  be  so. 
I  was  a  non-executive  director  of 
the  Rothschild  board  and  was  asked 
to  write  a  note  outlining  my  view 
of  the  bid  strategy.  I  concentrated  on 
the  theme  of  releasing  value  by 
breaking  up  a  conglomerate  into  its 
constituent  parts;  I  used  the  clumsy 
word  “disaggregation"  Sir  James 
changed  that  to  the  more  domestic 
word  “unbundling",  which  has  been 
used  ever  since-  The  bid  foiled, 
mainly  because  of  regulatory  insur¬ 
ance  problems  in  California,  but 
partly  also  because  BAT  did  some 
unbundling  of  its  own. 

Although  the  bid  foiled,  i  still  think 
it  was  for-sighted.  Even  in  the  late 
1980s,  when  conglomerates  were 
much  more  fashionable,  this  bid 
foresaw  that  they  reduced  values,  for 
two  reasons.  The  first  is  that  top 
inanagement  is  bound  to  lack  special¬ 
ist  knowledge  of  the  individual 
businesses,  even  if  it  is  a  strong 
management  in  more  general  terms. 
The  second  is  that  investors  prefer 
well-defined  investments,  so  that  they 
can  choose  the  industrial  sectors  in 
which  to  place  their  funds.  The  more 
professional  fund  management  be¬ 
comes,  the  greater  the  weight  of  this 
requirement 

Last  month  saw  two  City  deri¬ 
sions  which  point  in  opposite  direc¬ 
tions.  Fund  managers  derided  to 
accept  the  Granada  bid  for  Forte, 
which,  whatever  rise  it  did,  undoubt¬ 
edly  raised  the  degree  to  which 
Granada  is  a  conglomerate.  And 
Lord  Hanson,  himself  the  most 
successful  builder  of  a  large  British 
conglomerate  since  the  war.  derided 
to  unbundle  Hanson  into  four  sepa¬ 
rate  operating  groups. 

The  Hanson  share  price  in  recent 
years  shows  what  the  market  view 
of  conglomerates  really  is.  Since 
the  beginning  of  1990,  the  price  of 
Hanson  has  underperformed  the 
market  by  more  than  a  third;  since 
the  beginning  of  199S,  it  has  under¬ 
performed  by  about  a  quarter.  The 
market  recognises  that  Hanson  is 
extremely  good  at  controlling  costs, 
but  did  not  see  a  good  growth 
prospect.  Another  big  bid  might  have 
given  Hanson  a  final  once-fbr-all 
lift,  but  no  such  big  opportunity 
appeared.  The  strategy  of  split- 


Hanson’s  unbundling  is  welcome  at  ; 
a  time  when  the  City  of  London  is  ■ 
becoming  isolated  and  distrusted 


ting  up  the  conglomerate  should 
therefore  be  welcomed,  despite  the 
initially  cool  market  reaction.  Gran¬ 
ada  has  swallowed  the  opposite  pol¬ 
icy;  it  is  still  in  the  bundling  stage. 
So  for.  the  Granada  share  price  has 
held  up  well,  but  these  are  very 
early  days. 

The  normal  pattern  for  conglomer¬ 
ates  shows  a  reasonable  share  per¬ 
formance  during  the  acquisition  per¬ 
iod.  followed  by  underperformance 
relative  to  the  market  once  the  initial 
benefits  have  been  absorbed.  Surveys 
show  that  at  least  50  per  cent  of 
hostile  bids  prove  disappointing 

for  the  shareholders  _ 

of  the  acquiring  _ 

“S&Kdhas  Wtl 

reduced  the  tele- 
vision  proportion  of  LJ  #  j\*> 
Granada’S  profits.  JL\.VVO~ 
Indeed  one  erf  the  . 
fascinating  ques-  — 

tions  Is  wfry  Gerry 
Robinson  derided  to  shift  the  empha¬ 
sis  of  his  company  away  from  tele¬ 
vision  arid  towards  catering.  In  the 
City,  television  earnings  are  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  of  better  quality  than 
catering.  Granada  is  partly  a  media 
and  partly  a  leisure  company,  but  the 
market  currently  values  mafia  earn¬ 
ings  at  a  third  more  than  earnings 
from  leisure  and  hotels.  Gerry  Robin¬ 
son  derided  to  lower  the.  average 
quality  of  Granada’s  earnings,  as  the 
City  sees  them. 


Thai  derision  looks  all  the 
stranger  when  Granada  was 
actually  thinking  of  bid¬ 
ding  for  Pearson,  a  very 
high-quality  media  company  indeed, 
winch  owns  the  Financial  Times  as 
well  as  other  publishing  and  tele¬ 
vision  assets.  One  press  report  sug¬ 
gests  that  Granada  was  prepared  to 
offer  900p  a  share  for  Pearson,  as 
against  a  recent  price  of  around  650p. 
Such  a  bid  would  not  have  unbun¬ 
dled  Granada  itself,  but.  if  successful, 
would  have  created  a  very  powerful 
media  company,  a  for  better  business 
than  is  Body  to  emerge  from  the 
Forte  bkL  Oik  can  only  assume  that 


Granada  derided  that  Forte,  though 
a  much  less  attractive  target,  would 
be  easier  to  win.  It  was  a  derision  to 
go  for  second  best 

The  big  fund  managers,  and 
particularly  Mercury  Asset  Manage¬ 
ment.  which  derided  the  Forte  out¬ 
come.  also  have  difficult  strategic 
problems  to  settle.  In  1979.  Sieg- 
mund  Warburg  thought  so  little  of 
Mercury  Asset  Management  that  he 
told  POter  Stormanth  Darting,.  “Now, 
Peter,  you  are  the  chairman  of  tins 
business.  Your  first  job  is  to  get 
rid  of  .  it."  It  is  now  the  largest 
fund  management  company  in  Lon- 
’  ’•  don,  with  more 

tiian£70  billion  uiar 
"  _ .  der  -  management 

f/lffl  .  .  Relative  to  their  do-- 
I  -  .  mestic:  economies, 

I  A  /1/rsr  that  is  considerably 

VlxJxjL  larger  than  Fidelity  - 

OO  winch,  with  more 

•'  —  than  $400  billion,  is 

the  largest  ,  fund 
manager  in  the  United  States. : 

Fidelity  knows  the  problem  of  size, 
of  being  too  large  for  comfort  Its  top 
management  has  just  imposed  new. 
more  restrictive  and  conservative 
guidelines  upon  its  fund  managers, 
who,  as  at  Mercury  Asset  Manage¬ 
ment.  have  enjoyed  considerable 
freedom.  The  problems  of  size 

indude  the  control  of  fund  managers, 
the  inability  to  outperform  a  market 
in  which  one  is  too  large  a  part  of  the 
market,  and  the  shortage  of  liquidity 
when  one's  average  investment  be¬ 
comes  too  large.  A  small  fund 
manager  has  the  mobility  of  small 
size;  the  hare  is  nimbler  than  the 
hippopotamus.  The  small  top  man- 
aganent  can  be  in  daily  personal  con¬ 
tact  with  all  the  individual  managers, 
the  holdings  are  small  enough  to  be 
realised  quickly  without  unduly  mov¬ 
ing  the  market,  investments  can  use¬ 
fully  be  made  in  small  and  medium., 
companies.  Even  when  a  very  large 
fund  manager  does  take  a  profit  as 
with.  Forte,  that  has  little  effect  on 
overall -performance,  though  it  may 
be  significant  for  individual  manag¬ 
ers’ bonuses. 

The  smaller  the  fund,  the  easier  iris 


>  toopeirate.  Regulatory  costs  make  the 
overheads  of  small  foods  in  London 
too  high,  but  even  so  the  optimum 
sire  for  potential  performance  is  quite 
low,  The  big  foods- subdivide  invest¬ 
ment  decision-making,  but  that  has . 

-  its  problems  too.  The  market  will 
look -at  the  total  stake  of  a  food 
'management  company,  not  at  the. 

individual  managers’  holding  of  par¬ 
ticular  shares;  -  - 

There  is  a  further  difficulty.  A  large 
numbeif  of  pension  funds  belong  to- 
companies  which  are  themselves 
potential  fad  targets,,  now  or  in  the 
future.  Whatever  the  City  thinks,  the 
boards  erf  these  companies  regard 
aggressive  bids  as  acts  of  war.  A  very 
large  fund  manager,  which  buildsup 
large  stakes  in  potential  bid  targets, 
can  therefore  be  seen,  not  unreason¬ 
ably,  as  attacking  its  own  actual  or 
potential  customers.  If  one’s  custom- 

-  ers  regard  one  as  an  enemy,  that  is  a 
commercial  handicap.  . 

\  A  s  a  whole,  the  City  under- 
71  rates  the  eximt  to  whkfo  itisc 
/  V.  regarded  as  the  enemy  rath- . 
JL  JLer  than  the  ally  of  Brftish. 
business.  During  the  boom  of  the 
1980s,  some  banks  were  quite  reck¬ 
less  in  financing  hostile  bids  for  their 
own  customers.  During  the  recession 
of  the  early  1990s.  some  banks 
withdrew  loans  quite  ruthlessly  from 
businesses  that  might  otherwise  have 
survived.  City  fees  are  seen  as. 
extortionate,  and  inordinate  bonuses 
are  believed  to  be.  an  incentive  to 
irresponsible  speculation.  Large  bo¬ 
nuses  must  indeed  have  played  their 
part  in  the  collapse  ofl&rings.  Now' 
many  ordinary  directors  of  nan- 
financial  companies  see  the  Granada 
Forte  ted  as  the  sign  of  a  return  to  the 
speculative  excesses  of  the  1980s. 

There  has  been  some  response. 
The  clearing  banks  are  genuinely 
concerned  to  avoid  the  mistakes 
of  the  last  boon  and  bust  in  bush 
ness  loans.  Fidelity  has  reined  in 
fts  fond  managers,  and  I  suspect 
Mercury  Asset  Management  wifi, 
have  to  do  the  same."  The  Fbrte  bid 
demonstrated  that  big  stakes  can  put  - 
even  very  forge  companies  into  play, 
and  these  big  stakes  will  have  to  be 
reviewed.  Lord  Hanson  has  shown 
that  good  conglomerates  can  unbun¬ 
dle  themselves.  I  hope  that  official 
policy  will  move  towards  encourag¬ 
ing  individual  rather  than  institu¬ 
tional  saving.  Yet  despite  a  few  good 
signs,  the  Crty  is  pH  ‘the  edge  of  tip 
distrust  and  isolation  it  cannot  afford. 


rather  than  mmpfeiinentfoy  ■views'' of 
tire  condition  off  Britain.- - 
, .  In  After  Social.  Democracy  , 
(Demos,  £535).  Gray,  the  repentant 
neo-liberal  who  is  now  happier  with- 
pew  Labour,  provides  Intellectual 
props  for  Blainte  insights.  Scruton;. . 
m  The  Conservative  idea  of.  Com?- 
munity  (Conservative  2000.  Founda¬ 
tion*  ;•£$"  tries  ti  :}efesh  "  Toy.  , 
party -adjusting  to  a  riew  empMJjfc 
on  social  issues  by  reconnecting^-:1 
wi&  its  roots.' Bom  attempt  to  drift 
with  the  challeige-posed  to  received- 
,  wisdom  on  -Left-,  and  Right  from.  - 

(TOTirinmitamnni'cm  — -tile  modish 

Americancieedwhichstresses  aban¬ 
doned  responsibilities  .rafter  than, 
assferted  rights.  ” 

Grayis  aftogrthermore-impressed 
;  by  connnunjtarianism  dum  Bcruton. 
Blair  uses  “community”  in  his 
speeches  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a 
■Keith  Floyd  adding  wine  in  a  casse¬ 
role,  providing  a  sophisticated  fla- 
vour  and  disguising  the  lack  of  beef. 

■  Gray  provides  an  interpretation  of 
cnmmnnitariaxrism  winch  he  hopes 
could  frame  a  Blair  government's 
approach  to  policy  questions  as  yet 
unresolved.  Unfortunately  for  Lab¬ 
our.  he  proves  a  far  better  critic  than 
prophet  -  •  v’-:  . 

,  Tbereran  beitoturnmg  backtoflie 
-  old-style  postwar  ..social  democratic 
;  consensus.  Gray,  points  out  the 
.^icy  nf  HMvmd~nianflp»nKOL  fall 
employment  and  ration  privileges, 
titet  sustained  ft, bave  been  rendered 
redundant  by.tbe  competitive  power 
<rf  cheap  labour  in  states  emerging 
from  communism  and  by  the  fidde- 
ness  of  international  capital. 

He  then,  turns  his  powerful  critical 
L  tools  to  undennming  other  models 
fashionable  an  the  Left.  One  Nation 
,  rhetoric  -^now.riieeki^pprppriat- 
.  edl^Blaft^iSi-aidcpktedifcy  Gray, 
also  hopdessiy  nostalgic.  He  believes 
the  stable  institutions,  notions  of 
deference  axvd  noblesse  oblige  which, 
might  Have  sustained  it  were  Wow^k 
away  byttemarket-driven  tneritdS7 
racy  of  Thatcherism,  He  is  equally ' 
dismissive  of  attempts  to  transplant 
foreign  models  here,  in  particular  the 
"Rhine  model"  of  consensual  capital¬ 
ism,  favoured  by  evangelists  for 
stakeholding  such  as  Will  Hutton. 

G  ray  also  warns  against  imi¬ 
tating'  the  capitalism  of  the 
tiger  eccmonties  in  fire  East, 
bitift  an  tradftfons  add  compromises 
alien,  to  British  society.  He  then  feels 
compelled  to  offer  his  own  utopia, 
which  be  calls  "liberal  communitari- 
anism".  The  great  charm  of  this 
phrase  is  its  meaninglessness.  It 
tantafisingly  suggests  aphflosqphy 
that  combines  fire  freedoms  of  liberal¬ 
ism  with  fire  security  erf  community, 
but  Grays  confidence  seems  to  desert 
him  as  he  spells  out  what  it  means.  It 
anxwnts  to  a  faith  irrfire  common  life,' 
as  against  possessive  individualism, 
and  a  relativism  which  retreats  from 
proclaiming  universal  values.  Gray 
suggests  it  is  up  to  different  commu¬ 
nities  to  abide  by  their  own  “norms  of 


More  receptive 


THE  PICKLE  in  which  the  Royal 
Family  currently  finds  itself  con¬ 
cerning  mobile  phones  is  not  con¬ 
fined  to  Sandringham  and  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh's  call  to  a 
“horsey"  woman.  There  are  diffi¬ 
culties.  too,  at  Balmoral. 

The  problem  is  poor  reception. 
Her  Majesty  and  the  Duke  of 
Edinburgh  aren't  getting  the  cellu¬ 
lar  transmission  ra  which  they  are 
accustomed.  Matters  came  to  a 
head  recently  when  the  Balmoral 
estate  office  reported  the  problem 
ra  Vodafone.  “We  were  ap¬ 
proached."  confirms  the  company. 
“We  have  been  in  contact  with  the 
Balmoral  estate  office." 

A  Vodafone  van  whisked  up  to 

Balmoral  quicker  than  a  royal 
corgi  after  dioccy-drops  and  there 
were  hopes  in  court  circles  that  the 
problem  would  be  solved  by  a 
transmission  mast  being  buih  on 
the  estate.  Her  Majesty  was  all  for 
the  new  mast,  but  Vodafone's 
enthusiasm  has  cooled.  “We  have 
investigated,  but  have  no  plans  to 
build  a  new  mast  at  the  moment," 
said  a  cellular  person.  "There 
would  not  be  enough  call  traffic." 

9  Sir  Christopher  Bland  received 
so  many  congratulatory  letters  on 
his  appointment  as  Chairman  of 


the  BBC  that  he  replied  to  all  and 
sundry  with  a  round-robin.  T  am 
looking  forward  to  it  with  great 
enthusiasm he  wrote  back.  “ tem¬ 
pered  with  rhe  caution  appropri¬ 
ate  to  my  start  date  of  April  1st  / 
believe  the  BBC  is,  though  not  (yet) 
perfect,  the  best  broadcasting  org¬ 
anisation  in  the  world  —  so  Pm 
very  fortunate." 

Unhappy  hunt 

MALCOLM  RIFKIND  is  the  forest 
victim  of  fire  inventive  protesters 
campaigning  against  the  Skye 
Bridge  tolls.  The  canny  bunch  dis¬ 
rupted  the  Foreign  Secretary's 
shooting  plans  at  the  weekend. 

His  mistake  was  to  join  die  party 
of  Sir  lain  Noble,  chairman  of  the 
Skye  Bridge  Company,  near  his 
home  at  Isle  Ornsay.  Getting  wind 
of  the  outing,  protesters  set  up  a 
barrier  on  a  humpback  bridge  en 
route  to  the  shoot-  Rifkind’S  party, 
approaching  in  cars,  slowed  and 
Stopped.  After  a  frantic  conference, 
the  guns  reversed  down  a  side  road 
and  sped  off  in  search  of  a  new 
hunting  ground. 

•  Peter  Davis,  the  National  Lot¬ 
tery  regulator  who  enjoyed  Jive 


flights  from  Camelot's  partner 
GTech,  might  care  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  promotion  dreamt  up  by 
the  agency  Leagas,  Shaffon,  Davis 
of  which  his  brother  Mike  is  man¬ 
aging  director.  The  advertisements 
in  a  national  newspaper  invite 
readers  to  ", Fly  now  pay  later". 


year.  They  showed  Sir  Clive  Sin¬ 
clair  and  Sting  around,  and  there 
were  rumours  that  Cher,  who  rents 
an  abode  in  its  Wapping  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  was  interested.  The  pur¬ 
chaser.  however,  is  an  American 
who  runs  a  contact  lens  company. 
Could  ft  be  a  speculative  purchase? 

•  Conservatives'  take  their  annual 
winter  ball  very  seriously,  and 
never  more  so  than  this  year,  for 
the  ball  next  week  is-  in  aid  of 
“Conservative  Party  Marginal 
Seats"— of  which  there  are  a  good 
few.  Political  events,  however,  have, 
overtaken  party-planning.  Listed 
as  a  key  committee  member  of  the 
ball  is  defector  Emma  Nicholson. 
“I  haven't  yet  resignedfrom  it,"  she 
says  breezily,  “but  I  won’t  be 
attending." 


A b  Fab:  the  Olympic  Committee  rinesni  nm  to  airfhfrfltif  Fafaergfe 


River  paradise  Rebooting 


AFTER  MORE  than  two-and-a- 
half  years,  one  of  the  most  spectac¬ 
ular  victims  of  the  housing  slump, 
the  late  Sir  David  Lean's  palatial 
riverside  house  on  Sun  Wharf  in 
London's  East  End,  has  finally 
been  sold. 

The  film  director  had  fire  wharf 
completely  rebuilt  in  1985,  with  a 
private  cinema  and  an  Italianate 
landscaped  garden  leading  down 
to  a  mooring.  The  estate  agent. 
Savills,  dropped  the  price  by  more 
than  £50(1000  to  fZS  million  last 


JOHN  REDWOOD  seems  to  be 
attracting  a  villainous  son.  Follow¬ 
ing  a  break-in  at  the  Conservative 
Association  office  in  his  Woking¬ 
ham  constituency  at  Christmas, 
when  fine  wines  and  raffle  prizes 
were  stolen,  his  London  offices  in 
Wilfrid  Street were  also  pillaged  on 
Monday  night 

The  thief  was  not  an  art-lover. 
Tie  walls  of  the  offices  are  hung 
with  modem  paintings,  lent  by  a 
Wesr  End  gallery,  but  they  were 
untouched.  The  intruder  chase  in¬ 


stead  a  computer,  which  stored  the 
articles  the  former  Welsh  Secre¬ 
tary  has  written  for  various  news¬ 
papers.  The  Bastard! 


Curate’s  egg 

THE  FABERGE  oompany  has  dis¬ 
covered  a  rotten  egg  in  its  nest.  The 
jewellers,  who  made  the  Imperial 
Easter  eggs  for  the  Tsar  at  the- 
turn  of  the  century,  is  worried  that 
'500  commemorative  silver  or  crys¬ 
tal  eggs  offered  fry  the  Atlanta 
Olympic  Committee  may  tarnish 
its  image. 

Their  creator.  Theo  Fabergk  is 
grandson  of  the  late  Carl,  and  the 


eggs  will  cany-  the  Fabergfi  name. 
The  sale  of  the  Olympic  coliection 
also  happens  to  coincide  with  an 
American  tour  of  Carl  Fabage’s 
enamelled  masterpieces.  The  cura¬ 
tor,  Geza  vonHapsburg,  describes 
Theo  Fabergg  as  “riding  on.  his 
grandfather's  coat-tails’',  and  says 
the  75-year-old  craftsman  is  little 
more  than  a  "wood  turner.  The 
Olympic  committee,  however,  ar¬ 
gues  that  it’s  a  storm  in  an  eggeup. 
Then's  pieces,  it  says,  are  much 
larger  than  those  of  his  ancestor. 
Anri  very  much  cheaper,  at  £3.000 
each. 
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But  Gray'S  faith  in  the  common  life 
does  not  lead  him  to  endorse  attempts 
risomake  divorce  mere  difficult  for  lie 
I  fhOusands  indmed  to  see  marriage  as 
a  convenience,  not  a  commitment 
.  The  size  of  the  communities  which 
Gray  believes  should  settle  his  norm$  v 
of  fairness  b  not  made  dear,  and  tbe  v 
difficulties  when  these  norms  collide 
is  dodged.  Gray  accepts  (hat  his  sup¬ 
port  for  educational  selection,  might 
not  be  automatically  endorsed  by 
.every  ammiiinily,  tart  he  does  not 
.  seem  to  anticipate  the  ugly  oonse- 
quenoes  for  liberals  of  communities 
such  as  the  lste  Of  Dogs  being  left  to 
set  their  own  housing:  polities,  or 
West  Belfast  assuming  responsibility 
for  fts  own  policmg. 

-  The  weataKS5urGray*s  thinking  is 
his  shunning  of  file  absolute  values 
which  are  Scrutonls  strength.  His 
pamphlet  is  shorter  than  Grays  and 
more  positive  Drawing  .strength 
from  past  thinkers  such  as  Burke  and 
Oakeshott  he  concedes  softie  ground 
to  the  ^iranmunitarians.  accepting 
fiat  social  matters  are  now  <rf  greater 
concern  to  voters  than  the  economic 
issues  of  fire  1930s.  However,,  he 
exposes  the  poverty  of  insight  among 
.communitarians  who "  want  social 
cohesion,  but  whose  liberalism  cm 
religion  and  sexual  choice,  and  whose 
relativism  in  education  and  culture 
gnaw  at  the  tfes  that  bind.  Scruton 
attempts,®  excavate  shared  British 
values  around -which  our  society 
might  rally.  They  may  not  convince 
alL  but  ins  most  teumg  point,  the 
im possfliriffiy  of  preserving  the  sodal 
order  witholirabsohite  values  and  V 
authority,  resonates  with  force.  It  is  1 
an  unamforiable  message,  but  the 
pita  of  sodal  cohesion  is  sacrifice. 

Michael  Gove  is  the  author  of  a 
biography  of  Michael  Portillo. 
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POLITICS  OF  PAY 


MPs  should  concentrate  on  their  job  and  earn  more 


A 


British  parliamentarians  are  underpaid  and 
•  many  overworked.  That  proposition 
may  be  unfashionable,  but  it  is  true.  The 
populist  vision  of  MPs  combining  a  twoday 
:  week  with  acres  of  holidays,  and  lining  their 
:  P0™**®  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  is  both 
’•  inaccurate  and  out-of-date.  M  PS  are  by  no 
i  means  poor  —  but  they  deserve  a  better  rare 
\  for  the  job. 

Various  arguments  have  been  put  to 
£  counter  the  demand,  signed  by  around  300 
I  MPs  this  week,  for  a  substantial  rise  in  their 
|  pay-  Yesterday  the  poverty  lobby  questioned 
|  how  parliamentarians  could  ask  for  more 
I  when  so  many  of  their  constituents  earned 
i  as  little  as  £250  an  hour.  The  charge  is  that 
MPs  wiU  not  be  able  to  understand  the  “real 
world"  if  they  are  “cocooned"  from  it  by 
higher  salaries.  Should  doctors  therefore 
earn  the  same  as  the  worst-paid  of  their 
patients,  in  order  to  be  able  to  empathise 

(with  their  problems?  No,  professionals  are 
paid  for  their  expertise,  and  an  MP  has  a 
rougher,  if  less  back-breaking,  job  than  a 
I  cleaner. 

/  Then  there  is  the  argument  that  MPs’  pay 
should  be  determined  by  supply  and 
demand:  and  since  there  is  no  shortage  of 
applicants,  there  is  no  need  to  raise  the  rate. 
Bpfc  is  the  demand  from  the  right  people? 
Already  there  are  worries  about  the  calibre 
i  of  M Ps,  and  the  dearth  of  high-flyers  willing 
L  to  sacrifice  the  rewards  of  a  career  in  law, 
banking  or  journalism  for  the  much  lower 
pay  of  the  House. 

Moreover,  the  meagre  parliamentary 
salary  deters  former  ministers  from  staying 
on  in  the  Commons  after  they  have  left 
Government.  All  administrations  need  the 
ballast  of  wisdom  and  experience  that  these 
people  provide,  particularly  now  that  so 
many  MPs  are  either  on  the  payroll  vote  or 
aspiring  to  join  it  True  independence  comes 
only  from  those  who  have  nothing  left  to 
lose.  Yet  who  will  replace  the  likes  of  John 


Biffen.  Douglas  Hurd  and  Peter  Shore  after 
the  next  election? 

Nor  are  MPs  underworked.  An  official 
survey  as  long  ago  as  1983  found  that  they 
put  in.  on  average,  a  62-hour  week.  Since 
then,  the  burden  of  constituency  work  has 
increased,  and  few  parliamentarians  find 
themselves  free  at  weekends.  In  an  ideal 
democracy,  maybe  we  would  have  the 
citizen  legislator:  the  Cindnnatus  who  spent 
perhaps  a  decade  in  selfless  public  service 
and  then  returned  to  the  plough.  But  our 
democracy  is  far  from  ideal,  and  govern¬ 
ment  is  too  large  and  complex  to  be  run  by 
amateurs.  What  Britain  needs  is  a  corps  of 
politicians  who  devote  themselves  to  the  job 
and  are  not  distracted  by  the  need  to  top  up 
their  earnings  elsewhere. 

Since  the  Nolan  committee  rightly  recom¬ 
mended  an  end  to  paid  advocacy,  and  MPs 
voted  reluctantly  to  adopt  its  recommenda¬ 
tions,  there  are  now  fewer  opportunities  for 
outside  gain.  The  quid  pro  quo  for  par¬ 
liamentarians  concentrating  on  their  main 
job  should  be  a  higher  salary,  comparable  to 
professionals  in  other  fields.  This  should 
turn  a  vicious  spiral  into  a  virtuous  one: 
instead  of  low  esteem  and  poor  pay  for  MPs 
leading  to  a  lower  grade  of  aspirant 
politicians,  we  would  see  higher  pay 
followed  by  better  MPs  and  greater  public 
respect 

If  the  Nolan  committee  were  asked  to 
examine  this  issue,  the  House  of  Commons 
could  undertake  to  abide  by  whatever 
recommendations  it  made,  and  legislate  for 
the  new  salaries  to  come  into  force  after  the 
next  election.  Then  MPs  would  be  setting  a 
rate  as  much  for  their  successors  as  for 
themselves.  What  is  needed  now  is  a  request 
from  the  party  leaders,  led  by  the  Prime 
Minister,  to  widen  Nolan's  remit  to  include 
MPs'  pay.  Labour  has  agreed  to  support 
such  a  move.  The  initiative  now  lies  with 
John  Major. 


PERES  AND  POLLS 


Israel  looks  set  for  early  elections 


On  board  his  flight  to  London  yesterday. 
Shimon  Peres,  the  Israeli  Prime  Minister, 
revealed  that  he  was  “inclined"  to  bring 
forward  the  date  of  his  country’s  general 
elections.  Israelis  are  due  to  vote  no  later 
than  the  end  of  October  this  year  they  may 
now  do  so  as  early  as  the  third  week  in  May. 

Feres-watching  is  a  complex  science,  and 
in  London  yesterday.  Mr  Peres  did  what  he 
could  to  add  shades  of  ambiguity.  His 
"inclinations"  will  be  subjected  to  the  most 
intense  scrutiny.  The  more  astute  will 
conclude  that  he  has  already  made  his  mind 
ip  in  favour  of  early  polls,  and  that  he  is  — 
Me  to  character  —  testing  the  water  before 
ig  the  electoral  plunge. 

What  are  the  implications,  for  Mr  Peres, 
of  early  elections?  The  Israeli  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  must  be  convinced  that  he  will  reap  a 
richer  harvest  of  votes  by  going  to  the 
electorate  well  before  October:  after  all,  there 
is  little  pressure  on  him,  other  than  that 
exerted  by  a  hunger  for  success,  to  hold 
elections  at  a  date  earlier  than  required  by 
the  constitution.  The  opposition  Likud  party 
is  still  in  bitter  disarray.  Many  ordinary 
Israelis  blame  thar  party’s  leader,  Benjamin 
Netanyahu,  for  creating  the  atmosphere  of 
anti-peace  hysteria  which  led  to  the  murder 
of  Yitzhak  Rabin  in  November  last  year. 

Such  blame  can  be  ascribed  only  indi¬ 
rectly.  and  to  do  even  chat  would  be  to  sub¬ 
ject  the  man  to  caricature.  Mr  Netanyahu 
may  detest  the  Oslo  accords  and  loathe 
Yassir  Arafat  but  his  commitment  to  Israeli 
democracy  cannot  be  questioned.  Yet  Mr  Pe¬ 
res  is  as  astute  as  he  is  idealistic.  His  own 
stock  is  high,  while  that  of  Mr  Netanyahu 
could  hardly  be  lower.  An  early  election 
would  be  more  likely  to  yield  comfortable 


success  for  the  ruling  Labour  coalition  than 
one  in  October:  those  precious  extra  months, 
which  would  put  greater  distance  between 
the  elections  and  the  memory  of  Mr  Rabin's 
murder,  are  just  what  Likud  needs  in  its  pre¬ 
sent  ragged  state.  Mr  Peres  is  determined  to 
deny  them  that  prospect  of  recovery. 

It  was  argued  by  many,  in  the  days  after 
Mr  Rabin’s  death,  that  Mr  Peres  should 
hold  snap  elections.  We  opposed  that  view 
then,  believing  that  Israel  would  derive  from 
its  trauma  a  new  momentum  for  peace.  To 
have  held  elections  immediately  would  have 
been  to  squander  the  benefits  of  that  mo¬ 
mentum  —  quite  apart  from  allowing  a 
murderous  fanatic,  Yigai  Amir,  to  divert  the 
course  of  Arab-Israeb'  peace.  In  the  days  that 
followed  Mr  Rabin’s  death,  the  Israeli  with¬ 
drawal  from  the  West  Bank  quickened  and 
elections  were  held  for  the  first  time  in  Pales¬ 
tinian  territories.  The  peace  with  Mr  Arafat 
is  now  virtually  irreversible.  And  it  is  almost 
certain  that  Mr  Netanyahu  could  not  tear  up 
Israel's  agreements  with  the  Palestine  Lib¬ 
eration  Organisation  —  even  if  he  might 
want  to  —  on  winning  the  elections  himself. 

The  Syrian  track  has  proved  more  difficult 
for  Mr  Peres.  After  last  month's  optimism, 
fuelled  by  high-level  talks  in  Maryland. 
Damascus  has  not  yielded  the  concessions 
on  the  Golan  question  for  a  deal  to  be  struck 
in  the  near  future:  nor  has  Israel  acquired 
suffioent  belief  in  its  foe’s  bona  fides.  By 
inclining  himself  towards  early  elections, 
Mr  Peres  may  have  admitted  defeat  on  the 
Syrian  front  —  for  the  moment.  Let  us  go  to 
the  polls,  he  may  now  calculate:  let  us  win. 
and  then  think  about  Syria  over  the  next 
four  years.  It  is  a  calculation  worth  making; 
and  few  do  their  sums  with  greater  fluency. 


TIGER,  TIGER,  BONDING  TIGHT 


Even  cuddling  carnivores  can  be  a  civil  liberty 


John  Aspinall.  the  maverick  zoo  owner,  has 
won  his  appeal  against  a  council  ban  on  his 
keepers  entering  tigers'  compounds.  In  so 
doing  he  has  become  an  unlikely  champion 
of  civil  liberties, 

Mr  Asp  mail's  two  private  zoos  —  Port 
Lympne  and  Howletts  —  do  not  have 
impeccable  safety  records.  He  has  already 
lost  four  keepers,  and  the  death  of  Trevor 
Smith  caused  considerable  concern  over 
whether  the  conditions  in  which  the  animals 
were  kept  were  safe  for  both  keepers  and  the 
general  public.  Ar  a  time  when  local 
authorities  have  been  vigorously  criticised 
for  failing  to  enforce  preventive  measures  — 
as.  for  example,  in  the  case  of  children  at  risk 
—  Canterbury  City  Council  could  hardly  be 
faulted  for  drawing  attention  to  such  a  case. 

All  those  who  sought  employment  in  Mr 
Asp  in  all's  zoos  were,  however,  fully  aware  of 
operational  policies  encouraging  keepers  to 
form  close  bonds  with  tigers.  Those  who 
volunteered  for  such  work  relished  the 
prospect  of  intimate  contact  with  these 
magnificent,  if  potentially  lethal,  beasts.  The 
issues  at  stake  were  less  about  exploitation  of 
workers  than  about  freedom  of  choice. 

Mr  Aspinall  can  afford  to  lay  down  the 
law  in  the  rnultimillion-pound  kingdoms  of 
his  creation.  But  those  who  work  for  him 
must  also  be  allowed  to  choose.  To  risk 
persona]  safety-  in  favour  of  intensity  of 
experience  is  a  sacrifice  many  welcome. 
Hang-gliding  or  motor-racing  is  fraught 
with  hazard*  bur  voluntarily  and  legally 
indulged  in  by  thousands  in  their  leisure 


time.  For  keepers  who  wished  to  celebrate 
the  richness  of  life  through  a  direct 
relationship  with  predatory  beasts,  an 
estimated  single  accident  in  every  80.000 
contacts  has  not  appeared  too  great  a 
gamble. 

A  bond  of  trust  between  keeper  and  tiger  is 
paramount  in  any  successful  breeding  pro¬ 
gramme  —  an  urgent  consideration  in  the 
case  of  a  species  which  pads  the  brink  of  ex¬ 
tinction.  It  is  claimed  that  lower  stress  levels 
among  the  tigers  lead  to  more  natural 
mating  patterns  and  a  higher  survival  rate 
of  cubs.  Over  the  last  15  years,  almost  400 
cubs  have  been  bom  to  some  30  Indian  and 
Siberian  tigers  kept  in  Mr  Aspinall's  zoos  — 
an  impressive  record. 

An  immediate  result  of  the  tribunal's 
findings  is  that  certain  added  safety  mecha¬ 
nisms  will  be  introduced.  That  is  a 
minimum  response  ro  public  concern.  A 
document  is  currently  being  drawn  up 
laying  down  stricter  formal  guidelines  to 
reduce  the  risk  of  injury-  A  second  member 
of  staff,  in  radio  contact  with  the  front  office, 
will  always  be  on  hand  when  a  keeper  enters 
a  tiger’s  enclosure.  All  staff,  including  Mr 
Aspinall  himself,  will  need  written  per¬ 
mission  before  going  into  a  pen. 

Within  such  strictures  British  volunteers 
should  be  allowed  to  practise  the  eccentric¬ 
ities  for  which  they  have  long  been  known  — 
even  if  this  involves  cuddling  carnivores.  As 
for  whether  “the  rygers  of  wrath  are  wiser 
than  the  horses  of  Instruction",  we  hare  the 
right  to  decide  for  ourselves. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

1  Pennington  Street  London  El  9XN  Telephone  0171-782  5000 


Pointed  advice  for 
the  politicians 


Results  of  ll-pltts  curriculum  tests  Doubts  on  causes 


From  Mr  Dennis  Berry 


Sir,  In  the  run-up  to  the  general  elect¬ 
ion  all  politicians  would  do  well  to  re¬ 
member  how  low  they  already  stand 
in  the  public  esteem  before  they  des¬ 
cend  further  by  mud-slinging.  The 
public.  I  feel  sure,  wants  to  hear  about 
policy  and  how  the  various  parties 
propose  to  deal  with  problems  in  edu¬ 
cation,  the  National  Health  Service, 
crime,  unemployment  and  the  like. 

We  do  not  want  petulant  assertions 
about  the  failings  of  the  other  parties, 
such  as  Michael  Heseltine’s  current 
claim  that  Labour  is  “on  the  side  of  the 
villain",  or  John  Major’s  theme  about 
“double  standards"  (reports.  January 
29,  30).  This  form  of  electioneering 
insults  our  intelligence,  is  no  sub¬ 
stitute  for  policy  and,  in  fact,  implies 
the  very  absence  of  it 

After  a  lively  performance  at  Ques¬ 
tion  Tune  last  week.  John  Major  com¬ 
mented  how  much  he  enjoyed  the 
hustings  (reports.  January  26).  An 
ability  to  come  up  with  sharp-witted 
soundbites  and  score  shallow  points  is 
not  sufficient,  however,  to  run  die 
country  successfully,  as  we  have  seen. 
The  public  will  be  looking  very  closely 
in  the  coming  months  for  politicians 
who  put  forward  policies  with  sincer¬ 
ity  and  honesty  rather  than  shrill  pos¬ 
turing. 


Yours  faithfully. 

DENNIS  BERRY. 

11  Fairacre, 

Acacia  Grove,  New  Malden,  Surrey. 
January  30. 


From  MrR.  Christopher  Taylor 


Sir.  If.  as  it  seems,  we  are  to  suffer  a 
protracted  election  campaign,  is  it  too 
much  to  hope  that  one  party  or  other 
might  be  persuaded  to  demonstrate  its 
qualifications  to  stand,  on  the  basis 
that  its  policies  are  appropriate  for  a 
country  it  knows,  understands  and 
cares  for? 

This  would  make  a  refreshing 
change  from  the  increasingly  tire¬ 
some  assertions  of  “Vote  *x'.  because 
it’s  better  than  y 

1  am  weary  of  confrontational  pol¬ 
itics.  and  suggest  that  many  voters 
would  welcome  the  option  to  put  their 
mark  on  the  ballot  paper  in  a  box 
named  “None  of  the  above". 


Yours  faithfully, 

R.  CHRISTOPHER  TAYLOR. 

The  Old  Farmhouse,  Church  Road. 
Branston.  Lincolnshire. 

January  30. 


From  Mr  Ian  M.  T.  Sandison 


Yours  faithfully, 

IAN  M.  T.  SANDISON, 
Platten,  Kirriemuir,  Angus. 
January  31. 


From  Dr  David  O'Reilly 

Sir.  Our  MPs  have  made  it  clear  that 
h  is  we  taxpayers  who  are  responsible 
for  their  behaviour  at  Westminster.  It 
seems  that  we  have  been  paying  pea¬ 
nuts  with  inevitable  results. 


I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 
DAVID  O’REILLY. 

West  Suffolk  Hospital. 
Hardwick  Lane, 

Bury  St  Edmunds.  Suffolk. 
January  31. 


Floral  tributes 


From  Mr  Brian  North  Lee 


Sir.  Increasingly,  death  notices  stipu¬ 
late  either  no  Q ewers  or  family  flowers 
only  {19  out  of  37  today).  This  may 
indicate  that  the  money  spent  on  such 
tributes,  which  can  be  of  variable 
quality’,  would  be  better  employed  in 
assisting  a  charity  or  worthy  cause. 

Since,  however,  friends  who  send 
donations  may  also  wish  to  offer  a 
tangible  token  of  affection  at  a  funeral, 
could  not  a  single  flower  or  a  tiny 
posy,  whether  from  the  florist  or  the 
garden,  become  an  accepted  alterna¬ 
tive  means  of  expressing  love,  affec¬ 
tion  or  respect  when  denied  a  bigger 
floral  statement? 


Yours  sincerely. 

BRIAN  NORTH  LEE. 

32  Barrow  gate  Road,  Chiswick,  W4. 
January  30. 


Stamps  of  approval 

From  Mr  Patrick  Whitworth 


Sir.  The  President  of  the  Institute  of 
Physics  is  absolutely  right  (letter. 
January  29J.  Electrons  should  be  dis¬ 
played  on  thematic  stamps. 

The  exercise  could  save  the  Royal 
Mail  money,  a  stamp  would  need  to 
be  less  than  one  millimetre  square  to 
display  more  than  a  million  billion  of 
ihe  little  blighters,  life  size  and  in 
action.  The  depiction  of  a  sub-post 
office  in  the  comer  would  not  reduce 
their  number. 


Yours  faithfully. 

PATRICK  WHITWORTH, 
The  Mount.  Ferness. 

By  Naim.  Highland. 
January  30. 


Letters  should  carry  a  daytime 
telephone  number.  They  may  be 
faxed  to  0171-782-5046. 


From  MrD.  C.  Brans 


Sir,  As  a  former  schoolmaster  for  35 
years,  1  wonder  why  politicians,  jour¬ 
nalists  and  “educationists"  are  kicking 
up  such  a  fuss  about  die  results  of  the 
ll-plus  curriculum  tests  (reports.  Jan¬ 
uary  26).  The  tests  are  based  on  what 
the  average  11 -year-old  should  be  able 
to  achieve.  If  the  tests  are  properly  con¬ 
structed  (and  they  should  be  fay- now) 
then  we  shall  find  about  50  per  cent  of 
the  given  population  above  the  me¬ 
dian  (te,  average)  and  50  per  cent 
below  it 

If  we  allow  a  margin  of  error  of  plus 
or  minus  5,  which  is  norma)  in  testing, 
then  we  find  that  in  English  and 
maths,  11-year-olds  are  performing 
much  aa  we  would  expect 

The  curriculum  tests  do  not  have  a 
pass  mark  built  into  them:  results  are 
merely  compared  to  a  notional  mean. 
Therefore,  we  cannot  say  that  50  per 
cent  of  pupils  have  “failed"  the  tests  — 
only  mat  50  per  cent  are  below  av¬ 
erage,  which  is  normal  and  inevitable. 

What  is  of  much  more  concern  are 
the  results  for  science.  If  70  per  cent  of 
candidates  are  above  the  notional 
mean,  then  the  tests  are  far  too  easy. 
The  same  applies  to  the  tests  at  seven- 
plus  and.  perhaps,  explains  why  the 
results  at  ll-plus  are  apparently  less 
successful. 


association  is  keeping  the  School 
Curriculum  and  Assessment  Author¬ 
ity  informed  of  their  reactions. 

Most  of  foe  prep  schools  using  the 
tests  found  them  useful  and  foundthat 
they  largely  confirmed  their  own 
teachers'  assessments,  and  most  of 
them  also  reported  test  results  higher 
than  those  reported  nationally.  There 
are,  in  my  view,  three  reasons  for  this 
high  adrievement 

The  first  is  specialist  prep 

schools  employ  specialist  teachers  to 
teach  Key  Stage  2,  at  which  level  it  is 
virtually  impossible  for  one  teacher  to 
teach  the  full  range  of  subjects. 
Secondly,  prep  schools  have  smaller 
classes:  at  the  primary  level,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  dass  size  does  matter. 
And  finally,  prep  schools  arid  the 
parents  who  send  their  children  to 
them  have  very  high  expectations. 


Yours  faithfully, 

DAVID  HANSON. 

Director  of  Education, 
Incorporated  Association  of 
Preparatory  Schools, 

11  Waterloo  Place. 

Leamington  Spa.  Warwickshire. 


From  LordJokobovits. 


Yours  etc. 

D.  C.  BRUNS. 

11  Grange  Park. 
MaghuU,  Merseyside. 
January  26. 


From  the  Director  of  Education, 
Incorporated  Association  of 
Preparatory  Schoots 


Sir.  In  the  argument  over  the  signifi¬ 
cance  of.  and  reasons  for,  apparent 
under-achievement  of  II -year-olds,  it 
might  be  worth  reflecting  on  the 
experience  of  independent  prepara¬ 
tory  schools  using  national  curricu¬ 
lum  tests  for  11-year-olds  (“Key  Stage 
2T  last  year.  Although  not  so  required, 
an  increasing  number  of  prep  schools 
are  making  use  of  these  tests  and  this 


Sir.  Fact  one:  With  some  170,000.  div¬ 
orces  a  year  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
we  are  now  branded  as  “Europe’s  div- 
orce  capital".  leading  to  nearly  half  of 
our  children  being  raised  in  broken 
homes. 

Fact  two:  Many  children  aged  be¬ 
tween  seven  and  16  now  spend  up  to 
nine  hours  a  day  at  weekends  and  four 
hours  on  school  days  watching  tele¬ 
vision  (Business  Development  Part¬ 
nership  Schools  Research,  1995).  ' 

I  suspect  that  these  two  fata  have  a 
far  greater  bearing  on  the  low  educa¬ 
tional  levels  of  so  many  schools  titan 
any  of  the  point-scoring  arguments 
advanced  with  almost  ritual  partisan¬ 
ship  by  our  politicians  on  all  skies. 


Sincerely  yours, 
jAKOBOvrrs. 
House  of  Lords. 
January  30. 


BBC  and  regions 

From  the  Chairman  of  the  BBC 


Sir.  At  the  current  level  of  MPS'  re¬ 
muneration  (report.  January  31}  there 
is  no  shortage  of  applicants  and.  as  is 
normal  in  the  market  place,  people  of 
widely  differing  abilities  are  selected. 

Judging  by  the  demeanour  of  MPs. 
the  money  they  are  paid  does  not  dim¬ 
inish  the  opinions  they  hold  of  them¬ 
selves. 

Why  pay  more? 


Sir,  May  I  correct  the  statement  made 
in  yesterdays  letter  signed  by  the 
chairmen  of  Voice  of  the  listener  and 
Viewer.  Broadcasting  for  Scotland 
and  the  Broadcasting  Campaign  for 
Wales  that  the  BBC  has  “blocked"  the 
creation  of  what  they  refer  to  as  “an 
English  Regional  Forum".  That  is  not. 
the  case. 

Hie  English  National  Forum,  com¬ 
prising  the  chairmen  of  the  ten  region¬ 
al  advisory  councils.  exists  precisely  to 
put  the  voice  of  the  English  regions  at 
the  heart  of  BBC  affairs.  Hie  BBC  pro¬ 
posed  it,  created  it  and  folly  supports 
it 

The  forum  is  now  two  years  old  and 
has  made  an  excellent  start,  under  the 
vigorous  leadership  of  Mrs  Margaret 
Spurr.  the  governor  nominated  to 
chair  it  The  governors  and  the  forum 
have  already  conducted  two  annual 
reviews  of  the  quality  of  BBC  regional 
programmes  in  England.  I  am  confi¬ 
dent,  not  least  because  I  have  seen  it  at 


work,  that  the  forum  will  make  an  im¬ 
portant  contribution  to  the  BBC  and 
its  programmes  in  the  years  ahead. 

May  I  also  assure  Mr  Nefl  Fraser, 
treasurer  of  Broadcasting  for  Scot¬ 
land,  whose  letter  you  .  published 
alongside,  that  the  BBC  will  indeed 
consult  widely  before  publishing  its 
Statement  of  Pledges  to  audiences. 
What  we  have  published  so  far  is  pre¬ 
cisely  what  we  were  asked  to  publish 
—a  broad  outline. 

Over  tiie  next  three  months  we  will 
conduct  a  thorough  process  of  public 
consultation  and.  of  course,  seek  the 
view  of  the  three  National  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Councils  and  the  English  National 
Forum-  The  governors  will  publish 
our  pledges  in  the  summer  and  report 
annually  on  the  BBC5  performance  in 
meeting  them. 


Yours  faithfully. 

MARMADUKE  HUSSEY. 
Chairman, 

British  Broadcasting  Corporation, 
Broadcasting  House; 

Portland  Place,  Wl. 

January  31. 


Economic  policy 

From  Mr  James  Chapman 


From  Mr  Will  Hutton 


Sir,  I  can  only  conclude  from  Anatole 
Kaletskyis  comments  on  Will  Hutt¬ 
on'S  77ie  State  We’re  In  (“A  spectre 
haunting  Labour",  January  23)  that 
Mr  Kaletsky  and  myself  must  have 
read  a  different  book.  Far  from  being 
“suffused  with  a  hatred  of  capitalism" 
Hutton  accepts  that  capitalism  is  the 
most  efficient  method  of  allocating 
resources  in  a  modern  economy,  but 
sees  the  Japanese  or  German  models, 
with  their  emphasis  on  investment 
and  long-term  objectives,  as  more  pro¬ 
ductive  than  the  shon-term  approach 
prevalent  in  Britain. 

Such  a  view  is  now  being  accepted 
across  the  political  spectrum.  Indeed 
William  Rees-Mogg.  hardly  a  noted 
Labour  supporter,  argued  on  the 
same  day  against  die  current  City 
practice  of  “short-term  speculation, 
greedy  fees,  and  industrial  restructur¬ 
ing  by  non-industrial  fund  man¬ 
agers".  1  thought  for  a  moment  it  was 
a  quote  from  Hutton. 


Sir,  Despite  Anatole  Kaletskys  ao- 
tt  oT7 


count  of  The  State  We’re  In,  this 
author  does  not  hate  capitalism  — 
rather  the  book  calls  for  its  dynamism 
and  proven  wealth-generating  prop-r 
erties  to  be  harnessed  for  the  common 
good. 

Times  readers  should  also  know 
that  I  share  his  view  that  macro¬ 
economic  policy  has  been  too  restric¬ 
tive  in  Britain  and  mainland  Europe; 
hence  the  attempts  in  the  book  to 
demonstrate  the  superiority  of 
Keynesian  economics  to  current  orth¬ 
odoxies. 

As  for  th  e  accuracy  of  its  description 
of  contemporary  Britain,  it  seems  to 
have  passed  the  market  test  by  which 
presumably  Anatole  Kaletsky  sets  so 
much  store.  Or  is  the  book’s  un¬ 
expected  success  another  case  of 
market-failure  —  and  its  buyers  de¬ 
luded  in  thinking  that  it  paints  a  pic¬ 
ture  that  they  recognise  even  if  he  does 
not? 


Yours  faithfully. 

JAMES  CHAPMAN, 

186  Bradford  Road. 

Combe  Down,  Bath,  Avon. 


Yours  sincerely. 

WILL  HUTTON 
(Assistant  Editor), 

The  Guardian, 

119  Farringdon  Road.  EC1. 
January  29. 


Premium  Bond  cuts 

From  Mrs  Caroline  Clarke 


Strangeways  payouts 

From  Mr  Richard  Walduck  - 


Sit.  Is  this  just  another  example  of  the 
Government's  pettymihdedness?  Ap¬ 
parently  it  is  fine  for  us  to  invest  our 
money  in  lottery  tickets  in  order  to 
fund  those  areas  which  the  Govern¬ 
ment  no  longer  sees  fit  to  finance:  but 
now  die  small  pleasure  we  premium 
Bond  holders  have  each  month  in 


Sir,  Should  not  riot  compensation  to 
prisoners  (report  January  27)  be, 
frozen  until  any  uncompensated  vic¬ 
tims  of  their  crimes  have  been  notified 
of  the  possible  opportunity  to  seek 
recompense? 


waiting  to  see  if  the  postman  will 
deliver  us  “one  of  those  letters"  is  to  be 


reduced  due  to  a  drop  in  inrerest  rates 
(reports.  January  26, 27).  An  odd  way 
to  behave  after  lavish  advertising 
campaigns  in  the  autumn  to  persuade 
the  public  to  invest  in  Premium 


Yours  faithfully, 
RICHARD  WALDUCK. 
Lower  Woodside. 
Hatfield,  Hertfordshire. 


From  Mr  Harry  Jackson 


Perhaps  bond  holders  should  invest 
elsewhere,  thus  depriving  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  large  sums  of  money  in  hs 
National  Savings  scheme. 


Sir.  I  am  traumatised  by  your 
Strangeways  report.  You  win  be 
hearing  from  my  lawyers. 


Yours  faithfully. 

CAROLINE  CLARKE. 

Paul's  Farm. 

Water  Lane.  Hawkhurst,  Kent 


Yours  faithfully, 
HARRY  JACKSON. 
141  Belvue  Close, 
Nonhalt,  Middlesex. 
January  27. 


Business  letters,  page  27 
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of  global  warming 

Front  Mr  Alfred  Doll-Steinberg  . 


.  Sir,  Before  succumbing  to  panic.  Dr 
Russell  Jones  (Idler.  January  27} 
should  recall  .that  computer  models 
•  notwithstanding, ••  drniatic  forecasts 
have  a  notoriously  poor  record. 

The  world  also  grew  warmer  in  the 
period  1880-1940,-  when,  had  anyone 
thought  of  measuring  them,  “over  half 
the  Antarctic  ice  sheets  "probably  also 
disintegrated.  Yet  over  foe  following 
20  years  from  1940  to  I960  tempera¬ 
tures  dropped  enough  to  provoke  pre- 
dictions  of  an  impending  ice  age.  Pro- 
.  bably  in  this  period  the  ice  sheds,  were 
restored. 

A  sense  of  proportion  Is  helpful.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  T7ie  Economist  {December 
23. 1995)  all  man’s  activities  generate 
10  trillion  walls  of  energy;  the  Sun 
provides  us  with  175,000  trillion  watts. 
And  plants  absorb  200  billion  tonnes 
of  carbon  dioxide  (the  principal 
“greenhouse"  gas)  per  year. 

It  is  rather  bard  to  believe  therefore 
that  mankind's  puny  efforts  really  are 
capable  df  having  the  dire  effect  on  the 
'  eco-system  that  the  doomsters 


resee. 


Yours  faithfully, 

ALFRED  DOLLrSTEINBERG, 
18  Holly  Walk,  NW3.  - 
January.27. 


From  Mr  John  G  Trenchard 


Sir.  Many  “experts”  appear  to  regard 
any  global  warming  that  may  be 
taking  place  as  exclusively  the  result 
of  mankmd’s  activities. 

How  came  It  about  J  wonder,  that 
by  some  10,000  yearsagothe  glacia¬ 
tion  ofthe  last  (or,  acrortifog  to 
some,  the  last  glacial  period  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  ice  age)  had  melted;  and  how.  ac¬ 
cording  to  sedanmt  cores  from  Loch 
Ness  (Science  briefing,  January  2. 
1995),  some  5JX30  years  ago  Northern 
Scotland  had  a  Mediterranean  cli¬ 
mate;  in  both  cases  assuredly  without 
any  interference  by  the  human  race. 


Yours  faithfully. 

JOHN  C.  TRENCHARD, 
Trees, 

SwanpooL  Falmouth.  Cornwall. 
January  27. 


Fire  at  La  Fenice 


From  Mr  Michael  Danes 


Sir.  Anybody  who  knows  Venice  will 
know  what  a  loss  the  fire  at  La  Fenice 
will  make  to  that  city  (reports.  Janu- 
ary  31).  Anybody  who  loves  opera  wfll 
understand  La  Fenice’s  relevance  to 
the  Italian  operatic  Legacy. 

I  am  heartoied,  though,  by  reports 
that  there  are  already  plans  to  rebuild 
it  at  a  cost  of  £200  mfllioii.  This  could 
get  22  opera  houses  for  die  Cardiff 
Bay  Opera  House  Trust 


Yours  sincerely, 

MICHAEL  DAVIES, 

59  Drayton  Gardens.  SW10. 
January  31. 


Gluts  and  shortages 

From  Mr  Tony  Weston 


Sir,  The  complaint  of  your  corres¬ 
pondent  Mr  Alan  COustan  (letter. 
January  29),  about  the  surfeit  of  estate 
agents  and  lack  of  a  greengrocers  his 
community,  prompts  me  to  suggest  a 
combination  ofthe  two  trades.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  are  obvious:  many  more  vis¬ 
itors  to  the  shop,  browsers  and  buy¬ 
ers,  and  a  much  healthier  cashflow. 

There  are  precedents.  My  copy  of 
Sketchkys  Bristol  Directory  of  1775 
lists,  inter  alia.  a  . Mr  James  Badey, 
"glover,  undertaker,  hosier,  orange 
merchant  and  -parefonem  maker".  I 
then  find  a  Mr  David  Cherry,  “auc¬ 
tioneer  and  cabinet  makers  Mr  Arth¬ 
ur  Palmer,  “woollen  draper  and  lot¬ 
tery  office  keeper";  Mr  John  Rich, 
“hosier  and  tea  dealer”;  James  Pars¬ 
ley,  “barber  surgeon  and  publican"; 
and.  oh  delight  of  delights.  William 
Lewis,  “gingerbread  baker  and  toy- 
maker". 

How  much  more  interesting  shop¬ 
ping  could  become.  -  .  .  ..  - 


Yours  fahhfolhr. 

TONY  WESTON; 

The  Old  Garden,  Lower  Langford. 
Nr  Wrington.  Somerset  • ; 
January  29. 


Lofteiywiimers 

From  Mr  Peter  Gordon 


Sir.  I  suspect  that  organising  the 
holiday  rota  in  the  London  Borough  of 
Camden's  homeless  persons  unit  will 
be  more  than  usually  difficult  this 
year  (report.  January  30). 

Yours  faithfully. 

PETER  GORDON, 

62a  Christchurch  Road, 
Bournemouth.  Hampshire.  .  ■ 
Januajy.30- 


Choice  items  -  _ 

From  Mr  Ralph  Thorpe  ,  • 

Sir.  .  Your  “Fam  choice"  for  Friday. 
Januwy  25  {Vision.  January.  20)-  in¬ 
cluded  tiie  following  in  tire  reconv 
mendarion.";'..  obscenity  :  whores, 


rapists  and  winos  ..  ...prostitute  ... 
mugged  and  robbed  .  :y;  transvestite 
lusting .  .  .  tire  sordid  landscape  - 
On  .tire  basistifwftat  criteria  iff  the 
“choice" made?  ■  :  ; :.  ; ...  ■  <  - 


,  Yours  .faithfully. .-  • .: 
RALPH THORPE,  .?• 

puriswn  Cottager 
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COURT  CIRCULAR 


SANDRINCHAM.  NORFOLK 
By  Command  of  The  Qwen,  (tie 
Viscount  Long  (lord  in  Waiting)  was 
pitocni  at  Heathrow  Airport. 
London,  (his  aftemuon  upon  the 
Departure  of  The  President  of  the 
United  Mexican  Stales  and  Senora 
Zedillo  and  hade  farewell  to  His 
Excellency  and  Senora  Zedillo  on 
behajf  erf  Her  Majesty. 

By  Command  of  The  Queen.  Vfex 
Admiral  Sir  James  WcaihcraU  (Mar¬ 
shal  irf  the  Diplomatic  Corps)  called 
upon  His  Excellency  Mr  Baiwuram 
Mahadoo  at  32  Elvastcn  Place. 
London  SW7.  this  afternoon  in  order 
to  hid  fcuwdl  tu  His  Excellency  upon 
relinquishing  his  appointment  as 
High  Commissioner  far  the  Republic 
of  Mauritius  in  London. 
BUCKINGHAM  PALACE 
January  31:  The  Prince  Edward. 
Patron,  this  evening  attended  a 
Reception  fallowed  by  a  Revue  bv  the 
National  Youth  Theatre  of  Great 
Britain  at  the  Barbican  Centre. 
London  ECL 

January  31:  The  Princess  Royal  this 
morning  attended  a  briefing  try  the 
Governor  at  the  Secretariat  far  Falk¬ 
land  Islands  Government  House. 
Stanley. 

Her  Royal  Highness  afterward-, 
visited  King  Edward  Memorial  Hos¬ 
pital  and  Christ  Church  Cathedral. 

Thu  Princess  Royal  later  departed 
Stanley  Airport  for  San  Carlos  and 
visited  the  British  Militajy  Cemetery 
and  Blue  Beach  Lodge  where  Her 
Royal  Highness  attended  a  Smoko 
with  residents  from  San  Cartas  and 
surrounding  farms. 

Tlte  Princess  Riwal  this  afternoon 
visited  Goose  Green  and  the  Battle¬ 
field  and  Memorial  to  Lieutenant 
Cofand  H.  Jones,  fallowed  by  Lun¬ 
cheon  at  Goose  Green  Community 
Centre  with  East  Falkland  residents. 

Her  Royal  Highness  afterwards 
departed  Goose  Green  far  Sea  Lion 
Ledge.  Sea  Linn  Island. 

ST  JAM  ESS  PALACE 
January  31:  The  Prince  of  Wales  today 
visited  Dudley  and  was  received  by 
Her  Majesty's  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Wat  Midlands  (Mr  Robert  Taylor). 

His  Royal  Highness  viriicd  Dudley 
Outdoor  Market,  the  Market  Place. 
High  Street  this  morning. 

"Tiie  Prince  of  Wales.  President,  The 
Prince’s  Trust  Volunteers,  afterwards 
visited  St  Thomas's  Network.  Beech- 
wood  Road,  Kates  H3I.  and  met 
representatives  of  local  community 
organisations  and  young  people  tak¬ 
ing  part  in  the  Volunteers 
Programme. 


His  Royal  Highness.  President. 
The  Prince's  Trust  this  afternoon 
visited  the  Study  Support  Centre, 
ftouneit  School  of  Technology.  Tiled 
House  Lute.  Brier  ley  HOI. 

The  Prince  of  Wales.  President.  The 
Prince'S  Youth  Business  Trust,  later 
visited  Dudley  Training  and  Enter¬ 
prise  Council.  Waterfront  East. 
Brierfey  Hill,  and  met  young  en¬ 
trepreneurs  from  the  Dudley  area 
who  have  been  helped  by  the  Trust. 
KENSINGTON  PALACE 
January  31:  The  Duke  of  Gloucester. 
President.  East  Midlands  Tourist 
Board,  this  morning  received  Mr 
Rodney  Callow  on  relinquishing  the 
appointment  of  Head  of 
Administration. 

The  Duchess  of  Gloucester  this 
morning  received  Mr  Wilham  Webb 
on  relinquishing  the  appointment  of 
Am*  dc  Director  of  London  College  of 
Music.  Thames  Volley  University. 
THATCHED  HOUSE  LODGE 
January  31:  Princess  Alexandra. 
President,  today  visited  the  Royal 
Star  and  Garier  Home  for  Disabled 
Sailors.  Soldiers  and  Airmen,  Rich¬ 
mond.  Surrey. 

Her  Royal  Highness  (his  afternoon 
received  Mrs  M.M.  Arnold  (Chair¬ 
man)  and  the  National  Officers  of  the 
Royal  British  Legion  Women*  Sec¬ 
tion.  and  was  presetted  with  the 
Gold  Badge  and  Life  Membership  of 
Ihc  Section. 

Princess  Alexandra.  Patron  of  the 
Richmond  Fellowship,  subsequently 
received  Mr  Peter  Kininmanih  upon 
retiring  as  Chairman  and  Mr  Timo¬ 
thy  Moore  on  assuming  this 
appointment. 

Her  Royal  Highness  this  evening 
attended  a  Piano  Ream]  in  aid  of  the 
Commonwealth  Society  for  the  Deaf 
at  Marlborough  House.  London 
SWl. 


The  Queen  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  appoint  Mr  Michael  Peat 
Keeper  of  the  Privy  Purse.  Treasurer 
and  Receiver-General  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  front  August  I.  1996. 
following  the  retirement  of  Major  Sir 
Shane  Blewin  on  July  31. 199b,  and  to 
appoint  Mr  John  Tiltman  as  Director 
of  Property  Services  from  August  l. 
19%. 

The  Queen  has  been  graciously 
pleased,  on  the  resignation  of 
Lieutenant  Coland  Brian  Lockhart, 
to  appoint  Major  Jeremy  Warren  to 
be  one  of  Her  Majesty*  Body  Guard 
of  the  Honourable  Corps  of  Gentle¬ 
men  at  Arms. 


Today’s  royal 
engagements 

The  Princess  of  Wales,  as  Pa  iron  of 
the  British  Lung  Foundation,  will 
attend  a  gala  performance  or  La 
Boteme  at  the  Albert  Hall  at  7.!0l 
The  Duke  of  Kent,  as  president, 
will  attend  the  Engineering  Coun¬ 
cil's  unification  launch  dinner  a( 
the  Institution  of  Civil  Engineers  at 
7  JO. 


Christening 

The  infant  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Andrew  Pa  trie  was  christened 
Lucia  Grace  by  the  Rev  Gerald 
Evans,  in  the  Chapel  of  St  Mary 
Undercroft.  Palace  of  West¬ 
minster.  on  Satuitlay.  January  Z7. 
19%.  The  godparents  are  Miss 
Brarmyn  Edwards,  Mrs  Megan 
Frost  and  Mr  Rupert  Marks. 

Lieutenancy  of 
South  Yorkshire 

The  following  have  been  appointed 
as  Deputy  Lreutenanls  for  South 
Yorkshire: 

Sir  John  Michael  Carlisle,  Mrs 
Julia  Guest.  JP.  Mrs  Sarah  Eliza¬ 
beth  Lee.  JP.  Mrs  Kathryn  Eliza¬ 
beth  Riddle,  JP. 

Lamb  Bunding, 
Temple,  EC4 

Mr  Ami  Feder  has  been  elected  as 
the  new  Head  of  Chambers  in 
succession  to  Mr  Kenneth  Wheeler 
who  continues  in  practice. 


Queen  Charlotte’s 
Birthday  Ball 

The  joint  Presidents  of  the  Queen 
Charlotte's  Birthday  Ball  and  S  pe¬ 
dal  Trustees  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
Hospital  announce  that  the  Count¬ 
ess  of  St  Andrews  has  agreed  to  be 
the  Chairman  of  the  Birthday  Ball 
Committee  for  19%.  The  Birthday 
Ball  will  be  held  on  Monday. 
September  16.  at  Grosvenor  House. 

School  news 

Frauds  Holland  School  (Graham 
Terrace) 

The  biennial  Oid  Girls'  Party  for 
the  School  Birthday  will  be  held 
this  year  on  Thursday.  February 
29,  from  6.00pm  ar  the  school.  Any 
Old  Girl  who  has  not  received  an 
invitation  is  asked  to  get  m  touch 
with  the  school  to  make  sure  the 
register  is  accurate.  RSVP  Francis 
Holland  School.  39  Graham  Ter¬ 
race.  London  SWJW  8JF.  Tel  0171 
730  2971. 


Reception 

British  Safety  Council 
Mr  James  Tye,  Director  General  of 
the  British  Safety  Council.  was  the 
host  yesterday  ar  a  reception  hdd  at 
Armourers'  Hall  for  the  Five  Star 
safety  awards. 

Actuaries’  Company 

Mr  C.W.F.  Low.  Master  or  the 
Actuaries'  Company,  has  picsoircd 
Mr  R.  Farrington  and  Miss  S.L 
Doom  with  prizes  for  their  perfor¬ 
mance  in  the  1995  Institute  of  Ac¬ 
tuaries  Examinations. 


The  night  sky  in  February 


By  Michael  J.  Hendrte 
ASTRONOMY  CORRESPONDENT 

MERCURY  is  a  morning:  star 
reaching  greatest  western 
elongation  (26  degrees}  on  the 
Uth  but  il  rises  little  more  than 
an  hour  before  the  Sun  and 
will  not  be  observable, 

Venus  is  a  brilliant  evening 
star  of  -4.1  magnitude,  not 
setting  until  21h  30m  by  the 
end  of  the  month.  Crescent 
Moon  nearby  on  the  21st  send 
Z2nd.  Saturn  will  be  just  to  the 

south  on  the  2nd  and  3rd. 

Mars  is  still  in  the  evening 
sky  but  too  dose  to  the  Sim  to 
be  observable. 

Jupiter  is  a  -1.9  magnitude 
morning  star  in  Sagittarius, 
rising  soon  after  04h  by  the 
end  of  the  month.  Waning 
crescent  Moon  to  the  north  on 
the  ISth. 

Saturn  is  in  Aquarius  and 
1 2  magnitude;  setting  only  an 
hour  after  the  Sun  by  the  29th. 
Moon  4  degrees  north  on  the 
20th.  The  Earth  passes 
through  the  plane  of  Saturn's 
rings  for  the  third  and  last 
tune  in  die  present  series  on 
the  11th  and  for  the  next  14 
years  the  southern  face  of  the 
rings  will  be  inclined  towards 
us. 

Uranus  is  in  Capricorn  us 
but  is  in  morning  twilight 

Neptune  is  to  the  west  of 
Uranus  but  in  Sagittarius  and 
is  also  in  twilight. 

Moon:  full  Moon,  4d  I6h: 
last  quarter,  12d  09h:  new 
Moon,  I8d  23h;  first  quarter, 
ttdOtih. 

Sunset  on  the  1st  is  at  16h 
45m  and  on  the  29th  at  17h 
35m  while  sunrise  is  at  07h 
40m  and  06h  50m  on  the  same 
dates. 

Astronomical  twilight  ends 
at  ISh  45m  and  I9h  30m  early 
and  late  in  the  month  and 
begins  again  at  Q5h  45m  and 
04h.55m. 

Algol,  the  edrpsing  variable 
star  in  Perseus,  fades  from  2.1 
to  3.4  magnitude  every  69 
hours  caking  about  five  hours 
to  fade  and  another  five  hours 
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diagram  applies  are  later  than  the  above  by  one  hour  for  each  15  deg  wen  of 
Greenwich  and  earlier  by  a  Woe  amount  if  the  place  be  east  The  map  should 
be  turned  so  Uua  the  horizon  the  observer  ts  tadn^^shown  by  me  words 


to  regain  normal  brightness.  It 
can  be  seen  when  faint  this 
month  about  the  following 
times:  Id  Olh.  3d  22h.  23d  23h 
and  26d  20h. 

As  the  notes  below  the 
monthly  charts  indicate,  they 
are  drawn  for  the  latitude  of 
London  to  show  those  stars 
above  the  horizon  at  23h  (or 
1 1  pm)  Greenwich  Mean  Tone 
on  the  first  of  the  month. 
When  British  Summer  Tune  is 
in  force,  usually  from  late 
March  to  late  October,  it  is  one 
hour  ahead  of  GMT  so  (hat 
23h  GMT  is  Oh  or  midnight 
BST. 

It  might  be  thought  advan¬ 
tageous  to  vary  the  time  of  the 
chart  with  the  season  so  that 
in  January,  for  example,  it 
could  show  the  stars  for  an 
earlier  and  perhaps  more 
convenient  time  in  the  eve¬ 
ning.  say  I9h  or  7pm.  There 
are  however  special  advan¬ 


tages  in  keeping  to  the  same 
time  for  each  chart  and,  so 
that  it  will  be  dark  in  the 
summer  months,  it  has  to.  be 
late  in  the  evening:  " 

As  the  Earth  moves  round 
the  Sun,  the  Sun’S  direction  in 
relation  to  the  stare,  as  seen 
from  the  Earth,  changes  too. 
Although  daylight  prevents  us 
from  seeing  the  stare  near  the 
Sun.  we-  always  know  exactly  - 
where  the  Sun  is  in  relation  to 
the  stars.  It  moves  right  round 
the  ediptic  through  the  zodia¬ 
cal  constellations  to  be  bade 
amongst  the  same  stars  after  a 
year. 

As  there  are  360  degrees  in  a 
circle  and  365  days  m  a  year 
the  Sun  moves  eastwards  by 
about  a  degree  per  day.  It 
takes  the  Earth  four  minutes 
to  turn  through  one  degree, 
derived  by  dividing  1.440  (the 
number  of  minutes  in  24 
hours)  by  360.  The  net  effect  of 


.  the .  StitrtT  ■  ’.dai^yi; :  ^eastward 
momnent  fcjhat  thenars  rise 
.  and.  set -four  minutes tariier 
eaehday,  or  fWotours  earlier 
fiach  month-  Afiefe'12  months 
they  are  rising  jost24.-bours 
earlier;  or  at  the  same^time  as 
on  fee  .’same  .^da®e,;  kt"  fee 
p«VvkK«;ytarr%/  using  fee 
same  tune  for «m». chart,  this 
monthly  progress^  js.deariy 
shown,  all.twetveicfeuis  being 
turned.ferough  30.  degrees  to 
sfiowthenewstars  tbaihave 
.  appeared  In  fee  'fasf  during 
'  fee  man  th.  tha3e,flxa-2xe  now 
due  south  and  feoselfeaf  have 
.  moved  dose  tb/fhe-  western 
.horizon.-  • 

A  nHtotfdy  ebari'shows  the 
Stars  visible  at  23h,-  22h  arid- 
.  2lh  at  the, -start  middle  and 
.'end  of  each  month  respective¬ 
ly.  It  also  Shows  fee  stare  (but 
not  the  Mbtay  plane  _ 

■-  visible  in :  other  irioriflis.  "Pair 
‘  example,  the  Rsbruary  aspect. 
-  at  23h  is  .the  same-as  that  for 
21hbo  1st  Manfe,  or.Olh  dri  the 
1st  January.  In  this  way  toe  12 
charts  cover  all  the  hours  of 
darieness  throughout  fee  year. 

If  on  the  other  hand  we  wf 
to  draw,  the  September  chi 
for  21h  arid  the  October  chart 
fer  I9h  (to-reOect  fee  darker 
evenings),  fltey  would  be'  ex¬ 
actly  the  same  chart  (in  fact 
the  doe  we  use  now  for-23h  in 
August)  so  far  as  the  positions 
ofthe  stars  are  concerned.  One 
would  end  up  with  only  eight 
or  nine  different  charts,  some 
months  being  the  same,  and 
fee  gradual  progression  of  the 
constellations  westwards  with 
fee  seasons  would  no  longer 
be  dearly  shown;  " 

In  autumn,  the.  stone  stars 
can  be  seen  for  several  months 
as  their  earlier  setting  is  offset 
by  the  darker  evenings,  but  in 
late  winter  arid  spring,  it  is 
getting  dark  later  and  this 
speeds  up  the  disappearance 
of  the  winter  constellations. 
Whfle  Arctnrus  may  be  seen  in 
the  west  from  August  to 
November;  Orion,  so  conspic¬ 
uous  in  February,  is  lost  in 
twilight  during  April. 


Memorial  meeting 

Sir  Edmund  HappoW 
A  memorial  meeting  for  worship  to 
give  thanks  for  die  life  of  Sir 
Edmund  (Ted)  HappoW.  engineer, 
was  held  yesterday  at  the  Friends 
House.  Eusmn  Road.  NW1.  Mr 
Matthew  HappoW.  son,  Mr  lan 
Liddell,  Proftssor  Fret  Orta  Mr 
Hugh  Johnson,  Mr  Derek  Walter. 
Mrs  Jill  Loveless.  Professor  Bryan 
Harris.  Mr  Terence  Ealey  and 

Other  friends  paid  tribute. 

Lady  Hapipold  (widow).  Mr 
Thomas  Happoid  Ison)  and  other 
members  of  die  family  were  joined 
by  friends  and  col  leagues  from  fee 
architectural,  design  and  engineer¬ 
ing  professions,  the  construction 
industry  and  the  academic  workL 


Ronald  Desmond 
Campbell 

A  celebration  of  the  life  and  work 
of  Ronald  Desmond  Campbell. 
MBE.  DFC,  AFC.  FRAeS.  MBAC 
will  be  held  on  Friday.  March  22. 
1996.  ax  noon  in  St  Clement  Danes, 
Central  Church  of  The  Royal  Air 
Force.  Strand.  London.  WC2. 


Major  General 
E.M.  Mackay 

A  Service  of  Thanksgiving  for  the 
life  of  Major  General  Eric 
Mackay.  C8E,  wfi]  be  held  in  the 
Royal  Garrison  Church.  Fam- 
borough  Road,  Aldershot,  at  Ham 
on  Tuesday,  March  19. 1996.  Those 
attending  are  asked  to  be  seated  by 
10.45am.  Enquiries  rtx  Corps  Sec- 
retary  Royal  Engineers  on  01634 

822298. 


Birthdays  today 


Mrs  Jennifer  Adams,  superintendent. 
Central  Royal  Parks.  48;  Miss  Kate 
AshbrmL  general  secretary.  Open 
Spaces  Society,  41;  Dr  CA  Barnett. 
Headmaster,  Whiigifi  School  Croy¬ 
don.  43;  Dr  G.H_  Make;  Principal. 
GoUmgwood  College.  Durham 
University,  60.  Sir  Kenneth  Bund, 
former  vicr-chairman,  G  EC,  7b;  Ma¬ 
jor  H  Stanley  Cayzcr.  86:  Mrs  Ruth 
Clarke,  fanner  Moderator  of  die 
General  Assembly  of  the  United 
Reformed  Church.  61;  Sir  Peter  CriS. 
farmer  Bailiff  of  knar.  7k  Mrs 
Josodine  DtmhJeby.  cookery  writer. 
S3;  Professor  Sir  Sara  Edwards, 
physicist.  68;  Mis  Virginia  Elliot, 
dueeday  eventer.  41;  dw  Very  Rev  Dr 
Eric  Evans.  Dean  of  St  feulX  68;  Mr 
Don  Everly,  singer.  99;  Sir  Douglas 
HaO.  former  Governor.  Somaliland 
Protectorate.  87:  Sir  Gordon  Hobday, 
former  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Not¬ 
tinghamshire,  8t>  Mr  Adam  Ingram. 
Mr.  49:  Professor  Douglas  Johnson, 
historian,  7k  Sir  Maurice  Laing.  life 
president.  John  Laing.  7&  Lord 
Moumevans,  53;  Sir  John  Non, 
former  MP.  64:  Professor  Sir  Mark 
Richmond,  former  chairman.  Science 
and  Engineering  Research  Council. 
f&  Mr  Pfeter  Saffis,  actor,  75;  Mr 
Andrew  Smith.  MP.  45:  Dune 
Muriel  Spark,  writer.  78:  Sir  fttcr 
TapseU.  MP.  66;  Miss  Renata 
Tebaldi,  soprano,  74:  Vke-Adtnfra] 
Sir  Robert  Walntsky,  55:  Mr  Boris 
Ycftsin.  President  of  the  Russian 
Federation.  b5. 


Sir  Stanley  Matthews,  the 
footballer,  is  81  today 


Appointments 

Mr  Glerm  Tbcmpsoi  to  be  ifiraior  of 
the  Northern  Inland  Court  Service 
from  today,  in  succession  to  Mr 
Eddie  Simpson  who  is  retiring. 

Mr  R.H.  Jones  to  be  a  member  of  die 
Council  on  Tribunals  far  a  farther 
three  yean  Grom  today. 


Luncheons 

HM  Government 
Mr  Jan  Lang.  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade;  was  the  host  at  a 
luncheon  given  by  Her  Majesty* 
Gown  moan  yesterday  at  Lan¬ 
caster  House  in  honour  of  Mr 
Aleksei  Bolshakov,  Deputy  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Russian  Federa¬ 
tion. 

Carbon  Club  Political  Committee 
Sir  Patrick  Mayhew.  QC,  Sec¬ 
retary  of  State  for  Northern  Ire¬ 
land.  was  the  guest  of  honour  and 
speaker  ar  a  luncheon  of  the 
ftliikal  Committee  of  the  Carbon 
Club  hdd  yesterday  at  tbedub.  Sir 
Brian  GosweLL  chairman,  pre¬ 
sided.  Sir  Michael  Latham  also 
spoke. 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS;  Sir  Edward  Coke. -jurist 
and  politician.  Mfieham.  Norfolk. 
1552;  John  PhiKp  Kemble,  actor - 
manager.  Present.  Lancashire. 
1757;  Dame  Clara  Butt,  contralto. 
South  wick.  Sussex  1873;  Louis  St 
Laurent.'  Prime  Minister  of  Can¬ 
ada  1948-57.  Compton.  Quebec, 
1882;  John  Ford,  film  director. 
Cape  Elizabeth,  Maine;  1895;  Ste¬ 
phen  fatter,  humorist..  1900;  C&ifc 
Gable,  actor,  Cadiz,  Ohio,  1901; 
SJ.  farehnan,  humorist.  Brook¬ 
lyn.  1904. 

DEATHS:  Rend  Descartes,  philos¬ 
opher.  Stockholm,  ~  1650;  'Mary 
WoUstoDBoafL  SheDqt.  novelist, 
London.  1851:  Matthew  Maury, 
bydrographer,  Lexington,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  1873;  George  CruOcshank. 
caricaturist,  London.  I87&  Pfet 
Mondrian,  painter.  New  York, 
1944;  Buster  Keaton,  silent  film 
comedian..  Woodland  Hills. - 
California,  1966. 

The  US  Supreme  Court  met  fort  be 
first  time.  1790. 

The  fin*  volume  of  the  Oxford 
English  Dictionary  was  Fubtished, 
1884. 

The  first. British  labour  exchanges 
opened.  1910. 

The  Soviet  Union  was  formally 
recognised  by  Britain,  1924. 

The  Pompidou  Centre  in  Paris, 
designed  by  Richard  Rogers  and 
Renzo  Piano,  was  opened,  1977. . 


University news 

Bernard  Wasserstem,  Professor  of 
Hebrew  at  Brandos  University, 
Massachusetts,  to  he  President  of 
the  Oxford  Centre  far  Hebrew  and 
Jewish  Studies  from  May  I. 


Mr  NALL  Austin 

sad  MfeS  SJiL  Saijeant  .  . 

The  engagement  ■  is  announced  ■ 
between  .Nicholas,  younger  son  of  - 
Sjr  Arribony  Austin.'  Staribniy 
Maura-,  MofuaeostowL  Cornwall, 
ami  of  Mrs  M.  Rene,  Schmiberg, 
Ontario,  and  Susan,  daughter 'of- 
Mr.  and  Mre-  J.  Saijeanl,  40. 
FodKaer  Awsnoe, Tdronlo. 

MrJJLBaR  '  >V  '  •  •  - 

and  MiwC-L  Taylor 

The  engagetoent  is  announced 

between  Jonathan;  oaJy  soo  of  Mr 
and7*4raCJiristop4m-Ba2.of  Hde, 

.  Somerset, ^ -'«od  .Cfaire,  only  . 
daughter  of  Mr'  and  Mrs  Frank' . 
Tajfor. of &ferraw. Surrey.  / 

Mr CJ>.  Boidnun Carter!  T'.'- r/’: 
arid  Mias  KJVDxmny  : 

The  engagement  is  announced 
-  between  Crispin,  sbn  d  Mr  and  - 
^Mis  P«er  Bbnhato  Carter,  of; 
Connie.  arid  kade;J ; 

elder  ctegfaer..crf.,Mr  and  Mrs  ' 

:  Pairict  •  JDawnay; 'of  Ragny.^" 
.  Normandy. '  ■  .  .-.J 

'  Mr  JJW.S  Cane '  *' ; ’ 

and  Miss  HJd.  ChBdcra  ;  .  •  \ 
.The  engagement  is  ;  announced  ' 
between  Julian,  son  of .  the  late- 
CoKn  Cane  and  of*  Ebnefia- 
.  Whizutey,  of  Reigate,  Surrey,  and. 
Helen  Mary,  dderdaughter  of  Mr 
and  _-Mrs;  Hugh"  Qiildcrs.  of-: 
Gaberane,  Botswana.  . 
MrCALCrinn 

and  Mrs  S  J4.R.  Madigan  ■ 
The  engagement  is  announced  . 
.between  Christopher  Michael 
Garin:  arid  Sarah  Mary  Rowrin 
Madigan.  .both  ot  Shaftesbury. 
Dorset  The. marriage  will  take, 
place  in  Scotland  in  ApriL  - 
MLr.WJEL  Carietoa  Paget 
arid  Mias  F.V.M.  Maynard 
The  engagenffint  Ts  airoounced 
between  VriQiam.  son  of  Mr  John 
Carfeton  Paget  and  Mrs  Sheila . 
Carleum  faget,  and  Fiona,-  eldest 
daughter  of  fee  late  Mr  Adrian 
Maynard  and  of  Mrs  Maynard,  of 
Wafartoo.  Hampshire. 

Mr  A-L  Cooper 
and  Mias  UM.  Kenyon  . 

The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Adrian,  son  of  Professor 
and  Mis  Malcolm  Cooper,  and 
Lucy,  elder  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mrs  Richard  Kenyon,  all  of  Kenil¬ 
worth,  Warwickshire. 

Mr  J-El  Day 

ami  Mite  HIS.  Cfanrcb  ’ '  1 
The  engagement  Is  announced 
between  James  Edward,  son  id  Mr  . 
and  Mis  Keith  Day.  of  Abu  Dhabi, 
and  Henrietta  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Mr:  and  Mrs  Christopher  Churdi, 
of  Winchester.  Hampshire. 

Dr  MM.  Heasnidge 
and  th-  CJE-  Malone 
The  engagouent  is  anoounced 
between  Mark:  son  of  fee  Rev  EJ. 
and  .  Mrs  Henstridgc-of  Ebtead,  . 
Surrey,  and  Catherine,  daughter  of 
Mr  GJL  Malone  and  Mrs  O, 
Malone. 

Mr  ?.  im  Thttru 
and  Mfa  S.  Handle 
The  engagement  is  announced 
between  Raul,  son  of  Mr  and  Mrs 
Richard  im  Thurn,  of  Hurirngham. 
and  Sylvia,  youngest  daughter  of 
Mr  and  Mrs. Steven  Randle,  of. 
Whitley  Bay. 


Mr  R.IV.M-  Darfing 
and  Miss  N.M.  Wasa^ 


The.  engagement  is 
between  Rory,  second  son  of  Mr 
ahd  Mrs  Terence  Darling,  of 
Crickfidd,  West  Sussex,  and 
Nicbola.  only  daughter  of  Mr  and 
Mis  John  Waters,  of  Cheltenham. 
Gloucestershire,  and  Caracas. 
Venezuela. 

MrTJM.  Grace . 
and  Mw  LX  Walker 
The  engagement  is  announced 
.  between  Matthew.-  middle  son  of 
Professor  Roger  Grace  and  Mrs 
-  Afryyn  Grace,  of  Oaken.  Stafford¬ 
shire.  and  Usa.  only  daughter  of 
'Captain  ' Jerry  Walker.  Merchant 
^  Nsvy^  of  Hull  and  Mrs  Christine 
Walker,  of  Beverley.  Yorkshire. 
MrD.GHigncfl 
and  Miss  GA.  Breed 
The  engagnnerit  is  announced 
:  between  David  Garth,  eldest  son  of 
-Mr  ,  and  Mrs  DJ.  Hjgnes,  of 
'Kegwarfe.UertjyHhire.  arid  Carole 
Ana,  youngcrdaighcerof  Mr  and 
.  Mrs:  .F,  Breed,  of  Broadsands. 
Devon. 

MrW  J.  Morrison 
andMissCLR  Wlnie 
.  The.  engagement  is :  announced 
■between  Wafiam.  ektesi  son  of  Mr 
Jind_  Mrs  .John .  Morrison,  .  ot 
;Appldjy  Ma^na.  Leicestershire: 
and  Caroline,  youngest  daughter 
of  Mr  and  Mrs  John  White,  id 
Brnotnfidd,  Somerset. 

Mr  WJD.  Sfovin' 
md  Mss  SA  M^s  / 

The'  engagement '  is  announced, 
between  WiDEnii;  sen  cf  Mr  arid. 
Mxs  Philip  Stovtn,  of  Stock.Esset. 
and  Sppitne;  yoongest  dau^uerof 
Mr  and  Mrs  Robert  Myere-r' 
Tumlle,  Oxfordshire.  \,.-j 
Mr  CD.&rii±laad 
arid  Miss  F.D.  Brazier 
The  toteafteroent  is  announce 
between  Cuve.  son  of  Mr  and  Mi 
Michael  Strickland,  of  BUtenca; 
Essot,  and  Fiona,  daughter  of  M 
Chrittopher  Brazier,  of  Franktoi 
Warwickshire,  and  Mrs  Darodi 
Alder,  of  BiUaicay.  Essex. 

Mr  'M.  Swallow 
and  Miss  J-M-  Newman 
The  engagement  is  announce 
between  Mark,  son  of  Mr  and  Mi 
Michael  Swallow,  of  Corbridp 
Nonh  umberiartd,  and  Jeann 
"  Marie,  .daughter  of  His  Hortot- 
Judge  Cyril  Newman,  QC,  an 
Mrs  Newman,  of  Ortestone.  Ken 
Major  General  M.T.  Tennant 
and  Mrs  D.  Parish 
Mike  Tennant  and  Jackie  Paris 
are  delighted  to  announce  ths 
they  are  to  be  married  in  June. 


Marriage 


Mr  R.  Fox 
and  Mjsb  F.  Golfer 

The  marriage  took  place  on  Jam 
ary  31,  at  Kensington  and  Chetse 
Register  Office, .between  Mr  Rol 
ert  Fox.  son  of  fee  late  Mr  Robi 
fax. and  of  Mrs  Angela  Fox.  < 
Cudcfidd,  Sussex,  ana  Miss  Ftor 
Golfer,  only  daughter  of  the  la 
Mr  John  Golfer  and  of  Mrs  Joa 
Golfer,  of  Chelsea,  London. 

.  A  reception  was  held 
Mosimanns  Chib. 


Dinners 


JHM  Government 
Mr  Michael  PortiDo.  Secretary  of 
State  for  Defence,  was  the  host  last 
night  at  a  dinner  given  by_  Her 
Majesty*  Government  at  the  " 
Hospital  Cbebea  to  mark  the  j 
meat  of  FickJ-MarshaJ  Sr  Richard 
Vincent  as  Chairman  of  the  Nato 
Military  Committee.  Lady  Vincent 
and  members  of  fee  Defence  Council 
were  also  present 

Scientific  Instrument  Makers' 


Company. 

Mr  KB  Go 


Mr  Bui  Girfdfindx.  Deputy  Master  of 
the  Sdeotific  Insnumeni  Makers’ 
Company,  jofady  presented  Dr  Km 
Upton  of  JUumomcs  and  Professor 
Dans.HaO  of  Heriot-Watt  University 
wife  the  company*  1995  Scientific 
Instrument  Mams’  Achievement 
Award  at  tftc  annnai  award  dinner 
held  last  ni^hi  at  Scientific  In¬ 
strument  Makers*  Hall.  Mr  David 
Waflis.  Master,  presided  at  fee 
dinner  and  pi  mailed  (he  SIM  award, 
for  Che  best  student  on  the  1995  MSc  • 
course  in  Industria]  Measurement 
Systems  at  Brunei  University  to  Mr 


LH.  Wiegers.  Sir  Geoffrey  Owenuri 
the  prinripal  speaker  and  Sir  ill 
Cabot.  Junior  Warden,  also  spoke.' 
Royal  Society 

Dame  Anne  McLaren.  FRS.  fareie 
Secretary  and  Vke-fteadem  of  m 
Royal  Society,  was  the  host  at 
reception  and  dinner  hdd  yesteida 
at6  Carttrei  House  Terrace  in  honou 
of  Mr  Eldar  Safayev.  President  of  th 
Azerbaijan  Academy  of  Sciences. 
Bristol  UjdweratyAfr  Squadron 
Air  Chief  Marshal  Sir  Mkhad  Stear 
Deputy  GdmmanderdnChiet  Ailia 
races  Central  Europe;  was  the  gues 
of  honour  at  the  annual  dinner  o 
Bristol  University  Air  Squadron  hell 
last  night  at  Asmghur  Barracks 
Coteroe.  Squadron  Leader  J.CA 
Fraser.  Gwnnanding  Officer,  pre 
sided.  Among  others  present  wav. 
The  Air  officer  Commanding  anc 
commandant  RAF  College  cran 
weiL  the  Air  Officer  Commanding 
and  Com  in  o  tula  nt  Air  Cadets,  cht 
viwCharrceUor  or  Bath  University 
fee  yiCfrCtmnceUoror  fee  Univenlh 
ot  the  West  of  England,  Bristol  anc 
fee  Pro  Vice-chancellor  of  Brisio 
Unlvenftv. 


BMD’S:  0171  782  7272 
PRIVATE:  0171  481  4000 


PERSONAL  COLUMN 


TRADE: 

FAX: 


0171  481  1982 
0171  481  9313 


Cod  alone  unluituti  Ssc 
wa»  to  vrMora.  Re  atone 
knows  jb  aomcE  for  Mean 
see  to  fee  ends  of  fee  eoittt 
■ad  oUnsve  every  pbee 


Jon  28  :  23.  an  creb) 


BIRTHS 


BABI  -  On 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
8 naan  and  Michael,  a 
danghter.  babe!  Traaae.  a 

MRttOW  -  On  January  29th. 
1996.  to  Imogta  (nte  de 
Sennoonrt)  and  Antony,  a 

danghter.  f 

CUFF  - ■  Ob 
Altatalr.  a  Beautiful 


FOBO  -On 
Jan  (Me  Joon 
Jon.  a  sea.  Connor 
Buchanan,  a  6 ro fear  for 


CLEAVE  -  On  January 
to  Anna  (Me  MuthenO  and 
Mark,  n  sou.  Robert, 
brother  for  Grace  and 

Wiwniil 

HALL-THOMPSQN  -  On 
January  a®nd  ts  Cbebea  and 
Westminster  Hospital'  to 
Jennifer  (Me  ABfixwe)  and 
Owto.  a  son.  liner- 
KELLY  -  On  Jamary  SERB  at 
The  Portland  Hospital,  to 
Mlcbal  and  NoeUne.  a 
bcetutfui  an,  MaalmlBton 

Arthur  OBdrtc,  a  brofeerfor 


_ _ -  On  January  Z9fe 

Tito  Portland  HotottaL  to 
sail  and  Richard.  A 

(fens  dandbtar.  KMdtae 

CAUSLAN  -  On  28|h 
a  nary,  to  Katie  (nee 
Chian)  and  Euan,  a 
aflaar  mH  KMbaitoe 

»AM  - On  Jammy  9W  at 

■  Royal  Berkshire 
mtUL  to  Rorematy  (Me 

to  and  Steotoen.  a  son. 

wm  Lewis. 

B  -  On  January  SO.  to 

illy  (ate  Cleave)  and 


er  for  Benedict  and 

HM-BItOWN  -  6n  23rd 

nary,  to  Danean  and 

e  (nfe  Rowlands),  a 

mwor.  PbotoK  Alta 


BIRTHS 


VALLEJO  -  On  January  asm 
ai  The  taortlaad  HaoBOBL  to 
Carmen  and  Onstam,  a 
Uemnfed  dandhter.  LucSaDel 
VWflJO. 


WAKEFOBD  -  On  1MH 
January,  to  Belinda  (Me 
SttoMit)  and  Mark,  a 
rt—flMar.  Lucy  Georgina. 

WALKER  -  To  Angns  and 
Bank  (at*  WewhwatoL  a 
daophter.  jemima  Jane. 


MARRIAGES 


MITCHELLsDAVey  -  On 
GHurday  Zrm  JMntoy  1 99S 
to  DteMon  Wrtc  Uemreen  Mr 
Roan-  wmsam  imMI  and 
Mbs  KattosmStaa  Dow- 


DEATHS 


hone  on  2Sfe  Janoaty  1 99G. 
oorauy  ntorua.  wan  or  me 
Ufa  U-  OoL  H-C.  Baadou 
doar  DHtbor  of  fttcnanl  and 
taomy.  FtBtnd  Sarvue  to  tw 

MM  at  st  ones  cbnrch. 

Norfeanipun,  on  Tuesday 

February  fife  to  2JSO  Eta. 

Hcflowd  tty  roniiuttrol  at  The 

Counties  CremalerUun. 

Moan  Maw.  Flower*  and 

fsrtbar  enonirfes  to  Ana 

BotetonASonCWja  WenD. 

Funeral  Directora,  71  SI 

Giles  Street.  Northampton 

NNl  1 JF.  Tel:  (0160*) 

34266. 

Bill/ IT  UR  -  J.AJ-  (Tony). 

PMoemsy  on  January  3om, 

1996.  Mate  loved  Husband 

or  jane  and  father  of  Mart. 

George  and  Kato.  Ftonni  at 

Salisbury  Crwntronm  w 

Tuesday  6th  Rtruaiy  1996 

at  U  era.  Ftonfly  flows  s- 

Envrfria  c/o  LN.  Netvmim 

Ltd-.  Funeral  Directors. 
(01723)  41313 6. 


DEATHS 


-  WittUra 
BUdwdk  (BSD  at  Ms  borne  In 


aged  87,  Dearly  beloved 
baabtnd  of  fee  me  Bnbara 
and  mxtikmdta  usa 
John.  Nicholas  and  Hnata 
and  hr  fata  dingWnstobw 


at  Dtownod  Pertab  Ctontih 
on  Tneedv  Ctt  FtBnaiy  at 
12  nomi.  Pi  l  vale  ertmattm. 
Family  llowors  only  but 
donations  If  desired  to 
Dalwood  Part*  Cbnrcb 
Fatale  Fond  may  be  anal  to 
J.F.  Clarke  St  Sou. 
Mary  knoll.  Lyme  street. 
Aamlmrter.  Devon  EX13 
SALT. 


FRITZ  -  Professor  Irving 


January  3«,  of  cancer 
cntaaly  faced  and  noBly 
endured.  Greatly  loved 
hnsband  of  Anotoa  said  a 
beloved  paterfarnffla*  K 

work  wui  take  place  In 
cambric e#  on  Snnday, 


and  dial  dans  in  cancer 
itotauh  c/o  The  Batanham 
hwatnte.  Babrabam. 
Cmtoaldne  CB2  UT. 


QAL8WOHTHT  -  cm 
Jaanmy  25W.  Mattel  CHW 
peaeafully  after  a  abort 
ninou.  agad  93  rears. 

BtoonM  coutan  and  flMrete- 

Uw  or  Yntto.  devoted  annt, 

in  Jocelyn  and  Jobn- 

aeamau  Mm  at  fit  Geotort 

Chart*.  Bcmham  Bead. 

Warminster.  Wiltshire  to 

TfetoMtay,  February  Bfe  d 

12  noon.  Cut  flowrt 
toownot  or  mwara  to 
arrive  at  the  Church  on 

wednuday.  Febroaiy  7to- 

No  Wreaths,  please.  Ati 

enquiries  to  F.  Corn*  A  Soo. 

Funeral  Directors.  Tel. 
(0X980)2X2033. 


DEATHS 


HAST  -Junto  CMS)  nfcmFyvte. 
Carofew  Terrace.  London 
SWl.  Alter  a  hare  tenon  died 


1996.  Funeral  Service  on 
Tneaday  6th  February  ai 
patnejr  Vat*  Q-emtoothan  to 
1.46  m.  Floral  trttwxtea 
please  to  Qwd  Lawr  A 
Son.  Fnoerxl  ofreoon.  246 
upper  Mcbtaond  Road. 
Putney  by  12  noun. 


to  F.W. 
Jones  and  Son  FJ). 
Cblopenham  (01249) 


peacefully  in  a  Wortfatos 
Buttaua  tMUHL  Jabu  (bdd 
Ltversidge.  much  loved 


Research  Fund  c/o  H-O- 

TtttUL.  x3o  Broadwater 

Read.  'WtaihtoB.oat  rot*)® 

234616. 

KlMMINt  -  Donald  on 

Janasy  axb  peacefully  at 

home,  tones  loved  te  us 

totally.  A  Service  of 
Celebration  at  Amber  ley 
Holy  Trinity  Church, 

(ftn«utte,4  2inai 

Saturday  February  3rd. 

Family  flowers  only, 
donattom  hi  Ueu  tor  The 

Brash  Rad  Crow  maa  be 

mat  to  Fred  Steven*.  Fbnmd 

DtroEtar.  Nmantat  Road. 

bMuntortB,  Ota. 

LANS  -  On  Jaananr  28th 

1996.  am  UBS,  *Kar  «f 

Pans'  atnhtaa.  who  wa 

ortu  her  very  taocB- Funeral 

Servtoe  at  wotduB  «  Johns) 

Crematorium  on  Tuesday 
February  fife  to  1  ora 


DEATHS 


LATHAM  -  On  Jamney  28fe 
1996  after  a  tag  itoew 
teavetr  borne  Henry  Rtor 


Putney  Vale  Crematortam 
«Mwto  Fttraury  7m  at 
IMS  am.  Ponations  la  Ben 
of  flovren  eo  Fnrfctoaon's 


LEAOM  -  Amoral  Flta 

Bantwpb  on  Jamnry  Safe 


181  

WHeaC  OatoMl  Jotm  leader. 

Private  Rmd,  Setter  of 

TbanbsoleiaB  at  Sytefcam 

Qhwi  on  Thursday  8th 

rasaaratli 

USA  B«w  pteass  earn). 


USD  -  On  Jammer  30th  at 
h—taMwlbsB'.  Bflorad 
wtfe  ot  Brian  and  dear 
mother  of  Judy-  Funeral 


Hantrae.  at  llama  Friday 


Poutton-Le-Fyide  Nw 
Cemetery  at  11  am  on 
Ftonmy  3rd.  Family 
Outran  only  but  ir  defend 
donations  to  Marie  Carte 
Cancer  Cure.  SB  BfeKW 
square.  London  SWnx  0QG. 

umawop.itowunirat 


January  1996.  aged  96. 

Porta  Helen,  widow  or  Aar 

Aflafeal  Charles  Utttowood. 

formerly  of  Sldraouth. 

Devon.  Service  at 


•weanotaty  Fetoaiy  7B|  M 
248  nn. 

LOKflHUMT  -  On  Sflth 

Jmwy  1996.  paeceftfey  at 

Oak  Lodge  Ntautag  Horae. 

Chard.  Marvyn  Lya tor 
hngbwnt,  CAL.  aged  88 

ye an.  attored  Intataind  of 

Rowena  (NtaaL  father  of 

Diana  and  gnmantmnr  at 

Andrew.  Ftaaacal  Smtloa  to 


February  1996  at  St 

Tbomar  ffeuNh,  crtchei  at 

Tbuufea.  CbanL  Seeuamto  at 
2.SO  w 


antra *J  charity  of  year 

ebrtee  c/o  AJ.  Wakety  & 

SBB*.  «S  Hfeyruod  Street. 

OMUL  tab  (014«fe  679CO. 


DEATHS 


UH0K  -  bn  Donovan  Lords 
1.6.0.  of  Ealing.  WI3. 
Retired  Controller.  Estate 
Doty  Ottmr  of  fee  bdaad 
Revenue.  DfedgenmMyat 


David  and  taagbur 
Jennifer.  Funeral  on 
Wednesday  FWinay  7fe  at 
IJSO  an  Etotag  Abbey-  No 
Oowfes,  ttontatoua  If  deatead 
lo  Abtotmn  Concent. 


McMCOU.  -  WtatEtm  EMfe. 
wfdaw  of  oemga  Rabattaon 


at  SUB  boi. 
to  pj. 
wuaon.  Qrenwnr. 
Haddanbara.  Ayiesbsry. 


1  -  Nancy  May  (hie 
i  on  Slat  January 


and  Oswald  and  anck 
totaeed  am  Of  bar  tones 
Anne.  Funeral  at  1.46  am  flo 
8tb  Rewatr  ar  cnaaMey 
Cbnrcb.  foDowed  by 


Otaawafl  on  29fe  Jaadary 

1906,  tr'ene  YwtWa.  Mad) 

fared  matter  or 

Nha»  and  Jotan.  MBth  nrftead 

by  fatally  and  friend*. 

Fuaena  Sendee  at  iojio  am 

eo  Friday  2nd  Ffenaty  at 

PtMWBit  Creroatortinn. 
Trnro  (Mvrnow  Chayal). 
STtewew  to  ■  Funeral 
Bn****.  T.  Coote,  Qony 
U  Fabnootb. 

PlLLlMO  -  John,  dear 
MateMdtotbe  Htettegwfe. 
oeacentOy  to  hospital  on 

afeb  Janttay  1996.  Smdca- 

12JO  pmfiWwfatoa 

Ttantaattfl*  Service  at 

now«r«  by 
Entnfelaa,  Fret 

Bowtorr.  HE  (01024)  04CSE& 


DEATHS 


■IDUY-OAV  -  TBelma 
Louise,  peacefully  on 
Janrunry  30tb 


Bfeaaad  wtaa  of  tbs  lato  ifar 
Edward  RhSey-Doy.  adored 
mother  of  -  Theda. 
Christopher  and  Barbara. 
anA  loved  by  tear 


Barter  «B  be  MM  at 
Mary  and  St  EtMMigi 
tomfews.  cat  Mad  i6fe  at 


WMT  -  Aztnr  Oaotgs  an 
January  Slat  In  hoepUal 
gsacetuOy  after  «  shore 
Btaars,  wed  68.  Deattr  tom 
father  or  Rwcmnr  and 
Jenutftr  amt  a  much  fared 
grandfather  and  great- 
urmrttanur.  Fandto  want 
service  at  UaccMtaM 
Qfedtrtn.  A  Same*  of 
Thanksgiving  wui  be 
•nanEM  £a  woktod  Ma  talar' 

date.  teMarai  only  bra 
d—s  V  defend  to  fee 
fetafadft  Dteraar  aoefaty 
.  c/a  Atoart  Stack.  M  south 
Omit  Lana.  Wfenatow  8X9 
6AT. 


at  St  Franc**  cantreb. 

Bourn vtike.  on  Monday 

Fabruaty  6th  to  2-lSpn. 

Mbwed  fa  cntudte  to 

LAdga  HD  CnModfe  to 

3Vra 


WATBRfeAM  -  On  29th 
Janoery  at  fta  w,  thtoan 
Road.  B eraser.  Hants.. 

HW.  tat  80  years  verr 

dttt  menu  of  all*  ih* 


to  SSBStS 


FdmwT  ar 


MEMORIAL  SERVICES 


wuMiflF-cvniTr  -  a 

Memorial  Servtoe  wfll  be' 
Held  Ar  Ufea  at  4  jo  ten  ou 
Smut-day  February  vfth  to 
the  Russian  Orthodox 
Cathedral.  67  Entdamore 
On-dens.  Laackm  SW7.  Ltote 


HRTHDAYS 


to  feo.  J  J*. 


DOMESTIC  &  CATERING 

snmnoNs 


FLATSHARE 


ta  Tfe 0181  met 6019 

rega-rtTWlL.,  _  _ 


■reUTHU  MU  Prat.  a.  to 

-  ■riuKsMtoa.lato 


■HURanaiMteen.ewt 

MmUMnWtaWUOT, 

aatao  tern.  Oita-  WpSm: 


GEFTS 


A— I  tipriMdwWtotofe.flrto- 

£  JnSL :  asRHr  "  -nun nmn. 
Swann  ogao  atiddoa 


iTtaMoauNomaimTi 

twinwrini 


atraqtter  on(»Tt  mssma 


SERVICES 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


TICKETS  FOR  SALE 


TICKETS 
FOR  SALE 

totes  napondMota 


TICKETS 

(Boaglrt& Staid) 

Rugby  5  Nations 
Bwwn.  Rjventance 
Cffivec,  Sei*on,  Etc, 
T.  Turner,  Ste-;Sf  Red. 
E.  Cfaptoa,  Bon  Jbvi, 
Aay  TMcet  obtained. 
©17X488-4414 


raadaw  era  advtaad  to 
torttaftehtefenead 
Ml  dtoate  or  ifabBtt  before 
oteetaagKtoaaqr 


TICKETS 

tMatwntuaw 

BOC  CLAPTON; 

-  feBAVIDx 
-rotATunrei. 

BQWJOVl 


ACCESS  TICKETS 

j a 

EVENTS 

5 


CkB  as  Now! 

Tel;  §171 8216616 


MtaraiLraser 

MlWTttWtefc 

_ attuwiBVDrre 

TEL:  0171  323  4480 

-a 


.ALL  AVAIL,  PBtoMB.  Sate. 
■  mRLOter.Stoa.lMAE 

ITT*—  too»t  <yn  nor  tutor  a 


ENGLAND 
v  WALES 

Saturday  Sid  Fab. 
Dwto  targe  omcoMbn, 

fetateareawSabtalbr 

the  above  srent  . 
P*fees  start  (ronv£49J» 

Tafc  0171 6330B88 


ALL  TICKETS 


arooagiungteira.qapton 

Wy«tanoa>Ro>elAataot 

°*mrnt  ttiwunrafr 
1  WaobatoflisundfatfeMbfa 

0171  403 MSS 

AkCCs.TbtoOM^ 
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JERKY  SIEGEL 


Jetty  Stegd,  creator  of 
Snpcxpran,  diedimJamiary  28 
aged  8L  He  was  bompon  October 
.  17. 1914. 


JERRY  SIEGEL  'Was  the  creator  of " 
Superman,  that  quihtessmtially  aB- . ' 
American  superhero.  The  only,  mem-  . 
ber-of.  his  downed  race  to  survive  the .. 
destruction  of  the  planet"  Krypton,  VJ 
r  Superman  p<^ess^  dMr«- powers.  -  - • 
He  oraW.aiTest  the  <frhit  of  the- Earth” 

•  with  one; hand;  bounce  bullets  off  his. 

"  chest  and:  leapfrog,  buildings  with  a 
single,  bound.  He  was  capable  of  ' 
shrugging  off  an  army  of  monsters, 
dinosaurs  arid  robots .  as  though  they 
were  tiny  insects.  ... 

Unlike' .more  morally  complex.- 
superiiexpes.  Superman  drily  ever.de- 1 
ployed  hb -talents  to  do  good  —  to  save 
the  life  of  ra  child  falling  from  a 
window,  for’"  instance.'  or  to  stop: 
muggers'  in  their  ghastly-  crimes..  He- 
lived  his  daily  life  ip  the  guise  of-his 
alter  ego  Clark  Kfent,  the  nerdish, 
bespectacled  reporter  of  the  Daffy 
Planet .  Brit  as  Supemtan.  flying- past 
skyscrapers  with  the  speed  of  a  bullet, 
he  was  resplendent  in  a  skintight  blue 
bodysuit  and  .  red  cape,  •- 

Superman's  .  popularity  -  came  :  to 
eclipse  that  of  every  other  superhero  in 
the  comic  book  genre,  and  he  showed 
great  resilience  to  the -whims'  of 
fashion.  Partly,  this  was  because  he 
moved  with  ihe  times  —  in  the -1980s 
and  1990s;  for  example,  he  displayed 
rasurfead  *friew  man*!  tendencies.  But  his 
explotts  also  translated  well  into,  tele¬ 
vision  arid  dneriii  which  took' over 
from  comic  books  as  the  main  source  of 
chfldreri's. entertainment  in  the  1950s. 

Desptetbe  phenomenal  success  of 
his  brainchild;  Siegel  made  very  liffle- 
money  out  of  Superman.  The  story  of 
how  heandhis  friend  Joe  Shuster;  the 
artist  who  put  Siegel’s  ideas  down  on 
paper,  had  created  die  comic  book 
hero,  'and- then  sold  their  creation  to 
Action  Comics  in  1938  for  a  derisory -- 
sum  has  become  a  cautionary  tale 
among  all  cartoonists. 

Jerry  Siegel  was  a  native  of  Cleve¬ 
land,  .Ohio.  He.  was  educated  af . 
Glenville  High  School,  where  -He 
showed  a  talent  fan:  writing  arid'a.  Jove 
of  science  Action,:  There  he  me*' Joe 


toyed  with, the  idea  of  a  Superman  who- 
was  a  bald,  mad  scientist  Then  one 
sleepless  night  in  1934  he  lad  a  vision  ‘ 
of  the  entire  Superman'  legend,  begin-  : 
ning  with  his  birth  to  jcar-El  n  and 
Lara  Lot-Van  an  the  planet  Krypton; ' 
bis  su  hsequem'  descen  1  to  Earth  in  a 
rocket  and  adaption,  by  a  farming 
couple,  the.  Clarks  of  Smallvftle;  his 
decision  to  devote  his  superhuman 
powers  to  assist  humanity;  and  the 
triangular  relationship  of  Kent  Super¬ 
man  and  Lois  Lane,  Sieged  was 
considering,  at  the  time,  becoming  a 
journalist  For  this  reason  he  decided 
tb  make  Clark  Kent  a  reporter  on  the  - 
Daily  Planet; *  Metropolis,  so  that  he 
would  be  among- -the  'first to  learn  of 
crimes  and  disasters^ 
in  fact  there  was  a  large  element  of . 
wish-fulfilment  about  Superman  as  far 
as  Siegd  owwerped.  He  was  not ' 
unlike'  dark  Kent 1  himself,  bookish 
'  and  bespectacled,"  arid  he  dreamt  of 
becoming  attractive  to  women  by  the 
doing:  of  daring  and  heroic  deeds. 

Siegel '.and.  Shuster look  .the  first 
Superinan  ssripstoNIew  York  bur  they 
were  turned  down  by  various  publish-  - 
ers.  ‘Tbo  fantastic- fbr  our  readers,'’ 
was  the  corisensu&rThey  made  a  living 


Jerry  Siegel,  left,  and  the  first  edition  of  Action  Comics 


in  the.pipefipe  and  submitted  the  idea 
of  Superman  to  its  editors  again  This 
time.rt  was  accepted:  Action  Comics,  a 
Shuster,  arrartistic  boy,  with  whom  he  '  TsubsidlaxY  PfvDC'  bonnes,  was 


1943  there  were  17  animated  cartoons 
— probably  the  finest  adventure  car¬ 
toons  ever  produced.  Kirk  Alyn  be¬ 
came  the  first  screen  Superman  in 
1948,  and  there  was  a  six-year  tele¬ 
vision  series  with  George  Reeves  in  the 
sellirig  other  .ideas. ^  Then  .in;“l938  .  -  1950s.  Christopher  Reeve  starred  in  a 
they  jv  -ayd  that  a  new  comic  book  was  lavish  film  version  in  1978.  Rare  copies 


launched  izr  June  193&.  with  a  front 


of  the  first  issue,  which  had  originally 
cost  ten  cents,  were  now  changing 
hands  for  astronomical  sums. 

But  Siegel  and  Shuster  had  seen 
none  of  the  money.  They  had  worked 


collaborated  on  a  number  of  comic  . . 

strip,  ideas  far  the  school  magazine, . .  cover  depicting  Superman  throwing  a  on  more  episodes  of  Supemtan  in  the 

The  Glenville  Torch.  After  they  had  ---■ - - -  i'^~1  — 1  1  — - —■  - 

kfr  schooL  Siegel and  Shuster,  turned-, 
professional.  ..... 

This  was-m  the. early  1930s.  the  start 
of  the  Golden  Age  rf  CCTnks.  wfaen 
superheroes  Idee  Dpc  Savage  and -G-8-' 
were  making  tidy  txt^tsr  ^  cpmH: . 
book  -pubtisfiers.  _  Siegd  originally 


villain’s  car  over  his  head.  Sage!  and 
Shifter  were  paid  $130  between  them 
for  the  rights  of  Superman,-  and  were 
fheri  -  paid;’,  strictly.-  as  freelance 
contributors:-  ;;  V 
-  Under  DCs  control,  Superman  be¬ 
came’ an  instant  success,  and  riot  only 
in  comic  book  form.  Between  1941  and 


early  J94Qs  but  by  1947,  staggered  at . 
the  sums  DC  was  making  7  from 
Superman,  they  brought  a  suit  against 
their  publishers  to  share  in  the  profits. 

.  They  lost  but  continued  to  bring  more 
suits,  spoiding  the  next  thirty  years  in 
•  litigation.  Eventually  Shuster,  was 
-  forced  to  take  work  as  a  messenger  in 


Manhattan,  and  Siegel  as  a  mail  clerk 
in  Los  Angeles. 

Their  sorry  plight  was  brought  to 
light  by  tiie  National  Cartoonists 
Society  in  1975.  when  news  broke  that 
Warner  had  paid  JSb  million  for,  the 
rights  to  a  new  Superman  film. 
Neither  had  earned  a  penny  from 
Supennan  since  the  late  1940s.  An  out- 
of-court  settlement  was  then  reached, 
and  the  two  were  promised  $20,000  a 
year  each  for  life.  The  experience  had 
been  a  bitter  one  for  bom  men.  and 
years  later  Siegd  said  that  just  tile 
sight  of  ai  Superman  comic  book  made 
hun  almost  physically  ill. 

Shuster  moved  to  Iris  Angeles  later 
and  lived  only  a  few  blocks  from 
Siegel.  He  (tied  in  1992.  Siegel  is 
survived  by  his  wife  Joanne,  their 
daughter,  and  a  son  by  a  previous 
marriage.  • 


PROFESSOR  R  .  P.  BELL 


Pnrf«swi:R.P.8dl 
EFtS,  physical  chemist  ’ 
died  on  January  9  aged 
88.  He  was  bom  on 
November  24»  1907.^ 


RONALD  PERCY  BELL,  a 
jjfllar  of  Oxford  dtemistry  for 
;  generations  of  undergradu- 
‘-'ales  and  a .  devoted  Balliol 
..  man.  was  prised  away  in  1967 
..-  to  become  the  first  professor  of 

-  chemistry:  at  the  new  Stirling 
’•  uriiverrity:  Three  years  earlier 
~  he  had  failed  by  a  whisker  to 
- ;  become  Master  of  BailioL 

lasing  cut  to  die  .historian 
:  Christopher  Hill.  Balfid'S  Joss 

-  .  was  Stirling's  gain:  under 
•  Prniopa]  Tom.  Cottrell,  Bell 

established  a  chemistiy  de- 
.  paftment  of  high  quality  be- 
;  fore  he  retired  in  1975. 

-  '  R.P.  Bell  was  the  kind  of 
rpari  better  suited  to  initials 

:  than :  to  a  Christian  name. 
.  ..  Small  in  stature  and  dry  m 
'delivery,  he  made  no  special 


effort  to  make  chemistry 
appear  an  attractive  of 
straightforward  subject  His 
undergraduates  were  subject¬ 
ed  to  a  term’s  initiation  in 
which,  they  were  made  to  . 
immerse  themselves  in  a  se¬ 
ries  of  Victorian  papers  on  the 
determination  of  the  atomic 
weight  of  silver. 

Precision,  clarity,  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  detail  were  demanded, 
and  failings  were  annotated  in 
tiny  pencil  notes.  His  manner 
in  the  lecture  theatre  was 
equally  uncompromising,  bur 
those  who  stayed  the  course 
•did  so  because  he  was  a 
chemist  of  distinction,  not 
because  be  believed  in  easy 
accessibility. 

Bell  came  to  Balliol  in  1924 
as  an  exhibitioner,  and  apart 
from  a  spell  between  1928  and 
1932  when  he  worked  in  Cop- 
"enhagen  with  J.  N,  Bronsted. 
stayed  there  until  1967.  He 
succeeded  Sir  Harold  Hartley 


PER  SO  NAL  C  O  L  U  M  N 


RENTALS 


r/pfc*  *  mMoAh J!S£SS 

MMBW  WT1  J»Wfi 


WWW  ft  bMlwJ6/F  **** 


*  f—  n—ft*'iW  opow-i w? 
".  a»gtootr»c«agiap, 

«p—  wa—*  wti.vw 

•jg ttmm 


mnm.-n*  mn  a*3 ' 


Wriwuiiiir 


MwibriH. 


!  .firm*?*  wtx  XT9 


H& 

£® 


MI  Nmw  *****  *  «»*■***■ 


IU.Min.  SMMK  3  OM 

m£mTc»)  W.-MS 


FOR  SALE 


MORNING  SlffTS 
DINNER. SUTTS 
'  .  EVENING  TAIL 

suns 

-*  •:  «UBPIA*TOM« 

ritat&rfTd  Ot7t  3«^lO 
J  JTfWiy  Cma  Rd  WC2 
-  ■'wr.C  iwTdOm  m  7721 
' :  456  Radascb  St  EC3 


<T*  !  *.■? 

V* 


announcements 

announcements 

mat  ■  fc-ctw,  w mho*. 
LonittLwestam _ _ _ _ 

DOYOUBBUEVE 

ttUFEAFTER 

V  KJom 

Wb  d* Mm  nttaardi  saw* 
On*.  So  do  togaefas. 

NATIOMAL'  ■ . 

EbhkmmhhbiSS  1 

OVERSEAS.  TRAVEL  • 

3  Arrtwra  Coot,  SW®toy 
Hood,  ftoffoyfen. 

ComtrktomhbePElSGXB 

WBphoneOJW«ttZ8 
fWqlrfwwt  Parity  Ho.  2526g 

tlss^ 

x'llTJiw.  ^°££***gg*- 

WaMTl— ABfTA  CXVRC 

•  --  '  /•  ‘  '• 

EX-SERVICES  MENTAL 
WELFARE  SOCIETY 

WINTER  SPORTS 

Q 

Agidinffiwl*  .  WJ 

SBfflSwMaaAMi/wi 

FLIGHTS 

directory 

•  -law*  mop*  Boowpq  now 

IATA/ A-IXX.  2S54W  - - 

CM1U>rtPI«<aCat!Mt»* 

RIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 

OMUNY.  Pgtf  ,  JZZl 

-.  wh  ATOL. 

asia 


v  t  ff 


nmrta^asin 


ASSOCIATION 


ACTION 


tondM  tawWoo  lu  M  Btad  has 

cftanaaditsmnK  NnvatfrewHtag 

Mn  tsBifar  to  pimide  tatt  sencss  id 

Und  viWWy  BfdM  pooplB:  at  our 

can  tames,  ttroooJ)  anvhrmam 

Oi  aahlie^i  tor  those  noted 
AdonaiCBiircnnaiiKManda 
to0KyMtr«flBiAe&al  posstote 


action  for  blind  people 


Rem.WB’utawy  ftsd,  London  SE163K.  toteftane:  CB1-732  B771 
iMdwHMflCHHantorBwBaMt-  FtogjMMCMftyWUlSOtS 


Remember  The  Donkqrs  And 
WB  Remember  You! 


Over  6,700  donkeys  have  been  taken  Info 
care  many  from. fives  tormented  by  cruelty 
and  neglect  A  donkey  ts  never  turned 
away  from  our  Sanctuary  and  never  put 
down  unless  there  is  no  longer  any  quality 
of  life.  - 

We  need  your  help  to  continue  rescuing 
donkeys  and  to  secure  their  fyture  on  one 
of  dur  nine  forms.  A  bequest  to  the 
donkeys  will  help  immensely  and  your 
name  will  be  inscribed  on  our  Memory  Wall 
and  will  be  blessed  at  our  annual  St  Francis 
Day  Memorial  Service. 

A  copy  of  our  "Guide  to  Matinga  WBP  is 
available  on  request 


The  Dofltey  Sanctuary, 
{DeptTMXSidmoutb, 

Devon,  EX10  ONU. 

Tfit  (01395)  578222 
Enquiries  to  Dr  E.  D.  Svendsen,  MBE 
Seg.  Charity  No,  264818 


as  Bedford  Lecturer  in  Chem¬ 
istry  at  the  college  in  1932 
before  he  had  even  completed 
a  doctorate. 

•  As  a  chemist  he  made  many 
original  contributions,  being 
among  the  first  to  investigate 
how  quantum  theory  made  it 
possible  for  particles  to  tunnel 
through  energy  barriers  rath¬ 
er  than  surmount  them.  He 
wrote  and  lectured  about  arid- 
base  catalysis  and  proton- 
transfer  reactions,  and 
jeered  work  in  which  the 
ivy  isotope  of  hydrogen  was 
substituted  into  a  molecule, 
providing  a  too]  by  which  the 
mechanism  of  reactions  could 
be  traced.  He  was  also  among 
the  first  to  study  very  fast 
reactions. 

He  was  elected  to  the  Royal 
Society  in  1944  and  served  on 
its  council.  He  published  three 
books.  Add  Base  Catalysis 
(1951),  Adds  and  Bases  (1952) 
and  The  Proton  in  Chemist rv 
(1959).  At  Balliol  he  held 
successively  the  positions  of 
Fellow  and  Vice-Master,  while 
in  the  university  he  became 
Reader  in  Physical  Chemistry. 
But  at  Oxford  both  a  chair  and 
the  mastership  of  Balliol  elud¬ 
ed  him.  There  were  at  this 
time  only  two  chemistry  chairs 
in  the  university:  had  he 
remained  longer  he  would 
certainly  have  qualified  for  a 
personal  chair,  but  they  did 
not  exist  in  the  1960s. 

At  Stirling  he  planned  and 
established  the  chemistry  de¬ 
partment.  and  on  retirement 
became  an  honorary  research 
professor  at  Leeds  between 
1976  and  198L  He  remained  in 
contact  with  Balliol.  for  which 
he  retained  great  affection. 

He  was  married  in  1931  to 
Margery  West,  who  survives 
him  together  with  their  son. 


ERIC  COUSINS 


Eric  Cousins,  former 
racehorse  trainer,  died 

while  swimming  on 
holiday  in  Barbados  on 
January  25  aged  74.  He 
was  born  on  December 
J2, 1921. 


ON  THE  Turf  handicaps  are 
meant  to  give  every  horse  in  a 
race  an  equal  chance  of  win¬ 
ning.  Nevertheless,  in  the 
1960s,  when  Eric  Cousins  had 
a  runner,  it  did  not  work  out 
quite  like  that. 

On  his  gallops  at  Tarporley . 
Cheshire.  Cousins  had  a  mag¬ 
ical  skill  in  preparing  and 
improving  horses  for  big 
handicap  events  as  well  as  the 
patience,  sometimes  over 
months,  to  make  sure  they 
were  ready  for  one  day  and 
one  day  alone.  And  invariably 
the  trainer  and  his  owners 
were  rewarded  not  only  with 
prize  money  bur  also  from  the 
bookmakers’  satchels.  Judged 
in  this  light.  Cousins  can  be 
ranked  with  such  trainers  as 
“Any"  Persse,  Cecil  Boyd- 
Rochfort  and  Ryan  Price  as 
among  the  shrewdest  of  his 
profession  this  century. 

His  outstanding  feat  was 
undoubtedly  his  success  in 
four  seasons  in  a  row  at 
Kemp  ton  park  in  the  Great 
Jubilee  Handicap,  with  Chalk 
Stream  (1961).  Water  Skier 
(1962-63)  and  Commander-In- 
Chief  (who  had  captured  the 
Cambridgeshire  the  previous 
year)  in  I9M.  But  Chalk 
Stream  had  a  significance 
beyond  the  “Jubilee"  alone. 
The  gelding  had  been  boughr 
in  I960,  won  the  Liverpool 
Autumn  Cup  (backed  signifi¬ 
cantly  from  100-8  to  9-1)7  and 
marked  the  introduction  of 
Robert  Songster,  the  present 
owner  and  bloodstock  dealer, 
to  what  became  a  remarkable 
raring  career.  Thereafter 
Cousins  trained  many  win¬ 
ners  for  Sangster  and  they 
remained  lifelong  friends. 

Eric  Cousins  came  from  a 
fanning  background  in  Lan¬ 
cashire.  During  the  war  he 
served  with  the  RAF  as  a 
fighter  pilot  and  reached  the 
rank  of  flight  lieutenant-  In 
1950.  graduating  from  the 


Eric  Cousins  with  Comrrtander-in-Chief  in  1965 


hunting  field,  he  became  an 
amateur  rider  under  National 
Hunt  Rules.  Between  then  and 
1957  he  rode  50  winners,  no 
fewer  than  eight  of  these 
successes  being  on  rhar  lively 
veteran  and  favourite  of  ihe 
crowds.  Creggmore  Boy,  who. 
owned  and  trained  fay  the 
Cousins  family,  was  not  re¬ 
tired  from  racing  until  the 
astonishing  age  of  22. 

Cousins,  meanwhile,  had  in 
1954  taken  out  a  foil  licence  to 
train  both  on  the  flat  and  over 
jumps  (he  had  previously  held 
a  permit).  His  first  significant 
victory  came  in  the  Ascot 
Slakes  three  years  later  with 
Bonhomie. 

Then  began  his  great  days: 
ihe  Lincolnshire  Handicap 
two  seasons  running  with 
Johns  Court  and  Hill  Royal 
(1961-62):  the  Ayr  Gold  Cup 


with  Dawn  Watch  (I960). 
Kamundu  (1965)  and  Brief 
Star,  who  carried  the  Sangster 
colours,  in  1969.  The  Victoria 
Cup  came  his  way  with  Tudor 
Treasure  in  JQ63,  and  both  the 
Wokingham  and  Portland 
Handicaps  in  1966  with,  re¬ 
spectively.  My  Audrey  and 
Audrey  Joan.  As  well,  of 
course,  as  the  Great  Jubilee 
and  the  Cambridgeshire. 

Important  handicaps  apart. 
Cousins  sent  out  two  high- 
class  fillies  in  Ludham,  third 
to  Pia  in  the  1967  Oaks,  and 
Shellshock,  third  to  Mysteri¬ 
ous  in  the  1,000  Guineas  six 
years  later.  In  1977  he  retired 
and  handed  over  the  stable  to 
one  of  his  sons  in  order  to 
concentrate  on  farming  and 
acting  as  a  bloodstock  agent 

He  is  survived  by  three  sons 
and  a  daughter. 


MAJOR-GENERAL  ASHTON  WADE 


Major-General  Ashton 
Wade.  CB.  OBE,  MG 
Royal  Corps  of  Signals, 
died  on  January  16  aged 
97.  He  was  bora  on 
March  1a  1898. 


ASHTON  WADE’s  career 
matdred  his  own  .extraordi¬ 
nary  versatility.  He  served  in 
three  different  Corps  of  the 
Army  —  Artillery,  Engineers 
and  Signals:  fought  with  dis¬ 
tinction  in  both  World  Wars; 
proved  himself  an  able  staff 
officer  and  military  adminis¬ 
trator;  commanded  in  India 
and  Malaya;  played  a  part  in 
German  war  crimes  trials: 
and.  after  he  retired  from  the 
Army,  led  the  way  in  telecom¬ 
munications  engineering  for 
Independent  Television. 

Douglas  Ashton  Lofft  Wade 
was  educated  at  St  Lawrence 
College.  Ramsgate,  and  the 
Royal  Military  Academy, 
Woolwich,  before  being  com¬ 
missioned  into  the  Royal  Regi¬ 
ment  of  Artillery  in  1916. 

He  was  severely  wounded 
on  the  Western  Front,  but 
later  transferred  to  the  Italian 
theatre  where  he  began  to 
specialise  in  telecommunica¬ 
tions.  With  the  )4rh  Corps 
Signals  Company  in  Lord 
Cavan's  I  Oth  Army  on  the 
Rave,  he  won  his  MC  and  in 
September  1918  was  again 
wounded  during  the  prepara¬ 
tions  for  the  massive  Battle  of 
Vittorio  Veneto,  which  was  to 
bring  tire  Austro-Hungarian 
Empire  to  the  ground. 

in  1919  he  went  to  southern 
Russia  as  a  signals  officer  with 
the  British  military  mission  to 
Denikin’s  anti-Bolshevik  Rus¬ 
sian  Army  in  the  Ukraine. 
After  his  return  to  England 
he  took  a  degree  in  mechanical 
sciences  at  Clare  College. 
Cambridge.  While  he  was 
there,  the  Royal  Cbrps  of 
Signals  was  formed;  a  founder 
member,  he  influenced  its 


early  years,  as  an  instructor. 

In  1935  he  was  sent  out  to 
India,  serving  first  on  the 
intelligence  staff  and  then  on 
the  North  West  Frontier  as  the 
administrative  staff  officer  of 
the  Baluchistan  and  then 
Western  Districts. 

He  arrived  back  in  England 
jusf  in  rime  to  survive  the 
retTear  to  Dunkirk  as  GSOl  on 
the  British  Expeditionary 
Force  signals  staff.  He  held 
the  same  appointment  at 
GHQ  Home  Forces  during 
the  Banle  of  Britain  period, 
but  in  the  spring  of  1941  he 
returned  to  India  with  the  2nd 
Division  as  its  senior  adminis¬ 
trative  staff  officer. 

After  die  Japanese  invasion 
of  Burma,  Wade  was  appoint¬ 
ed  Deputy  Adjutant  General 
in  GHQ  India.  He  held  this 
key  appointment  for  two 
years,  grappling  with  the  com¬ 
plex  personnel  problems  of  the 
multinational  armies  in  India 
and  Burma. 

His  reward  came  in  1044 
when  he  was  given  command 
of  die  Madras  area,  which  he 


held  until  the  Partition  of 
India  in  1947.  During  this 
command  he  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Indian  Armed 
Forces  Nationalisation  Com¬ 
mittee,  whose  task  was  to  plan 
the  separate  Indian  and 
Pakistani  armies.  His  last 
command  appointment  was 
GOC  Malaya  District. 

He  returned  to  England  just 
before  the  communist  terrorist 
campaign  began  and  was 
appointed  president  of  the 
board  set  up  to  review  the 
sentences  of  war  criminals 
tried  in  Europe.  Subsequently 
he  was  a  member  of  the 
military  court  which  convict¬ 
ed  Field  Marshal  von 
Mansrein  of  war  crimes. 

Retiring  from  the  Army  in 
1950.  he  joined  the  Foreign 
Office  as  telecommunications 
attache  at  the  British  Embassy 
in  Washington.  Then,  with 
Independent  Television  just 
starting  up.  he  joined  the 
Independent  Television  Au¬ 
thority  as  senior  planning 
engineer  in  1954  and  went  on 
from  there  in  J9oO  to  be  the 
/TA’s  regional  officer  for  East 
Anglia.  This  led  to  his 
becoming  technical  consultant 
to  the  Cant  bridge  Inter-Univ¬ 
ersity  Research  Unit,  1965-60. 
and  to  the  WRVS  Headquar¬ 
ters,  1970-75. 

He  held  chairmanships  of 
the  Royal  Corps  of  Signals 
Institution,  1957-63;  of  the 
South  East  Forum  for  dosed 
circuit  television  in  education. 
1967-73;  and  of  the  Dunkirk 
Veterans’  Association.  1967-74. 
His  autobiography,  A  Life  on 
rhe  Line,  was  published  in 
19S8. 

His  first  marriage  was  in 
192b  io  Heather _Mary  Patricia 
Blumer.  who  died  in  1968.  In 
1972  he  married  Cynthia 
Haliiday  (nee  Allen),  who 
survives  him.  together  with  a 
daughter  from  his  first 
marriage. 


DUTCH  QUEEN  MAKES  WAY 
FOR  HER  DAUGHTER 


ON  THIS  DAY 


however,  and  her 
Prinotxs  Brarrix  may 
The  Netherlands  in  her  very  own  way. 


grandmother  before  her. 

be  expected  io  be  Queen  til 


From  Roben  scfniilt- 

AmMcniam.  Jan  31 
Queen  Juliana  of  The  Netherlands  tonight 
announced  that  she  would  abdicate  on  April  30. 
her  serenry-first  birthday,  in  favour  erf  her 
daughter.  Crown  Princess  Beatrix. 

In  a  three-minute  ^ speech  on  radio  and  television 
on  ter  eldest  daughter's  forty-second  birthday,  the 
Queen  said:  "To  everyone  who  grows  older, 
sooner  or  later,  rte  sober  feet  of  declining  energies 
appears,  which  no  longer  make  it  possible  id  fulfil 
one's  task  as  before.  A  moment  then  arrive-  when 
it  becomes  irresponsible  to  amtinue  that  task.  1 
thus  feel  that,  for  me,  the  moment  is  approaching 
when  I  must  fay  down  my  task  as  your  Queen.’ 

The  announcement  came  as  a  compieie  sur¬ 
prise:  There  were  rumours  last  year  ihat  Queen 
Juliana  would  abdicate  on  her  seventieth  birthday 
or  at  the  latest  after  Iter  speech  from  the  throne  1  asi 
September.  But  these  two  events  passed  without 
the  slightest  indication  that  the  Queen  had  any 
intention  of  stepping  down  and  amidst  official 
assurances  that  sne  intended  to  carry  on. 

It  thus  had  been  generally  assumed  that  the 
Queen  would  .not  abdicate  for  several  years  in 
order  ft?  allow  her  daughter  to  devote  more  time  to 
ber  family. 

The  reign  of  Queen  Juliana,  who  ascended  Io 
the  throne  in  September  1948,  marked  the  end  of 
the  Netherlands  as  a  colonial  power.  It  is  known 


February  1, 1980 


When  Queen  Beatrix  of  The 
Netherlands  succeeded  her  mother 
Queen  Juliana  in  1980,  it  was  noted  that 
she  had  had  a  very  different  upbringing 
from  that  of  the  former  Queen. 


that  the  Queen  personally  welcomed  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  Indonesia.  Her  reign  was  also  marked  by- 
personal  tragedy,  most  recently  over  the  censure 
of  her  husband.  Prince  Bernhard,  for  his 
involvement  in  die  Lockheed  bribes  affair. 

In  contrast  to  her  mother  the  formidable  Queen 
WUtebnifu  who  was  deeply  twjMawl  by  her 
subjects.  Queen  Juliana  is  genuinely  loved  hy  a 
large  poriiun  of  the  population  far  lver  simple  and 
unassuming  ways. 

The  new  Queen  Beatrix  is  a  woman  who  acts 
widt  decision  in  contrast  to  Queen  Juliana,  who 
seems  less  sure  of  herseil.  Some  observers  have 
wondered  whether  she  will  adhere  just  a? 
srringenlly  Io  the  pattern  nl  consrimdonal  mun- 
an*y  as  her  mother  has.  Like  her  mother 


FUTURE  QUEEN  OF  HOLLAND 
WAS  BROUGHT  UP  IN  EXILE 

Amsierdam.  Jan  31 
The  future  Queen  Beatrix  of  The  Netherlands 
wa»  on  January.*!,  lOffl.  She  had  bard)' been 
joined  by  her  younger  sister.  Princess  Irene,  in 
1939  when  the  Second  World  War  broke  out 
Carried  in  poison  gas-proof  containers,  the  little 
girls  were  sent  out  of  wartime  Holland  and  taken 
first  to  England  and  then  to  Canada. 

In  Ottawa  the  young  princess  spent  five  carefree 
years  living  in  an  ardinarc*  house,  raised  by  her 
mother  without  any  of  the  official  fuss  that  is 
inevitable  in  a  royal  palace. 

In  Sen  fern  ber  19MB,  when  her  mother  became 
Queen.  Beatrix  became  Crown  Princess  at  ihe  ape 
of  10.  She  went  lojfcondaiy  school  paying  special 
attention  to  subjects  like  sociology  and  politic*. 
Alter  her  graduation  she  registered  at  Leiden 
Ihihcrciij-  to  study  legal  science,  parliamentary 
history,  politics  and  sociology. 

in  June  IQfal.  at  iteage  Df  23.  she  sat  her  daioral 
examinations. 

At  the  age  of  2S  Princess  Beatrix  left  her  parents' 
palace  and  set  up  house  in  a  small  castle  nearby, 
known  us  Drakwistiyn.  Two  jcirs  later  *he  met 
Herr  Claus  vuu  Amsberg,  a  German  diplomat  12 
years  her  senior.  Her  marriage  in  iUho  fed  to  ri-- 
in  a  year  full  of  unrest 
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THE  TIMES  TOD 


/  NEWS  ^ 


Judge’s  warning  on  sentences 

■  The  Home  Secretary's  tougher  sentencing  polity  will  lead  to 
more  murders  as  rapists  and  other  violent  criminaJs  decide 
that  it  is  not  worth  leaving  their  victims  alive,  one  of  Britain's 
most  senior  judges  said. 

Adding  his  voice  to  a  chorus  of  judicial  dissent.  Lord  Justice 
Rose  also  criticised  Michael  Howard’s  proposals  on  minimum 
sentences  for  some  offences  as  an  undesirable  letter  on  judges' 
discretion  to  tailor  the  punishment  to  the  crime . Page  1 

Soldiers  overcome  by  LSD  experiment 

■  Soldiers  who  took  part  in  secret  chemical  warfare  trials  in 

the  1960s  were  dosed  with  LSD  tablets  that  incapacitated 
disciplined  units.  Some  officers  could  not  control  their  men 
because  they  were  laughing  uncontrollably,  according  to 
declassified  Ministry  of  Defence  documents _ Page  1 

Nolan  suggested  Hot  money 

The  Labour  leadership  said  that  Farmers  earned  £1  billion  more 
they  will  accept  any  dianges  to  last  year  than  in  1994.  partly 
Commons  salaries  recommended  because  of  the  long  hot 

by  the  Nolan  Committee,  putting  summer _ _  -  - ,  _ Page  7 

heavy  pressure  on  John  Major 

over  MPs  pay. . . Page  I  p,rm9  *!“•« 

n_.M.  _ ,  The  Buddhist  monk  who  mur- 

Royal  listener  dered  ^  British  b^pa^er  Jo_ 

A  man  who  allegedly  tape-record-  hanne  Masheder  in  a  cave  in 
ed  die  Duke  of  Edinburgh  speak-  Thailand  was  sentenced  to  death 

ing  on  a  mobile  telephone  was  by  a  firing  squad . Page  8 

interviewed  by  police  and  sus-  ie|Qn(j  iaf-irri/ 

pended  from  his  job _ Page !  ,s,ana  worry 

I  Arm  LnmL  Islanders  on  Eigg  in  the  Inner 

Lorry  uomu  Hebrides  are  becoming  increas- 

At  least  55  people  died  when  a  ingly  doubtful  that  their  mysieri- 
lorry  bomb  tore  apart  the  centre  ous  new  German  laird  will 
of  Colombo,  the  Sri  Lankan  capi-  deliver  his  promise  to  invest  mil- 
rai.  in  one  of  the  biggest  attacks  lions  of  pounds  in  their 

by  the  Tamil  Tigers  in  13  years  of  community _ Page  9 

civil  war.  : - Pages  1. 15  3m  French  jobless 

Ecstasy  inquest  Unemployment  in  France 

The  parents  of  Leah  Berts  told  an  climbed  sharply  again  during 
inquest  of  their  frantic  attempts  to  November  and  December,  push- 
keep  her  alive  as  she  slipped  into  ing  the  number  of  jobless  above 
a  coma  after  taking  an  Ecstasy  the  politically  damaging  figure  of 

tablet - Page  3  three  million . Page  12 

Finger  art  University  violence 

Museum  curators  and  collectors  The  violent  scenes  at  the  Univer- 
have  been  astonished  by  the  dis-  sity  of  the  Western  Cape  in  the 
covery  dial  Edgar  Degas,  the  past  few  days  have  produced 
19th-century  master,  painted  doz-  dramatic  television  footage 
ens  of  his  works  with  his  fingers  reminiscent  of  the  era  of 

and  thumbs - Page  5  apartheid _ Page  13 

Ducks  doomed  Jubilant  Democrats 

Hundreds  of  ruddy  ducks  are  to  The  Democrats  celebrated  victory  . 
be  shot  on  lakes  and  ponds  in  in  a  Senate  by-election  in  Oregon 
Britain  after  a  rethink  by  John  and  cited  the  result  as  evidence 
Cummer,  the  Environment  that  America  has  soured  on  the 
Secretary . ...Page  6  Republican  Revolution ...  Page  14 


Policeman  tries  million  dollar  kick 

■  A  New  York  police  sergeant  will  win  a  million  dollars  on 
Sunday  if.  during  the  break  at  an  American  football  final  in 
Hawaii,  lie  manages  to  perform  a  successful  35-yard  place  kick. 
Michael  Volino.  35.  won  the  opportunity  in  a  lucky  draw  run  by 
a  chocolate  company.  He  will  have  just  one  chance  but  in  a 
practice  session  he  missed  11  out  of  12  times . Page  I 


THE  TIMES  CROSSWORD  NO  20,079 


ACROSS 

I  You  formally  support  a  party  (tj.bl. 
S  Being  doubl)  depressed  is  lousv 
(ML 

9  Emerge  into  the  open,  striking 
with  pan  of  whip  (7). 

1 1  Urbanity  unfortunately  lacking  in 
second-class  individual  (7). 

12  Note  unlimited  sums  —  nothing 
less  is  possible  (7). 

13  Hat  protecting  don's  head,  that’s 
seen  on  Spanish  character  f5). 

14  Niece's  boa  knotted  in  a  bow  (°|. 
16  Primate.  English,  has  hidden  aim 

—  iu  reveal  the  chosen  one  (9). 

19  Wife's  cross  about  rude  reference 
to  offspring  (5). 

21  Fellows  (hat  aren’t  real  soldiers 
abandoned  dudes  (7). 

Solution  to  Puzzle  No  20,078 


behdbsd  nanaanafaj 
a  b  a  h  h  fn  to 
offlmnsnH  Baaassa 
SQnnraaHH 
BffinaBsaaaa  anaa 
□  SB  000 

GSEBSSS  HBHIIIBSS 
b  ana®  a 

GHSHODHH  SQHSnaffl 

qos  a  0  a 

0ES0  0flai200OaBB 

0H0ssaao 
SCJII0I3SI3  HI2SS0S0 
osnsamna 
HEssffinsn  sonaaa 


23  Like  a  machine  that  puts  round 
mark,  say.  on  mug  (7). 

24  Score  a  goal  a  game?  (7|. 

25  Locks  up  queen  in  here?  (7). 

26  For  her,  7ne  Lancet  misrepre¬ 
sented  modem  surgery  (6.6). 

DOWN 

1  Was  rising  flier  a  duck?  (7). 

2  Hymn  tune  tn  church,  or  a  lesson 
fTj- 

3  Nurse  appears  to  attack  the  kid's 
mother  (5-4>. 

4  Prelude  from  Elgar's  first  in 
concert  (5). 

5  Men  on  board  providing  judg¬ 
ment  and  direction  (7). 

6  Galley  slave  and  sailors  executed 
in  sultanate  (7). 

7  Bookplate,  for  example?  (12). 

10  One  who  asks  repeatedly  to  be 
given  money  for  bread  (12). 

15  River  crustacean  the  French  found 
abhorrent  (9). 

17  Such  a  sucker  can  be  dispensed 
with  in  the  lab  (7). 

18  Fix  stable  supports  with  it  (7). 

19  Vehicle  uvenumed  on  green  Is 
wreck  (7). 

20  A  walk  over  a  mount  (7). 

22  Uplifting  exercise  taken  by  quiet 
slender  woman  j5). 


Times  Two  Crossword,  page  44 


The  Prince  of  Wales  meeting  rappers  Mick  and  Ricky  during  a  visit  to  a  community  project  at  Dudley,  West  Midlands 


Building  society:  Three  million 
qualifying  members  of  Alliance  & 
Leicester  will  receive  an  average 
£900  payout  in  a  free  share  distri¬ 
bution  in  April - Page  23 

Politics:  Sir  Terence  Conran, 
founder  of  the  Habitat  chain,  de¬ 
clared  his  support  for  the  Labour 
Party  and  his  belief  that  it  will  win 

the  next  election - page  23 

Rafltracfc:  Lovingly  shot  images  of 
a  “ghost  railway",  unsullied  by  a 
single  train,  will  form  the  centre¬ 
piece  of  the  £4  million  television 
advertising  campaign  for  the  stock 
market  notation _ _ Page  23 

Markets:  The  FT-SE  100  rose  24.0 
to  3759.3.  Sterling  rose  from  83.1  to 
&3J  after  a  rise  from  $15044  to 
$15110  and  from  DM2.2411  to 
DMZ2476— . Page  26 


FootbaB:  Bryan  Robson,  the  Mid¬ 
dlesbrough  manager,  is  to  be  of¬ 
fered  the  chance  to  succeed  Terry 
Venables _ Page  44 

Rugby  union:  The  International 
Rugby  Football  Board  has  de¬ 
manded  that  member  unions  ad¬ 
here  to  a  180-day  player  eligibility 
regulation  so  that  the  change  from 
amateurism  to  professionalism  can 
be  effectively  managed  —  Page  44 
Cricket  The  decision  to  stage  the 
World  Cup  in  the  Indian  sub-conti¬ 
nent  looked  increasingly  ill-fated 
after  the  bomb  blast  in  Colombo 
combined  with  other  political 

problems - - Page  42 

Racing:  Royal  Hong  Kong  Jockey 
Dub.  the  dominating  force  in  the 
colony’s  sporting  life,  is  to  drop 
“Royal"  from  its  title - Page  39 
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For  rogmral  forecast  dial  0891  500  followed  by 
code 

Greater  London .  ...  .  ...701 

KentSurey.Sussex . . .  . .  .  7D3 

Dors«.Harts4IOW  .  .  . . 7U3 

Devon  4  Cornwall - 7W 

VMts.GloucsAwn.Sams  ..  _ _ 705 

Berts. Bt>cJ.s Q»ac  _  ...  .....  706 

8ed3.Herts&E3S®  ..  . . 707 

Nortofc^ak.Camte  ...  .  .  .  .  „  708 

West  Md  &  Sffi  Glam  &  Gnert . 709 

S*O06,HercMs  £  Wares  .  ..710 

Central  R&Samfc . . 711 

EastMrfards  ...  .  .  .  .  _ .  712 

Uncs  &  riunberscie .  ...  713 

D/fed  &  Powys . . . .  .  .  7W 

uwvnodd  S  uwyd . 715 

NWEngUnd.  ...  716 

W&STtota&tMre  .  ..  717 

N  EEngland .  718 

Curribna  a  La!«  Dtsaicr  _ _  .  _  .  719 

S  WScafland . .720 

W Central  Scotland  .  _..  .  721 

Edin S Fitetdrtan  A  Borders  ... _ 72c 

E  Central  Scotland- . 723 

Granptan  &  E  rtqtvands  ....  724 

NWScoUand.  .  . . 725 

Ctntmess.OF/My&Sheda(K:  _  726 

Nticfard  - -  .727 

Woar-ieieaE  is  3Sp  per  rTjr  (sfeapratoi  CjotSnei 
arras 


General:  &  wil  be  dfy  over  most  of 
England  and  Wales  after  a  very  frosty 
start  Southwestern  areas  wiU  be  more 
cloudy,  perhaps  with  light  rain. 

Scotland  and  Northern  Ireland  will 
be  largely  dry  with  some  sunshine,  but 
doud  near  eastern  coasts. 

□  London,  SE  &  Central  S  Eng¬ 
land:  dry.  sunny  first,  cloud  later. 
Wind  easterly.  fight  Max  5C  (4TF). 

□  E  Anglia,  E  Midlands,  E,  MW. 
Central  N,  NE  England,  Borders: 
dry  with  sunny  spells;  Wind  easterly, 
mostly  fight.  Max  X  (37F). 


New  films:  The  spirit  of  Victor 
Hugo  is  trampled  as  the  eccentric 
French  director  Claude  Leloudi 
turns  Les  Miserable*  into  a  20th- 
century  cinematic  epic;  Steve  Mar¬ 
tin's  talents  are  wasted  in  Father  of 
the  Bride  Part  n _ _ Page  31 

Rising  star  I  ngeborga  Dapkun- 
aite,  the  Lithuanian  actress  who 
plays  the  title  role  in Karia  Ismail¬ 
ova ,  is  winning  awards  —  and 
international  fame . . .  Page  31 

Birthday  telegram:  One  hundred 
years  after  its  first  performance.  La 
Boheme  remains  the  world’s  great¬ 
est  operatic  weepie _ Page  32 

Thumbs  down:  Simon  Callow's 
RSC  staging  of  the  classic  French 
film  Les  Enfahts  du  Paradis  is  both 
overlong  and  unnecessary,  says 
Benedicr  Nightingale _ Page  33 


IN  THE  TIMES 

■  IDOL  HOPES 
Why  would-be  pop 
stars  are  going  . 
back  to  school 

■  EDUCATION 
The  great  university 
fees  debate;  plus  why  . 
state  school  pupils  are 
rejecting  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  entrance 


□  W  Midlands,  N  Wales,  Lake 
District,  teie  of  Man,  SW  Scotland, 
Glasgow,  Argyfk  dfy,  often  sunny: 
frosty  early  and  late.  Wind  east  to 
northeasteity.  light  Max3C  (37F).  . 

□  Channel  Isles,  SW  England,  S 
Wales,  N  Ireland:  cloudy,  perhaps 
ram.  Wind  NE,  light  Max  5C  (41F). 

□  Edinburgh  &  Dundee,  Aber¬ 
deen,  Cent  Highlands,  Moray 
Firth,  NE  ft  NW  Scotland,  Orkney, 
Shetland:  mostly  dfy.  cloudy.  Wind 
northeasterly,  light  Max  3C  (37F) 

□  Outlook:  fittle  change. 


24  hre  to  5  pm:  b=brt<$it  c= dow*  d  °<ttzzla;  ds  >4uat  storm;  du»  dut;  t=Ur,lg=log;  g  ^gate;  h-ha*; 
r=rajn,  3h*s tonr  si-sfeat:  sn=anow;  s=s»i:l=*wndBr 
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Waking  rtightmare:  New  Yorker 
Lori  Berenson  has  been  Sentenod 
to  life  for  treason  in  Peru!  Quentin 

-Letts  meets  her  parents _ i  Page  17 

Burning  he  Dr  Ron  Lipsius  describes 
the  horror  of  foe  King's  Cross  fire. 
Now,  with  the  5650,000. damages 
award  given  for  his  burnt  hands, 
he  feels  he  must  .finti  a  way 

forward _ _ _ _ .Page  16 

Vttamhi  warning:  Do  beta  carotene 
pills  actually  threaten  your  health? 
A  disturbing  rg»rt.„_. _ Page  16 


Rich  variety:  Peter  Jay  wonders 
about  a  greedy  KGB  spy;  Kate 
Hatfield  on  bisexuality  ami  ero¬ 
tism:  Stephen  Tumim  studies  the 
law  and  Matthew  Parris  catches 
Moving  Images _ Pages  34, 35 . 


Last  look:  Hong  Kong  is  expecting 
a  surge  in  the  number  of  Britons 
keen  to  visit  the  oolony  before  it  is 
handed  to  China  — ..._....Page  36 


Peres  and  polls 

Let  us  goto  ttiepolisrMr  Peres  oiay 
now  calcuTafe.let  us” win,  and  then 
think  abqutSyria  aver  the  next  four; 
years. .  It -is  a  calculation  worth 
making;  and  few  do  their  sums 
with  greate^tiency.L_~_Page  19 

tiger,  tiger 

As  for  wheiher  “the  tj^ers  of  wrath 
are  wiser  than  foe  horses  oFinstruc- 
tion".-  we  have  foe  right  to  decide 
for  ourselves  ^ _ — _.........Pagr  19 


W1MJAM  REES-MOGG 

l  hope  thar  polity  will  move  to¬ 
wards  encouraging  individual  ra¬ 
ther  than  institutional  saving.  Yet 
despite  a  few  good  signs,  foe 
on  the  edge  of  a  distrust  arid  isola¬ 
tion  it  cannot  afford ! _ Page  18 

BERNARD  CONNOLLY 

Tod  ay,-,  a  dedsicm  has  been  imple¬ 
mented  to  sbek  me  from  my  job  as. 
head  of  foe  iftilt  monitoring  the 
European  monetary  ,  system.  My 
offence,  it  seems,  was  to  get  things 
right - - — -___„.Page  18 

PETER  RIDDELL  • 

The  critical  test  for  a  Blair  Govern¬ 
ment  will  be  ^ethCT  jt  retains  the 
support  of  its  grassroots  Page  10 
JOHN  BRYANT 
To  take  up  sport  when  you  have 
been  .given-  six  months  to  live  may 
seem  defiant  It  may  appear  even 
more  improbable  if  you  .  are  70 
yeatrs  okl,  401b  overweight  -a  life¬ 
long  smoker  and  under  warning 
from  your  doctors  that  mewing  the 
lawn’ could  kitfyou  Page  42 


Taiwan’s  plight  and  the  US  re- 
.  sponse  to  it  are  a  pnwfy  for  Ameri¬ 
can  reliability  in  the  entire  region 
... .  What  a  shame  if  the  weakest 
link  turns  out  to  be  in  Washings 
ton  —  Wall  Street  Journal 

France  was  persuaded  by  interna¬ 
tional  anger  to  cut  short  its  testing 
plans.  China  is  much  less  likely  to 
be  similarly  influenced:. 

—  Las  Angeles  Times 


Jerry  SiegeL  creator  of  Superman; 
Eric  Cousins.'  trainer.  Professor 
R.  P.  Bell,  physical  chemist  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Ashton  Wade,  Royal 
Corps  ofSignals.—. _P^e  21 


Advice  for  politicians;  H-jaluS  cur- 
riculuratests.-^—- ..^.:.„Page  B 
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Changes  to  the  chadbekm  ftom^ noon:  tow  wiB  drift  a  fittietofoe  tiottti^ and  BO; 
tow  P  will  move  northeast,  then  north,  wifri  some  further.deepenina1 
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The  outlook  in  Bermuda  is  heavenly 


For  oar  I99h  brochure .  cad  Bermuda  Tourism  on  01 753-  5 J  7 
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